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By Brett Hoffman

CRANDALL— In the
final game between two
Class 4A schools headed to
the state playoffs, Crandall
defeated Athens, 48-14, on
Friday night at Pirate
Stadium.

The Hornets finished the
regular season 5-4 overall
and 3-2 in District 9-4A. The
Pirates finished the season
at 7-2 overall and 4-1 in the
district.

“Crandall’s a heck of a
football team,” Athens coach
Paul Essary said. “They did
a great job. They’re going to
represent our district well.
We made some mistakes
tonight that we’ve got to get
corrected. We’re going to
work on that this next week.
We’re going to come out and
play our best football."

Athens entered Friday’s
game having won four
games this season by scoring
50 points or more. But
Crandall’s stalwart defense
shut down Athens’ offense
throughout the night. In the
first half, for example,
Athens’ only touchdown
came on a kickoff return. 

The Hornets also could
not stop senior running back
Doneric Rivers, who scored
four rushing touchdowns in
the first half and five over-
all.

He scored the game’s first
three touchdowns from 18
yards, 35 yards and 25
yards. After all of that, the
Pirates led 21-0 with 2:50
remaining in the first half.
But Athens got on the board
on a kickoff return run by
senior Rhejhi Sherfield to
help make the score 21-7
with 2:27 remaining in the
second quarter.

Crandall’s fourth score of
the first half came after sen-
ior Jordan Colquitt ran the
ball back to the Athens 16
on the kickoff. Rivers scored
from 16 yards out to help
give Crandall a 28-7 lead
with 2:22 remaining in the
first half.

Crandall scored on its
first possession in the second
half. Quarterback Josh
Redding scored on an 18-
yard keeper to help the
Pirates take a 34-7 lead with
10:29 remaining in the third. 

Crandall’s next scoring
drive came after taking over

on downs at the Pirates’ 40.
Rivers scored on a 32-yard
touchdown run to help the
Pirates take a 41-7 lead with
2:44 remaining in the third
quarter.

Athens showed some life
early in the fourth quarter.
Sherfield scored his second
touchdown of the night, this
time on a 91-yard TD run to
help make the score 41-14
with 11:42 remaining in the
game.

Crandall scored on a drive
after taking over on the
Athens 30 on a recovered
fumble. The Pirates' second-
string quarterback Holt
Reese scored on a 26-yard
keeper to help make the
score 48-14 with 6:37
remaining.

Despite a tough loss, the
Hornets are headed to the
playoffs, in which it’s a clean
slate for state title con-
tenders.

“I told our guys the win-
ner continues and the loser
puts their pads up,” Essary
said. “We’ve got to play our
best football from here on
out.”

Cayuga 32
Cross Roads 0

Eustace 31
Madison 26

Oakwood 85
Trinidad 0

Midlothian Heritage 56
Mabank 28

In final game, Pirates take down Hornets, 48-14

By Blaine Clamon

The Kemp
Yellowjackets and the
Malakoff Tigers met at
Tiger Stadium in
Malakoff on Friday
night in a showdown
to determine the win-
ner of the District 6-3A
championship, and
Kemp came out on top,
22-20.

But the first quar-
ter was a struggle for
both offenses. Kemp's
defense forced consecu-
tive turnovers on
downs on Malakoff ’s
first two possessions.
It had two potential

scoring plays on their
first two drives. A 72-
yard touchdown catch
by Desmond Tutson
was called back on a
facemask penalty, and
Brock Dedie dropped a
pass on what would
have been a 38-yard
touchdown catch. The
second quarter was
also a defensive show-
ing. After two big
catches by Darel
Booker on Kemp’s first
drive into Malakoff
territory, the Tigers
intercepted Cameron
Clamon in the end
zone with 9:17 until
halftime. After a four-

and-a-half-minute
Tigers drive, with 4:40
to go, Kemp’s defense
recovered a fumble.
Kemp and Malakoff
exchanged punts as
the Yellowjackets
kneeled with 30 sec-
onds left to send the
game into halftime
scoreless. The
Yellowjackets found its
offensive groove as the
second half started.
Their opening drive
took 5:45 as they
marched down the
field and Clamon ran
into the end zone for a
5-yard touchdown run
and the 7-0 lead with

6:15 left in the third
quarter. With 3:35 to
go in the third, the
Yellowjackets capital-
ized on a muffed
Tigers punt with an 8-
yard touchdown run
from Desmond Jones
for the 14-0 lead. After
another Malakoff punt,
Clamon found the end
zone for his second
touchdown run with
1:50 to go, and Kemp
built its advantage to
20-0 after a missed
extra point. But with
four seconds left,
Darion Pearce found
Kaderrious Thomas for
a 26-yard touchdown

catch, and the Tigers
got on the board to
trail, 20-7, going into
the fourth quarter.
With 6:01 remaining in
regulation, Pearce
found Thomas again
for a 77-yard touch-
down pass, and the
Tigers cut the lead to
20-14. The Tigers did
not quit. After a big
stop from the Tigers
defense, they got the
ball at Kemp’s 46-yard
line with 3:31 left.
With 1:36 to go, Pearce
found Nathan Jones
for a touchdown pass,
and the Tigers tied it
at 20-20. But the

Yellowjackets defense
blocked the extra
point, and Jaise Bowie
returned the ball to
quickly give Kemp the
lead back at 22-20. The
Yellowjackets ran the
clock out on their next
drive and escaped with
a big road win to
clinch the district
title.Kemp finishes the
regular season at 8-2
and 5-0 in district,
while Malakoff finish-
es 7-2 and 4-1 in dis-
trict. Kemp begins its
playoff run in Royse
City on Thursday
against the Lone Oak
Buffaloes.

Yellowjackets escape Tigers for district title
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Photo by Brett Hoffman
Athens players stand for the national anthem before losing to
Crandall, 48-14, on Friday night. 

What’s the easiest way
to stay up to date on local
sports scores?

Just FOLLOW us!
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