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Mrs. Mason's class was making a list. They were listing ways to be 

helpers. Mrs. Mason wrote the list on the board:

Ways to Be a Helper

I can pick up trash around the school. -Kayla       

I can help take care of my baby sister. -Juan

I can tie a friend's shoe. -Sammy

"You are all great helpers!" said Mrs. Mason.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - helper
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Definition
noun

1. an assistant who helps in some task or activity.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Some schools have a special helper. That helper is the school nurse.

2. Did you know that trees are helpers? Trees are plants that clean our air.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - list
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Definition
noun

1. names, numbers, or things placed one after another in a written form.

I made a list of everything I need to buy at the store.

Spanish cognate

lista: The Spanish word lista means list.				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Pioneer children helped their families by doing chores around their house. Chores are small 
jobs. The list shows some chores for pioneer girls and boys.

2. Good news for the bald eagle! The bird was taken off the U.S. endangered species list. That is 
a list of animals and plants that are in danger of dying out.

3. People worked to help protect the birds so they would not become extinct. Experts now say 
that the number of eagles has grown. Soon, they will be taken off the list of animals that are in 
danger!

4. "I don't know...I think it went all right," said Tyrell. "The coach said he's posting a list of who 
made the team tomorrow before school. So I guess we'll find out soon enough."

ReadWorks.org · © 2017 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.



ReadWorks Vocabulary - way

way 
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Definition
noun

1. a road or path that leads from one place to another.

Which is the fastest way home?

2. an opening that lets you move in or out of something.

The front door is the only way into the house.

3. a means of doing something; how to do something.

Do you know a good way to cook fish?

We need a way to solve this problem.

4. manner; way of acting.

He spoke in a friendly way.

5. a particular direction.

Look that way to see the parade.

6. distance.

The store is just a short way from here.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Wait for the light to turn green. Green means go. Look both ways to make sure cars stop. Walk 
across the street.

2. "It's easy. There are a number of ways to solve problems like this. We can use designs, 
sketches, or physical models to figure it out," said Beth.

3. Plan how to get out of your home if there is a fire. Draw a picture of the rooms in your home. 
Know two ways out of each room.

4. One of the fastest ways to travel is by snowmobile. A snowmobile has a motor. A snowmobile 
has skis on the front. It helps people in snowy places get around quickly.

5. School has changed in some ways over time. Let's learn about those ways.

ReadWorks.org · © 2017 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.



The Helping List - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. The students in Mrs. Mason's class are making a list of 

what?

A. ways to be kind

B. their homework assignments

C. ways to be helpers

2. Who is this passage about?

A. Mrs. Mason ONLY

B. Mrs. Mason's students ONLY

C. Mrs. Mason and her students

3. The students in Mrs. Mason's class can help by picking 

up trash at school, caring for siblings, or tying a friend's 

shoe. What does this information tell us about where you 

can be a helper?

A. You can only be a helper on the playground.

B. You can only be a helper in school.

C. You can be a helper in more than one place.
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The Helping List - Comprehension Questions

4. What is the theme of "The Helping List"?

A. how you can be a better student

B. how students can be helpers

C. how to make school fun for students

5. Who can help take care of his baby sister?

6. What did you learn from "The Helping List"?
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The Helping List - Comprehension Questions

7. Class Discussion Question: What does it mean to be 

a helper? Use examples from the passage to support your 

ideas.

8. Draw a picture of the students in Mrs. Mason's class 

being helpers.
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