
AMI Reading and Writing Assignment 

 

Directions: Read your AR book 20 minutes each day. Make sure you record your start and 

stop time, as well as your pages. After completing your reading, write a one page summary 

with a minimum of 250 words. You may write it by hand on this sheet or you may type it 

(MLA-Times New Roman, 12 point font, double spaced). 
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AMI DAY 1 NAME  DATE 

DIRECTIONS: In the passages that follow, certain words and phrases are underlined and numbered. In 
the right-hand column, you will find alternatives for the underlined part. In most cases, you are to choose 
the one that best expresses the idea, makes the statement appropriate for standard written English, or is 
worded most consistently with the style and tone of the passage as a whole. If you think the original 
version is best, choose “NO CHANGE.” In some cases, you will find in the right-hand column a question 
about the underlined part. You are to choose the best answer to the question. 
You will also find questions about a section of the passage, or about the passage as a whole. These 
questions do not refer to an underlined portion of the passage, but rather are identified by a number or 
numbers in a box. 
For each question, choose the alternative you consider best and circle the corresponding oval on your 
answer document. Read each passage through once before you begin to answer the questions that 
accompany it. For many of the questions, you must read several sentences beyond the question to 
determine the answer. Be sure that you have read far enough ahead each time you choose an 
alternative. 

 
New Beginnings 

[1] 
As a junior in high school, I am very concerned about college. I'm trying to do everything right: when I 
keep16 my grades up, participate in a few extracurricular activities, prepare for standardized tests, even 
perform community service. I spend most days thinking about the future hoping17 that I'm on the right path, 
I do my best at everything I can. 

[2] 
[1] I'm interested in a career in nursing,18 I decided to try to secure a spot as a volunteer at the local 
hospital. [2] I accepted his offer immediately, thinking to myself that here lies19 all the opportunities I could 
ever want! [3] It would be the best of both worlds: helping people while gaining valuable on-the-job 
experience! [4] So I put on a nice pair of slacks, a blouse,20 and some comfortable shoes-don't all nurses 
wear comfortable shoes?-and went to visit the business office. [5] Fortunately, the hospital director was 
quite willing to let me help out, and he said I could start that summer as soon as I finished my finals. 

 
[3] 

The director gave me a brief tour of various departments as he told me about the primary focus of each, 
an expert himself in every facet of hospital administration,22 until we stopped right in front of the maternity 
ward. "This is where you're going to work," he said, ushering me through the brown double doors. 
Walking into the ward, my ears were immediately overwhelmed. Women23 yelled and newborns wailed. 
Nurses rushed around to adjust medical instruments that screamed for attention. I felt suspicious24 in the 
center of so much action and wondered if I had been too hasty in seeking out such a difficult service 
project. 

[4] 
Apparently my fear must have shown clearly on my face as25 I looked around because the director said, 
"Don't worry. You'll get used to the pace up here. You are going to help in the nursery." With that, we 
walked down the busy hallway past the numerous delivery rooms26 and into the most peaceful room I've 
ever seen. The pastel colors provided a quiet backdrop to the humming of machines and soft coos of 
sleeping infants. A whispering nurse, the one in charge of the nursery,27 welcomed me, thanked me for 
volunteering, and asked me to start folding some baby blankets and placing it28 in the appropriate drawer. 
The director gave me a questioning look, which I returned with a quiet nod. 

 I got right to work. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMI DAY 1 NAME  DATE 

16. F. NO CHANGE 

G. I keep 

H. I am keeping 

J. I have kept 

17. A. NO CHANGE 

B. future, hoping 

C. future. Hoping 

D. future praying 

18. F. NO CHANGE 

G. nursing, therefore, 

H. nursing, so 

J. nursing, but 

19. A. NO CHANGE 

B. lays 

C. lay 

D. lie 

20. F. NO CHANGE 

G. pair, of slacks, a blouse, 

H. pair, of slacks, a blouse 

J. pair of slacks a blouse 

21. For the sake of the logic and coherence of this paragraph, Sentence 2 should be placed 

A. where it is now. 

B. after Sentence 3. 

C. after Sentence 4. 

D. after Sentence 5. 



AMI DAY 2 NAME DATE 

 

DIRECTIONS: In the passages that follow, certain words and phrases are underlined and numbered. In 
the right-hand column, you will find alternatives for the underlined part. In most cases, you are to choose 
the one that best expresses the idea, makes the statement appropriate for standard written English, or is 
worded most consistently with the style and tone of the passage as a whole. If you think the original 
version is best, choose “NO CHANGE.” In some cases, you will find in the right-hand column a question 
about the underlined part. You are to choose the best answer to the question. 
You will also find questions about a section of the passage, or about the passage as a whole. These 
questions do not refer to an underlined portion of the passage, but rather are identified by a number or 
numbers in a box. 
For each question, choose the alternative you consider best and circle the corresponding oval on your 
answer document. Read each passage through once before you begin to answer the questions that 
accompany it. For many of the questions, you must read several sentences beyond the question to 
determine the answer. Be sure that you have read far enough ahead each time you choose an 
alternative. 

 
No Place I’d Rather Be 

[1] 
I started taking group skating lessons when I was four. I progressed through various levels rapidly and 

gave my first ice performance at age winning local and regional competitions. I began 
seriously training when I was nine years old. Mom and I would wake up at four o’clock in the morning, six 
days a week. I’d skate for five hours. Then I’d go to school 

[2] 

Saying good-bye to my  made me homesick before I 

 deep down that I had to leave and train full-time in Canada to give my dreams a 
chance at reality. I went to compete in the Olympic Games in 1992. No one, not my coach or even my 

family, ever talked to me about  In fact, I wouldn’t even allow myself to think about it. I thought 

my thoughts would jinx me.  went with the attitude that I wanted to enjoy the Olympic spirit. 

 
[3] 

My practice sessions felt great leading up to the competition. Finally, the day arrived. I remember 
stepping onto the ice and thinking, I can’t do this. How am I going to keep myself from freaking out? I took 

a deep breath and  a solid performance that placed me first going into the finals. 
[4] 

When medals were awarded, I found myself on the  around my neck and 

 playing. Words can’t describe the overwhelming mixture of emotions I felt. 
[5] 

[1] Two days later, I was the first of the final six skaters on the  [2] My long 10 
performance started well, but I slipped while completing one of my easiest triple jumps, and my hand 
touched the ice. [3] I didn’t want to make two mistakes in a row, so next I did a jump with just two spins to 
play it safe. [4] Usually jumps have three spins. [5] As I neared the end, I had one more jump, the triple 
Lutz. [6] Okay, this is it. [7] You have to do this, I told myself. [8] I landed perfectly. 

 
[6] 

 Frozen water can be so painfully hard and oh so cold—just as life can be. Ice 
doesn’t care who skates across its surface. It doesn’t care who loses balance and falls on 

 slippery back. Still, when the lights go on and the crowd roars its welcome, there’s no place I’d rather 
be. 
 



AMI DAY 2 NAME DATE 

 

1. A. NO CHANGE 

B. seven. Soon I started 

C. seven, soon I was 

D. seven. Soon I had 

 
2. F. NO CHANGE 

G. family, and, friends 

H. family and friends, 

J. family and friends 

 
3. Which of the following alternatives to the underlined portion would NOT be acceptable?  

 

A. even left yet I knew 

B. even left. I knew 

C. even left; I knew 

D. even left; however, I knew 

 

4. Given that all of the choices are true, which one provides information that is most relevant at this point 
in the essay? 

 

F. NO CHANGE 

G. all the hard work required 

H. the joy of competing in the Olympics 

J. winning a gold medal 

 
5. A. NO CHANGE 

B. Nevertheless, I 

C. However, I 

D. I 

 
 



AMI DAY 3 NAME DATE 

Essay Task 

Write a unified, coherent essay in which you evaluate multiple perspectives on high school-based career-readiness 

programs. In your essay, be sure to: 

-analyze and evaluate the perspectives given 
-state and develop your own perspective on the issue 
-explain the relationship between your perspective and those given 
 
Your perspective may be in full agreement with any of the others, in partial agreement, or wholly different. Whatever 

the case, support your ideas with logical reasoning and detailed, persuasive examples. 

Planning Your Essay 

Use the space below and on the back cover to generate ideas and plan your essay. You may wish to consider the 

following as you think critically about the task: 

Strengths and weaknesses of the three given perspectives 

-What insights do they offer, and what do they fail to consider? 

-Why might they be persuasive to others, or why might they fail to persuade? 
Your own knowledge, experience, and values 
-What is your perspective on this issue, and what are its strengths and weaknesses? 
-How will you support your perspective in your essay? 

Career Readiness Programs 

High school curriculum is designed to ready students for future career paths, many of which include higher education. 

Whether or not students choose to attend college, a comprehensive high school education provides an essential 

foundation. Some educators argue that high schools have an obligation to provide career readiness training for students 

who do not intend to pursue a college degree. Should high schools invest time and money to develop programs for 

students who do not wish to continue their education beyond 12th grade? Given the many factors that students weigh 

when considering if, where, and when to attend college, it is prudent for educators to explore programs that contribute 

to a better- skilled workforce. 

Read and carefully consider these perspectives. Each offers suggestions regarding high school-based career-readiness 

programs. 

Perspective One 

Rather than concentrating solely on students who may not pursue higher education, high schools should help all 

students develop valuable skills for the workforce. Requiring students to complete classes that focus on key cognitive 

strategies, content knowledge, and relevant skills and techniques will help them enter the workforce, either 

immediately after high school or later in their lives. 

Perspective Two 

Career-readiness training should be provided for students who do not wish to pursue college, and should be particularly 

targeted at students who are at risk for dropping out. By reframing their high school experience as training for successful 

careers rather than government-mandated learning, students can succeed where they may previously have failed. 

Perspective Three 

Students who do not want to pursue higher education should not be given additional accommodations in high school, 

because they should not be provided any incentives to not attend college. College is the best way to learn how to be 

productive in the workforce, and students should be encouraged to attend, since it is in their best interest. 
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DIRECTIONS: In the passages that follow, certain words and phrases are underlined and numbered. In 
the right-hand column, you will find alternatives for the underlined part. In most cases, you are to choose 
the one that best expresses the idea, makes the statement appropriate for standard written English, or is 
worded most consistently with the style and tone of the passage as a whole. If you think the original 
version is best, choose “NO CHANGE.” In some cases, you will find in the right-hand column a question 
about the underlined part. You are to choose the best answer to the question. 
You will also find questions about a section of the passage, or about the passage as a whole. These 
questions do not refer to an underlined portion of the passage, but rather are identified by a number or 
numbers in a box. 
For each question, choose the alternative you consider best and circle the corresponding oval on your 
answer document. Read each passage through once before you begin to answer the questions that 
accompany it. For many of the questions, you must read several sentences beyond the question to 
determine the answer. Be sure that you have read far enough ahead each time you choose an 
alternative. 

 
Give a Snake a Break 

Throughout much of history, snakes have had a reputation for being more deadly then31 they actually are. 
Negative associations abound: a "snake in the grass" is a seemingly innocent person intent on causing 
harm. 

 A "snake charmer" uses flattery to distract you from his shady intent. Nearly every reference to a 
snake that is popular33 in modern society bears this negative connotation. Despite this perception, the 
snake, with its34 ugly, slimy appearance, is one of the most unjustly maligned creatures on the planet. 
Snakes are only rarely dangerous to humans. Their fangs,35 so intimidating when the snakes are hissing, 
are designed not to attack people but to hold small prey;36 small rodents, birds, insects, etc. Only 
exceptionally large snakes, like pythons or anacondas, pose a real threat. Most of the time, the typical 
snake you encounter in your backyard is more afraid of you than you are of it and will gladly avoid any 
contact with you. 
Poisonous snakes-such as rattlesnakes, vipers, and cobras-are most frightening to people, but they 
attack if they are only provoked.37 While certainly venomous, these snakes pose a threat mainly to smaller 
animals. Of the 5 million snake bites that occur each year to humans around the world, only about 2.5 
percent prove fatal. 

 Prompt treatment with one of the available antivenoms do much39 to ensure the victim's survival. 
Although you may get an infection at the wound site, you can be effectively treated, seeing as40 you are 
still shaken from the encounter, you will survive. 
 

Why put up with snakes at all? Even if they don't normally kill humans, most people still considering them 

a nuisance and avoiding41 them like the plague. Individuals who dislike snakes for this reason do not 

appreciate the great service snakes do for humanity. The typical diet of a snake includes small rodents 

like rats, mice, gophers, and prairie dogs, as well as lizards, birds, fish, and insects. We may not 

like snakes, if they42 were mysteriously wiped out of existence, however, we would be virtually overrun 

with other vermin that would spread disease and filth. 

So, next time you hear about someone putting down snakes, stand up for our legless friends. These 
snakes in the grass help us more than we might think.43 
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31. A. NO CHANGE 

B. a reputation for being more deadly than 

C. a reputation as the most deadly than 

D. the deadliest reputation then 

32. Given that all the following statements are true, which one provides the most relevant information 

at this point in the essay? 

F. Snake oil refers to fake medicine that promises impossible results. 

G. Most snakes are passive creatures that will never cause you injury. 

H. Snakes are carnivorous reptiles that can be found on every continent except Antarctica. 

J. Pet snakes have becomes increasingly common over the last decade. 

33. A. NO CHANGE 

B. reference that is popular about a snake 

C. famous reference they have about a snake 

D. popular reference to a snake 

34. F. NO CHANGE 

G. who's 

H. sporting it's 

J. with its' 

35. A. NO CHANGE 

B. fangs being 

C. fangs, so they are 

D. fangs, they are 

36. F. NO CHANGE 

G. prey, 

H. prey: 

J. prey 



AMI DAY 5  NAME DATE 

Essay Task 

Write a unified, coherent essay in which you evaluate multiple perspectives on technology free time. In your essay, be 

sure to: 

-analyze and evaluate the perspectives given 
-state and develop your own perspective on the issue 
-explain the relationship between your perspective and those given 
 
Your perspective may be in full agreement with any of the others, in partial agreement, or wholly different. Whatever 

the case, support your ideas with logical reasoning and detailed, persuasive examples. 

Planning Your Essay 

Use the space below and on the back cover to generate ideas and plan your essay. You may wish to consider the 

following as you think critically about the task: 

Strengths and weaknesses of the three given perspectives 

-What insights do they offer, and what do they fail to consider? 

-Why might they be persuasive to others, or why might they fail to persuade? 
Your own knowledge, experience, and values 
-What is your perspective on this issue, and what are its strengths and weaknesses? 
-How will you support your perspective in your essay? 

Tech-Free Time 

People today are almost never free from their electronic devices. They constantly monitor their phones, exchange texts 
and photo, mind their social media pages, work on their laptops and tablets, watch videos, play online games, and 
engage in countless other plugged-in pursuits. But a growing number of people are beginning to question this practice. 
They believe that an overdependence on electronic devices is harmful to their health, their relationships, and perhaps 
their humanity. Accordingly, they adopt and recommend deliberate "tech-free time" during which they avoid the use of 
the technologies so prevalent in the world around them. Given the predominance of digital technologies in our daily 
lives, it is worth considering whether some self-imposed tech-free time might have value. 
Read and carefully consider these perspectives. Each suggests a particular way of thinking about the value of tech-free 
time. 

Perspective one 

Being connected to technology is what defines us as modern people. There is no point in pretending that we do not 
depend on and enjoy our digital world. 

Perspective two 

Some tech-free time is essential for restoring us to our true selves. Our devices keep us from experiencing and 
appreciating the real world around us. 

Perspective three 

Most people cannot stay away from their digital devices even if they want to. Either their livelihoods of family 
relationships depend on being constantly connected, or else they are simply addicted to their devices and cannot break 
free. 
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