
 
Social Studies Fair Project and Goals 

 
The purpose of the Social Studies Fair projects is to provide Evangeline Parish elementary, middle 
school/junior high and high school students the opportunity to be critical thinking citizens who can 
effectively explore and communicate self-chosen topics in sociology, political science, Louisiana history, 
history, geography, economics and anthropology.  Each presentation is designed to show application of a 
basic truth or generalization or to show research in a study of people in their relation to the physical 
environment. 
Focus for Evangeline Parish Social Studies Students: 

1. To give an opportunity to interpret the multi-cultural, social, political and economic forces of our 
time.  

2. To recognize and reward outstanding scholarship and achievement  
3. To provide an opportunity to examine and to learn the ideas and principles of American 

democracy and the spirit of patriotism as taught in Social Studies. 
4. To provide an opportunity to relate our daily lives to the ideas and principles taught in social 

studies classrooms. 
5. To create an opportunity to compare and show what others are doing in social studies throughout 

our district, region and state. 
6. To encourage the conduction of creative research and discover ways in which they can contribute 

to the development of society.  
7. To encourage an exchange of techniques and ideas that have been successful in their 

classrooms.  
8. To lead in critical thinking in various areas as a means of broadening and deepening social 

concepts. 
9. To generate public interest in and appreciation for the broad area of content in social studies 
10. To develop an appreciation and understanding among the public for the talent, skill and ability of 

our youth. 
11. To encourage parents to become more actively and appropriately involved in the education of 

their children 
12. To reinforce the Social Studies Common Core Standards of history, geography, civics and 

economics. 
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Dear Parents and Students,  
 
As part of the social studies curriculum, students in grades 4-12 are encouraged to complete a social 
studies project and participate in their school social studies fair.  The social studies project provides an 
opportunity for students to practice and refine research skills that can be used now and in the future to 
make informed decisions.  
 
Completing a social studies project will provide a valuable experience for your child and help to improve a 
child’s critical thinking skills, build self-confidence, increase organizational skills, teach goal setting, 
develop responsibility and improve reading, writing and speaking skills.  
 
A successful social studies project requires the completion of the following responsibilities:  
Teacher Responsibilities:  

● Share information regarding the social studies fair, including rules and regulation 
● Read and understand the rules and regulations for completing a social studies project 
● Use a variety of instructional techniques including guidance in understanding concepts and 

research methodology along with teaching identification of claims, evidence, reasoning and 
communication skills from different types of resources.  

● Provide support and guidance for students participating in the social studies fair. 
 
Student Responsibilities: 

● Actively participate in all social studies classroom activities and instruction  
● Read and understand the rules and regulations for completing a social studies project 
● Complete and submit all necessary forms 
● Complete all steps related to a social studies project (pages 12-20, 35-38) 

 
Parent Responsibilities:  

● Read and understand the rules and regulations for completing a social studies project.  If you 
have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher. 

● Be supportive and encouraging to your child’s efforts, helping your child to choose a topic. 
● Help your child to comply with deadlines and timetables in completing his/her social studies 

project.  
● Help with transportation to the library, research site and other places.  
● Help with arranging interviews and being present during interviews.  
● Ask questions (Can your child describe his/her social studies project?) 
● Assist your child in seeking additional help when needed. 
● Help your child obtain the materials needed for ihs/her project. 
● Guide your child through the project allowing his/her to assume the responsibility for its 

completion. 
● If your child places 1st, 2nd, or 3rd at the parish fair, and wishes to participate at the 

regional fair, a $15 fee and all entry documents will be collected the day of the parish fair 
by the regional representative (to participate in the regional fair at ULL).  If your child 
places 1st or 2nd at the regional fair, a $25 fee and all entry documents will be collected 
the day of the regional fair by the state representative (to participate in the state fair in 
Lake Charles).  Parents are responsible for paying the fees for your child to compete 
beyond the parish level.  Fees are per project.  

Remember, you are encouraged to assist your child in the completion of his or her social studies project. 
The operative word is assist. If social studies project is to be a true learning experience for your 
child, it is imperative that the child does the work.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES DISCIPLINES  

The following descriptions of the social studies disciplines are guidelines to help place projects in the 
correct classifications.  
 

DISCIPLINES Descriptions Examples of 
Topics 

Sample Titles 

ANTHROPOLOGY  
The study of human beings 
from prehistory to 
contemporary societies. It 
includes all aspects of 
human development, both 
physical development and 
cultural heritage. 
Anthropology includes many 
diverse branches of the 
study of humanity and its 
social adaptations. The field 
is so broad that 
anthropologists are 
specialists in some branch.  

Culture developed by 
people living and thinking 
together.  
Cultural patterns differ widely 
among the peoples of the 
world.  Each nation has 
different morals and 
folkways.  Group culture is 
influenced by the material 
factors of life Nations are 
influenced by other nations in 
patterns of daily living.  The 
human race has passed 
through many states of 
cultural changes.  
 
 

Ancient 
civilizations, 
Native 
Americans, 
customs, 
festivals, types 
of shelter and 
food, religion, 
etc. 
 
(Approval for 
this discipline is 
required by 
regional fair 
director) 

 “How to Dress? 
Changing Rights 
and Responsibilities 
of Muslim Women.” 
 
 "Who Are the 
Aborigine of 
Australia and How 
Has Their Culture 
Survived?" 
 
 

ECONOMICS  
The study of the production 
and exchange of goods 
produced by humanity. The 
economist analyzes the data, 
issues, and public policies 
related to the production, 
distribution and consumption 
of scarce resources. The 
economist describes the 
economic system in an effort 
to explain how people satisfy 
their wants and needs. The 
economic behavior of 
humans is concerned with 
methods of doing business, 
producing, organizing (labor 
and management), financing, 
and regulating these 
activities. 
 

Wants and needs satisfied 
by people laboring 
People utilize their natural 
environments to satisfy their 
needs and wants.  They 
engage in the production of 
goods and services.  They 
are faced by problems of 
changing economics, 
methods and organizations.  

Money, 
manufacturing, 
trade, 
transportation of 
goods and 
services, 
communication, 
inflation, stock 
exchange, 
Common 
Marker, 
government, 
budgers, etc.  

"How Does 
Advertising Affect 
the Spending Habits 
of Fifth Grade 
Students at Our 
School?" 
 
"Are America's 
Elderly Facing Cost 
Catastrophe?" "How 
Do You Finance A 
War?" 
 
"What Would Be the 
Economic Impact of 
Prohibition of the 
Sale of Cigarettes 
and Other Tobacco 
Products?"  
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GEOGRAPHY  
The study of the earth's 
surface, humanity's 
utilization of raw materials 
and resources, and human 
behavior as influenced by 
location and other 
geographic factors. 
Geography is the study of 
the relationship between the 
physical environment and 
human activities. A 
geographer describes the 
earth's surface, the changes 
that occur in it, the 
knowledge of its various 
parts (land, water and 
atmosphere), and  the 
theories of its formation and 
change.  

People and nature intersect 
The management and 
utilization of the natural 
environment is a major 
problem for people. The 
natural environment is greatly 
diversified, offering both 
opportunities and restrictions 
to activities. The natural 
environment provides the 
setting and raw material for 
human activities and is, in 
turn, altered by the activity. 
Constant interaction between 
people and the environment 
take place. The geographer 
studies both the physical and 
cultural elements of the 
environment, as well as the 
interaction between the two.  

Ecology, foreign 
countries, land 
and people, 
maps, flooding, 
rivers, lakes, 
cities, 
conservations, 
etc.  

"Who Are the 
Palestinians?"  
 
"What Do You Know 
About Liberia?" 
 
 "What Happens to 
the Town When the 
Factory Closes?” 
“What Does Drought 
Mean to the State of 
Louisiana?" 
 

HISTORY  
Encompasses all that has 
happened to humanity. 
History in a narrower sense 
can be limited to the history 
of a country (all that 
happened in that country), or 
it can be limited to a group of 
people, an institution, a 
community, etc. History is 
more than a systematic 
record of events of the past, 
because it usually includes 
analysis and explanation of 
these events. History is the 
record of changes of 
civilizations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The continuous narrative of 
human progress. 
Nothing in history has 
occurred in isolation or in a 
vacuum.  The concept of 
continuity and change, of 
cause and effect 
relationships, and of 
evolutionary character are 
understood only when events 
are linked in the long 
passage of time.  

Story of 
mankind, 
historical 
events, places, 
biographies, 
personalities,  
wars, etc.  

“How Much Do You 
Know About Your 
School's History?"  
 
"Our Flag: How Did 
it Evolve?"  
 
“Is Truth a Defense? 
John Peter Zenger 
and Freedom of the 
Press"  
"How Did Jackie 
Robinson Change 
Baseball?" 
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LOUISIANA HISTORY 
Encompasses all that has 
happened in Louisiana 
humanity.  The history of 
Louisiana is limited to the 
state, its people, institutions, 
communities, etc.  (see 
History explanation above) 
 

The history of Louisiana is 
long and rich 
From its earliest settlement 
by Native Americans to its 
status as the linchpin of an 
empire to its incorporation as 
a U.S. state, it has been 
successively bathed in the 
cultural influences of Native 
Americans, French, Spanish, 
Caribbean, Africans and the 
English, and has 
subsequently developed a 
rich and unique creolization 
of cultures and events.  

Story of 
Louisiana 
inhabitants, 
historical 
events, places, 
biographies, 
personalities, 
wars, etc.  

"Who Were the 
Earliest Citizens of 
Louisiana?" 
 
“Fats Domino” 
 
“Tabasco. 147 and 
still hot” 
 
 
 
 

POLITICAL SCIENCE  
The study of the theory and 
practice of humanity in 
organizing and controlling 
the power necessary for 
group living. Different 
societies have different 
methods of human control. 
The process of government 
can be studied by 
description, through 
comparison and 
classification of political data. 

Group living regulated by 
social control 
Social controls are essential 
in group living.  People have 
developed the means of 
regulating groups life. 
Agencies for social control 
undergo constant change. 
Society has established 
regulations to govern human 
behavior. Different nations 
have different methods of 
human control.  

Government 
agencies, FBI, 
crime, US 
Constitution, 
court system, 
international 
governments, 
etc.  

"Is America the 
World Policeman?"  
 
"Voter Apathy: How 
Does It Affect 
Election Results?"  
 
"How did ‘Bloody 
Sunday’ Impact the 
Civil Rights 
Movement?" "Have 
Seat Belt Laws 
Made a Difference? 

SOCIOLOGY  
The study of humanity's 
social needs that necessitate 
cooperation within and 
between groups. Groups are 
constantly changing in 
nature and function because 
personality, attitudes, 
motivation, and behavior of 
individuals both influence 
and are influenced by social 
groups. Sociologists study 
the development, structure, 
interaction and collective 
behavior of organized groups 
of human beings.  

People living in groups 
Group living is the result of 
people’s social needs.  Group 
living necessitates 
cooperation within and 
among groups.  Groups are 
constantly changing in nature 
and functions.  

Families, crime, 
mental health, 
propaganda, life 
styles, dreams, 
television, 
social media, 
media, etc. 

"The Right to Die: 
Whose Choice?"  
 
"How Does Divorce 
Affect Children?"  
"I am Hungry: 
Where Can I Go to 
Get Help?" 
 
 "Capital 
Punishment: Is It the 
Answer?’ 
 
“Television 
Violence: Who 
Decides and How?” 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 1.  Projects must conform to the “division” level and academic discipline at all levels of competition.  
      Students will enter the fair as an individual project (one student created the project) or as a group 
      project (two students created the project (no more than two students).  Group projects must have one 
      person designated as the spokesperson for the group.  For group projects, both students may attend 
      the fairs, but only the spokesperson will be allowed at the exhibit.  The Social Studies Fair Parish 
      Coordinator cannot assume responsibility for incorrectly completed forms. No projects will be changed 
      from one category to another at the Regional or State fair. No individual will be allowed to defend 
      more than one project. All signed forms, certifications, and permits must be turned in to the teacher 
      and/or the school-level coordinator on the assigned due dates. If any special permission forms are 
      required, please submit to Parish Coordinator as soon as possible to receive Region VI approval 
      before starting the project.  Fees for regional fair competition are $15 per project and the fees for 
      state fair competition are $25 per project.  The fees are the responsibility of the student(s).  
2.  The exhibitor will be allowed a maximum of four (4) minutes to explain, defend, and answer 
     questions on the project. It is mandatory that student presentations not exceed two (2) minutes in 
     order to give judges time for questions. Judges may use the remaining two (2) minutes for questions 
     and answers.  School-level first, second and third place winners, as individual projects or as 
      group projects will be eligible to participate in the EP Social Studies Fair. First, second and 
      third place winners at the parish-level will be eligible to participate in the Regional Social 
     Studies Fair. First and second place winners of the regional fair will qualify to compete in the 
     State Social Studies Fair. Ties are not accepted for placement and advancement at any level.  
3.  All projects must be accompanied by a research paper with the appropriate elements.  These 
     elements must include a properly written/typed:  

Division I  
(4th and 5th graders) 

Division II 
(6th, 7th and 8th graders) 

Division III 
(9th through 12th graders) 

Title Page  Title Page Title Page 

Table of Contents  Table of Contents Table of Contents 

Abstract Page  Abstract Page Abstract Page 

Body of Research Paper  Body of Research Paper  Body of Research Paper  

Conclusion Page Conclusion Page Conclusion Page 

Bibliography Page  Bibliography Page Footnotes/Endnotes Page 
(sources generally used to 
prepare the paper) 

Note:  Students cannot cross divisions. 
For example, a 4th grader cannot do a 
project with 6th graders.  

 Bibliography Page (sources 
generally used to prepare the 
paper) 

 
● Winning projects for the State Fair must include the aforementioned elements. Footnotes and a 

typed research paper are required for Division III winners only.  
● Any standard research form (APA, MLA, Chicago Style, Turabian, etc.) for citations 

(footnotes/endnotes) is acceptable. All information (including oral information) must be properly 
cited.  
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● The abstract is a brief (250 words or less) summary of the content and purpose of the project. 

(See the Guidelines for Fair Projects for an illustration.)  
● Research paper must be double spaced between lines and single spaced between paragraphs. 

Font should be 12 (legible font like Times New Roman, Calibri.  If using Arial, change to 10 point 
font).  One inch margins on all sides, page numbers should begin after the table of contents (do 
not number title page or table of contents page), use plain white paper and black ink.  

● Project papers in Divisions I and II MAY be handwritten or typed; Division III papers MUST 
BE TYPED.  

4.  Projects must conform to specified dimensions; that is, no more than 30 inches deep (front-to- back) 
     and 36 inches wide (side-to-side). No project may exceed 100 lbs. in weight and 100  inches in height. 
     However, please note that all projects involving electricity will be placed on 30” high tables; 
     and all projects not involving electricity will be placed on the floor. 
5.  Projects must be self-explanatory, stand by themselves, and have back and side boards.  
6.  CD, DVD, smart device players, light bulbs, batteries, etc. must be provided by the entrant. All projects 
     requiring electricity must be accompanied by a minimum 25-foot long extension cord and electricity 
     must be indicated on the application form. (State requires a minimum 100-foot extension cord.) Also 
     projects using computers must have electrical surge protection devices. All equipment must 
     be contained within the space allocated for the projects. 
7.  Unless electricity is indicated on the entry (application) form, provisions for electricity will not 
     be made on the day of the Fair.  
8.  The entrant’s name, school, hometown, or other identifying information is not to be visible anywhere 
     on the project or research paper. Entrants are not to wear school uniforms to the Regional and State 
     fairs.  Students must wear school uniforms to the school-level and parish-level fairs.  
9.  Between fairs, projects may be improved or modified; however, the main theme, title and discipline 
     must be maintained.  
10.  NO live animals or any type of embryos or fetuses may be exhibited. Only properly prepared animal 
       skins, hides or stuffed animals can be used in exhibits.  
11.  Do not bring food or beverages into the project display area. Food and/or beverages from the 
       projects can not be offered to anyone at the Fair.  
12.  All projects must be picked up on the day of and after the school level or parish level fair is complete. 
       For Regional and State Fairs, projects must be picked up on Saturday afternoon after the awards 
      ceremony. (This is to prevent damage to projects on display and as a courtesy to students who will 
       receive awards during the awards ceremony. Monitors will be present to enforce this regulation.)  
13.  The social studies fair sponsors are not responsible for valuables left on display, especially 
       audio-visual or computer equipment.  
14.  Fair Directors have the final decision in all matters not covered in these Rules and Regulations.  
15.  All spokespersons must stand near their projects until all projects have been judged or officially 
       Excused. Special arrangements can not be made for students to leave early.  
16.  Each project must enter the Region VI fair in the same category and discipline as parish fair.  
17.  No part of the project may be stored under tables (for electricity projects). Everything must  fit in the 
      space limitations.  
18. The social studies fair sponsors are responsible for supervision of students at the local, regional or 
      state social studies fair. Parents and/or school personnel are responsible for the supervision and 
      safety of the students at local, regional or state fair.  
19.  Displays of archaeological materials/human remains should be limited to those: a) from the ground 
       surface (not dug up); b) from private property (not state or federal); and c) not associated with any  
       sort of human burial or contain any human remains. Students can contact the Division of  
       Archaeology, P. O. Box 44247, Baton Rouge LA 70804; (504) 342-8170 for booklets about 
       archaeology. (Refer to state law 1991-Act 704, House Bill No. 1446).  
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20.  Parents and guests will be asked to leave the site during judging.  
21.  Failure by a student, parent or teacher to adhere to Fair regulations or requests from Fair personnel 
       will result in disqualification of the associated student project.  
22.  Decisions of judges are final and are not subject to review or appeal. 
23.  Judging sheets will be returned to those students placing first and second. No other sheets will be 
       returned. 
TIMELINE:  SOCIAL STUDIES PROJECT COMPONENTS COMPLETION  

CHECK WHEN 
COMPLETED 

COMPONENT 
                                 Personal timeline 

DATE 

 Sign, date and return Statement of Intent  (page 37)  
Deadline: OCTOBER 24, 2019 OR ASK YOUR TEACHER 

 

  Part A:  Choose a topic within the Social Studies 
Categories.  Get suggestions from your teacher (page 35) 

 

  Part B/  Formulate an appropriate research question and 
obtain approval from your teacher (page 35) 

 

  Part C:  Choose methods of research (page 35)  

 Complete research plan (page 34)  

 Submit completed  Social Studies Fair Entry Form to your 
teacher by November 1, 2019  (page 38) 

 

 Begin your project: Use suggested Steps on Pages 9-19 
Conduct the research 

 

 Draw a conclusion, write a research paper, write an abstract  

 Create display  

 School level Social Studies Fair to be held between  
Dec 02, 2019 through Jan 14, 2020 
Entry due to Parish coordinator by January 15th, 3:00pm 

 

 School Social Studies Fair 
Date: __________________  

 

 Parish Social Studies Fair 
Mamou High School Gymnasium February 5, 2020 

 

 Region VI Social Studies Fair ($15 entry fee/project) 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, March 14, 2020 

 

 Louisiana State Social Studies Fair ($25 entry fee/project) 
Lake Charles, LA, May 5, 2020 
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THE BASICS OF A SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR PROJECT  

The development of every social studies fair project should consider these things:  
A. A topic; B. A physical display;  C. A research paper;  D. An oral presentation  
 
Selecting a topic: In selecting and identifying a topic for use in a social studies fair project several things 
should be kept in mind. It is essential that the student topic establish some relationship to man. The 
topic and project should be distinctly related to the social sciences and history. Beware of the overlap that 
can occur with a topic. For example, a student might select a topic related to Native Americans. 
Depending on the topic treatment, the project could apply to any number of disciplines. The project could 
examine the history of Native Americans (history), how they earned their living (economics), their customs 
(anthropology), how they lived together (sociology), government policy toward Native Americans (political 
science) or where they lived (geography). It is important that the student make it very clear that the topic 
and its treatment are distinctly related to the discipline chosen for the competition. Students must avoid 
the use of topics that are clearly related to pure science areas. For example, the study of geology should 
not be confused with geography and dinosaurs should not be included in a project unless there is a clear 
relationship to humans. The best way for a student to select a topic is to identify something about which 
they are curious; students always have questions about many different topics, subjects, events, people, 
and places. The student should identify one of these or anything else that may pique their curiosity, then 
contemplate the subject matter.  
 
In considering a topic, remember:  
1. Value: The topic should be enlightening on some significant aspect of human experience.  
2. Originality: If a project has been the subject of a previous investigation, the proposed new study 
should either furnish substantial new evidence or provide a significant new interpretation. 
3. Practicality: Sources must be available which one may use conveniently and without fear of 
censorship. The scope of the subject should be neither too limited nor too broad.  
4. Unity: Every project must have a unifying theme, or be directed to a certain question or thesis; thus 
there is a point of departure, the development of subject, and specific conclusions.  
 
There are unlimited topics for study, especially at the local level. These include studies of business, 
churches, governments, biographies, community changes, and other topics. It must be understood, 
however, that any one phase may involve one or all of the social studies. 
For example, the evolution of business represents one phase of economics; its impact on people involves 
sociology and its influence on people involves psychology. Even though the project encompasses many 
disciplines, it must be entered for competition in the discipline of major emphasis. 
In selecting a topic, the student should exercise care regarding the scope of the project. The project topic 
should not be so broad that it cannot be given good in-depth treatment. Conversely, the student’s topic 
should not be too specific. For example, a topic such as World War II may be too broad and too difficult to 
complete everything about that historical event in one comprehensive project. On the other hand, a topic 
such as Louisiana in World War II may be too narrow because information on Louisiana’s involvement in 
the war would be too limited. A specific topic would, perhaps, be more suitable; some examples are the 
War in the Pacific, the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the Allied invasion of Europe, the development of the 
atomic bomb, or the Battle of the Bulge.  
 
It is possible that a student may be able to successfully create a project on World War II or Louisiana in 
World War II. The key is how the student treats the topic. A student might be able to create a project with 
a unique perspective on both these topics. However, great care should be given to find the middle ground 
between topics that are too broad and topics that are too narrow.  
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Once a reasonable topic is selected, a title should be given to the project. The title should be short 
and descriptive and create a picture of the project. It should pique the judges’ curiosity and spark an 
interest in learning more about the project associated with the title. It may be that the best title for the 
project might emerge from the research, and the title could be assigned after the research is completed.  
 
Once the topic and/or the title is selected, the student should begin research. Information can be gathered 
from many sources, especially school, public, or college/university libraries.  
 
Sources of information concerning one project may require only questionnaires to a sample of people and 
the tabulation of results. Another project may be based on the study of manuscripts and/or newspapers 
and still another project may be based on government publications or those of some specialized agency. 
The following are fruitful sources of information for researchers in the social sciences:  
A. Newspapers, magazines, published letters, memos  
B. Unpublished manuscripts (wills, letters, deeds, church minutes, diaries)  
C. Government publications (international, national, state, local)  
D. Publications by private agencies, physical remains (buildings, battle areas, artifacts)  
E. Oral interviews, polls and questionnaires, photographs, sound recordings, films  
 
**As a rule, a good researcher uses a variety of three, and the use of one leads to the use of another.  
 
Students should consult general reference materials first if they have no background information at all or if 
the topic is not current. Some suggested reference sources of this type are:  
A.  Encyclopedias 
B. Atlas and gazettes 
C. Almanacs  
D. Yearbooks and handbooks  
E. Biographical dictionaries  
 
If the information is very current, information can be found through the use of:  
A. Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature  
B. Vertical files  
C. Newspapers or news magazines  
D. Current biography  
 
One of the most powerful tools for library research, other than the librarian, is the card catalog. This 
invaluable tool will allow the student to locate information according to the title of a book, subject, or 
author.  
 
Another excellent, often overlooked, source is community people who can offer oral information about a 
wide range of topics and events. Students with appropriate topics will find these people a fine source of 
information which can enrich their projects with unique and often unusual information unavailable from 
other sources. Other information can be secured from community people in the form of questionnaires or 
surveys.  
 
Social studies and other teachers with responsibilities for developing skills should not miss the opportunity 
to provide appropriate instruction in these areas to students working on fair projects: reading, writing, 
research and reference, study, thinking, and other skills. Instruction should be coordinated with the 
development of social studies projects.  
 
Students are not limited to the resource list above as there are many sources of reliable information. 
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SELECTING A TOPIC  

The most important step in preparing a research paper is choosing a good topic.  
Select a topic that is included within the seven social studies disciplines. Use the guidelines 
below in choosing your topic.  
 

1. Avoid topics that are limited.  
Example: How many states are in the United States?  
A student cannot write a report on a topic that can be explained in a few words or a sentence.  
 

Better topic: "What valuable resources are found in the southern states?"  
 

2. Avoid topics that are too broad.  
Example: What happened during the Vietnam War?  
Topics that are too big make it impossible to condense all the information to cover the topic 
adequately.  
 

Better topic: How did America become involved in the Vietnam War?  
 

3. Some topics have no available information.  
Example: Why did Henry Hudson get into trouble with the crew of his ship?  
We often do not know exactly why people did what they did in the past.  
 

Better topic: A comparison of Japanese women and American women in sports competition 
 

4. Avoid topics that are confusing because we cannot tell what information is requested. 
Example: What do people of Japan like? We know that the people of Japan may differ in their 
likes and dislikes.  
 

Better topic: What are the favorite sports of the people of Japan?  
 

5. Avoid topics on which people throughout the world cannot agree.  
Example: What is the most powerful country in the world? Your topic should be supported with 
facts. You should use these facts to form your own opinions.  
 

Better topic: Why is Japan considered the strongest economic power in the world?  
 

6.  Research the topic from a social studies viewpoint rather than investigating it as a 
natural science topic. 
Example:  Nuclear power as a political issue rather than “how it works”  
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 Steps to a Successful Social Studies Project with Timeline 

Research is a process by which people discover or create new knowledge about the 
world in which they live.  This portion of the handbook identifies key elements in a social 
studies project, describes how those elements should be developed, and other 
incidental information for teachers and students about how to initiate, develop, and 
present a social studies fair project. A rubric is located in the Appendix, 30-34  
Step 1: CHOOSE A TOPIC: Start by thinking of a current topic about which you would 
like to read and study and/or think of problems you would like to see solved.  The topic 
should be something you are curious about and may include events, people, or places. 
It may be helpful to look through newspapers, current magazines, or to listen to news 
broadcasts and then brainstorm possible topics.  There are unlimited topics for study; 
therefore care should be taken regarding the scope of the project.  It should not be so 
broad that it cannot be given good in-depth treatment.  It should not be too specific as 
information about the topic may be limited.  (See pages 3-5 for categories and 
examples.) 
Step 2: FORMULATE AN APPROPRIATE RESEARCH QUESTION: 
It may be helpful to list several questions about your topic and then narrow your list to 
the best research question by considering the following: 
A. Is the topic relevant? 
B. Can you find information on the topic using multiple resources?  
C. Will the answer be of any benefit to you or your community?  
D. Do you already know the answer to your question?  If so, consider other 
    questions.  
E. Did you avoid questions with “yes” or “no” answers?  
F. Will you be able to draw some kind of conclusion to the question?  
Step 3: DETERMINE THE PURPOSE FOR CHOOSING THE TOPIC AND QUESTION: 
Why have you chosen the topic? Can you write a paragraph explaining why.  Identify 
any bias you may have concerning this topic.  Determine if you can sort through the 
data and still be equitable.  
Step 4: METHODS OF RESEARCH: The method of research involves gathering, 
analyzing and interpreting data needed to answer the research question.  In this era of 
information, selecting resource materials can be an overwhelming task.  One project 
may require only questionnaires to a sample of people and the tabulation of results. 
Another project may require the study of publications.  Resources are available at the 
school library, public library, the Internet, books, magazines, newspapers, 
encyclopedias and through interviews.  
Step 5: CONDUCT THE RESEARCH: Review published materials related to your 
problem or question.  The information/data collected should be organized in a logical 
format.  Making note cards while doing the research will help organize facts and 
information.  When taking notes, write down key words that will help you recall 
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information.  Write notes in your own words on index cards.  It is important to include 
the sources on each note card. Charts, tables, and other graphic organizers may also 
be used to record information.  
Step 6: DRAW A CONCLUSION:  Once a sufficient amount of information is gathered 
and the data is organized, the student may use critical thinking processes to interpret 
the data and make inferences that lead to a conclusion.  The conclusion should include 
a summary of the arguments and/or key ideas which answer the research question. The 
conclusion should be written on a separate sheet of paper and not written as the last 
paragraph or two of the body.  
Step 7: WRITE THE RESEARCH PAPER:  The research paper should include the 
following: (see Appendix, pages 23-29) 
1. Title Page   Good titles are usually short, descriptive, and create pictures 
    in the minds of the audience.  A title should hint at the subject without 
    telling the whole story like a riddle that sparks interest because it makes 
    the listener think.   This page should ONLY have the title of your project.  
2. Table of Contents   All major elements in the paper should be listed with 
    the appropriate page number.  
3. Abstract   It is a brief (approximately 250 words) summary of the 
    content, purpose, and reference sources used in the paper.  The 
    purpose should be based on the questions you asked or the problem you 
    identified.  The following is an example of an abstract. THE ABSTRACT 
    NEEDS TO ALSO BE AN INDIVIDUAL PAGE PLACED ON THE TABLE 
    NEXT TO YOUR PROJECT.  IT SHOULD NOT BE ON THE DISPLAY BOARD.  
Abstract Example:   

     This project is about the internment of Japanese-American citizens during World 
War II.  The project will describe the historical background for popular sentiment 
against Japanese-Americans living on the west coast of the United States at the 
beginning of World War II.  The project will show that the interment of these people 
was not an act to increase national security, but was part of a greater effort to calm an 
alarmed American public frightened by the sudden attack on Pearl Harbor.  Further, 
the project will show that the internment of the American citizens was inconsistent 
with the constitutional principles.  
     Information for this project was secured from various sources, including books, 
periodicals, and government documents.  Also included with the project will be taped 
interviews with legal experts and Japanese-Americans.  
     This project intends to demonstrate that even in times of national emergency, 
citizens must be careful to ensure constitutional rights. 
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4. Body of Paper   This part of the paper tells the story of the project and its 
    the longest section of the report.  It should include information about the 
    basic purpose of the report, relevant questions asked, and information  
    gathered for research.   The length of the paper may vary depending on 
    the type of project, but it should be of adequate length to cover the topic. 
    (See 30 for notes on plagiarism vs. paraphrasing.)  
5. Conclusion   The general ideas the student discovered or learned from 
    doing the project should be concisely described in this section. 
6. Bibliography   All books, articles, and other sources, including interviews, 
    which are used for the report, must be listed.  The bibliography should be 
    done using the Modern Language Association (MLA) style.  (See the 
    Appendix, pages 26-28.) 
Step 8: CREATE THE PROJECT DISPLAY:  The display is the physical representation 
of your topic.  It must fit within a space 36 inches in width and 30 inches in depth.  It 
cannot weigh over 100 pounds or be taller than 100 inches.  (Refer to the samples on 
pages 16-17 of the display and the safety checklist on pages 20.)  
Points to remember about the physical appearance of the project are:  
1.  The title of the project must be on display.  
2.  Use attractive materials and lettering. Words should be seen easily from  
     3-5 feet away. 
3.  Choose colors which have good value contrast. Use one color printing to 
     avoid confusion.  Suggested Colors: White on black, black on yellow,  
     black on orange, yellow on green, orange on purple, white on purple,  
     navy blue on yellow, purple on yellow 
4.  Be creative and make your own models from available materials. Label 
     any models or displays.  
5.  Use original pictures or materials where possible, and avoid the use or 
     over use of photocopies.  
6.  Do not use flammable, toxic, or other dangerous materials or objects.  
7.  The name of the student, grade level, and project title should be written 
     on a 3 X 5 index card and taped on the back of the project.  For projects 
     entered in the Regional and State Fairs, all identifying information should 
     be removed.  
 
Various project media can be included in the project.  
These include: charts, murals, maps, statistical analysis, diagrams, photographs, 
graphs, survey samples, etc.  
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PROJECT DISPLAY:   The display is the physical representation of your theme or 
topic. It must fit within a space 36 inches wide and 30 inches deep. It cannot weigh over 
100 pounds or be taller than 100 inches.  
The project may assume one of several forms:  
A. Visual projects: This type project relies primarily on visual elements to 
     convey to the judges the meaning of the project.  
B. Audio projects: This type project relies primarily on audio elements to 
    convey to the judges the meaning of the project. Project must be placed 
    on a table. 
C. Audio-visual projects: This type project relies on both audio and visual 
    elements to convey to the judges the meaning of the project. Project 
    must be placed on a table.  

● No part of the project is to be below the table surface 
● The title may be placed anywhere on the project.  The research paper is not to 

be attached to the backboard.  No part of the project may extend beyond the 
above listed measurements 

● No project may extend below the level of the table top.  This includes any 
audio/visual equipment.  

● Maximum weight is 100 pounds 
 

In all the forms, the student must still have a presentation board, research paper 
and should be prepared to give an oral presentation to the judges.  
 

The student should be imaginative when working on the physical display. For instance, 
constructing figurines of people from clay, clothespins, cardboard, toothpicks, or pipe 
cleaners is better than buying plastic figurines from a toy store. Original drawings are 
better than photocopied facsimiles. Creative ability is one of the components involved in 
judging.  
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Step 9: PREPARE FOR THE ORAL PRESENTATION: Students may prepare by 
having teachers or parents practice with them.  Students should be able to give a brief 
overview of the development of their project and should be prepared to answer 
questions about the importance of their topic, sources, research findings and 
conclusion.  Often judges will ask students to explain their reasons for choosing the 
topic, to evaluate their work (what might be done differently or additionally if the student 
were to do the project again), or to recommend what next steps could or should be 
taken regarding the subject.  Refer to the Social Studies Fair Rubric on pages 30-34..  
 
Points to remember about the oral presentation are:  
1. Keep eye contact with the judges.  
2. Stay within the time limit.  
3. Integrate the display into the presentation.  
4. Use conversational speech.  
5. Dress neatly 
6.  Relax, speak slowly and clearly. 
  
There are several things that should be avoided during oral presentation:  
1. Chewing gum, candy or tobacco 
2. Moving nervously or putting hands in the pockets 
3. Standing in front of or obscuring the project 
4. Using note cards, reading the report, or reading word-for-word from the board 
5. Wearing heavy jewelry or distracting clothing 
 

ORAL PRESENTATION 
Oral presentations are required for all fairs. The spokesperson should also be prepared 
to respond to any questions that might be asked by the judges about the project.  The 
oral presentation should be concise, direct and in logical order; responses should be 
concise and direct.  Two minutes oral presentation and two minutes for questioning. 
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STUDENT TIMELINE (maximum) 

  
Step 1:         Topic Exploration AND Selection/ 

Consent forms turned in to teacher 1 week 
 

Steps 2-4:    Topic Question and Method of Research 3 days 
 
Step 5:         Conduct Research 2-3 weeks 
 
Step 6: Draw Conclusion and write Rough Draft  

of Research Paper                                                       3 days 
 

Step 7:         Write the Final Research Paper 1 week 
 
Step 8: Create Project Display and Models 1 week 
 
Step 9: Preparation for the oral presentation and Fair 3 days 
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SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR DISPLAY AND SAFETY CHECKLIST  

ALL PROJECTS MUST ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING DISPLAY AND SAFETY GUIDELINES 
AND MUST BE REVIEWED BY A SAFETY JUDGE AT THE TIME OF SETUP.  FAILURE TO 
COMPLY WILL RESULT IN DISQUALIFICATION.  
___   1.  Projects are not limited to the traditional tri-fold display board, however exhibit size is 
              limited to W 36" X D 30" X H 100” maximum (floor to top) and may not exceed 100 lbs. 
              Projectors and screens are not permitted to be set up for presentation.  A laptop and a 
              PowerPoint presentation may not be used to take the place of a backboard and 
              physical model.  
___   2.  The name of the student, grade level, and project title should be written on a 3 X 5 
              index card and taped on the back of the project. For projects entered in the Regional  
              Fair, all identifying information should be removed.  
___   3.  Research paper is present, not attached to the board.  Individual abstract page is 
              present, not attached to the board.  
___   4.  Projects must be self explanatory, stand by themselves, and/or have side boards.  
 ___  5.  CD, DVD, or all other media players, light bulbs, batteries, etc.must be provided by the 
              student. All projects requiring electricity must be accompanied by a minimum 100 foot 
              extension cord.  All extension cords must be secured to the floor with “duct” tape.  Also, 
              projects using computers must have electrical surge protection devices.  All equipment 
              must be contained within the space allocated for the project.  
___   6.  No live animals, embryos, or fetuses may be exhibited.  Only properly prepared animal 
              skins, hides, or stuffed animals can be used in exhibits.  
___  7.  No food or beverages may be consumed in the display area.  
___  8.  No exhibits are to display original archaeological artifacts or human remains of any kind.  
             (State law 1991 – Act 704) 
___ 9.   Decisions of judges are final and are not subject to review or appeal.  Judges’  
             evaluation forms for projects will not be made public following the conclusion of the fair. 
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Elements in a Research Paper  
for a Social Studies Fair Project 

 

 
 
TITLE (LABEL) EACH PAGE AT THE TOP OF PAGE WITH SPECIFIC 
COMPONENT.  RESEARCH PAGES MAY BE 2-5 OR MORE PAGES 
 
ALL PAGES FROM ABSTRACT TO BIBLIOGRAPHY SHOULD BE 
NUMBERED IN LOWER RIGHT HAND CORNER EXCEPT FOR TITLE 
PAGE AND TABLE OF CONTENTS PAGE. 
 
TABLE OF CONTENT PAGE SHOULD HAVE PAGE TITLE  
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WRITING THE RESEARCH PAPER 

Prewriting 
Think about purpose and audience - Ask these questions.  
What do I want the reader to learn?  
How much detail should I include? Who will the reader be?  
What facts need an explanation?  
 

Write a First Draft  
Write your first draft. Remember to follow your outline. Write on every other line to leave 
room for changes. Write down all your facts without stopping to correct spelling and 
grammar. Save those changes for later.  
 

Revising  
Revising Checklist:  
Will the opening make the reader want to know more? Does each paragraph begin with 
a topic sentence? Have I included details that support my main ideas? Have I explained 
each fact clearly?  
Does the closing sum up the report? 
 

 1. Revise - Make changes in your first draft. Make your sentences interesting to your  
     readers. A thesaurus can help you find clearer words.  
2. Have another person read your report. Ask for suggestions.  
3. Revise - Can you use any of the suggestions made by the person who read your 
    paper? Do you have other ideas? Make those changes on your paper. 
  
Proofreading (from http://www.researchpaper.com)  
It is always difficult to find errors in one's own work. The words and sentences appear 
correct on rereading because if the writer had known better, he would not have made 
the errors in the first place! But a careful rereading of a paper aloud before it is turned in 
helps considerably. Perhaps a checklist of common errors will serve you as a guide. 
Keep this list and a grammar book before you as you read your paper over, checking 
every sentence for these items.  
 

Run-on Sentences and Sentence Fragments  
...Check each sentence to make sure it has a subject and verb and complete thought.  
...Have you run two sentences together incorrectly with neither period, conjunction or 
   semicolon 17 separating them?  
Punctuation  
...Have you ended every sentence with a period, question mark or exclamation point?  
...Are your thoughts within sentences broken up correctly by commas for easier  
   understanding? ...Have you broken up series by commas?  
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...Have you used a period after abbreviations?  
...If you are in doubt about the proper punctuation of a sentence, have you asked or  
   looked it up in your grammar book?  
Quotation Marks  
...Did you remember to place exact quotes within quotation marks?  
...Did you place all periods and commas inside the quotation marks while placing 
   semicolons and colons outside them?  
Subject-Verb Agreements  
...Check every subject and verb to make sure that if you have used a singular subject, 
    you have also used a singular verb.  
...Similarly, a plural subject requires a plural verb.  
Sentence Length  
...Compute the average number of words per sentence. How close is that number  
    compared to the average of 22?  
...Have you varied the length of sentences in each paragraph?  
...If your sentences are too long, break them into shorter units.  
...Sentences that are very short tend to produce a jerky style of writing.  
...Does each sentence follow clearly and logically from the one before it? Have you 
    used some type of transitional device between each sentence?  
Apostrophes  
...Have you used them correctly to indicate possession? If you're unsure, check a 
   grammar book.  
Tenses  
...Have you incorrectly jumped about in different tenses?  
...Have you used the correct form of the verb to express the tense you want?  
Capitalization  
...Have you capitalized names of persons, cities, countries, streets, and titles?  
...Have you capitalized a quotation according to the original and the needs of your 
   sentence?  
Spelling  
...Check any word you have doubts about.  
...If you are unsure of the spelling of a certain word, look it up.  
...Be especially careful of the words listed as spelling nightmares; also "ei" and "ie" 
   words, words which add "-ing" and "ed," and words with one or more sets of double 
   letters.  
Paragraphing  
...Does each paragraph have a topic sentence that states the main idea?  
...Have you used examples and vivid specific details to describe your topic?  
...Have you used explanatory sentences to give your opinion or judgment on the topic?  
...Have you included sentences that pertain only to that idea?  
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...Are transitions used between sentences and paragraphs?  
...Is there a concluding sentence?  
Omissions  
...Have you left out any words in your sentences?  
 

Publishing  
1. Copy - Write or type your report as neatly as you can.  
2. Make your cover attractive so that it will coordinate with your entire project.  
3. Make your bibliography.  
4. Check - Read over your report again to make sure you have not left out anything, or  
    made any mistakes in copying.  
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EXAMPLES OF BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATIONS 

Bibliography Format 
ALL ENTRIES MUST BE DOUBLE-SPACED BETWEEN EACH ENTRY, BEGIN 
AGAINST THE LEFT MARGIN AND BE INDENTED ON EACH SUBSEQUENT LINE. 
 
SINGLE AUTHOR - BOOK 
Author’s last name, first name. Title of book. Place of publication: Publisher, date of  
     publication. 
Ex: Smith, Robert M. Mastering Mathematics: How to Be a Great Math Student. 
             Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2007. 
 
MULTIPLE AUTHORS - BOOK 
First author’s last name, first name, then second author’s first name last name, followed  
       by third author’s first & last name (if applicable). Title of book. Place of publication: 
      Publisher, date of publication. 
Ex: Bolt, Anthony, Janice Wardle, and Marion Smith. Writing for Teenagers. New York:  
             Cambridge, 2006. 
 

Note: For a work by more than three authors, list the first author followed by “, et al.” 
 
ARTICLE FROM A MAGAZINE 
Author’s last name, first name. “Title of article in quotation marks.” Title of magazine  
     Date of publication: pages.  
Ex: Jerome, Marsha. “Dial-Up Desktop.” PC Computing 22 July 1995: 177-83. 
 
AUTHORED ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLE 
Author’s last name, first name. “Title of article in quotation marks.” Title of encyclopedia. 
      Date ed. 
Ex: Williams, Lyle. “Mauritius.” New Book of Knowledge. 2006 ed. 
 

Note: For an unsigned article, the reference begins with the article title. 
 
BOOK WITH AN EDITOR 
Author if present-last name, first name. “Title of article in quotation marks.” Title of book.  
      Ed. editor’s first and last name. Place of publication: Publisher, date of publication. 
Ex: Jones, Frank. “Lungs.” The Human Body. Ed. Charles Clayman. New York: DK  
             Publishing, 2006. 
 
PERSONAL INTERVIEW 
Last name of person interviewed, first name. Personal interview or telephone interview. 
       Date of interview. 
Ex: Tregre, Chris. Personal Interview. 19 Sept. 2007. 
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VIDEO/DVD RECORDING 
Title of video. Director. Performers (if given). Distributor, year of release. 
Ex: It’s a Wonderful Life. Dir. Frank Capra. Perf. James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel 
              Barrymore, RKO, 1946. 
 
VIDEO CLIP (from United Streaming) 
Title. Publisher, year of publication. United Learning (provider). Date of access Web 
       address 
Ex. Spain. Discovery, 2003. United Learning. 17 Jan. 2004.  
              <http.www.unitedstreaminci.com> 
 
PAMPHLET 
Treat a pamphlet as you would a book. 
Ex: London. New York: Trip Builder, 2001. 
 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
Author (last name, first). “Title of article in quotation marks.” Name of newspaper  
      publication date, edition: section and page number. 
Ex: LaFrance, Siona. “History with a Twist.” Times-Picayune 10 Oct. 2003. 
 
MAP OR CHART 
Treat a map or chart like an anonymous book, but add the label of map or chart. 
Ex: Ancient Romans. Map. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic, 2001. 
 

CITING ONLINE DATABASES (Science Online, History Online, World Book Online, etc.): 
 
-REFERENCE MATERIALS ONLINE 
Author’s last name, first name (if given). “Title of work.” Article’s original source and  
       date: page numbers. Title of Database. Publisher, date. Name of library you are  
       using to access database with address. Date of visit to site.  Web address (If you 
       cannot find all the information, cite what is available.) 
Ex: “Dag Hammarskjold.” DISCovering World History March 2006: 5-7. Detroit: 
               Galegroup, 2004. JBM Library 434South St. Paradis, LA. 6 Apr. 2004  
                <hftp:Ilfind.galegroup.com> 
 

-MAGAZINES ONLINE 
Author’s last name, first name. “Title of article.” Magazine title and date: pages. Title of 
        Database. Publisher, date. Name of library you are using to access database with 
        address. Date of visit to site Web address 
Ex: Cabral, Elena. “Changing Faces.” Scholastic News 12 February 2007: 4-5. Student 
                Reference Center Junior. Galegroup, 2007. JBM Library 434 South St. 
                Paradis, LA. 6 Apr. 2004 <http://find.galegroup.com> 
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-ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES ONLINE 
Author’s last name, first name. (if given) “Title of Article.” Title of online encyclopedia.  
        Date (usually found at the bottom of the initial page). Publisher. Date of visit to site  
        Web address 
Ex: “Einstein, Albert.” World Book Online Reference Center. 2007. World Book, Inc. 27 
              February 2007  <http://www.worldbookonline.com/wb/Home> 
 
WEB SITE 
Author if given. “Title of Article.” Title of site and date of publication or update. Date of  
          visit to site Web address 
Ex: Park, John. “Australian Animals.” Auslig-on the Web 2007 2 Sept. 2007  
               <http://www.auslig.gov.au/facts.htm> 
 
ONLINE MAGAZINE (different from magazine in a database) 
Author’s Last, First name. “Article Title.” Magazine Title Date of publication. Date of visit 
         to site Web address 
Ex: Baker, Aryn. “The Kite Maker.” Time 22 February 2007. 27 February 2007 
                 <www.time.com/time/magazine/articIe 0,9171,1 59857,00.html> 
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PLAGIARISM vs. PARAPHRASE 

What is Plagiarism?  
Many people think of plagiarism as copying another's work, or borrowing someone else's 
original ideas. But terms like "copying" and "borrowing" can disguise the seriousness of the 
offense.  

● According to the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary, to "plagiarize" means  to steal and 
pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own  

● to use (another's production) without crediting the source  
● to commit literary theft  
● to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.  

In other words, plagiarism is an act of fraud. It involves both stealing someone else's work and 
lying about it afterward.  
 
If you plagiarize any portion of your project, you will receive a failing grade on 
your project. Therefore, it is important that you understand the difference between 
plagiarism and proper means of utilizing resources.  
 
A paraphrase is...  
• your own rendition of essential information and ideas expressed by someone else, 
   presented in a new form.  
• one legitimate way (when accompanied by accurate documentation) to borrow from a  
  source.  
• a more detailed restatement than a summary, which focuses concisely on a single 
   main idea.  
• is still cited with MLA parenthetical documentation. Paraphrasing is a valuable skill 
   because...  
• it is better than quoting information from an undistinguished passage.  
• it helps you control the temptation to quote too much.  
• the mental process required for successful paraphrasing helps you to grasp the full  
  meaning of the original.  
 
6 Steps to Effective Paraphrasing:  
1. Reread the original passage until you understand its full meaning.  
2. Set the original aside; write your paraphrase on a note card.  
3. Jot down a few words below your paraphrase to remind you later how you envision 
    using this material. At the top of the note card, write a key word or phrase to indicate 
    the subject of your paraphrase.  
4. Check your rendition with the original to make sure that your version accurately 
    expresses all the essential information in a new form. 
5. Use quotation marks to identify any unique term or phraseology you have borrowed 
    exactly from the source.  
6. Record the source (including the page) on your note card so that you can credit it 
    easily if you decide to incorporate the material into your paper. 
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Social Studies Fair Rubric 
Category: (Circle One) 

Anthropology   Economics        Geography           History          LA History 
  Political Science   Sociology 

Title: _________________________________________ 
Category Excellent  

6 points 
Good 

 4-5 points 
Fair 

2-3 points 
Unacceptable 

      0-1 points 

ABSTRACT 
Statement 
of Question 
being 
Explored 
 
(6 POINTS 
MAXIMUM) 
 
PROJECT 
INCLUDES 
 

Abstract is present 
AND correctly 
placed- 
concisely 
written-stating title, 
purpose, 
methodology and 
conclusion  
ON THE FLOOR/ 
TABLE IN FRONT OF 
PROJECT (2 pts) 
 
ALL 4 pts  
Question/ 
Purpose is.. 
1.clearly stated;  
2. original or 
explores some new 
aspects of the topic; 
3.neither too limited 
or too broad;  
4. addresses 
significant local, 
state, national or 
international social 
studies topic 

Abstract is present 
AND correctly 
placed-  
BUT NOT 
concisely 
written-stating title, 
purpose, 
methodology and 
conclusion (1 pt) 
 
 
 
MOST 3 pt 
Question/ 
Purpose is.. 
1. Clearly stated;  
2. original or 
explores some new 
aspects of the topic; 
3.neither too limited 
or too broad;  
4. addresses 
significant local, 
state, national or 
international  social 
studies topic 
(lacks 1 comp) 

Abstract is present  
BUT NOT correctly 
placed- OR NOT  
concisely 
written-stating title, 
purpose, 
methodology and 
conclusion (0 pt) 
 
 
 
 
SOME  2 pt 
Question/ 
Purpose is.. 
1.clearly stated;  
2. original or 
explores some new 
aspects of the topic; 
3.neither too limited 
or too broad; 
4.addresses 
significant local, 
state, national or 
international  social 
studies topic 
(lacks 2 comp) 

Abstract is NOT 
present  
ABSTRACT MAY 
BE ON THE BOARD 
BUT LACKS MOST 
INFORMATION  
(0 pt if on board) 
(0 pt if not present)  
 
 
 
LITTLE TO NONE 
1 pts or less 
Question/ 
Purpose is.. 
1.clearly stated;  
2. original or 
explores some new 
aspects of the topic; 
3.neither too limited 
or too broad; 
4.addresses  
 significant 
 local, state, national 
or international 
social studies topic 
(lacks 3 or more 
comp) 

Category Excellent  
10 points 

Good 
7-9  points 

Fair 
       4-6 points 

Unacceptable 
0-3 points 

ORAL 
INTERVIEW 
(NOT TO 
EXCEED 2 
MINUTES) 
 
Demon- 
strates 
knowledge 
of project 
 

Strong Knowledge 
of the content, 
discipline- uses 
fluently, specific 
vocabulary,excellent 
understanding of the 
research process 
used in the develop- 
ment of this project 
(5 pts) 
Has confidence, 

Some knowledge of 
the content, uses 
some discipline- 
specific vocabulary 
and has a good 
understanding of the 
research process to 
develop project is 
evident 
(4 pts) 
Some confidence 

Limited credible 
knowledge of the 
content, uses 
general non-specific 
vocabulary but has 
some understanding 
of the research 
process when 
presented (3 pts) 
 
Lacks confidence- 

Lacks knowledge of 
the content, uses 
general vocabulary 
with little to no 
understanding of the 
research process 
and findings 
(0-2 pts) 
 
 
Lacks confidence, 
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(14 POINTS 
MAXIMUM) 

poise, and projection 
of voice (4 pts) 
 
Elaborative thinking 
as to how the 
research topic may 
be extended and 
refined (5 pts) 

and poise is 
displayed (3 pt3) 
 
 
Elaborated on 
thinking when 
questioned; non 
voluntary; Limited 
extension (4 pts) 

struggles with poise 
and voice projection 
(2 pts) 
 
Minimal extension in 
thinking, detail and 
explanation  (3 pts) 

speedy presentation 
with little to no 
poise (0-1pts) 
 
No extension or 
sees no value in 
thinking deeper or 
extending the 
explanation (0-2 pts) 

Category Excellent 
40 points 

Good 
30 points 

Fair 
20 points 
 

Unacceptable 
Less than 10 pt 

VISUAL 
DISPLAY 
(Total 40 
POINTS) 
 
40 POINTS 
Maximum 
 
Research 
components 
on display 
board 

Complete 
Research 
question/problem 
on the board 
(Identical to the 
research paper)  
2 pts 
 
Methodology 
correlates 
completely with 
research paper 4 pts 
 
Excellent Research 
findings that 
correlates 
completely to topic 
in the form of text, 
charts, graphs, 
photographs, 
videos, maps or 
other types of 
illustrations 6 pts 
 
 
 
 
Excellent 
Conclusion 
correlates to the 
research paper 4 pts 
 
EFFECTIVENESS 
OF DISPLAY  
1. Highly 
Appropriate 
choice/correct use of 
media or format for 
data shown 5 pts 
2. Very Pleasing 

Partial 
Research 
question/problem 
on the board 
(closely aligned to 
the research paper) 
1 pts 
 
Methodology 
correlates partially 
with research paper 
3 pts 
 
Good/Most 
Research findings 
that correlates to 
topic. Good forms 
of text, charts, 
graphs,photographs, 
videos, maps or 
other types of 
illustrations; could 
be improved 
-readability, 
reliability, validity  
5 pts 
 
Good Conclusion 
correlates to the 
research paper 3 pts 
 
 
EFFECTIVENESS 
OF DISPLAY 
1. Good 
choice/correct use of 
media or format for 
data shown 4 pts 
 
2. Pleasing visual 

Some Reference to 
the Research 
question/problem 
on the board (major 
variations to the 
research paper)  
0 pts 
 
Methodology 
correlates some with 
research paper 2 pts 
 
 
Some/Few 
Adequate 
Research findings 
that correlates to 
topic. FEW forms of 
text, charts, graphs, 
photographs, 
videos, maps or 
other types of 
illustrations and 
some lack accuracy 
4 pts 
 
 
Fair Conclusion 
correlates to the 
research paper 
2 pts 
 
EFFECTIVENESS 
OF DISPLAY 
1. Partially effective 
in choice/correct use 
of media or format 
for data shown 
3 pts 
2. Moderately 

No Research 
question/problem 
on the board 
(completely different 
than the research 
paper) 0 pts 
 
 
Methodology  
does not correlate 
with research paper 
0-1 pts 
 
Poorly defined/ No 
Research findings 
that correlates to 
topic. NO forms of 
text, charts, graphs, 
photographs, 
videos, maps or 
other types of 
illustrations or forms 
present are poorly 
constructed and 
lacks relevance.  
0-3 pts 
 
NO Conclusion 
correlates to the 
research paper 
0-1 pts 
 
EFFECTIVENESS 
OF DISPLAY 
1. Ineffective in 
choice/correct use of 
media or format for 
data shown  
0-2 pts 
2. Poorly displayed 
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visual and/or 
auditory effect  
5 pts 
 
3. Thorough 
workmanship  
as manifested by 
accuracy, neatness 
and craftsmanship, 
creativity or 
originality in 
construction, 
arrangement and 
presentation of the 
materials, display 
and other media 
with size/time 
specifications 10 pts 
 
 
 
Correctly uses the 
conventions of 
language 4 points 
Grammar, spelling, 
punctuation 

and/or auditory 
effect 4pts 
 
 
3. Needing some 
workmanship  
as manifested by 
accuracy, neatness 
and craftsmanship, 
creativity or 
originality in 
construction, 
arrangement and 
presentation of the 
materials, display 
and other media 
with size/time 
specifications  
7-9 pts 
 
 
1-2 incorrect use of 
conventions of 
language 3 points 
Grammar, spelling, 
punctuation 

Pleasing visual 
and/or auditory 
effect 3 pts 
 
3. Lacks quality of 
workmanship  
as manifested by 
accuracy, neatness 
and craftsmanship, 
creativity or 
originality in 
construction, 
arrangement and 
presentation of the 
materials, display 
and other media 
with size/time 
specifications  
4-6 pts 
 
 
3-4 incorrect use of 
conventions of 
language 2 point 
Grammar, spelling, 
punctuation 

visual and/or 
auditory effect  
0-2 pts 
 
3. Unfinished or 
incomplete 
due to lack of 
workmanship  
as manifested by 
accuracy, neatness 
and craftsmanship, 
creativity or 
originality in 
construction, 
arrangement and 
presentation of the 
materials, display 
and other media 
with size/time 
specifications  
0-2 pts 
5 OR more 
incorrect use of 
conventions of 
language 1 points 
Grammar, spelling, 
punctuation 

Category Excellent 
40 points 

Good 
20 points 

Fair 
10 points 

Unacceptable 
Less than 10 pts 

RESEARCH 
PAPER 
40 POINTS 
(may be 
argument or 
information/
explanatory 
as defined 
by the LA 
Social 
Studies 
Standards) 
 

Research paper 
accompanies 
project with 
appropriate 
elements and 
placement (6 pts) 
 
Statement of 
research 
question/problem 
*precisely stated 
*original or explores 
new aspect of a 
topic; appropriate to 
selected discipline 
category 
*neither too limited 
nor too broad 
*establishes local, 
state, national, or 
international 
significance of the 
topic (4 points) 

Research paper 
accompanies 
project with 
appropriate 
elements but out of 
order (4 pts)  
 
Statement of 
research 
question/problem 
*precisely stated 
*original or explores 
new aspect of a 
topic; appropriate to 
selected discipline 
category 
*neither too limited 
nor too broad 
*establishes local, 
state, national, or 
international 
significance of the 
topic ( Lacks one 

Research paper 
accompanies 
project but 
elements are 
missing and out of 
order (2 pts ) 
 
Statement of 
research 
question/problem 
*precisely stated 
*original or explores 
new aspect of a 
topic; appropriate to 
selected discipline 
category 
*neither too limited 
nor too broad 
*establishes local, 
state, national, or 
international 
significance of the 
topic (lacks two 

Research paper 
accompanies 
project but 
incomplete or NO 
research paper is 
present (0 points) 
 
Statement of 
research 
question/problem 
*precisely stated 
*original or explores 
new aspect of a 
topic; appropriate to 
selected discipline 
category 
*neither too limited 
nor too broad 
*establishes local, 
state, national, or 
international 
significance of the 
topic (Lacks 3 or 
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Methodology 
*steps in project 
development follow 
the norms/ 
conventions of the 
discipline 
*social studies 
process skills are 
appropriately 
applied 
*multiple 
authoritative print, 
digital, and other 
primary and 
secondary sources 
representing 
differing points of 
view are explored. 
(4 points)  
 
Research Findings 
*claims, 
counterclaims, 
reasons, evidence 
(argument) are 
logically sequenced, 
or information is 
organized to build a 
unified whole 
(informative/ 
explanatory) 3 
*information 
included is 
significant, credible, 
and relevant to the 
topic 
*information 
included is fair and 
thorough  
*there is sufficient 
data on which to 
base conclusion 2 
*Strong critical 
thinking in the 
interpretation, 
analysis and 
evaluation of 
information/data is 
evident  (3 points) 
*analysis of primary 
and/or secondary 

criteria-3 points) 
 
 
Methodology 
*steps in project 
development follow 
the norms/ 
conventions of the 
discipline 
*social studies 
process skills are 
appropriately 
applied 
*FEW authoritative 
print, digital, and 
other primary and 
secondary sources 
representing 
differing points of 
view are explored 
(3 points) 
 
 
Research Findings 
*claims, 
counterclaims, 
reasons, evidence 
(argument) are 
logically sequenced, 
or information is 
organized to build a 
unified whole 
(informative/ 
explanatory) 
*information 
included is NOT 
significant, credible, 
and relevant to the 
topic 2 
*information 
included is Fair and 
thorough 2 
*there is sufficient 
data on which to 
base conclusion 
*Some critical 
thinking in the 
interpretation, 
analysis and 
evaluation of 
information/data is 
evident (2 points) 
*analysis of primary 
and/or secondary 

criteria-2 points) 
 
 
Methodology 
*Omitted steps in 
project development 
follow the norms/ 
conventions of the 
discipline 
*social studies 
process skills are 
appropriately 
applied 
*ONE authoritative 
print, digital, and 
other primary and 
secondary sources 
representing 
differing points of 
view are explored 
(2 points) 
 
 
Research Findings 
*claims, 
counterclaims, 
reasons, evidence 
(argument) are NOT 
logically sequenced, 
or information is 
organized to build a 
unified whole 
(informative/ 
explanatory) 
*information 
included is NOT 
significant, credible, 
and relevant to the 
topic 
*information 
included is Fair and 
thorough 
*there is sufficient 
data on which to 
base conclusion 
*Lacks some critical 
thinking in the 
interpretation, 
analysis and 
evaluation of 
information/data is 
evident (1 points) 
*analysis of primary 
and/or secondary 

more criteria-0-1 
points) 
 
Methodology 
*Did not follow any 
steps in project 
development follow 
the norms/ 
conventions of the 
discipline 
*social studies 
process skills are 
not appropriately 
applied 
*NO authoritative 
print, digital, and 
other primary and 
secondary sources 
representing 
differing points of 
view are explored 
(0-1 points) 
 
Research Findings 
*claims, 
counterclaims, 
reasons, evidence 
(argument) are NOT 
logically sequenced, 
or information is 
organized to build a 
unified whole 
(informative/ 
explanatory) 
*information 
included is NOT 
significant, credible, 
and relevant to the 
topic 
*information 
included is NOT Fair 
and thorough 
*there is sufficient 
data on which to 
base conclusion 
*NO critical thinking 
in the interpretation, 
analysis and 
evaluation of 
information/data is 
evident (0 points) 
*analysis of primary 
and/or secondary 
sources is supported 
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sources is supported 
by reference to data 
or textual evidence 
in the paper 
*writing effectively 
communicates the 
selection, 
integration, and 
synthesis of the 
information 4 
*plagiarism or over 
reliance on one or 
type of source is 
avoided  
20 Total possible 
points  
Conclusion 
*answers the 
question/addresses 
the problem 
*follows from and 
supports the 
argument/information 
provided 
*articulates 
implications or 
significance of the 
findings (4 pts) 
 
Format/ 
Conventions of 
Language 
*correct grammar, 
punctuation, and 
spelling 
*formal style and 
objective tone 
*use of technology 
to produce and 
publish paper 
*bibliography in 
standard citation 
format (APA, MLA, 
Turabian--as 
assigned by the 
teacher) (4 points) 
 
 

sources is supported 
by reference to data 
or textual evidence 
in the paper 2 
*writing effectively 
communicates the 
selection, 
integration, and 
synthesis of the 
information 3 
*plagiarism or over 
reliance on one or 
type of source is 
avoided 2 (Lacks 
one criteria- points) 
 
Conclusion 
*answers the 
question/addresses 
the problem 
*follows from and 
supports the 
argument/information 
provided 
*articulates 
implications or 
significance of the 
findings (3 pts) 
 
Format/ 
Conventions of 
Language 
*correct grammar, 
punctuation, and 
spelling 
*formal style and 
objective tone 
*use of technology 
to produce and 
publish paper 
*bibliography in 
standard citation 
format (APA, MLA, 
Turabian--as 
assigned by the 
teacher)  
(Lacks in 1 area- 
3 points) 

sources is supported 
by reference to data 
or textual evidence 
in the paper 
*writing effectively 
communicates the 
selection, 
integration, and 
synthesis of the 
information 2 
*plagiarism or over 
reliance on one or 
type of source is 
avoided (Lacks 2 -3 
criteria- 8-11 Points) 
 
Conclusion 
*answers the 
question/addresses 
the problem 
*follows from and 
supports the 
argument/information 
provided 
*articulates 
implications or 
significance of the 
findings (2 pts) 
 
Format/ 
Conventions of 
Language 
*correct grammar, 
punctuation, and 
spelling 
*formal style and 
objective tone 
*use of technology 
to produce and 
publish paper 
*bibliography in 
standard citation 
format (APA, MLA, 
Turabian--as 
assigned by the 
teacher) (Lacks in 
two areas-2 points) 

by reference to data 
or textual evidence 
in the paper 
*writing effectively 
communicates the 
selection, 
integration, and 
synthesis of the 
information 1 
*PLAGIARISM IS 
EVIDENT 0 Points 
(Lacks 4 or more 
criteria-10 or less 
points) 
 
 
Conclusion 
*answers the 
question/addresses 
the problem 
*follows from and 
supports the 
argument/information 
provided 
*articulates 
implications or 
significance of the 
findings (0-1 pts) 
 
Format/ 
Conventions of 
Language 
*correct grammar, 
punctuation, and 
spelling 
*formal style and 
objective tone 
*use of technology 
to produce and 
publish paper 
*bibliography in 
standard citation 
format (APA, MLA, 
Turabian--as 
assigned by the 
teacher) (Lacks in 
three areas-0-1 
points) 

100 total 
points 

   TOTAL SCORE:  
 

WRITING THE RESEARCH QUESTION 
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Step 1 
Part A     DATE TURNED IN TO THE TEACHER: _____ 
Student(s) Name(s):__________________ Grade: ____ 
Teacher:________________Class/Subject: __________ 
Question: 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Discipline: _____________________________  
Teacher Suggestions:  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
Part B    DATE TURNED IN TO TEACHER: _____ 
Rewritten Question: 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Discipline: _____________________________  
Teacher Approval: ______________________________  
 
Part C           DATE TURNED IN TO TEACHER: _____ 
How do you plan to answer this question?  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
Teacher Suggestions: 
______________________________________________ 
 

Evangeline Parish Schools  
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Social Studies Fair Research Plan  
(Mandatory) 

Student(s) Name(s): ____________________________ 
Category:  Individual         Group (only pairs) 
A. The discipline of my project is  

____ Anthropology 
____ Economics 
____ Geography 
____ History 
____ Louisiana History 
____ Political Science 
____ Sociology 

 
B.  My question or problem is  
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
C.  The purpose of my project is 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
D.  Bibliography:  List at least five (5) major references ( e.g., articles, 
books, internet sites ) from your literature review.  Identify each 
resource as a primary or secondary source.  (These sources may 
change with the progression of research) 
1.__________________________________________________________ 
2.__________________________________________________________ 
3.__________________________________________________________ 
4. __________________________________________________________ 
5.__________________________________________________________ 

Evangeline Parish Schools  
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Social Studies Fair Research Plan  
and Intent to Participate in Fairs  

(Mandatory for School and Parish Level Fairs) 
 

I plan to complete a social studies project and participate 
in my school’s social studies fair and Evangeline Parish 
Social Studies Fair if I am eligible.  I have read the Social 
Studies Project Handbook and understand the rules and 
regulations regarding the Social Studies project.  
 
Printed Student Name:  
__________________________________ 
 
Student Signature:  
__________________________________Date:_______ 
 
 
Parent /Guardian Signature: 
__________________________________Date:_______ 
 
School: _______________________________________ 
 

(All group members must have a completed form) 

*Please return this form to your teacher by ___________ 
 
 

Social Studies Fair Entry Form 
Please print all information--Form due to teacher by November 1, 2019 
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Student Name (Presenter)__________________________Grade: ______ 
Category:     Individual         Group  (Group member’s name: __________________ 
School: _____________________________Teacher’s Name: ___________________ 
Discipline: (Check One) 
____Anthropology 
 

____Economics 
 

____Geography 
 

____History 
 

____Louisiana History 
 

____Political Science 
 

____Sociology 
 

Title of Project: 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Give a brief description of the project: 
______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Do you need an electrical outlet? ____Yes   ____No 
(You must furnish a 25 foot extension cord at Parish Fair and 100 foot extension cord at Regional and State Fairs) 
 
I have read, understand, and agree to abide by the Social Studies Fair rules and regulations. This project 
is completely mine and was created and completed by me within the last 12 months without direct, 
significant aid or assistance from anyone other than my teacher.  Parental involvement in the project was 
limited to those aspects of the project that are consistent with the Social Studies Fair regulations.  I 
understand that a $15.00 check is needed on the day of the Parish fair, February 5, 2020,  if my 
child wins 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place and will participate in the Regional fair in Lafayette on March 14, 
2020,  (non refundable).  No student will be allowed to turn in the entry form, fees, or make 
changes, additions or substitutions on the Region VI entry form after February 5, 2020. 
 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
           Parent’s Signature         Participant’s Signature 
Please direct any questions to your student’s teacher or school level fair director. 
FOR TEACHER USE:  DISP: _________   CAT: _____________        PROJECT NUMBER _________ 

GUIDELINES FOR SCHOOL LEVEL SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR 
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The school level fair sponsor/chairperson is responsible for selecting the location of the fair, setting up the 
area to accommodate the fair participants for their specific projects, e.g. electricity outlets if needed, 
obtaining judges, ordering and giving out awards and turning in 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners to parish 
level coordinator by the designated date.  You will be given a substitute for the day of the school-level fair 
and for the parish-level Social Studies fairs.  No fees are charged for Parish fair, but $15 and $25 fees are 
charged at the Regional and State fairs respectively.  Recommended for fees to be paid with a check. 
Superintendent Lazard requires all schools to have at least 1 participant per 
grade in elementary and middle school divisions and 1 participant per subject in 
high school division for the Parish Fair.  
 

School-level Window to host School-level Social Studies Fair: 
December 2, 2019 through January 14, 2020.  

Select your date, location and time to host your fair.  
 
Date: _______________________________   Location: _________________________________ 
 
Time:_______________________________ 

 

Evangeline Parish Social Studies Fair will be February 5, 2020,  
Regional Social Studies Fair at ULL is March 14, 2020 and State Social Studies 
Fair in Lake Charles is May 5, 2020.  
 

Once your date is selected, begin collecting sharpened pencils, clipboards, calculators, index cards, 
bulletin board paper (white is preferable), markers, yard stick, small appreciation gifts for the judges 
(breakfast is great).  

1. Notify social studies teachers of date to turn in entries to you for the Social Studies Fair.  Should 
be by November 1st.  

2. Identify your divisions and categories and obtain your judges.  Recommended to have 3 judges 
per category/division, but at minimum 2 judges should judge each project).  (See next page on 
judge recommendations) 

3. By November 5th, order awards, ribbons, metals, trophies to have them in for the Social Studies 
Fair. Administration and sponsor should decide when to award students, for example,  after the 
fair, during the award ceremony, etc.  

4. FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD PLACE WINNERS WILL MOVE ONTO THE PARISH FAIR.  
TIES ARE NOT ACCEPTED. Parish fair has no fees; regional fair fees for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
parish fair winners are $15.00 per winner, due on Feb. 5th by 2:00pm. .  

5. 1 week to Fair:  Assign project numbers according to division and categories 
6. Copy the entry forms and copy the judging rubric. Make a master set of judging forms for each 

entry.  Then make 3 copies of each judge’s form for each entry and place on a clipboard.  
7. You will need rolls of bulletin board paper:  keeping it in a roll, unroll and mark off every 5 feet 

completely with yardstick.  You will label each 5 foot section with the Division #, Category, Title of 
Project and Project #.  

8. Make index cards for students to place on project boards:  Division #, Category,Title of Project; 
Project #.  Index cards should be given to the classroom teacher to place on the students’ board, 
upper right hand corner (not to obstruct any vital part of the project). This should match the roll of 
paper.  Teacher should also have a reserve copy of the students’ research paper. 
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9. Day before the Social Studies Fair, unroll paper in the gymnasium and tape the ends down.  

Label at the beginning of each row the Division and Categories located on the row.  
10. Day before the fair, call to confirm judges’ participation. 
11. Day before the fair, students should set up their projects at the appropriate spots designated on 

the paper.  The student should place any papers, models, etc. with the project.  Advice:  place the 
abstract and research paper in folders until judging begins.  

12. Day of fair, please review the rubric with judges and expectations (they judges total points? You 
are totaling points?). This quick orientation  can be done while they are eating a donut and 
drinking coffee.  Students should be called to go to the gym and prepare their project while you 
are working with the judges. You may also ask 4-6 trustworthy students not participating in the 
fair to help escort the judges to the appropriate locations to judge projects.  

13. Once a student is judged, he/she should sit with their project until all of the projects in the 
category are judged.  

14. Project boards can be taken down once the entire fair is completed.  The student and his/her 
helper are responsible for removing the board and any accompanying papers or models.  

15. Please refrain from allowing the “PE class” to clean up the gym after the fair; often times, 
important parts or elements to the projects are thrown or destroyed in error.  

16. All 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners should be emailed to 
            anita.west@epsb.com by January 15, 2020 at 12:00.  Also, send me the list 
            of students with lunch numbers.  Please notify your school (exception of  
            MHS), of the number of students who will be out on February 5th.  

17. Fieldtrip packet must be completed, approved and given to each  
             participant.  

 
Guidelines for Selecting and Preparing Judges 

Selecting and preparing judges are critical factors to the success of the local, regional, and state fair. 
Judges should be chosen for their ability to empathize with students as well as for their knowledge of the 
content.  Judges should have an orientation session prior to judging.  It is important that you stress to the 
judges the importance of helping students relax and feel good about participating in the fair.  
 
It is recommended that the judges be person who have some experience in social studies such as former 
principals and teachers, community leaders and servants, newspaper staff, business owners, etc. 
Teachers from other schools should not be used as judges.  
 
Judges should have comparable amount of projects to score; please do not mix categories or divisions. 
Be protective of your judges’ time spent as a judge at your school--don’t overload them.  
 
Point out to the judges that they should give comparable time to each project and to stick to the order of 
the projects listed.  You need to ensure the judges score sheets are in the same order as the projects.  
 
No visitors (including parents and teachers) should be allowed in the gymnasium during judging.  The 
judges should not discuss a project or presenter to anyone other than his/her judging partner or with a 
student before the winners are announced.  
 
Be cautious and do not place judges with relatives or judging their own family members.  
 
The decision of the judges is final.  

SCHOOL-LEVEL WINNERS PARTICIPATING  
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IN THE EVANGELINE PARISH SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR 
EMAIL TO anita.west@epsb.com by January 15, 2020 

Report placements on this form 
 

SCHOOL: _______________________________DATE OF FAIR: ________________ 
 

DIVISION   Category:  Individual      Group  

DISCIPLINE   

1ST PLACE STUDENT NAME(s):   

TITLE OF 

PROJECT 

 

Please circle   Participating in Parish Fair:        YES          NO 

 

DIVISION   Category:  Individual      Group  

DISCIPLINE   

2ND PLACE STUDENT NAME(s):   

TITLE OF 

PROJECT 

 

Please circle:   Participating in Parish Fair:        YES          NO 

 

DIVISION    Category:  Individual      Group  

DISCIPLINE   

3RD PLACE STUDENT NAME(s):   

TITLE OF 

PROJECT 

 

Please circle   Participating in Parish Fair:        YES          NO 

 
DATE RECEIVED BY AWest:___________ 

EVANGELINE PARISH SOCIAL STUDIES FAIR 
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PARTICIPANTS AND LUNCH NUMBERS 

PLEASE TYPE OR  PRINT LEGIBLE  
MUST BE SUBMITTED TO anita.west@epsb.com by January 15, 2020 

*If a teacher/ bus driver plans to eat in the cafeteria, please list this information on 
the list below (adults pay for meals).  

Please notify your cafeteria manager of the number of students who 
will be participating in the parish fair by January 15, 2020.  

SCHOOL: __________________________________________ 
SPONSOR: ___________________________________________ 
STUDENT NAME STUDENT GRADE STUDENT LUNCH 

NUMBER 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Notes: 
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● If assigned to the class, the projects can count as a 
grade.  

● Group projects will be done as pairs only.  But only 
one student from the pair will be allowed to be the 
spokesperson at the fair. 

● It is the school administrator’s decision whether to 
allow both members of a group project to attend the 
Parish Fair.  The school-level coordinator will be 
responsible for all students at the parish fair.  Bus 
drivers, if an employee of EPSB, will be asked to 
monitor student behavior.  

● School-level coordinators will be expected to assist 
Parish coordinator at the parish fair with tallying, 
escorting students to and from lunch, awards, and 
monitoring student behavior. 

● Only School-level coordinators will be allowed a 
substitute teacher for the days of the school fair and 
parish fair.  

● It is strongly encouraged to use adult community 
members, retired educators, and your school liaison.  

● I am reserving the supervisors for judges at the parish 
level.  

● Breakfast and lunch will be provided to our judges, 
coordinators and bus drivers at the parish fair only.  
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