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Lola's brother is in a band. They practice in the garage every day after 

school. They make so much noise that Lola can't do her homework. She 

bangs on the garage door. She shouts, "Be quiet!" But they don't even hear 

her. Lola can't stand it anymore. She needs to go for a walk.

The woods behind Lola's house are peaceful. Just a hundred feet from her 

house, her brother's noise fades away. There is a little stream just behind 

her backyard. On weekends, she and her friends make paper boats to race 

in the stream. They like to pretend they are pirates, racing on the sea. Next 

to the stream, she sees a squirrel eating a nut.

"Hello Mr. Squirrel!" she says. The squirrel is scared, and runs away.

Lola hears a bird singing. It sounds like a happy bird. She wonders what 

kind of bird it is. It is red, with a fuzzy head. Maybe it's a robin? She will 

have to remember to look it up in the encyclopedia when she gets home. 

Lola tries to sing along with the bird. She doesn't know the words to his 

song.

Something shiny beside the stream catches Lola's eye. She jumps over the 
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stream and picks it up. It is a thin rectangular box made of metal. There 

are holes on its sides. Something is printed on the metal. It is so dirty that 

she can't make it out. She wipes the grime off with her sleeve. It says, "Old-

Fashioned Blues Harmonica." Lola has heard her brother's friends talk 

about harmonicas. They are a very simple musical instrument. Anyone can 

play a song on a harmonica, even without a band.

Lola rinses the harmonica off in the stream. With the dirt gone, it looks as 

good as new. She dries it on her sleeve. Lola puts the instrument to her 

mouth and blows. It makes a high-pitched, whistling noise. She moves her 

mouth and blows again. Now the sound is deeper. She covers the back of it 

with her hand. Now when she blows, it sounds different. She blows harder 

and softer. She moves her hands and her mouth. Pretty soon, she is playing 

a song. It may not sound as good as the bird's but the robin doesn't seem to 

mind.

That night, Lola shows the harmonica to her brother.

"Cool!" he says. "My music teacher taught me how to play the harmonica a 

little. Do you want me to show you?"

"Sure!" says Lola.

The next time her brother has band practice, Lola plays along. Now that she 

has an instrument of her own, the noise doesn't sound so bad.
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Lola's brother is in a band. They practice their songs in the garage every 

day after school. They make so much noise that Lola can't do her 

homework. She bangs on the garage door. She shouts, "Be quiet!" But they 

don't even hear her. Lola can't stand the noise anymore. She needs to go 

for a walk.

Lola walks to the woods behind her house. The woods are quiet. She can't 

hear her brother's noise from here. There is a little stream behind her 

backyard. On weekends, she and her friends make paper boats. They race 

the boats in the stream. They pretend they are pirates, racing on the sea.

Lola sees a squirrel eating a nut next to the stream.

"Hello Mr. Squirrel!" she says. The squirrel is scared. It runs away.

Lola hears a bird singing. It sounds like a happy bird. She wonders what 

kind of bird it is. She can see the bird. It is red and it has a fuzzy head. 

Maybe it's a robin. She will have to look it up when she gets home. Lola 

tries to sing along with the bird. But she doesn't know the words to his song.

Lola sees something shiny by the stream. She jumps over the stream and 

picks it up. It is a little metal rectangle with holes on its sides. The metal has 

some words on it. It is so dirty that she can't read them. She wipes the dirt 

off with her sleeve. The rectangle says, "Old-Fashioned Blues Harmonica." 

Lola has heard her brother's friends talk about harmonicas. They are very 

simple musical instruments. Anyone can play a song on a harmonica. You 

don't even need a band.

Lola washes the harmonica in the stream. She cleans off all the dirt. Now 
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the harmonica looks as good as new. She dries it on her sleeve. Lola puts 

the instrument to her mouth and blows. It makes a high-pitched noise like a 

whistle. She moves her mouth to another part of the harmonica. She blows 

again. Now the sound is deeper. She covers the back of it with her hand. 

She blows again. Now it sounds different. She blows harder and softer. She 

moves her hands and her mouth. Pretty soon, she is playing a song. It 

doesn't sound as good as the bird's song. But the bird doesn't seem to 

mind.

That night, Lola shows the harmonica to her brother.

"Cool!" he says. "My music teacher taught me how to play the harmonica a 

little. Do you want me to show you how to play it?"

"Sure!" says Lola.

The next time her brother has band practice, Lola plays along. Now that she 

has an instrument of her own, the noise doesn't sound so bad.
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Advanced Definition
adjective

1. of a sound, shrill or sharp; characterized by a high frequency.

2. agitated or extremely emotional.

a high-pitched argument.

3. of a roof, sloping very steeply.

4. exalted, lofty, or ambitious in tone or nature.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. He calls his invention the Mosquito. It makes an irritating, high-pitched noise. Kids can hear 
the annoying sound, but adults cannot.

2. When asked how many bells there are in the Campanile, the answer is different each time. 
Some think there is only one bell; others think there are two. Still others believe there are lots 
of bells-big, little, highpitched  and lowpitched-that sing across town every night.

3. "Hot dogs here! Get your hot dogs here!" they might yell. The sound of their high-pitched
 voice begins in their voice boxes.

4. I couldn't blame my frustration on anything external-no rain clouds threatening in the distance
-it was a perfect day complete with golden sunshine and a gentle breeze. But I felt like I was 
going to explode. I could almost hear the high-pitched whistle of a teapot in my ears.
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Definition
noun

1. a tool or mechanical device used for special work.

The dentist has a special instrument for cleaning teeth.

2. a device for recording or measuring.

An airplane pilot uses many instruments when flying a plane.

3. a thing used for making music. Pianos and horns are instruments.

Many children learn to play a musical instrument in school.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. a device or tool used for highly specialized work, especially within the areas of science or 
medicine.

A stethoscope is a one of a doctor's most essential instruments.

2. a device for recording or measuring.

The pilot suspected that his altitude indicator and some of his other instruments 

were not working properly.

3. any of various devices for producing music, such as a trumpet or piano.

The violin, viola, and cello are some of the string instruments used in a 

symphony orchestra.

4. any means for accomplishing something.

She joined the Peace Corps hoping to be an instrument of good works.

5. a legal document.

6. one who is used or exploited by another.

transitive verb

1. to equip with instruments for measuring or recording.
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Spanish cognate

instrumento: The Spanish word instrumento means instrument.				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Today, the most famous woodwind instrument is the flute.

2. I wasn't happy with the clarinet, because it wasn't the right instrument for me.
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Definition
noun

1. the repeating of some activity many times in order to become good at it.

Claude spends two hours a day at football practice.

"Practice makes perfect" is an old saying.

2. the work of an occupation or profession.

Three of my cousins are in the practice of accounting.

verb

1. To repeat something in order to do it better.

She practices piano every day.

2. to work at a particular job.

This doctor practices internal medicine.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. an activity that is habitual or customary.

It was never my practice to get up early in the mornings.

Giving store credit but no refunds is their usual business practice.

You shouldn't make a practice of borrowing money.

2. repeated performance in order to become skillful.

With a little more practice, you'll be able to play it perfectly.

3. the act or process of carrying out a thing.

Changing the school lunch program hadn't seemed too difficult in theory, but in 

practice, many problems arose.

4. the pursuit of an occupation or profession.
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She decided early on to enter the practice of medicine.

Tired of the practice of law, he decided to change careers.

5. the business of a professional who serves clients or patients, or the office where the business 
is conducted.

She's a lawyer with a successful practice.

Their doctor has a busy practice on Fifth Avenue.

transitive verb

1. to do or observe habitually or customarily.

All of her family members practice yoga.

2. to repeatedly do or perform (something) to become skillful.

The band practiced the song until they could play it well.

If you practice your serve, your tennis game will improve.

You should practice parking the car a few more times before you take the driver's 

test.

Another actor helped him practice saying his lines for the play.

3. to pursue (an occupation or activity).

She practices law and her sister practices medicine.

4. to drill or give repeated lessons to.

His music teacher practiced him in piano as well as in violin.

intransitive verb

1. to follow a profession.

He has a law degree but he never practiced.

2. to work systematically at acquiring a skill.

If you don't practice, you'll never succeed at this.

Spanish cognate

práctica: The Spanish word práctica means practice.				
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These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Every night after dinner, Andreas went outside and practiced his shots.

2. Morgan says it takes a lot of practice to become good at soccer.

3. Practice an escape plan with your family. Choose an outside place for everyone to meet.

4. "Next, we'll practice a word problem," says Miss Mastiff, later that afternoon. She passes out a 
photocopied sheet of paper. "Lolly, would you please read it aloud?"

5. "He's practicing hunting. Cats use their paws to catch birds and mice and fish to eat. 
Sometimes they get excited and forget it's only practice. That's when they can scratch you."

6. She tip-toed down the dark corridor, fearful that her piano teacher might burst out at any 
moment and bellow, "You! Come here and practice 'Ring Around the Rosie!'" But the door did 
not open. Mr. Poliakoff did not catch her. Angela was free.

7. It was the second time that week she had skipped swim practice to visit her father after 
school.

8. I never once saw my brother practice the flute. He left the flute lying around the house like he 
was trying to lose it.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Where does Lola find the harmonica?

A. by the stream

B. in the garage

C. in the stream

2. What event causes Lola to leave the house?

A. She finishes her homework.

B. The band plays too loud.

C. Her friends ask her to go on a walk in the woods.

3. At what point in the story does Lola find the harmonica?

A. at the beginning of the story

B. in the middle of the story

C. at the end of the story

4. Lola enjoys being in the woods behind her house. What evidence from the story 

supports this 


conclusion?

A. Lola and her friends pretend to be pirates when they are playing in the woods.

B. The woods are a hundred feet from Lola's house.

C. Lola rinses the harmonica off in the stream in the woods.

5. Read the following sentences:


"The woods behind Lola's house are peaceful. Just a hundred feet from her house, her 

brother's noise 

fades away."

What does the word fade mean?

A. to sound bad

B. to become less strong

C. to become stronger
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6. What is this story mostly about?

A. how bands practice

B. how Lola makes paper boats

C. how Lola finds a harmonica

7. Lola cleaned up the harmonica _______________ she found it by the stream.

A. before

B. after

C. but

8. Complete the following sentence.

Lola can't do her homework because

9. What does Lola's brother do when Lola shows him her harmonica?
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10. Read the last two sentences of the story:

"The next time her brother has band practice, Lola plays along. Now that she has an 

instrument of her own, the noise doesn't sound so bad."

Why might Lola think that the noise doesn't sound so bad anymore?
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