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Celebrate Black History Month
February is Black History Month. During this time, we remember important 

African Americans. Read about four people who made history.

Jackie Robinson (1919-1972)

AP Images

In 1947, Jackie Robinson changed history. He became the first African 

American to play major league baseball. He played for the Brooklyn 

Dodgers. Until then, African Americans were not allowed to play in the major 

leagues.

Rosa Parks (1913-2005)
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American Heroes
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 Rosa Parks spent her life fighting for equal rights. Those rights make sure 

all people are treated fairly. In 1955, Parks was arrested in Alabama for not 

giving up her bus seat to a white person. Her brave act helped change 

unfair laws.

George Washington Carver (1864-1943)
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American Heroes

George Washington Carver was an inventor. He was born on a farm in 

Missouri. He found more than 300 new uses for peanuts. Those uses 

include making soap, glue, and paint. Carver also taught people better ways 

to farm.

Marian Anderson (1897-1993)

Bettman/Corbis

Marian Anderson was a famous singer. In 1955, she became the first 

African American to sing a leading role at the Metropolitan Opera. That is an 

opera house in New York City. She was also the first African American to 

sing at the White House.
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Definition
adjective

1. having great meaning or value.

Health care is an important issue for many people.

2. having great power or influence.

The mayor of our city is an important person.

Advanced Definition
adjective

1. having relatively great significance or value.

Voting rights is an important issue.

It's important to change your car's oil at regular intervals.

2. having consequence; consequential.

Which college to attend is an important decision.

3. having relatively great influence or authority.

The judge in the case is an important person in the town.

4. being notable; noteworthy.

The skyscraper is an important landmark of the city.

Spanish cognate

importante: The Spanish word importante means important.				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Seeds are important because they can grow into new plants.

2. It may seem like there are a lot of rules, but rules are important.

3. We can always get the dress fixed. The most important thing is that I see you smile!
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4. Her mom and dad say first impressions are important, so Alyssa wants to look nice.

5. The letter is important, say history experts. It helps people learn more about our country's 
past.

6. Indigo was quiet, but determined.  "I, too, am important.  I am the color that fills the sky before 
blackness."

7. It was his eighth birthday, perhaps the most important day of his life, and he should have 
been celebrating!

8. Or I grab a notebook and a pencil. Anything works. What's important is to get it down before I 
forget everything.

9. Mom works in the evening. She has an important job. She is a nurse at the hospital. She 
helps people who are sick or hurt.

10. Teeth are very important. Your teeth help you bite and chew your food. They help you speak. 
Teeth also give you a beautiful smile. In fact, it would be hard to say the word smile without 
your teeth.
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Advanced Definition
noun

1. one who invents, esp. a new device, process, or the like.

Spanish cognate

inventor: The Spanish word inventor means inventor.				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. An inventor thinks of ideas that solve problems.

2. An inventor creates things that help make people's lives easier.

3. Thomas Edison went on to become a very famous inventor.

4. George Washington Carver was a famous inventor who found more than 300 uses for 
peanuts.

5. The Nobel Prizes were the brainchild of Alfred Bernhard Nobel (18331896) of Sweden, the 
inventor of dynamite.

6. Chester Greenwood became an inventor when he was 15 years old. An inventor thinks of 
ideas that solve problems.

7. They respected Jefferson for his practical thinking and breadth of knowledge. He was a patron 
of the arts, an architect, a mathematician, an inventor, and a family man. 

8. George Washington Carver was an inventor. He was born on a farm in Missouri. He found 
more than 300 new uses for peanuts. Those uses include making soap, glue, and paint.

9. As a first grader, the last thing on Kylie Copenhagen's mind was becoming an inventor. When 
she created a board game about ladybugs for a science project, the student from Pleasanton, 
California, thought it would be just a fun way to earn a good grade.
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Advanced Definition
noun

1. a dramatic work set to music, with an accompaniment by an orchestra.

2. such works considered collectively.

3. (sometimes cap.) the theater where such works are performed.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. For a while he kept writing music. He wrote his first and only opera.

2. In 1955, she became the first African American to sing a leading role at the Metropolitan 
Opera. That is an opera house in New York City.

3. A piece of classical music can be played by a quartet, a group of four musicians. It can be 
sung in an opera, a play in which the characters act and sing.

4. Orchestras do not always play by themselves. Sometimes, they accompany operas. An opera
 is a type of play set to music. Operas include song and dance. When the orchestra plays for 
the opera, it performs from a "pit" below the level of the stage.
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American Heroes - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. When is Black History Month?

A. February

B. December

C. August

2. The cause of Rosa Parks' arrest was she refused to give up her bus seat. What was 

an effect?

A. Her brave act helped change unfair laws.

B. She found many new uses for peanuts.

C. She became the first African American in major league baseball.

3. George Washington Carver was an intelligent inventor. What evidence from the 

passage supports this conclusion? 

A. He taught people better ways to farm.

B. He found over 300 new uses for peanuts.

C. He was born on a farm in Missouri.

4. How did Jackie Robinson probably feel about being the first African American to play 

major league baseball?

A. sad

B. proud

C. angry

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. Black History Month

B. important African Americans

C. Jackie Robinson
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6. Read the following sentences: "February is Black History Month. During this time, we 

remember important African Americans. Read about four people who made history."

Why does the author begin the passage like this?

A. to tell the reader that these African Americans are important

B. to tell the reader that these African Americans are unimportant

C. to confuse the reader with extra facts about Black History Month

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below

No African American had played major league baseball before him, _______ Jackie 

Robinson made history when he joined the Brooklyn Dodgers.

A. so

B. because

C. but

8. Marian Anderson was the first African American to sing where?

9. What do we do during Black History Month? 
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10. How did Rosa Parks make history? 

ReadWorks.org · © 2017 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.


