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illustration of the earth and equator

The equator is an imaginary line along on the earth that sits between the North and South 
Poles. Places near the equator have tropical climates. Tropical climates are often hot, humid, 
and wet. In fact, many places near the equator receive over 100 inches of rainfall every year! 
These tropical storms can sometimes form into hurricanes.

Hurricanes are tropical storms that can last up to 14 days long. They begin at the ocean 
around the equator. When the tropical storm moves north, it can run into cooler air. As a 
result, the rain gets heavier and the wind gets more powerful. In the center of the storm, there 
is the "eye of the storm." Rain does not fall in the eye, but the winds surrounding the calm eye 
are dangerous. The winds there can blow at 200 miles per hour! Trees and homes can be 
ruined if the hurricane's eye travels close by.
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Photograph of a hurricane

Hurricanes can travel across the ocean for thousands of miles. They usually die at sea 
without making it to land. When hurricanes do make it to land, they can be disastrous. 
Hurricanes can cause floods and mudslides, which can kill people. One of the worst 
hurricanes to hit the United States was Hurricane Katrina. Hurricane Katrina started in the 
Bahamas and then traveled north. It hit New Orleans on August 29, 2005. It caused flooding 
through the city and destroyed many homes. 1,836 people died during this storm.

Photograph of flooding after Hurricane Katrina
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If a hurricane is powerful enough, people usually evacuate, or leave, their homes. If people 
decide to stay, they can take steps to protect their homes. One thing that people do is trim 
their trees. Dead tree branches can often fly off in the wind and crash into homes. Another 
thing that people do is install a special kind of shutter on their windows. These shutters are 
stronger than normal shutters. They block wind and rain from entering the house.

Some companies are starting to build homes that can stand up against winds blowing at 185 
miles per hour. These homes are also raised above the ground, so they are less likely to be 
flooded. Would you want to live in one of these homes?
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The Power of Hurricanes - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. According to the text, what are tropical storms with heavier rain and more powerful 

wind that can blow at 200 miles per hour?

A. tropical climates

B. hurricanes

C. floods

D. mudslides

2. Sometimes hurricanes make it to land. What is an effect of hurricanes making it to 

land?

A. They can hit the United States.

B. They can die off after reaching land.

C. Floods and mudslides can occur.

D. Winds can blow at 200 miles per hour.

3. Read these sentences from the text.

"Rain does not fall in the eye, but the winds surrounding the calm eye are dangerous. 

The winds there can blow at 200 miles per hour! Trees and homes can be ruined if the 

hurricane's eye travels close by."

What conclusion can you make about the safety of a home when a hurricane hits?

A. A home close to the eye is safest.

B. A home far from the eye is safest.

C. Any home hit by a hurricane is safe.

D. A home near the eye is safer than one in the eye.
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4. Read these sentences from the text.

Trees and homes can be ruined if the hurricane's eye travels close 

by.

[. . .]

If a hurricane is powerful enough, people usually evacuate, or 

leave, their homes. If people decide to stay, they can take steps to 

protect their homes.

What can you infer about the destruction of homes by hurricanes?

A. A hurricane always destroys all the homes in its path.

B. A hurricane sometimes destroys some homes in its path.

C. A hurricane always destroys some homes in its path.

D. A hurricane never destroys the homes in its path.

5. What is the main idea of this text?

A. Hurricanes are storms with heavy rain and powerful winds that can cause floods and 
damage homes, but there are ways to protect homes.

B. Tropical storms can get heavier rain and more powerful winds to become hurricanes, 
with winds that can blow at 200 miles per hour.

C. Hurricane Katrina was one of the worst hurricanes to hit the United States, and 1,836 
people died during the storm.

D. Sometimes people evacuate their homes when a hurricane hits, but sometimes 
people stay and take steps to protect their homes.
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