
Unit Overview: Parent Guide 

The Making of a Scientist, Grade 5 

 
What is the goal of this unit? 

● Your child will read fiction and nonfiction texts to explore how different scientific 
theories have changed over time. Your child will show her understanding about 
these theories by engaging in the scientific inquiry process.  

 
What topics and skills is your fifth grader learning in this unit? 

● Scientific inquiry 
● Gathering evidence 
● Comparing and contrasting  
● Evolution of scientific theories 
● Informational writing 

 
What tasks will your child engage in to help them consider the topics and 
skills of this unit? 

● Culminating Writing Task: Your child will bring together all her learning near the 
end of the unit by writing an essay in response to “The Making of a Scientist”. 
Your child will respond to the following question: What lesson was Feynman’s 
father trying to teach Richard about science through one of these examples? 

 
● Extension Task: Your child will extend her learning by independently reading The 

Templeton Twins Have an Idea: Book 1. Then your child will write an essay which 
identifies a theme of the text and compares details “The Making of a Scientist”. 

 
Your child will read these texts and watch these videos: 
 

Text Title  Author/Source  How it is used in the Unit 

“The Making of a Scientist” 
in Cricket Magazine, 
October 1995 (Vol. 23, #2) 

Richard Feynman  Main text of the unit 

The 13 Planets: The Latest 
View of the Solar System 

David A. Aguilar  Student text 

The Templeton Twins Have 
An Idea: Book 1 

Ellis Weiner  Student text 

Video, "The Mystery of the 
Milky Way," minutes 22:23 - 

NOVA (PBS)  Read aloud 

 



29:01 from Telescope: 
Hunting the Edge of Space 

Giants of Science: Isaac 
Newton (Chapter 8) 

Kathleen Krull  Group text 

Galileo Galilei: Biography, 
Inventions & Other Facts 

Nola Taylor Redd 
(SPACE.com) 

Student text 

"Understanding Science: 
How Science Really Works" 
in Modern Science: What’s 
changing? 

University of California 
Museum of Paleontology 

Read Aloud 

"Giant Telescopes of 
Tomorrow" 

Peter Tyson from NOVA  Read Aloud 

"New Theory: Galileo 
discovered Neptune" 

Robert Roy Britt 
(SPACE.com) 

Student text 

"Is Pluto a Planet?" (video)  Smithsonian Magazine  Read aloud 

 
 
Ideas for discussing scientific inquiry and process 

● What is a scientist? 
● What do scientists do? 
● What kinds of questions do scientists ask? 
● Why is science important? 
● Why is it important to collect information? 
● If you were a scientist, what would you investigate? 
● What questions do you have about things you see everyday? 
● How can we explore those questions? 

 
Want to deepen your and your child’s knowledge on the topic being 
studied?  
Here is a suggested book list: 
 

Title   Author  

Girls Think of Everything: Stories of Ingenious Inventions by 
Women 

Catherine Thimmesh 

Project Seahorse  Pamela S. Turner 

 



Our Footprint on Earth  Jeanne Sturm 

Little Things Matter  Christi E. Parker 

There’s a Hair in my Dirt!  Gary Larson 

The Kid Who Invented the Popsicle  Don L. Wulffson 

 
What does independent reading look like at home? 
 
Independent reading gives your child the opportunity to read and interact with books 
that are on her reading level and that address topics that she chooses.  Supporting 
independent reading at home helps build your child’s confidence with reading, her 
reading stamina and reading achievement, and will help her do better in school.  
 
Here are some ways you can encourage independent reading at home: 

● Let your child pick out books that she finds interesting 
● Prioritize reading. Protect time every day for reading (weekends and school 

breaks too!). Before bedtime is a great time to read. 
● Read together 
● Read aloud 
● Discuss your child’s reading. Ask questions like: 

○ What was that book about? 
○ What did you like about it? 
○ What didn’t you like about it? 
○ What did you learn? 
○ What questions do you have about what you read? 
○ What didn’t you understand about what you read? 
○ What do you want to learn more about after reading the book? 
○ How does this book connect to other books you’ve read? 

 

 


