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Bobby loves doggies. He loves big doggies and small doggies. He loves 

doggies that are soft and even doggies that aren't so soft. Bobby loves all 

doggies, except for mean doggies that bite people, because really, nobody 

likes mean doggies that bite people.

But Bobby doesn't have his own doggy. He can only look at other people's 

doggies and wish he had one for himself, and sometimes at night, after his 

parents tuck him into his bed and turn off the light, he sighs and thinks to 

himself about how badly he wants one.

Bobby is a good little boy. He doesn't complain, and he never whines about 
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how he doesn't have a doggy. But Bobby's mom and dad know how happy 

a doggy would make him.

One day, Bobby's parents drive over to the pet store and look at the different 

doggies for sale. All the doggies are small and young. They are puppies. 

One puppy has fuzzy white hair with a brown patch over its eye and floppy 

ears. Another has tall pointy ears and a coat of hair that is red and black. 

Another still has long, wispy hair that is all white.

Bobby's parents look at each of the puppies. They pick them up and pet 

them and let them lick their faces. There is one puppy that they haven't 

seen, though. This puppy has grey hair with some white in it, and little black 

eyes. It is in the corner of the puppy pen with its head down, and it is looking 

out at Bobby's parents with a cute look on its face.

"What is that puppy's name?" Bobby's father asks.

"That puppy's name is Lucy," says the pet store man.

Bobby's father picks up Lucy. She is very, very soft, and very, very nice. 

Bobby's father and mother know that this is the dog for Bobby. They pay for 

her and take her home with them, and hide her in the bathroom.

Bobby comes home from school, takes off his backpack and sits down on a 

couch in the living room.

"Bobby," his mother says. "How was your day at school?"

"Oh, it was fine," he says. But Bobby's mother knows that he is secretly 

wishing he had a doggy.

Bobby's dad quietly opens the bathroom door and scoops Lucy into his 

arms. He sneaks up behind Bobby and very quietly lowers Lucy onto his 

lap.
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Bobby yelps with joy!

"What is her name?!" he asks his parents.

"Her name is Lucy," they say. "And she is all yours."

And that's how Bobby meets his best friend.
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Definition

verb

1. to say that something is wrong or that you are not happy with something.

She complained about the cold weather.

He complained that the soup was too salty.

Advanced Definition

intransitive verb

1. to express dissatisfaction, pain, grief, or other negative feelings.

She complained that the soup was cold.

It was strange for the child to complain of a headache.

The parents complained to the principal about the school lunches.

The miners complained of unsafe conditions in the mines.

2. to express such negative feelings habitually or with inadequate cause.

She lies in her bed and complains all day.

3. in law, to make a formal charge.

The building committee complained to the police about the lack of heat in the 

apartments.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. The computer was grey. It had black keys and a smudged screen. It was not pretty at all. Stacey's mother never complained about this. But Stacey could tell it bothered her.

2. "I guess I'll travel around the world now. And get new sneakers. These are falling apart." She 
looked down at her worn-out shoes. Then, she kicked them off. "I'm sure that now that we have 
money, my mother won't complain if I just throw these away."

3. "I know I shouldn't be complaining," she emailed her friend Denise one night from a hotel in Indonesia. "I get sent to the most beautiful places on the planet every month. And I get to do what I love: surfing every day, all day! But once you've seen 10 white
sand beaches with crystal clear water and perfect waves, they all start to blend together.

4. "She gets to go? She doesn't deserve it. She doesn't even know what it means to go abroad. Not really; not like me or my friends. She won't appreciate it; she's going to complain. Look, she's whining about it already, and you only told her about it ten seconds ago."

5. In school, I meet Susanna by our lockers. They're right next to each other in a prime spot by our classroom, because Susanna complained to the principal that she didn't feel comfortable "expressing herself" on the inside of her locker by any other person in our grade. (Susanna's dad is a lawyer and her mom is an artist.)
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Advanced Definition
adverb

1. in a secret manner, so as to conceal the action from others involved.

He had secretly taped their conversations.

2. in one's private thoughts only; without uttering or expressing; privately.

Secretly, she hoped her mother would never come back.

Spanish cognate

secretamente: The Spanish word secretamente means secretly.				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Quietly, Kaitlyn opened a popsicle and dumped orange liquid into a cup. When no one was 
looking, she drank it.   "I won't tell on you," Lydia said. Then, she secretly drank a popsicle, too.

2. After it was banned, the dance continued to be taught and danced secretly. 

3. Soon after the colonies declared their independence, France secretly started sending them 
money and supplies. The money and supplies helped, but the Americans hoped for more.
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Definition
verb

1. to desire; want.

She wished for a new car.

You may sit if you wish.

noun

1. a hope for something, or a thing that you hope to get.

Close your eyes and make a wish.

I hope my wish will come true.

My wish is for my children to be healthy.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to long for; desire; want.

She wished her husband's safe return.

He had long wished to visit India and Nepal.

I wish that he would tell me what's bothering him.

He wished that he had a brother or a sister.

2. to express wishes to or for.

I wish you well.

We wish you good luck with your endeavors.

3. (formal) to request or demand.

I wish an immediate apology.

I wish to see the manager!

4. to bid.
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As he stepped out the door, he wished us good day.

intransitive verb

1. to desire; want (sometimes fol. by "for").

She wished for a better future for her children.

You may sit here if you wish.

2. to express or make a wish.

Have you ever wished on a star?

noun

1. a desire or longing for something.

2. an expression of a desire or wish.

3. a thing wished for or desired.

My wish is a better paying job.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. "I know," Kelvin said. "My stomach is rumbling. I wish we had some ants-on-a-log."

2. In Russia, a child might have a birthday pie with a birthday wish cut into the crust.

3. Susannah despised the snow. More than that, she hated everything about wintertime. Her  
family had taken a trip to Florida two winters ago, and she wished that they could live there all  year round.

4. It's a hot summer's day, and Clara is outside on her back porch drinking lemonade. Her mom is in the backyard 
cutting the grass with a lawn mower. The lawn mower is loud, and Clara wishes her mom would play with her 
instead.

5. "It sounds like they're having a lot of fun up there," said Andy, who wished he could be part of the party.

6. "Where do you get all of that energy, anyway?" he asked. "Certainly not from me. In fact, I wish you could give 
me some of your energy, right in here." He pointed to his steaming coffee cup.

7. We were going to be traveling over the American holiday, Thanksgiving, and I wished more than anything that I could be thankful for the company of my best friend on this trip instead of that of my sister.

8. "I wish I had been here to help you when you fell, Nana," Debra says out loud to herself. "You were always 
there for me, to stop me from getting hurt. But now, you are the one who ended up needing me."

9. She spent most of the day reading in bed, stretched out on the scratchy blanket on the rock-hard mattress, 
wishing she was at home with her friends doing normal summer stuff: going to the mall, watching movies, 
eating popsicles in the park. She wished she was anywhere but Lake Wenatchee.

10. Peter Smith is a science journalist in Brooklyn, New York. He travels the country to report stories for national newspapers and magazines. Since he doesn't work for a single publication, however, he does not have an office. He works out of his apartment, coffee shops, and the local library. Being a journalist is his dream job. He only wishes it paid a bit more money.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does Bobby love?

A. kitties

B. doggies

C. snakes

2. When do Bobby's parents give him a doggy?

A. at the beginning of the story

B. in the middle of the story

C. at the end of the story

3. Bobby loves doggies that are soft. The doggy that Bobby's parents give him is soft.

What can be concluded from this information?

A. Bobby will forget to feed the doggy that his parents give him.

B. Bobby will not like the doggy that his parents give him.

C. Bobby will love the doggy that his parents give him.

4. Why do Bobby's parents get a doggy for him?

A. Bobby's parents want to make Bobby happy.

B. Bobby's parents want to make Bobby a better student.

C. Bobby's parents want to make Bobby better at sports.

5. What is the main idea of this story?

A. A boy gets mad at his parents because he does not have a dog.

B. A good boy who loves dogs is given a dog.

C. A bad boy who hates dogs is given a cat.
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6. Read this sentence from the passage: "Bobby loves all doggies, except for mean 

doggies that bite people, because really, nobody likes mean doggies that bite people."

What does the word "doggies" mean?

A. dogs

B. parents

C. children

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

At first Bobby does not have a doggy, _______ later his parents give him one. 

A. after

B. because

C. but

8. What is the name of Bobby's dog?

9. Describe Lucy.
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10. Why do Bobby's parents choose Lucy out of all the puppies at the pet store? 

Support your answer with information from the story.
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