
PROCEEDINGS OF THE EVANGELINE PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 

Ville Platte, Louisiana 

September 16, 2020 

 Members of the Evangeline Parish School Board met this day in a regular scheduled meeting at 

6:00 P.M. at the Evangeline Parish School District Central Office (Teacher Training & Technology 

Center), 1123 Te Mamou Road, Ville Platte, Louisiana.   

Board members present were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Mr. Arthur Savoy, 

Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot, Mr. Nick Chaumont, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, 

Mrs. Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  

Board member absent were Ms. Wanda Skinner and Board Vice-President Scott Limoges.  

Also, in attendance were Superintendent Darwan Lazard, Assistant Superintendent Michael 

Lombas, CFO Amy Lafleur, Board Attorney Betsy Jackson; Special Counsel Bob Hammonds; 

Supervisors: John Deshotel (CTE/textbooks/ transportation) and Anthony Bertrand (Maintenance & 

Operations Facilitator), supervisors via ZOOM: John Deranger (Technology Coordinator), Grace Sibley 

(Title I), Cheri Fontenot (Interim Elementary), Sherral Tezeno (Middle School), Keith Scott (special 

education); Principal Helana Francois (BHS) and assistant principal Toby Doucet (PPHS). 

Board President Wayne Dardeau declared a quorum and ordered members to proceed with the 

business of the day at 6:00 p.m.  

  Motion was made by Mrs. Peggy Forman, seconded by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and recommended 

by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to add New Business Item #14 to the agenda. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Micheal W. Fontenot, Mr. Nick Chaumont, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. 

Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item # 1 – Motion was made by Ms. Georgianna Wilson, seconded by Mr. Arthur Savoy, and 

recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve the minutes of the previous meeting dated 

September 2, 2020. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Micheal W. Fontenot, Mr. Nick Chaumont, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. 

Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item # 2A – Minutes from the Executive Committee Meeting dated September 15, 2020 were 

presented.  

PROCEEDINGS OF THE EVANGELINE PARISH 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2020 
Members of the Evangeline Parish School Board Executive Committee met this day in a 

schedule Executive Committee Meeting. 
 Committee members present were: Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 
Chairperson Peggy Forman.    
 Committee members absent was Mrs. Karen Vidrine. 

Others in attendance were Superintendent Darwan Lazard, Assistant Superintendent Michael 
Lombas, CFO Amy Lafleur, and Supervisor Johnny Deshotel.    
Committee Chairperson Peggy Forman declared a quorum and ordered members to proceed with the 
business of the day at 2:05 P.M. 
 Item #1 –  CFO Amy Lafleur reviewed the handout provided to committee members for 
Insurance rates.  The first page of the handout shows the employee and employee premium 
effective January 1, 2021, for each of the five different plans offered; the second page of the handout 
provides information comparing the employee insurance rates for 2020 to 2021 and the amount of 
the increase for each plan; the third page of the handout provides information comparing employer’s 
share of the insurance rates for 2020 to 2021 and the amount of increase for each plan.   



 CFO Lafleur stated the new premium rates become effective January 1, 2021 and the new 
rates will begin being deducted from the December 2020 payroll check.  There are 558 employees 
covered under the insurance and the largest number of employees are enrolled in the Magnolia Plus 
plan.  Using the insurance plan employees are currently enrolled in, the total cost for employees will 
be $112,410.00, and the total employer’s share will be $233,796.48.  
 CFO Lafleur explained that after the open enrollment period, which begins in October until 
mid-November, she will have a better idea of what it will cost the District, in the event employees 
change the plan, in which, they are currently enrolled.   

Item #2 – CFO Lafleur stated she has been asked if the District is participating in the tax 
deferral that President Trump has given.  CFO Lafleur explained that there are two tax deferral 
items.  One of these is Publication 5419, which happened earlier in the year, says that federal, state 
and local governments and their agencies or instrumentalities are not eligible to participate.  The 
second one happened in August, when President Trump did an executive order to defer payroll tax 
obligations due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The payroll taxes being referred to in his order are the 
FICA deductions.   Recently, the District moved to a FICA replacement plan and does not participate 
in FICA.  Therefore, the District is not eligible for this tax deferral. 

CFO Lafleur explained that she wanted board members to know that we would not be 
participating in the tax deferrals and the reasons why. 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard explained that the reason we are not participating in the tax 
deferrals is not for any political reason.  The reason is simply because we are not eligible to 
participate. 

Item #3 – CFO Lafleur explained that part of the currently adopted salary schedule, for the 
coaching supplement, includes a list of minimum criteria that must be fulfilled in order for the coach 
to be eligible for the coaching increment.   CFO Lafleur stated she is asking that the committee 
approve waiving the present EPSB minimum criteria for coaches’ supplement for 2020-2021 and have 
the criteria match whatever the LHSAA guidelines deem for a particular sport.   

Superintendent Darwan Lazard stated that LHSAA does not govern elementary sports.  This 
is a local decision.   

Motion was made by Ms. Nancy Hamlin and seconded by Ms. Georgianna Wilson to have the 
schedule for coaching supplement pay remain the same and give the Superintendent authority to 
make changes using LHSAA guidelines and local criteria. 

There was no objection, question or comment from committee members. 
Voting for the motion were Ms. Nancy Hamlin, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, and Committee 

Chairperson Peggy Forman. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
Committee Chairperson Peggy Forman asked Superintendent Lazard if Evangeline Parish was 

the only parish that had a minimum requirement of games.   
Superintendent Lazard stated that, according to Special Counsel Bob Hammonds, other 

districts are not so specific in their criteria.  He stated that this may be something, going forward, the 
salary committee may want to look at/address when they meet, and present a recommendation to 
the board for consideration.     

Supervisor Johnny Deshotel stated that the minimum criteria in the salary schedule comes 
from the LHSAA guidelines.   

CFO Lafleur stated that, instead of being so specific in the criteria in the salary schedule, the 
District may just need a statement such as  “minimum criteria as defined by LHSAA”.   
 Item #4 –  CFO Amy Lafleur explained our insurance agent has given the  District options, 
different than in the past.   As shown in the handout, the insurance agent has provided information 
for the different coverages with 1) Renewal with existing coverages and 2) Renewal with increased 
coverages.   The total premium for renewal with existing coverages would be $141,587.00, which is 
slightly less that in the past.   Our insurance carrier also provided insurance premium information if 
the District was to double the coverage.   The premium for this increased coverage would be 
$164,468.00.  For double the coverage, the District would pay an extra $22,881.00. 
 Committee Chairperson Peggy Forman asked CFO Lafleur if she had any idea of how many 
times the District has had to use the insurance and how much the District had to put out for claims 
last year.   
 CFO Lafleur stated that the District uses Workers’ Compensation a lot as well as liability, but 
does not know a figure of how much money the District has had to pay lawsuits, etc.   
 Assistant Superintendent Michael Lombas stated that the District has had several automobile 
accidents and other cases in which pay-outs have had to be made and they add up quickly. 
 Ms. Nancy Hamlin asked if there was a need for the District to increase its coverage. 
 Superintendent Lazard explained that the District has lots going on and anything can happen.  
He has always felt the need to be proactive.  He has spoken with CFO Lafleur and she has stated that 
this could be fit into the District’s current operations.  Looking at it from the standpoint that, for 
approximately $23,000.00, the District can double its insurance coverage.   Superintendent Lazard 
stated he felt it would be money well-spent, but, ultimately, it is the decision of the Board. 
 A motion was made by Ms. Nancy Hamlin and seconded by Ms. Georgianna Wilson to approve 
the increase in insurance coverage for an annual premium of $164,468.00. 
There was no objection, question or comment from committee members. 



Voting for the motion were Ms. Nancy Hamlin, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, and Committee 
Chairperson Peggy Forman. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion was made by  Ms. Nancy Hamlin, seconded by Ms. Georgianna Wilson, and 

recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to adjourn the meeting at  2:26 PM 
There was no question, comment or objection from committee members.   

 Voting for the motion were Ms. Nancy Hamlin, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, and Chairperson 
Peggy Forman. 
 Motion passed unanimously. 

Motion was made by Mrs. Peggy Forman, seconded by Mrs. Nancy Hamlin, and recommended 

by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approved minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting of 

September 15, 2020. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Micheal W. Fontenot, Mr. Nick Chaumont, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. 

Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #2B – Motion was made by Mr. Arthur Savoy, seconded by Mrs. Peggy Forman, and 

recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve action taken at Executive Committee 

Meeting of September 15, 2020.   

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Micheal W. Fontenot, Mr. Nick Chaumont, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. 

Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #3 – Maintenance Projects Report for August 2020 was presented for review. 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Item #4 – Warehouse Delivery Report for August 2020 was presented for review. 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Item #5 – Monthly Budget to Actual Report for all funds was presented for review. 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Item #6 –  EPSB Sales Tax Comparison chart for August 2020 was presented for review. 

MONTH 2020-2021 

MONTHLY 

BUDGET 

PERCENT 

OF BUDGET 

2020-2021 

ACTUAL 

2019-2020 

ACTUAL 

FY 2021 TO FY 

2020 VARIANCE 

JULY $    608,333.33 118.37% $    720,054.76 $    678,355.57 $   41,699.19 

AUGUST $    608,333.33 114.46% $    696,327.90 $    601,415.63 $   94,912.27 

YTD TOTAL $  1 ,216,666.66 116.42% $  4 ,416,382.66 $  1 ,279,771.20 $  136,611.46 

 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Item #7 – Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot expressed a concern that the meetings are not on social 

media platform for the public to see.  Once room capacity is reached, no one from the public is allowed 

in and there is no call-in number provided for the public.  Tonight, a zoom meeting call number has been 

provided, but only because he “pushed for this” yesterday.   

After the last board meeting, Mr. Fontenot stated he reached out to the Attorney General’s office 

and was told that the board is probably not meeting all of the laws because the number attending the 

meeting is limited to 25.  He stated that he was told the board needed to go to a bigger room to hold their 

meetings to house the public that wants to attend the meeting.  He was also informed that if the board did 

not wish to do this, they needed to have some other option for the public to make a request for 

information on an agenda item either through a phone number or email address that would be put on the 

agenda when it is published.  Mr. Fontenot stated he would like to make a request that the meetings be 

put out to the public.  He stated he felt the board did not have anything to hide and does not see why the 

meetings are not available for the public to view.  Mr. Fontenot stated that the meetings were accessible 

through Facebook one time and zoom one time.  He stated that given the times we are in, with COVID - 



19, a lot of people are interested in what is going on and the public needs to be informed and have access 

to the meetings.  

Superintendent Lazard explained that when the Board had a virtual meeting by the Governor’s 

proclamation, the zoom information was put out as a requirement of having the meeting virtual.  Once 

the board returned to having “in-person” meetings, in an effort for the supervisors and principals not to 

take up the seating in the meeting room, Superintendent Lazard put them on a ZOOM call in the event 

board members had a question for them that may relate to an area of their responsibility or campus.   

Superintendent Lazard stated that he had a concern with a statement Mr. Fontenot made at the last 

meeting that the meeting was “illegal”.  He stated that now Mr. Fontenot is saying that the meeting was 

“kind of illegal”.   

Mr. Fontenot stated that he would have had to file a formal complaint to get a judgement from the 

Attorney General’s Office and he was not at the point of doing that.  Mr. Fontenot stated that the 

Attorney General’s Office suggestion was to go through ZOOM and push it through YouTube, like other 

districts are doing.  This method would allow the public to see and hear the meeting, but not get in 

through ZOOM to make comments during the meeting.   

President Wayne Dardeau stated that he was not aware if there was anyone from the public, who 

wanted to speak at the last board meeting, but there was ample opportunity for anyone to do so.   Mr. 

Dardeau stated that, in the past, there were very few public in attendance at board meetings, unless there 

was a controversary.  Mr. Dardeau stated that there have been times when supervisors have waited in the 

hallway because the room has reached allowed capacity.  If and when a question was asked, that related 

to the responsibilities of that supervisor, the supervisor was then called into the room to address the board.  

He stated that if there was anyone from the public who wished to speak on an item, they could fill out the 

form, prior to the meeting, requesting to do so. 

Superintendent Lazard reminded board members that there was a situation, a couple of meeting 

earlier, in which there were people requesting to speak at the meeting and the room was at capacity.  

Before the meeting, the two persons wishing to speak agreed for one to speak while the other waited in 

the parking lot and when the first person was finished speaking he stepped out, allowing for the second 

person to enter the room and address the board.  This guaranteed an opportunity to anyone wishing to 

address the board the opportunity to do so.  Superintendent Lazard stated that it would be a violation to 

go beyond the allowed room capacity.   

Ms. Nancy Hamlin suggested it may be possible to put speakers in hallway, to accommodate 

additional people.  Mrs. Peggy Forman liked this suggestion. 

Superintendent Lazard asked Special Counsel Bob Hammonds to address board members 

regarding the legality of what the board is doing.  Superintendent Lazard stated it is the board’s decision 

as to how the meetings will be held, not the Superintendent.  It is the responsibility of the Superintendent 

to carry out the instructions of the Board.   

 Special Counsel Bob Hammonds stated that is his opinion the Board is not having illegal 

meetings.  Mr. Hammonds stated the meetings must be advertised, according to law and the agenda must 

be advertised, according to law.  However, when a regular meeting is held, there is no requirement that 

any board meeting be televised by YouTube, ZOOM or any other method.  When the board meetings 

were held virtually, there were certain requirements to assist in the virtual situation.  The board has 

returned to having regular meetings, although under different circumstances, and there are no additional 

requirements.  Mr. Hammonds informed board members that, Pre-COVID-19, he has attended a board 

meeting in which the board meeting room had only three (3) chairs available to the public.  Mr. 

Hammonds stated that while there is no requirement to televise the meetings, the board certainly has the 

option to do so, if it wishes.  There is no obligation to tell people electronically how they can participate 

or even allow them to participate electronically.  This would only be applicable to electronic meetings. 

Mr. Micheal Fontenot asked Mr. Hammonds if it was proper to lock the door during a meeting. 



Special Counsel Hammonds stated he was not aware of the Fire Marshal’s rules, but once the 

room has reach capacity there has to be some method of keeping other people from coming in.  He stated 

that the board may want to look into putting a speaker and some chairs in the hallway.  Anyone wishing 

to speak would need to complete the paperwork, prior to the meeting, and would then be allowed to speak 

when the action item was addressed by the Board.   

Mrs. Peggy Forman asked Mr. Hammonds how would a situation be handled if the meeting was 

on ZOOM and the Board needed to go into Executive Session. 

Mr. Hammonds stated there should be a way to keep the Executive Session private during a 

meeting from being on ZOOM.   

Mr. Hammonds stated he had contacted the Attorney General’s Office, earlier today, to speak 

with the Assistant Attorney General who was referenced in the memo received by Mr. Micheal W. 

Fontenot.  Mr. Hammonds stated the Assistant Attorney General made it very clear that she concurred 

with Mr. Hammond’s opinion.  She was not aware of any illegality and there was no obligation for the 

board meetings to be broadcast, but the board could certainly choose to do so, if it wished.    

Board President Wayne Dardeau reminded board members that some time back the meetings 

were broadcast by a local cable company.  They did this for a short time and stopped because of a lack of 

interest by the public.   

Superintendent Lazard informed board members that if they wanted him to look into installing 

speakers, he could get with Maintenance & Operations Facilitator Bertrand to looking into this matter.   

Mr. Lonnie Sonnier asked Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot how many calls has he received regarding 

this matter. 

Mr. Fontenot stated he has received five to six calls after each meeting. 

Mr. Lonnie Sonnier asked the other board members if anyone else had received calls regarding 

this. 

All other board members in attendance indicated that they had received no phone calls regarding 

this matter. 

Mr. Arthur Savoy asked Mr. Fontenot to speak with other board members and/or the 

Superintendent if he had a concern.   

Ms. Nancy Hamlin asked, if the board meeting were to be on ZOOM, was there was a way to 

know how many people were watching the meeting.   

Superintendent Lazard informed board members that tonight’s meeting was on ZOOM and there 

were fourteen (14) people in attendance via ZOOM (a picture of the screen shows 13 of the 14 people 

were district office staff, principals, or assistant principals) 

Mr. Nick Chaumont informed board members that every time he has called Superintendent 

Lazard he answers the phone or texts that he will call him back.  Superintendent Lazard has answered 

every question Mr. Chaumont has asked.  Mr. Chaumont stated that the board lays out what they want 

Superintendent Lazard to do and then steadily “pound” on him, making it hard for him to do his job.  Mr. 

Chaumont stated that he feels Superintendent Lazard is doing an excellent job.  Board members gave a 

spontaneous ovation to the Superintendent. 

Item #8 – Ratification of acceptance of low-price quotes for A/C window units for warehouse 

stock using Parish-wide Maintenance was presented, 

VENDOR PRICE PER UNIT TOTAL PRICE – 10 UNITS 

Coburn’s – Opelousas $ 733.94 $ 7,339.40 

Opelousas Radio NOT IN STOCK 

Cester Young Appliance NOT IN STOCK 

 

 Motion was made by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, seconded by Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to ratify acceptance of low-price quote from Coburn’s – Opelousas, in the 

amount of $7,339.40, for 10 A/C window units ($733.94 per unit) for warehouse stock. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 



Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Micheal W. Fontenot, Mr. Nick Chaumont, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. 

Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #9 - Ratification of acceptance of low-price quotes for replacement of two A/C units in 

Mamou Elementary School cafeteria using Parish-wide Maintenance was presented, 

VENDOR PRICE QUOTE 

May’s Heating and Cooling $ 5,100.00 

Possum’s Air Repair $ 6,650.00 

Demoruelle’s A/C and Heating $ 5,125.00 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr., seconded by Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, and recommended 

by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to ratify acceptance of low-price quote from May’s Heating and 

Cooling, in the amount of $5,100.00, for replacement of two A/C units in Mamou Elementary School 

cafeteria, using Parish-wide Maintenance. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Micheal W. Fontenot, Mr. Nick Chaumont, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. 

Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #10 – The following requisition(s) was presented for ratification/approval: 

A. Ratification of Teacher’s Pet -- $9,090.00 for desks for Mamou High School Jr. 

High using Parish-wide Maintenance Fund (Requested by Superintendent 

Darwan Lazard and presented by MHS Principal Rico Guillory) 

B. Gaggle.net, Inc. -- $15,450.00 for student email filtering for grades 6 – 12 using 

General Fund (Requested by Superintendent Darwan Lazard and presented by 

Technology Coordinator John Deranger) 

 

Motion was made by Mrs. Peggy Forman, seconded by Mr. Arthur Savoy, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to ratify/approve requisitions, as presented. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Micheal W. Fontenot, Mr. Nick Chaumont, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. 

Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #11 – Personnel matters were presented as information: 

Item #11A – PERSONNEL CHANGES/RESIGNATIONS; RETIREMENTS; 

REASSIGNMENTS; TERMINATIONS: 
MAMOU ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Emilie Dicharry, regular education/elementary teacher (French Immersion), not reappointed 2020-2021 

school year 

Christiane Mirabel, regular education/elementary teacher (French Immersion), not reappointed 2020-2021 

school year 

Alice Renard, regular education/elementary teacher (French Immersion), not reappointed 2020-2021 

school year 

PINE PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL 

Margaretta Fontenot, special education/TAG teacher, submitted letter of retirement effective 1/14/2021 

VILLE PLATTE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Catherine Sabiron, regular education/kindergarten teacher (French Immersion), not reappointed 2020-

2021 school year 

Corinne Pedergnana, regular education/elementary teacher (French Immersion) not reappointed 2020-

2021 school year 

MEDIA CENTER 

Sally Moreaux, academic behavior coach, reassigned from Evangeline Central campus, effective 7/1/2020 

Jessica Bertrand, ECLIP Assistant, submitted letter of resignation effective 9/2/2020 

Item #11B – RE-APPOINTMENT/APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL 

PINE PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL 

Simeon Burton, special education/high school teacher (replacing Michael Higginbotham), effective 

8/21/2020 



VILLE PLATTE HIGH SCHOOL 

Beulah Hardy, regular education/elementary teacher (replacing Nicole Bordelon) effective 9/9/2020 

Item #12 – Superintendent Darwan Lazard stated that he was very concerned about a memo he 

received from the Louisiana High School Athletic Association (LHSAA) in which the LHSAA has set a 

limit to 25% capacity for indoor and outdoor athletic facilities.  This will greatly limit the number of 

spectators at a sporting event.  When you limit the number of spectators, this limits the amount of 

revenue receive by the schools from sporting events.  Superintendent Lazard stated that while the 

revenue will be considerably less, the expenses incurred will remain the same, such as costs for 

referees/umpires and purchasing and maintaining of equipment.  Superintendent Lazard stated that he 

wants the board to be aware of this, because there may be some point in the school year when he will 

need to come to the board and ask for some type of allocation for athletic extracurricular events for our 

schools.  The schools will simply not be able to afford the athletic programs.  The school funds are 

dedicated funds and cannot be used otherwise.  Superintendent Lazard stated that he is 100% in favor of 

sports.  There are some instances where sports are the salvation for some of our students.  Being in 

sports keeps some students interested, engaged, well-disciplined and teaches them life-long lessons.  

Superintendent Lazard stated that this limited capacity will have a significant effect on the schools’ large 

events, such as homecoming, etc.   

Superintendent Lazard thanked Supervisor Johnny Deshotel and Maintenance & Operations 

Facilitator Anthony Bertrand for their work in meeting with principals, coaches, and athletic directors to 

try and “craft” a season.  They went to the four high schools and measured the bleachers in the 

gymnasiums and stadiums.  There is a formula they used along with guidelines from the Fire Marshall to 

determine the capacity and the 25% allowable. 

Superintendent Lazard stated he is committed to making sure our students have something 

memorable as it relates to their high school experiences, including involvement in sports.   

Special Counsel Bob Hammonds informed board members that there were some areas of the state 

that were putting pressure on the LHSAA to develop documents that have very little to do with athletics.  

Pressure was being put on LHSAA to have certain terms and conditions imposed on all students at a 

school, even though those students may not participate in school sports.  Mr. Hammonds pointed out to 

board members that not only is the capacity set at 25%, but there will be fewer games and the number of 

teams involved in playoff games will be reduced.  This all affects the amount of revenue a school will 

collect.   

Superintendent Lazard explained to board members that his interpretation of the memo is that 

members of the band, cheerleaders, dance teams, etc. are considered part of the 25%.  These are 

attendees that do not pay to get into the sporting event, as they are part of the performance.   

Mrs. Peggy Forman asked Superintendent Lazard if he needed a motion to authorize him to assist 

the school in their athletic programs. 

Superintendent Lazard stated he would like to first work with CFO Lafleur and come back to 

Executive Committee and full board at a later time, when it is determined the schools need help and how 

much.   

Superintendent Lazard informed board members that one of the discussions with principals was 

the possibility of having a pre-sale of tickets.  This would prevent a person arriving at the sporting event 

expecting to be able to buy a ticket at the gate, and then discover the capacity has been reached and no 

one else is allowed in.  This would be a way to have better control of the number of attendees and ensure 

that, at minimum, the parents or a special person in the life of the students involved in the sport would be 

allowed to attend the event.  Superintendent Lazard explained that whatever the schools plan to do in 

dealing with this situation, it was important to get the information out to the public early.  There may be 

family members of the students who may be traveling a distance in hopes of attending the sporting event.  

They need to be aware of the risk that they may not be able to get in, prior to arriving, because the 25% 

capacity has been reached.   



 

 

NEW BUSINESS Item #14 – Price quotes for canopy at parent pick-up at Pine Prairie High 

School using Parish-wide Maintenance Fund was presented. 

VENDOR PRICE QUOTE 

Jeanmard Inc. $ 6,854.00 

Specialty Builders $ 7,312.00 

Fontenot’s Siding and Patio $ 8,655.00 

 

 Motion was made by Mrs. Peggy Forman, seconded by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to accept low-price quote from Jeanmard, Inc., in the amount of 

$6,854.00, for canopy at parent pick-up at Pine Prairie High School using Parish-wide Maintenance Fund. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Micheal W. Fontenot, Mr. Nick Chaumont, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. 

Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #15 – Superintendent’s Comments: 

• Superintendent Lazard congratulated Evangeline Central administrator Steven 

Manuel and the staff.  They had visitors from Avoyelles Parish (Avoyelles 

Parish School Board President and three of Avoyelles Parish School Board 

Members) who toured Evangeline Central on Wednesday, September 9, 2020.  

They were very complimentary of Evangeline Central’s alternative program, Hi-

Set Program, and the Evangeline Virtual Academy.  They indicated that it was 

their intent to plan a program for Avoyelles Parish and will be using the 

Evangeline Central program as a model.   

• Superintendent Lazard gave a special thanks to the following businesses and 

personnel for helping to organize and conduct physicals for the Evangeline 

Parish Fall Athletes: 

o Mrs. Kim Darbonne (MHS assistant principal) and Mr. Cody Ardoin for 

arranging screenings for Mamou High School athletics.  

o Savoy Medical Center for their assistance in conducting medical exams 

for Mamou High School athletes.  

o Dr. John Phil Fontenot, Tara Baquet, Jarod Huffman, Jedd Lafleur, 

Debbie Fontenot, Janie Berzas, Keondra Randell and Rachel Lee who 

performed 60 medical exams on Mamou High School athletes on 

Tuesday (9/15/2020) and have another 60 medical exams scheduled for 

Thursday (9/17/2020). 

o Mr. Andy Poche, Mr. David Vidrine, and the staff at Healthworks Rehab, 

physicians, nurse practitioners, physical therapist, nurses and dentist who 

performed medical exams on the athletes from Pine Prairie High School 

and Ville Platte High School.   

o Community businesses, small and large, who have partnered with the 

school system in various capacities.  Their contributions and efforts to 

help our school system are greatly appreciated. 

Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot asked Superintendent Lazard for an update on the hotspots the district 

has not yet received.  

Superintendent Lazard explained that he received notification today that a shipment of hotspots is 

scheduled to be shipped from Texas tomorrow (9/17/2020).  The supervisors are expected to be provided 

with a tracking number.  However, until the shipment is received he will remain skeptical.   



Board President Wayne Dardeau asked Superintendent Lazard for an update on chromebooks not 

yet received.   

CFO Lafleur stated that the last word received was that the chromebooks were expected to be 

received in late September. 

Superintendent Lazard explained to board members that if a parent does not have internet in their 

home, and has not received a Wi-Fi hot spot, the District has made exceptions for the student to able to 

return to the regular school population. 

Motion was made by Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr., seconded by Ms. Georgianna Wilson, and 

recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 PM. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Micheal W. Fontenot, Mr. Nick Chaumont, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. 

Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  

Motion carried unanimously. 
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