
Unit Overview: Parent Guide 

Pushing Up the Sky, Grade 4 

 
What is the goal of this unit? 

● Your child will learn about folktales and how they help to preserve the culture of 
societies that have disappeared.   

 
What topics and skills is your fourth grader learning in this unit? 

● Folktales 
● Cultural preservation 
● Dramatic presentation 
● Elements of folktales 
● Compare and contrast 
● Central message 
● Drama 
● Informational writing 
● Script writing 
● Dialogue 

 
What tasks will your child engage in to help them consider the topics and 
skills of this unit? 

● Culminating Writing Task: Your child will bring together all her learning near the 
end of the unit by writing an essay that compares and contrasts one element of 
two stories read in the unit. Your child will also determine how each story 
teaches a similar lesson or provides a similar message.  

 
● Extension Task: Your child will extend her learning by collaborating with 

classmates to adapt one of the folktales read in the unit into a script that 
demonstrates how folktales reflect culture. Your child will then perform her 
folktale for the class, using props, visual displays, and/or audio recordings. 

 
 
Your child will read these texts: 
 

Text Title  Author/Source  How it is used in the Unit 

Pushing Up the Sky: Seven 
Native American Plays for 
Children 

Joseph Bruchac  Main text of the unit 

American Tall Tales  Mary Pope Osborne  Student text 

 



Merlin and the Dragons  Jane Yolen  Student text 
 

Zlateh the Goat and Other 
Stories 

Isaac Bashevis Singer  Student text 
 

The People Could Fly: 
American Black Folktales 

Virginia Hamilton  Student text 
 

“What is Storytelling?”  National Storytelling Network  Read aloud 

“Vanishing Cultures”  National Geographic Explorer, 
Pathfinder    Edition, May 
2011 

Student text 
 

“Storytelling Provides a 
Means of Transmitting 
Culture, History” 

Diana Cunningham,  The Daily 
Tar Heel 

Student text 
 

Ooka the Wise: Tales of Old 
Japan 

I.G. Edmonds  Student text 
 

“Using Oral Traditions to 
Improve Verbal and Listening 
Skills: Part I” 

Joanne Pompano (Yale-New 
Haven Teachers Institute) 

Read aloud 

“An Introduction to the Role of 
Storytelling in Native 
American Tribes” 

Mary Rajotte  Read aloud 

Just So Stories - “The 
Elephant’s Child” 

Rudyard Kipling  Student text 
 

Just So Stories - “How the 
Camel Got His Hump” 

Rudyard Kipling  Student text 

 
 
Ideas for discussing folktales and culture 

● What is a folktale? 
● How are folktales different from other stories? 
● Why do people tell folktales? 
● Why would someone want to tell stories about their culture? 
● How can folktales tell the story of someone’s culture? 
● Do you have any folktales that explain your culture? 
● What can we learn from folktales? 

 
Want to deepen your and your child’s knowledge on the topic being 

 



studied?  
Here is a suggested book list: 
 

Title   Author  

Rainbow Crow  Nancy Van Laan 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon  Grace Lin 

The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses  Paul Goble 

Starry River of the Sky  Grace Lin 

The Rainbow People  Laurence Yep 

West of the Moon  Margi Preus 

Cendrillon: A Caribbean Cinderella  Robert D. San Souci 

The Cow-Tail Switch and Other West African Stories  Harold Courlander 

 
 
What does independent reading look like at home? 
 
Independent reading gives your child the opportunity to read and interact with books 
that are on her reading level and that address topics that she chooses.  Supporting 
independent reading at home helps build your child’s confidence with reading, her 
reading stamina and reading achievement, and will help her do better in school.  
 
Here are some ways you can encourage independent reading at home: 

● Let your child pick out books that she finds interesting 
● Prioritize reading. Protect time every day for reading (weekends and school 

breaks too!). Before bedtime is a great time to read. 
● Read together 
● Read aloud 
● Discuss your child’s reading. Ask questions like: 

○ What was that book about? 
○ What did you like about it? 
○ What didn’t you like about it? 
○ What did you learn? 
○ What questions do you have about what you read? 
○ What didn’t you understand about what you read? 
○ What do you want to learn more about after reading the book? 
○ How does this book connect to other books you’ve read? 

 

 



 

 


