
REOPENING & COVID-19 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

 
 
Lakeside School District intends to provide timely responses and information 
regarding plans for returning to school in the 2020-2021 school year. Please note 
that this document is designed to address the most frequently asked questions. For 
responses to questions that specifically pertain to your child’s school or individual 
circumstances, please contact your child’s principal. Please note that this 
information is fluid and may be updated based on changing health conditions and 
guidelines. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
To submit additional “new” questions, please use this form.  
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PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS FLUID AND MAY BE UPDATED 
 BASED ON CHANGING HEALTH CONDITIONS AND GUIDELINES. 

GENERAL 
 
When is the first day of school for the 2020-2021 school year? 
➔ The state has mandated schools open no earlier than August 24th and no later than August 

26. Lakeside’s Calendar committee is generating a new calendar for the 2020-2021 School 
Year. Our official Calendar will be made public once approved by the School Board. 

 
How will we prepare our kids for school being different this year? 
➔ Our Family and Community Engagement team is working on developing a number of 

resources for our families that will be available on https://lakesidesd.org/lakesideison 
 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
 
SANITATION 
What are the plans for sanitation in the schools? (classrooms, restrooms, cafeterias, main 
offices, chrome books, computers, playground equipment, etc.) 
➔ Sanitation measures will be put into place to include the cleaning of common areas, 

disinfectant wipes, and hand sanitizer for all students entering and exiting classrooms. 
Frequent handwashing will also be encouraged among students and staff. Hand sanitizer will 
be provided by the school. 

 
Will staff and students be trained on safety protocols? 
➔ Yes, all staff and students will be trained. 

 
How often will classes be sanitized? 
➔ Classes will be sanitized at the end of each use/daily. 

 
 
MASKS/FACE COVERINGS 
Who will be required to wear a face covering/mask? 
➔ A face covering will be a requirement for any individual on the Lakeside campus. This 

includes all students, staff members, and visitors,  unless it has been determined to be a 
greater health risk, according to the student’s individual health plan that is on file with the 
District. 

 
Will I have to provide a face covering/mask for my student? 
➔ Yes, Lakeside asks that families provide a face covering for their student. This decision was 

made so that parents can have control over what is most suitable for their child with regard 
to allergies, material type, comfortability, etc. However, if a face covering is forgotten, 
Lakeside will have disposable masks available for students.  
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PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS FLUID AND MAY BE UPDATED 
 BASED ON CHANGING HEALTH CONDITIONS AND GUIDELINES. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING 
Will social distancing guidelines be observed? 
➔ Social distancing will be observed as much as feasibly possible; however, at times students 

will be closer than the recommended 6 ft. apart. We will redesign classrooms, cafeteria 
spaces, and other high traffic areas to increase the space between students, but we cannot 
always guarantee it will be 6 ft. 

 
What is the plan for athletic and extracurricular team/group activities?  
➔ Lakeside will follow the guidelines established by the Arkansas Athletic Association (AAA) and 

the Arkansas Department of Health. (https://www.aractivities.org/covid19) 
 
How do you plan to maintain social distancing during transition times (arrival, dismissal, 
recess, lunch times, restroom breaks, class changes, etc.) 
➔ Lakeside will work to ensure social distancing to the extent possible. Each school will develop 

a plan to social distance as much as possible during all transitions.  
 
SCREENING 
Will students and adults be screened daily? 
➔ Both students and adults will be asked to complete a daily screening from home each day 

before coming to school. Individuals should not come to school if they answer yes to any of 
the following questions: 

● Have you had a fever of 100.4% or greater in the last two days? 
● Have you had a cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat, or loss of taste or smell? 
● Have you been in contact with a person known to be infected with COVID-19 within 

the previous 14 days? 
 
If a staff member or student is showing symptoms, will they be sent home immediately? 
➔ Lakeside is working to put a detailed procedure in place.  

 
What if a parent is unable to pick up their student immediately? 
➔ Lakeside is working to put a detailed procedure in place. 

 
How do you plan to distinguish between COVID and general illnesses/cold/allergies? 
➔ Fortunately, Lakeside has three Registered Nurses and a Nurse Practitioner on campus daily, 

and with the new school based health clinic (Rams Health Clinic) a Pediatrician who is on 
campus multiple times a week. We feel confident that we can use our health care 
professionals on campus to help us evaluate student and employee symptoms.  

 
 

 

ACADEMICS 
 
By filling out the Ready for Learning Survey, am I “locking in” to a selection for my child for 
the 2020-2021 school year? 
➔ Filling out the survey does not commit your child to the choice indefinitely. This survey was 

created to help Lakeside plan for the upcoming school year. We need as many responses as 
possible to help determine staffing for schools (# of teachers, # of bus drivers, etc.,) and gain 
an understanding of how our families are feeling about starting school. 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS FLUID AND MAY BE UPDATED 
 BASED ON CHANGING HEALTH CONDITIONS AND GUIDELINES. 

 
If my student can’t return to the traditional classroom for any reason, what are my options? 
➔ Your student will be able to continue their coursework virtually. 

 
If my student chooses Online Learning or Hybrid Learning, will they be able to participate in 
extracurricular activities? 
➔ Yes; however, parents will be responsible for providing transportation and students will be 

subject to all ADH and Lakeside health and safety guidelines while participating.   
 
What do blended classes look like? 
➔ Blended classes are what families recognize as traditional learning but incorporated with a 

digital component. Blended learning will give students and teachers alike the confidence 
they need in the event the District must transfer to remote learning. The blend is a 
combination of digitally-anchored activities and other activities. Science classes will still 
perform labs, math classes will still have whole group and small group activities, etc. 

 
If we send kids to school, will there still be an opportunity for hands-on learning? 
➔ Yes! Students will still get to participate in a number of hands-on learning activities; however, 

sanitation protocols and special precautions will be taken to ensure student and staff safety. 
 
Is there still going to be traditional learning/teaching? 
➔ Yes, for Onsite instruction. Blended classes will use both traditional learning/teaching 

methods and incorporate a digital component. 
 
 
HYBRID MODEL 
How many hours of in-person instruction are required? 
➔ There is not a set number of instruction hours for the Hybrid Model. Families will work out a 

schedule that fits their families’ needs. 
 
Are there specific set hours to be on campus or is it more flexible? 
➔ No. There is not a specific time frame for students to be on campus for Onsite Learning. 

 
Is every day Hybrid? Or are there specific days at school and specific days at home? 
➔ Yes. Once a family has selected the Hybrid Model option for learning, the family will consult 

with their school to come up with a schedule that best suits their student’s and families’ 
needs. 

 
Will students be restricted to courses based on what option they enroll in or will all courses 
be offered in the Onsite Learning and Hybrid Model? 
➔ No. Students will not be restricted from any courses.  
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PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS FLUID AND MAY BE UPDATED 
 BASED ON CHANGING HEALTH CONDITIONS AND GUIDELINES. 

TRANSPORTATION 
 
Will bus transportation be provided? 
➔ Yes, the district will provide bus transportation for all students as normal. Based on current 

ADH guidance, students will be required to wear face coverings. Bus routes will remain the 
same. View our current bus stop schedule. 

 
Will buses be sanitized? 
➔ Yes. Lakeside will follow State and Arkansas Department of Health guidelines for cleaning 

and sanitizing buses.  

 
PRIMARY SPECIFIC 
 
Will PreK kids have to wear masks/face coverings? 
➔ Yes, all students, employees, and visitors will be required to wear masks/face coverings. 

 
Will staff children in PreK or schools before or after hours be required to wear masks? 
➔ Yes. While on the Lakeside campus, all employees, students, and visitors will be required to 

wear masks/face coverings. 
 
What does the schedule look like? 
➔ The Primary schedule will have core learning in the morning. Lunch, recess, interventions, 

and enrichment activities are scheduled for the afternoon. 
 
Will students eat in their rooms or go to the cafeteria? 
➔ Due to construction and social distancing guidelines, primary students will eat lunch in their 

classroom. 
 
What will recess look like? Will masks be required outside during recess? Will an entire grade 
level go out together? 
➔ Primary students will have two recess times each day. Students will not be required to wear 

a mask during recess; however, social distancing will be encouraged while on the 
playground. Yes, an entire grade level will go to recess together. Times will be staggered for 
entering and exiting the playground. Students will be entering and exiting different doors to 
help with social distancing. 

 
Will Online students be allowed to interact live with the rest of the class? 
➔ Yes, Online students will be allowed to interact live with the rest of the class. 

 
Will lessons be prerecorded or will the teacher be teaching in real-time? 
➔ Some lessons will be prerecorded and the teacher will teach  in real-time when possible. 

 
Will students be required to come on campus for assessments? 
➔ Yes. Students will be required to come to campus for state-mandated tests. 

 
 

 

5 



PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS FLUID AND MAY BE UPDATED 
 BASED ON CHANGING HEALTH CONDITIONS AND GUIDELINES. 

 
INTERMEDIATE SPECIFIC 
 
What will the Intermediate schedule look like? 
➔ The day will begin at 8 AM and end at 3 PM. 4th Grade lunch will be at 11 AM; 2nd Grade 

lunch will be 11:40 AM; and 3rd Grade lunch will be at 12:20 PM. Parents choosing to pick 
their students up early will need to coordinate a time with their teacher that is consistent 
and optimal. 

 
Will students eat in their rooms or go to the cafeteria? 
➔ No more than two classes will eat in the cafeteria at one time. The remaining students will 

eat in the classroom or outside if the teacher so chooses, weather permitting. 
 
Will students be required to come on campus for assessments? 
➔ Yes. Students will be required to come to campus for state-mandated tests. 

 
 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL SPECIFIC 
 
Will students get to participate in activities and athletics? 
➔  When we are at school physically, all classes will meet; however, classes will have to be 

modified to accommodate ADH and CDC guidelines. 

 
Will students change classes physically? 
➔ Presently, we are planning on 5th graders to stay in their classrooms and teachers will move. 

6th and 7th graders will have to move from class to class due to their schedules. 
 
Will students Onsite be assigned a device for their use only, or will they be sharing devices? 
➔ Our Tech Support Team is still researching and studying best practices. For any shared 

devices, we will use our general disinfection expectations and clean chrome books between 
use. 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS FLUID AND MAY BE UPDATED 
 BASED ON CHANGING HEALTH CONDITIONS AND GUIDELINES. 

 
 

 
HIGH SCHOOL SPECIFIC 
 
What will lunch look like? 
➔ Students will have multiple places to eat, including the cafeterias, the bus ramp, courtyards, 

library, testing center, common areas on each side of the building, and designated areas in 
the hallways.  This will allow for greater social distancing. 

 
Are you going to have enough subs for teachers that may get the virus? Or that have to be 
quarantined due to probable close contact with a positive case? 
➔ By utilizing our paraprofessionals and subs from WillSub, we will work to ensure that we 

have options and enough people to manage all classes. 
 
When a teacher is out, will students be in the cafeteria like previous years? 
➔ When teachers are out, students will use a virtual learning environment with an adult 

supervising either in their classroom or in an area with space for social distancing. 
 
Will students opting for Online or Hybrid options be able to participate in the extracurricular 
activities? 
➔ Yes, all students who are eligible in accordance with district and AAA guidelines will be able 

to participate in extracurricular activities. 
   
Will students have all classes/electives/activities as normal (in all three options)? 
➔ Yes, because we value all classes, electives, and activities, students will be able to participate 

no matter which option they choose.  
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