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Evangeline Parish Schools
“One Evangeline, Together we can, Together we will. Darwan Lazard, Superintendent

1123 Te Mamou Road, Ville Platte, LA  70586
Tel 337-363-6651 Fax 337-363-8086

Website:  www.epsb.com

To:  Evangeline Parish School District Board, Personnel, and Parents
From:  Darwan Lazard, Superintendent
RE:  School Operational Guidelines  2022-2023
Date:  September 6, 2022

The 2022-2023 school year will be focused on literacy.  It is the goal of the Evangeline Parish School District
to provide a high-quality education for all students and ensure the physical, social, and emotional well-being
of both students and staff.

The tremendous support of the parents, community, teachers, and staff enabled the school system to
provide educational opportunities and nutritious meals for the Evangeline Parish students during the 2021-22
school year.

The school district monitors safety procedures such as continuous sanitation and following guidelines
established by the Louisiana Department of Health.  Instructional minutes, curriculum, and instruction will
follow the procedures determined by the Louisiana Department of Education.

Educational opportunities, bus transportation, and nutritious meals will be provided. Schools will provide
parents with guidance for daily routines and procedures.

The vision of the Evangeline Parish School District is to create and maintain a first-rate school district and
provide multiple paths for student success. The District will provide educational programs that empower
students to develop life-long learning and good citizenship skills in a wholesome and nurturing environment.

We appreciate your help, support, and patience as we work through these challenging times.  Let’s keep
working together to be innovative, creative, and productive.  Together, we are the support and guidance that
our students need and deserve.

School Board Members:

Lonnie Sonnier Nick Chaumont           Karen Vidrine         Wayne Dardeau          Peggy Forman            Mike W. Fontenot            Sheila Joseph
District One District  Two District Three          President                   District Five               District Six                      District Seven

District Four

Wanda A. Skinner      Edward S. Limoges        Arthur Savoy          Nancy A. Hamlin       Ellis Guillory, Sr.          Georgianna L. Wilson
District Eight              Vice President                District Ten             District Eleven           District Twelve                District Thirteen

District Nine

“An Equal Opportunity Employer”

2



September 6, 2022

Evangeline Parish School District Operational Guidelines
This guidance will help support safe, in-person learning for Pre-K -12 campuses and keep them
open while managing the spread of COVID-19.

School Operational Guidelines 2022-2023

●Facilities are open to the public.
●All EPSD employees are essential and are required to report to their assigned locations.  Face

coverings may be worn but are not required for students and employees.
●Transportation will be provided for students at 100% capacity
●Face coverings may be worn but are not required while inside school facilities unless a

student/employee has tested positive for COVID and returning during the 6-10 day window
after being symptom-free.

●Schools may offer limited on-site activities.
●All students will receive in-person instruction Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and

Friday.
●All persons should wash or sanitize their hands upon arrival at the school. Students should

wash or sanitize their hands before eating, using outdoor play equipment, and exiting the
school facility.

●Meals will be provided by the school’s cafeteria. Students and teachers should sanitize or
wash their hands before and after every meal.

● To practice physical distancing, we will, to the maximum extent possible, maintain a physical
distance of three feet. Outdoor activities have no limitations to group size, but physical
distancing should be maintained to the greatest extent possible.

● Athletes: May practice and compete in sports activities following close contact with a positive
COVID case if they remain asymptomatic AND  test negative for COVID-19 once during days
6-10. The test should be administered on non-consecutive days. Students will not be required
to submit negative test results to return to school. Athletic activities will resume with the
spectator capacity set in accordance with the Louisiana State Fire Marshal’s office, Officer of
the Governor, and the Louisiana Department of Health opensafely.la.gov.

●High-touch surfaces should be cleaned at least once daily, including door knobs, desks,
railings, water fountains, bathrooms, etc.

● Every school campus has a nurse available to monitor staff or students who may show signs
of illness

●While all safety precautions to reduce Covid exposure are in place throughout the district,
district facilities should anticipate Covid-19 cases and are prepared to mitigate as necessary.

●Mandatory quarantines for students/employees defined as “close contact” are no longer
required. Parents and Employees will be provided a choice.

● Isolation areas are identified on each campus.
● Isolation area should be cleaned after being occupied by a sick student or adult.
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Evangeline Virtual Academy - Operational Guidelines 2022-2023

● Parents can select virtual instruction through Evangeline Virtual Academy (EVA).
Applications should be completed online during the application period.

● Students must meet EPSD’s minimum participation expectations; if they fail to comply,
they will be removed from EVA for non-compliance.

● Teachers are required to monitor attendance daily. For credit purposes (not for truancy),
teachers will maintain attendance records to determine satisfactory completion of
course requirements.

● Students are required to complete daily course assignments.
● Parents who request to change from in-person to virtual learning due to medical reasons

must complete a HOMEBOUND packet at their homeschool.
● If a parent/guardian would like to exit their child(ren) from Evangeline Virtual Academy,

they must request to do so two weeks before the ending date of the grading period.

Louisiana Department of Health COVID-19 Recommendation
➢ Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms, regardless of vaccination status, should be tested for COVID-19.

➢ If a rapid antigen test is negative, a symptomatic person should seek confirmatory PCR testing.

› If confirmatory testing is negative, they can return to school as long as they meet return-to-school

requirements (e.g., 24 hours fever-free without the use of fever-reducing medication).

› If confirmatory testing is positive, the symptomatic person has COVID-19 and should complete

at-home isolation.

● Anyone who tests positive by viral test (antigen or PCR) for COVID-19, regardless of vaccination status,

should complete at-home isolation.

● Anyone identified as close contact with a COVID-19 case should follow the appropriate masking and

quarantine guidance.

● Schools should teach and reinforce proper handwashing to lower the risk of spreading viruses. Hand

hygiene should be monitored and reinforced during key times in the day (e.g., before and after eating and

after recess).

● Schools should teach and reinforce covering coughs and sneezes to help keep individuals from getting and

spreading infectious diseases.

● Schools should clean surfaces at least once daily to reduce the risk of spreading germs by touching surfaces.

The space will be cleaned and disinfected if a facility has had a sick person or someone who tested positive

for COVID-19 within the last 24 hours. Additionally, Schools will follow recommended procedures for

cleaning, sanitizing, and disinfection in their setting, such as after diapering, feeding, and exposure to bodily

fluids.

● Schools can consider screening testing for high-risk activities such as indoor sports and extracurricular

activities.
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