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How do children's books make the leap to the 
movies?
Lights, camera, action! Charlotte's Web is spun from the page onto the big screen. The movie 
hit theaters in December 2006. It is based on the popular children's book by E. B. White. The 
story is about the unlikely friendship between a pig and a spider.

Many children's movies, from The Wizard of Oz to Stuart Little, were based on books. 
However, bringing a book to life isn't always easy. "The book is such a classic," Charlotte's 
Web director Gary Winick told WR News. "We had to make sure that all of the wonderful 
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classic moments were in the film." A classic is a book or another work that stays popular over 
a long period of time.

Although filmmakers stuck to the book's plot, they made some changes for the movie. For 
example, new characters-two crows-were added for laughs. "They [are] the comic relief," 
says Winick.

Filmmakers sometimes have to cut long stories to fit a movie time frame. Turning a short tale, 
such as The Cat in the Hat, into a full-length film can be just as hard. At the same time, 
moviemakers have to figure out how to stay true to the book.

Timeless Tales
Children's books continue to inspire filmmakers. That is because many of the stories teach 
important lessons about life. Referring to Charlotte's Web, Winick says, "To learn what loyalty, 
trust, and friendship mean is a great thing."

Author Spotlight
E. B. White (1899-1985) was born in Mount Vernon, New York. His full name was Elwyn 
Brooks White. He worked as a reporter for several newspapers and magazines. In 1939, 
White and his family moved to a farm in Maine. There, he was inspired to write children's 
books about animals. He wrote Stuart Little in 1945. That book was followed by Charlotte's 
Web (1952) and The Trumpet of the Swan (1970). All three books are classics. 
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Bringing Books to Life - Inference Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. The title "Bringing Books to Life" refers to:

A. characters from books coming alive.

B. turning books into movies.

C. making books popular again.

D. making stories in books happen in real life.

2. A 'classic' is

A. a very popular book.

B. a very long book. 

C. a very good book. 

D. a very old book. 

3. E.B. White was probably inspired to write Charlotte's Web because he

A. lived on a farm.

B. lived close to a zoo.

C. didn't like people. 

D. had a lot of pets.

4. In order for filmmakers to stay "true to the book", they have to

A. know the book very well.

B. have all the same characters in the movie.

C. ask the author of the book to write the movie.

D. keep the movie very short.

5. Charlotte's Web is about friendship, loyalty, and trust.  What other lessons have you 

learned from other children's books?
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