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Overview of Homebound Instruction Program 

Introduction 

Homebound instructional services are designed to support regular and special education 
students, who as a result of healthcare treatment, physical illness, accident, or the treatment 
thereof, are temporarily unable to attend school. Homebound services are provided in the 
hospital or home environment and shall be provided by a certified teacher. Homebound 
instruction should be used as a last resort after all other options and/or alternative schedules 
(i.e. half days, work packets, etc.) have been exhausted. Students may qualify for Homebound 
services when enrolled in a public school with a completed application from the attending 
physician and district verification. 

Purpose 

The goal of Homebound instruction is to keep the student as current as possible with 
classroom instruction during a temporary period of absence from school. Homebound services 
should also provide continuity between home instruction and classroom instruction, so 
students can re-engage successfully in their instructional program on return to school. 

Homebound instruction is not intended to replace school services and is, by design temporary. 
It is not a remediation program and is not designed to provide the student with time to make 
up previously missed assignments. It is expected that the family and school will minimize 
academic work missed due to absences prior to the initiation of Homebound services. 

 

GENERAL EDUCATION HOMEBOUND GUIDELINES  

Referral for Homebound Instruction 

The parent/guardian’s request for services shall be made through the school or Supervisor of 
Special Education. 

Each school designee will ensure the following: 

1. The parent/guardian is given and completes the Homebound Agreement and the 
Consent for Disclosure of Case Information forms (p. 17-18). 

2. The parent(s)/guardian(s) is given a copy of the completed Homebound Agreement and 
the Consent for Disclosure of Case Information for their records. 

3. The parent/guardian is given the application forms to be completed by the physician 
and faxed to the Supervisor of Special Education. 
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4. Once the referral packet is complete, the packet will be forwarded to the school 
designee(s) for prompt processing.  

Eligibility Criteria 

A regular or special education student may be eligible to receive homebound instruction if the               

following criteria are met: 

1. The student is confined to the hospital or home for a period of 3 weeks or longer                 

because of a medical condition. 

 

2. The student is free of infectious or communicable disease, lice. If the student is not free                

of such diseases, other appropriate instructional arrangements must be made. 

 

3.  An attending licensed physician must complete the application for homebound 
instruction. The request must be filled out in its entirety. 

 

4. The parent or guardian signs a parental agreement concerning homebound or hospital            

policies and parental cooperation. 

 

5. The request must be filled out in its entirety. 

Courses Supported 

Homebound instruction, at a minimum, shall be provided in the core academic subjects: ELA, 
mathematics, science, and Social Studies. All instruction is aligned with the Louisiana 
Standards for Students. 

Factors determining the number of courses offered for high school students will be based on 
the current status of work completed, time remaining in the semester, feasibility of course 
requirements, and medical limitations. The guidance department at the high school will assist 
in making the determination as to which courses will be offered during the time a student is on 
homebound instruction.  All assignments and coursework must be completed according to 
curriculum guidelines before credit is earned. The decision concerning the completion of these 
courses rests with the school. Parents or guardians may discuss this with the student, school 
counselor, and school administrator. 

Physical Education and electives will be provided only if there is an agreement from the 
school of alternative projects and/or computer linkages. Homebound teachers do not 
provide instruction in these subjects. 
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Service Delivery/Teacher Qualifications 

Homebound instruction shall be provided by a certified teacher through a consultative model. 

Hours and Duration of Instruction 

The number of hours of instruction per week will be based on a student’s individual needs. 
Instruction will be provided during regular school hours unless otherwise scheduled by the 
school district. Homebound instruction is aligned with the official calendar for the school 
district which the services are being provided. 

Location of Instructional Sessions 

The location of services will be designated by the Supervisor of Special Education which may 
be the student’s home, library, or a healthcare facility. If services are in the home, the parent 
or guardian must identify an adult who must be present at all times and agree to confine all 
pets in a different area from the homebound instruction prior to the arrival of the homebound 
teacher. If the home setting is not deemed appropriate for instruction and the student’s 
condition allows, homebound instruction may take place at the school, public library, or other 
agreed upon location. 

Student Rights and Responsibilities 

Homebound instruction is considered a school-sponsored activity. The Student Handbook & 
Reference Guide applies to all students regardless of venue. These documents are provided to 
students and parents at the start of each new school year. 

Missed Sessions 

Make-up sessions will only be allowed for sessions missed due to illness or family emergencies, 
and when cancellations are made 24 hours prior to scheduled sessions. If possible, make-up 
for missed sessions must be completed within the same week the session is canceled. The 
homebound teacher will document each cancellation when there is no prior notification by the 
parent or guardian. An excessive number of cancellations, i.e., three or more in the course of a 
nine-week period, may result in termination of homebound services. Sessions missed or 
canceled by the homebound teacher will be made up. 

Special Education 

If a student is eligible for special education services, the special education case manager of the 
student coordinates services with the Supervisor of Special Education and homebound 
teacher. For eligible students, the individualized education program (IEP) must be 
reviewed/amended to meet the student’s temporary or long term instructional needs after 
the Supervisor of Special Education has approved the referral for homebound instruction. 
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Parental consent must be obtained to amend the IEP prior to the initiation of homebound 
services. 

 The student’s IEP will delineate the number of homebound instruction hours, the special 
education services to be delivered while the student is homebound, the goals to be pursued 
while the student is homebound, the service delivery option, and the placement continuum 
option: “homebound.” The proposed school assignment would likely remain unchanged.  

When the student is able to return to school, the IEP team must amend the IEP to terminate 
homebound services in order to return the student to the school setting. 

Technology 

Online courses such as Equality may be used in place of, or to supplement, some homebound 
instruction for available classes. Online classes may be beneficial for students who are able to 
work well independently. For additional information, contact the student’s school counselor 
and/or an administrator. The use of available technology for the student to participate in some 
classroom activities from home and to support instruction will be considered when 
appropriate. Technology equipment is provided to students with no access to a home 
computer and/or internet (Chromebook, Hotspot, etc.). 

Grading 

The student remains on the classroom teacher’s roster, and the classroom teacher remains the 
teacher of record. Therefore, the classroom teacher is responsible for assigning the quarter, 
semester, and final grades to the student. In order for the classroom teacher to be informed 
regarding student progress, frequent, preferably weekly, communication is required between 
the classroom and homebound teachers, and all work completed by the student must be 
turned in to the classroom teacher in a timely manner. It is the responsibility of the classroom 
teacher to grade each work product and return the work to the homebound teacher in a 
timely manner to ensure the student is getting regular and relevant feedback on academic 
performance. Check Parent Command and Progress Reports/Report Cards. 

 Since not all classroom activities will be appropriate in a homebound setting, some 
assignments may be eliminated, altered, or replaced for a student in the homebound setting. 
While the classroom teacher may modify course requirements for the individual student, the 
course requirements must be met in order for the student to earn course credit. 

LEAP CONNECT/LEAP 2025/EOC and Other Required Testing 

The Supervisor of Special Education, the district test coordinator, the school test coordinator, 
and homebound teachers will collaborate to arrange for the administration of the LEAP 
CONNECT/LEAP 2025/EOC and any other required testing. 
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Extension or Early Termination of Homebound Services 

In order to continue homebound instruction beyond the specified termination date, it will be 
the responsibility of the parent or guardian to contact the Supervisor of Special Education at 
least five school days prior to the termination of services. The parent/guardian should contact 
the Special Education Department and submit a new application with evidence. The number of 
extensions will be decided based on the student’s health issues. 

End-of-Year Termination of Homebound Services 

Homebound instruction for general education will terminate on the last day of school. 
Homebound instruction for special education students will follow the schedule delineated by 
the student’s IEP. 

School Reintegration Process 

School and homebound staff members work collaboratively with parents or guardians and 
medical and/or community resources to coordinate the appropriate reintegration of the 
student to school-based instruction, including any reasonable accommodations that will 
enhance the student’s ability to appropriately access the curriculum. 

Reporting Student Information 

Information regarding a homebound student is confidential and is subject to the same 
restrictions as all other such information.  
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Staff & Parent Responsibilities 

School Responsibilities 
The school guidance counselor (intermediate, high school), or principal/designee (elementary) 
will:  

 
1. Arrange a meeting between the homebound teacher and classroom teacher to discuss 

specific classes/subjects to be homebound. Note: Credit will be awarded for classes 
deemed appropriate for homebound education. Please note, courses such as physical 
education, higher-level math classes, allied arts, lab classes, Chemistry, and foreign 
languages may not be suitable for homebound instruction and, therefore, no credit will 
be awarded.  
 

2.  Provide the homebound teacher with appropriate textbooks and assignments for the 
duration of the homebound instructional period. 
 

3. Serve as liaison between the homebound teacher and the student’s classroom 
teacher(s).  
 

4. Assist in the student’s transition back to school.  
 

Homebound Teacher Responsibilities 
The Homebound instructor will: 

 
1. Contact the parent or guardian and arrange a schedule to begin instruction 

 
2. Meet with or email school contact person to pick up assignment, coursework, outline, 

answer key, textbooks, and any other material necessary to support the student’s 
instructional program. 
 

3. Report academic progress to parents, teachers, and counselor regularly through Parent 
Command, Progress Report, and Report Cards 

 
4. Serve a liaison between the school and home. 

 
5. Assist in the student’s transition back to school. 

Parent Responsibilities  
The parent (s)/guardian(s) will: 
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1. Notify the school that the student will be out of school for an extended period of time. 

 
2. Obtain an application from the school or the Supervisor of Special Education. 

 
3. Obtain medical information and signatures from attending physician. 

 
4. Complete parent/guardian section of the application and return it to the Supervisor of 

Special Education 
 

5. Provide access to the home and help schedule teacher visits that do not conflict with 
medical treatments. 
 

6. Provide a quiet environment for instruction. 
 

7. Be at home at the time of the homebound instructor’s visit. 
 

8. Contact home instruction teacher if the student has a Doctor’s appointment, illness (flu, 
measles, or any other communicable disease that is contagious) 
 

9. Monitor the student’s work during teacher absence. 
 

10.Provide signature upon homebound teacher’s arrival at home. 
 

11.Notify the school when the student will return to school. 

Student Responsibilities  
The student will: 

 
1. Always have homework completed at the scheduled time. 

 
2. Be prepared for the home instruction upon arrival of the teacher 

 
3. Have any question or concerns written down. 

 
4. Study for 1 hour for every class. 

 
5. Be organized with materials. 

 
6. Hand in assignments that are neatly done for return to the assigned school. 

10 | Page 
Revised July 10, 2019 



Classroom Teacher(s) Responsibilities 
The classroom teacher(s) will: 

 
1. Work with the school counselor and homebound teacher in providing assignments, 

tests, quizzes, and special projects as deemed appropriate on a weekly basis. 
 

2. Be responsible for the homebound student’s education progress, including 
achievement, report card grade, and awarding of credit.  
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FAQ - Homebound Instruction 
 

1.What is the Hospital/Homebound instructional program?  

○ Hospital/Homebound is an instructional program provided to regular or special 
education students who are unable to attend school because of a medical 
condition. Students receive instruction in the hospital or home environment to 
help them keep up with their coursework while absent from school for a 
qualifying medical illness.  

2. Are Homebound and Homestudy the same instructional program?  

○ No. homebound services are provided in the hospital or home environment by 
teachers assigned through the local education agency. Homestudy students, also 
referred to as “homeschool students,” receive instruction from their parents in 
the home environment.  

3.Who is eligible?  

○ Public school students certified by their attending physician as having a medical 
condition that requires the student to be away from school for a period longer 
than 15 consecutive school days are eligible.  

4.Where do parents apply?  

○ Parents may apply at the student’s school or at the EPSB media Center.  

5.Who will deliver homebound instruction? 

○ The homebound teacher is to be a certified teacher 

6.Where will homebound instruction take place? 

○ Homebound instruction is provided in the student’s home or hospital. 

○ If the instruction cannot be done at the home, some other options might be: 

■ the local public library 

■ Evangeline Parish Media Center 

○ Homebound instruction can be provided in a public library or a school building. In 
the case of a hospitalized student, services may be provided in the hospital setting 
as long as it is a local hospital and the hospital stay is a short stay.  Specific time 
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and place should be worked out between the homebound instructor, the student, 
and the family.  

7.When will the instruction take place? 

○ The homebound instructional schedule will be mutually agreed upon between the 
parents and the instructor. 

○ Homebound instruction is based on individual student needs.  Homebound 
services follow the same school calendar, and no services are typically provided 
during school breaks. 

8.What will the instructor teach? 

○ This is on a case by case basis, but typically instruction should focus on core 
subjects and social skill development. 

○ Factors determining the number of courses offered for high school students will 
be based on the current status of work completed, time remaining in the 
semester, the feasibility of course requirements, and medical limitations, 
however; this usually results in two class offerings. The guidance department at 
the high school will assist in making the determination as to which courses will be 
offered during the time a student is on homebound instruction.  All assignments 
and coursework must be completed according to curriculum guidelines before 
credit is earned. 
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Homebound Appendix/Forms  
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Procedural Guideline Sheet 

When a student is to be confined for a minimum of 3 weeks to homebound or a hospital as a 
result of healthcare treatment, physical illness, accident, or the treatment thereof, are 
temporarily unable to attend school, then the following steps should be followed: 

Step 1.  The school designee or Supervisor of Special Education will provide the parent/guardian 
with the Homebound Agreement and the Consent for Disclosure of Case Information forms to 
be completed.  

 

Step 2.  Parent(s)/guardian(s) is given a copy of the completed Homebound Agreement and the 
Consent for Disclosure of Case Information.  

 

Step 3. The parent/guardian is given the application forms to be completed by the physician 
and faxed to the Supervisor of Special Education 

 

Step 4.   Once the referral packet is complete,  the school, homebound teacher, and parent will 
be notified. 

 

Step 5. The Homebound teacher will contact the school’s designee/teacher as well as the parent 

or guardian and arrange a schedule to begin instruction. 

 

Step 6. If the student is a high school student, the guidance department at the high school will 
assist in making the determination as to which courses will be offered during the time a student 
is on homebound instruction.  
 
Step 7. The school designee will meet with the Homebound teacher and be a liaison between 
the homebound teacher and the general education teacher. 
 
Step 8. Class Classroom teachers will provide assignments, coursework, outlines, answer keys, 
textbooks, and any other material necessary and will send them home to the student through 
the homebound teacher. Once the assignments are complete, the homebound teacher will 
return the work to the classroom teacher for grading and posting grades. The classroom teacher 
will set the due dates and deadlines on all assignments sent home  
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Step 9. The homebound teacher will maintain open dialog between the school, classroom 
teachers, the school administration, and the student and parent. 
 
Step 10.Once homebound completion nears, the homebound teacher will coordinate the 

student’s return to school. 

If an extension is needed for regular education students, the homebound teacher will give the 

application forms to be completed by the physician and faxed to the Supervisor of Special 

Education at least 5 days prior to the ending date (p. 19-21 ) 
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Evangeline Parish School Board 

Homebound Agreement 
 

Student Name:________________________________________ 

 
In order to provide your child with instruction through the Homebound program, we must have an 
agreement with the following terms. Failing to comply could result in the review of your child’s eligibility for 
home instruction. 

 
The parent (s)/guardian(s) will: 

 
1. Notify the school that the student will be out of school for an extended period of time. 

 
2. Obtain an application from the school designee or Supervisor of Special Education. 

 
3. Obtain medical information and signatures from attending physician. 

 
4. Complete parent/guardian section of the application and return it to the  

school or Supervisor of Special Education. 
 

5. Provide access to the home and help schedule teacher visits that do not conflict with medical 
treatments. 
 

6. Provide a quiet environment for the instruction and no animals in the vicinity during home 
instruction. 
 

7. Be at home at the time of the homebound instructor’s visit. 
 

8. Contact home instruction teacher if the student has a Doctor’s appointment, illness (flu, 
measles, or any other communicable disease that is contagious) 
 

9. Monitor the student’s work during teacher absence. 
 

10. Provide signature upon homebound teacher’s arrival at home. 
 

11. Notify the school when the student will return to school. 
 

Parent’s Statement 
 
I agree to abide by the above statements. I agree to have a no-smoking and no-animal policy during the period 
of instruction. 
 
 
Signature____________________________________________  Date:_____________________ 
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CONSENT FOR DISCLOSURE OF CASE INFORMATION 
EVANGELINE PARISH SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

 
Name: Parent: 

D.O.B.: Address: 

 City/St: 

Req. by: Phone: 

I, the parent/guardian of the above child, am approving the release of his/her records from your agency. I understand that the 
information contained in his/her record is confidential. However, I give consent for 
 
Name/Agency: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City/St/Zip: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
to release the following information: 
☑ Medical 

Social 
Psychological 
Speech 
Sensory 

☑ Diagnostic findings 
☑ Educational implications/suggestions 
☑ Prescription for treatment 
☑ Medical treatment and/or prescription 
☑ Case history 

☑ Treatment/Programing 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 

 

Please send to:                                   Evangeline Parish Pupil Appraisal          attn.: Keith Scott 
                                                                    607 Harvey LeBas Drive                             Phone (337) 363- 6598 
                                                                       Ville Platte, LA 70586                               Fax: (337) 363-6405 

 
General purpose of this disclosure is for:  

Evaluation Record update ☑ Homebound Program 
 
Specific purpose includes:  

Evaluation to determine eligibility or continued eligibility for special services 
Providing Physical Therapy treatment Providing Occupational Therapy treatment 
Designing an individual educational program Determining placement and treatment needs 

☑ Eligibility for Homebound Instruction Program________________________________________________________________________________ 
I understand that: 

1. I may refuse this authorization and it is strictly voluntary. I acknowledge receiving a copy of this.  
2. My treatment, payment, enrollment or eligibility for benefits may not be conditioned on signing this authorization. 
3. I may revoke this authorization at any time in writing to the provider authorized to release the protected health 

information, but if I do, it will not have any effect on any actions taken prior to receiving the revocation.  
4. If the requester or receiver is not a health plan or health care provider, the released information may no longer be 

protected by Federal Privacy regulations and may be disclosed. 
 
Conditions: I request that you not release information regarding:  

 
Aids/HIV test result Alcohol/ Drug or substance abuse 

treatment 
Psychiatric/Mental care/treatment 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
This authorization will expire on the following date or event:  
 
Date: __________________________ (or) Event: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Parent/Guardian Date Witness 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Student’s Representative (if necessary) Date Relation to Student  
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Evangeline Parish School Board  
SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPT.  
607 HARVEY LEBAS DRIVE  

VILLE PLATTE, LOUISIANA 70586   

APPLICATION/LETTER FOR HOSPITAL/HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION  

Date: _______________________ Home School: __________________________________________  

The following student has applied for homebound services:  

 Student Name: ______________________________________________Date of Birth: ___________________  

Student #__________________________________  

Student Grade or Program _____________  

Parent Name __________________________________________ Telephone # __________________________  

Home Address 

______________________________________________________________________________  

For office use:  

The above named student is eligible to receive hospital/homebound instruction for  
  
 _________ weeks, beginning ____________________________and ending ____________________________  
                                                                                 (Date)                                                         (Expected discharge)  
Does student have an IEP? __________________  

Wi-FI available: ________________  

Evangeline Central: ______________________________________________________  

Doctor’s statement on file: ________________  

Comments: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Evangeline Parish School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, 
handicapping condition, or veteran status.  
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EVANGELINE PARISH SCHOOL BOARD  

HOSPITAL/HOMEBOUND REFERRAL FOR TEMPORARY PLACEMENT DUE TO  PHYSICAL 
ILLNESS OR INJURY  

  
Pupil’s Name ________________________________________________________________ Age ___________  
 
Date of Birth ____________________________ Sex ___________________  
 

This section is to be completed by a certified Physician, Nurse Practitioner or  Physician Assistant.   
 
The undersigned certifies that the above named student is unable to attend school  for the following reason(s) 
(give specific medical diagnosis):  
 ________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
The undersigned further certifies that the above named student is free from  infectious or communicable 
disease and is able to benefit from home or hospital  instruction with the following limitation or modifications:  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The expected duration of the condition which prevents school attendance is: 
  
 _______3 weeks     _______4 weeks    ________5 weeks   ________6 weeks   ________7 weeks  
 
 _______8 weeks     _______9 weeks   _______ 10 weeks   _______11 weeks   _______12 weeks  
 
 
Physician’s Name (type or print) __________________________________________ Date: ________________  
  
 
Address _____________________________________________________Telephone #____________________  
  
 
Physician’s Signature 
_________________________________________________________________________  
 
Fax to:    Special Education Dept.  
                ATTN: Keith Scott 
                (337)363-6405 
 

 
 
 

Note: This form must be retained in the school system file for monitoring purposes.  Do not attach this form 
to the application for Hospital/Homebound (H/H) Funds.    
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EVANGELINE PARISH SCHOOL BOARD   

HOMEBOUND MEDICAL TREATMENT PLAN  
 
 
Child’s Name: ______________________________________________Date of Birth: _____________________  
 
Diagnosis of Case: __________________________________________________________________________  
 
Recommendation for treatment: ______________________________________________________________  
 
Amount of time recommended for homebound services: (Ex. Hours, minutes per  day)  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Type(s) of behavior exhibited by the patient: (If applicable)  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Medication(s) prescribed:  
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Treatment or behavior plan you are using with this student:  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Duration of the treatment plan: (Beginning & ending date) 
 
    ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 It is understood that should this student’s treatment plan change significantly or is discontinued, a signed 
release from the attending physician will be sent to the Evangeline Parish Special Education Department.  
 
 
  _________________________________________________  
Physician’s Signature  
 
 _________________________________________________  
Date  
 
Fax to:    Special Education Dept.  
                ATTN: Keith Scott 
                (337)363-6405 
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