
 
Assignment 3 

Using Social Media to Network  
 
This activity gives participants the opportunity to debate the pros and cons of using social media 
to network.  
 
JUST THE FACTS: Google, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, LinkedIn, Skype, MySpace. These 
names have all become synonymous with social networking in the early 21st century. In fact, 
social media has become so popular it has its very own language! For example, you can 
“Google” or be “Googled.” You can “friend” or “unfriend” someone on Facebook. And you can 
send tweets to update people on your every activity every moment of the day using your Twitter 
account. [Believe it or not, in the Merriam Webster Online Dictionary, “text,” “tweet,” and 
“Google” are all listed as verbs!]  
 
In May of 2010, the Pew Research Center in Washington, D.C., found that half of American 
teenagers (ages 12-17) send 50 or more text messages a day, with one-third sending more than 
100 a day. Two-thirds of the texters surveyed said they were more likely to use their cellphones 
to text friends than to call them. Fifty-four percent said they text friends once a day, but only 33 
percent said they talk to their friends face-to-face on a daily basis. Many adults are concerned 
that for young people growing up today (in the age of “social media”), online interactions might 
be eliminating real-world experiences that help to develop emotions, personal connections, and 
the necessary communication skills to succeed in the workplace and society. The fear is that 
this may impact how they operate in the world as adults, and how they build adult relationships. 
 
In paragraph form discuss AT LEAST five reasons why you believe using social media 
(including Facebook and texting) will not only improve the growth and development of youth 
today, but help them to develop higher level communication skills than those of their parents 
and/or grandparents. (this can be handwritten or typed) 


