
 PROCEEDINGS OF THE EVANGELINE PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 

Ville Platte, Louisiana 

August 2, 2017 

 Members of the Evangeline Parish School Board met this day in a regular scheduled meeting at 

6:00 P.M. at the Media Center, 607 Harvey LeBas Drive, Ville Platte, Louisiana.   

Members present were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. Mike 

Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin. 

Members absent were Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Dr. Bobby Deshotel, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, and Mr. 

Ellis Guillory, Sr. 

Also in attendance were Superintendent Darwan Lazard, Assistant Superintendent Michael 

Lombas, CFO Amy Lafleur, Board Attorney Betsy Jackson, and Director Roxane West (Special 

Education).  Supervisors in attendance were:  Kelli Lafleur (Special Education), Linda Lafleur 

(Elementary), Penny McDaniel (Title I), Grace Sibley (Title I), Connie Guillory (Title II), and Sherral 

Tezeno (Middle School/Jr. High) and Jason Hazelton (Maintenance & Operations Facilitator).     

Board President Wayne Dardeau declared a quorum and ordered members to proceed with the 

business of the day at 6:00 p.m.   

It was moved by Vice-President Scott Limoges, seconded by Ms. Wands Skinner, and 

recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to add New Business Item # 12 and Item # 13 to the 

agenda. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Mike Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #1 – It was moved by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, seconded by Vice-President Scott Limoges, and 

recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve minutes of previous meeting dated July 19, 

2017, as presented.   

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Mike Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #2 –   CFO Amy Lafleur addressed board members regarding flood insurance coverage, as 

per the request of Mr. Arthur Savoy at the previous board meeting of July 19, 2017.  CFO Amy Lafleur 

informed board members that floor insurance policies are separate policies from property insurance.  CFO 

Amy Lafleur stated that flood insurance policies are quite expensive.  The policies max out at 

$500,000.00, are sold by the building and the average cost is approximately $2,500.00 per building.   Ms. 

Lafleur stated that, if the board wanted, she could look into flood coverage for the building(s) which have 

previously flooded and building(s) which could likely flood in the future.  However, some building which 

have never flooded, have recently flooded and future flooding of buildings would be very hard to predict.  

CFO Amy Lafleur stated she did not feel that the district could financially afford to have flood coverage 

for all of its buildings.   

President Wayne Dardeau asked board members from the Mamou area, Mr. Buck Dupuis and Mr. 

Michael W. Fontenot, if they had heard anything about the Town of Mamou possibly getting a grant and 

employing engineers to look into the Town’s flooding problem.  Neither board member had any 

knowledge of this.  Mr. Michael W. Fontenot stated he could check with the Mayor of Mamou and 

inquire. 

Item #3 – CFO Amy Lafleur stated she had checked into increasing student insurance coverage. 

(08022017RM Attachment #1) The expanded policy, as compared to our present policy, would remove 



the capping or limits.  Our current coverage is 80% and with a capping.  The extended policy would move 

this to 70% and there would be no cap.  The cost of the expanded policy would be an increase of 

$16,800.00 to what we are currently paying.  When asked by President Wayne Dardeau which coverage 

she recommended, CFO Amy Lafleur stated she did not feel the expanded coverage policy was necessary.  

In the past, there have been a very minimal amount of incidents which have been a problem.  This student 

insurance is a supplemental insurance to help parents with out of pocket expenses.  She did state that she 

has found that people are having to go with higher deductibles type plans and this may be a factor in the 

future.   

CFO Amy Lafleur also explained that not all school accident fall under the student accident 

policy.  Some of the incidents may fall under the liability.  The circumstances of each incident determine 

which insurance policy it fall under.   

President Wayne Dardeau asked how were the athletic injuries handled.  

CFO Amy Lafleur stated that athletic injuries were covered by the student accident policy, but 

parents were also afforded the opportunity to get extra insurance for children who participated in athletics.   

Mr. Michael W. Fontenot stated that a lot of the people who have the higher deductible plans are 

now converting to Medicaid.  Mr. Fontenot stated he did not see the need to go with the higher 

coverage/premium plan. 

Mrs. Peggy Forman agreed with Mr. Fontenot and stated she thought that in the past parents of 

athletes were required to have their own insurance, because our student insurance did not have high 

coverage.   

CFO Amy Lafleur explained to board members that long ago the district covered only athletes 

with the student insurance.  By board choice/decision, this was changed and the district now covers all 

students.  At that time, there was an increased cost of approximately $5,000.00 to cover all students, as 

opposed to only athletes, which represented a very minimal and affordable cost increase. 

Item #4 – Superintendent Darwan Lazard informed board members a School Resource Officer is 

part of the re-organization of Evangeline Central.  Superintendent Lazard has spoken with Evangeline 

Parish Sheriff Eddie Soileau, Chief Deputy Mitchell and several of the Sheriff’s Office staff members 

about cost sharing.  The district would save approximately $4,000.00 by working the Sheriff’s 

Department to fill the role of SRO.  The person would be a certified law enforcement officer.  The cost 

would include the officer’s salary, medical insurance, pension expense and vehicle expense. 

(08022017RM Attachment #02) The person would be in full gear, law enforcement uniform. 

The district would not be hiring the SRO, but entering into an agreement with the Evangeline 

Parish Sheriff’s Office to provide the person who would fill the SRO position.   It was also discussed, 

with the Sheriff’s Office, about other persons who could be a back-up or a substitute in the event the SRO 

is absent, out for training, etc. 

Mrs. Peggy Forman expressed a concern if there was an issue with the person chosen for the SRO 

position and it was not our employee. 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard explained that if an issue arose with the SRO, the district would 

speak with the Sheriff’s Office to work it out.  In discussions with the Sheriff’s Office, Superintendent 

Lazard stated he had stressed that district is looking for an experienced and knowledgeable person, who 

can get the job done.   In conversation with the Sheriff’s Office, they were very flexible in the event there 

was problem in the area of personnel, they would work with the district.   

Superintendent Lazard informed board members that it was discussed, with the Sheriff’s Office, 

as to who the SRO would be, if the board approved the agreement.  Superintendent Lazard stated he has 

checked with people who know the background of this person and this person has been given very high 

remarks by everyone spoken to.  If the board approves the agreement tonight, Superintendent Lazard 

stated he would be able to introduce to them the person chosen to serve as SRO at Evangeline Central 

tonight.   



Superintendent Lazard has invited officials from the Sheriff’s Department, who would be 

assigned to Evangeline Central, in addition to the personnel who will work at Evangeline Central to go to 

Alexandria to see the program.  This will be done on August 17, 2017 or August 18, 2017.  The students 

will most likely be given a day off.  The district has instructional minutes banked and this would be a staff 

development day for Evangeline Central.   

It was moved by Mr. Arthur Savoy, seconded by Ms. Wanda Skinner and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to enter into agreement with Evangeline Parish Sheriff’s Office for School 

Resource Officer (SRO) for Evangeline Central School at a total cost of $38,705.00 for ten months (202 

days) of employment effective 2017-2018 school year.   

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, 

President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy Forman, and 

Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Abstaining was Mr. Michael W. Fontenot.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard introduced Mr. Tony Vidrine, the person the Sheriff’s Office will 

be assigning to Evangeline Central.  He has worked for the Evangeline Parish Sheriff’s Office for five and 

a half (5 ½) years.  He has also worked for the Federal Bureau of Prisons for twenty-five (25) years.  He 

is a 1981 graduate of Ville Platte High School and has a BA degree in Criminal Justice. 

Superintendent Lazard stated Mr. Vidrine would be afforded training opportunities to be as 

prepared as possible for this position.  He will be sent to conferences and workshops as well as 

Alexandria to observe their program.   

Item #5A – Change Order #1 (remove insulated concrete slab in cafeteria and re-pour) for Job 

#2016-03 Basile High School Improvements was presented. (08022017RM Attachment #03) 

It was moved by Ms. Wanda Skinner, seconded by Mr. Arthur Savoy, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve change order #1 (remove insulated concrete slab in cafeteria 

and re-pour) for job #2016-03 Basile High School Improvements, as presented. 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Mike Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #5B – Change Order #2 (extend new 6” sewer PVC drainage line) for Job #2016-03 Basile 

High School Improvements was presented. (08022017RM Attachment #04) 

It was moved by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, seconded by Ms. Wanda Skinner, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve change order #2 (extend new 6” sewer PVC drainage line) for 

job #2016-03 Basile High School Improvements, as presented. 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Mike Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #6 – Board attorney Betsy Jaskson addressed board members regarding the Ville Platte 

Boys & Girls Club Banquet and Closing Ceremony.  This event will be held Friday, August 4, 2017 at 

220 S. Thompson Street, Ville Platte, Louisiana (former site of Heritage Manor Nursing Home).  This 

location is a second site for the Boys & Girls Club.  (08022017RM Attachment #05) 

Ms. Betsy Jackson explained that the Evangeline Parish District Attorney’s Office has partnered 

with the City of Ville Platte for a Families in Need Services (FINS) Program.  This program is 

administered by the Evangeline Parish District Attorney’s Office.  The purpose of this program is to 

provide prevention services to students who have issues with truancy, repeated violations of school rules, 

runaways, ungovernable, etc.  However, most FINS referrals come from the school system.  At risk 

students are identified for potential court involvement and resources and services are provided to them.  

One of the things the District Attorney’s Office has done is create three mentoring projects:  1) FINS 



Community Garden; 2) Flat Town Culinary Academy; and 3) Mosiac Art Academy.  These projects, with 

the partnership of the City of Ville Platte and the Boys & Girls Club, are being housed at the Boys & 

Girls Club.   

The students from one of the mentoring projects, Flat Town Culinary Academy, will be providing 

the entire meal for Friday’s banquet.  It will be a three course gourmet meal. 

The FINS program pays the registration to the Boys & Girls Club for any child that participates in 

the FINS Program.  It serves as a positive peer mentoring for the children in the FINS program.  FINS 

participants are paired with other children who are doing well in school, are leaders in their community 

and who serve as a positive role model.   

Board Attorney Betsy Jackson stated, in her capacity as Assistant District Attorney who works 

primarily with juveniles, she has noticed that there are risk factors that can identify children who are more 

likely to enter into our court system.  These are truancy and repeatedly violating school rules, which 

results in suspension.  If students are suspended from school they are most likely to be out in the 

community unsupervised and this is when they get into trouble.  If truancy and the issues leading to 

school suspension can be prevented, these children are less likely to enter into the court system.   

Board Attorney Betsy Jackson is asking for community support for this endeavor.  All of the 

proceeds from this event go back into the program.  The first year the District Attorney’s Office was able 

to sponsor five (5) children; the second year ten (10).  The goal is to be able to sponsor more children 

each year so that more can benefit from what this program has to offer.   Success has been seen in this 

program with children, involved in this program, making a complete turn-around in their attitude and in 

their outlook on life.   

Item #7 – Superintendent Darwan Lazard explained to board members that ordinarily this would 

have been brought to Policy Committee first, but because of time restraint and the opening of school and 

scheduling of meetings it was decided to bring this to full board. 

Special Education Director Roxane West stated that in reviewing the Louisiana Handbook for 

Health Based Services it was determined that we do not have to conduct our business as we have been, 

using trained personnel on buses for things such as the use of an EPI pen and/or diastat.  Using the guide 

from the bulletin, the district recognized the need to change the policy.  Upon adoption of this policy, the 

bus driver and any other bus attendant on the bus will be notified of an emergency plan to be used if 

needed.  In the event a student is in need of diastat or an emergency procedure, the bus driver will pull 

over, call 911, and have 911 come to treat this child on location. (08022017RM Attachment #06) 

It was moved by Mr. Buck Dupuis, seconded by Mr. Michael W. Fontenot, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan to approve new policy – Emergency Medication during Transportation on School 

Bus, as presented. 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Mike Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #8 - The following requisition(s) were submitted for approval: 

A. HERFF JONES -- $ 6,557.60 for 2017-2018 Yearbook deposit for Pine Prairie High 

School using Pine Prairie High School funds (requested by Pine Prairie High School) 

B. DETEL COMPUTER SOLUTIONS -- $15,853.98 for 2 Smart Boards for Teacher 

Technology Training Lab using Parish-wide Maintenance Fund (requested by Title II 

Supervisor Connie Guillory) 

C. CENGAGE LEARNING -- $ 25,920.00 for renewal of SAM for technology information 

using Carl Perkins Fund (requested by Supervisor Ted Soileau) 

D. MODERN TECHNOLOGIES -- $ 56,028.80 for 60 Laptops/Charging Carts for District 

Teacher Training & Technology Lab using Parish-wide Maintenance Fund (requested by 

Title II Supervisor Connie Guillory) 

E. DETEL -- $ 13,425.00 for renewal of Symantec Endpoint Protection – Essential Support 

using General Fund (requested by Technology Coordinator John Deranger) 

F. VIRCO -- $ 9,629.72 for furniture for District Teacher Training & Technology Lab using 

Parish-wide Maintenance Fund (requested by Title II Supervisor Connie Guillory) 



G. EL EDUCATION – Not to Exceed $96,000.00 for EL training for K-2 teachers and staff 

using Special Education Fund (requested by Special Education Director Roxane West) 

H. OPEN UP RESOURCES -- $ 43,799.40 for EL materials for K-2 teachers and staff using 

Educational Excellence Fund (requested by Supervisor Linda Lafleur) 

 

It was moved by Ms. Wanda Skinner, seconded by Mrs. Peggy Forman, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve requisitions, as presented. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Mike Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #9 – Superintendent Darwan Lazard explained that there are some issues with the camera 

system at Pine Prairie High School that need to be rectified, preferably prior to the start of school.   

It was moved by Mrs. Peggy Forman, seconded by Mr. Arthur Savoy, and recommended by 

Superintendent to authorize Superintendent Darwan Lazard to accept low price quote, upon receipt, to 

repair camera system at Pine Prairie High School, using Parish-wide Maintenance Fund and proceed with 

the repair work. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Mike Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #10 -   Personnel matters were presented as information: 

Item #10A – PERSONNEL CHANGES/RESIGNATIONS; RETIREMENTS;  

EVANGELINE CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Kevin Daigle, academic teacher, not reappointed for 2017-2018 school year. 

Jenise Joseph, special education paraprofessional, reassigned from Pine Prairie High School as pre-

kindergarten paraprofessional. 

JAMES STEPHENS MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

Courtney Thibodeaux, special education paraprofessional, reclassified to regular education 

paraprofessional 

Katherine Dupre, regular education paraprofessional, reclassified to special education (child specific) 

paraprofessional (IDEA funding) 

MAMOU HIGH SCHOOL 

Christopher Kerner, custodian, reclassified to head custodian (replacing Meral Kilbarger) effective 

7/1/2017 

PINE PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL 

Bryon Pierrottie, regular education teacher, reassigned from Bayou Chicot Elementary School effective 

8/8/2017 

Tonya Gauna, regular education teacher, submitted letter declining position appointed to for 2017-2018 

school year 

Perla Pagan, regular education teacher, submitted letter declining position appointed to for 2017-2018 

school year 

Yvonne Johnson, special education teacher, submitted letter of resignation effective 8/1/2017 

Alonzo Gonzales, part time contracted teacher, not appointed for 2017-2018 school year 

Nettie Clark, pre-kindergarten paraprofessional (Title I school-wide funding), reassigned from Evangeline 

Central School as special education paraprofessional 

VIDRINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

James Collins Fontenot, regular education teacher, reassigned from James Stephens Montessori School 

Fannie Soileau, special education teacher, submitted letter of resignation effective 7/26/2017 

Susan Ardoin, regular education teacher replacing personnel out on 2nd semester sabbatical leave, not 

reappointed for 2017-2018 school year 

VILLE PLATTE HIGH SCHOOL 

James Maverick Fontenot, regular education teacher, submitted letter of resignation effective 6/1/2017 

Audrey Antoine, special education paraprofessional, reappointed for 2017-2018 school year in error; 

retired 5/31/2017 

Whitney Laakso, core recovery teacher, reclassified to regular education teacher effective 8/8/2017 

Misti Fontenot, regular education teacher, reclassified to core recovery teacher (Title I school-wide 

funding) effective 8/8/2017 

 

Item #10B – REAPPOINTMENT/APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL 

BASILE HIGH SCHOOL 

Kenneth Kidder, regular education teacher 

Jessie Daigle, regular education teacher 



BAYOU CHICOT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Scott Butts, regular education teacher (reassigned from Pine Prairie High School) 

Shelley Kordish, special education teacher 

EVANGELINE CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Annie Bradley, alternative academic teacher 

JAMES STEPHENS MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

Aimee Lafleur, regular education teacher (reassigned from Bayou Chicot Elementary School 

Lauren Wilkinson, regular education teacher 

Michael Fontenot, regular education teacher 

MAMOU HIGH SCHOOL 

Kristen Ardoin, regular education teacher 

Danisha Lewis, regular education teacher 

Leah Marshall, regular education teacher 

PINE PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL 

Faith Ducote, special education teacher (reassigned from Ville Platte High School) 

Kayla McDaniel Ardoin, regular education teacher 

VILLE PLATTE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Rebecca Fontenot, assistant principal (removed from interim status) effective 7/1/2017 

Kimberly McDaniel, regular education teacher 

VILLE PLATTE HIGH SCHOOL 

Dorothy Doulet, administrative assistant 

Ceslie O’Brien, core recovery teacher (reassigned from Bayou Chicot Elementary School and reclassified 

from regular education teacher) 

Nicole Bordelon, special education teacher (reclassified from regular education teacher) 

Kristy Foret, special education teacher 

Amanda Deville, regular education teacher 

W.W. STEWART ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Elaine Noel, regular education teacher 

Pamela Smith, regular education teacher 

MEDIA CENTER 

Susan Kay Fontenot, part-time Early Childhood Professional Development Present (hourly wage), 

effective 7/1/2017 

Elaine Deshotels, part time English Learner Coach, effective 8/1/2017 (Title I administrative funding; 20 

hours per week; hourly wage) 

Christopher Matthew Fontenot, part time English Learner Consultant (no more than 20 hours per week; 

hourly wage) effective 7/1/2017 

 

Item #10C – REAPPOINTMENT/APPOINTMENT OF SUPPORT PERSONNEL 

JAMES STEPHENS MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

Daisiette Thomas, regular education paraprofessional (LA 4 funding) 

NEW BUSINESS ITEM #12 – The following requisition was submitted for approval: 

A. FUN AND FUNCTION - $ 5,949.98 for equipment for Sensory Room at Bayou Chicot 

Elementary School using High Cost Funds (requested by Special Education Director 

Roxane West) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Michael W. Fontenot, seconded by Ms. Wanda Skinner and recommended 

by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve requisition, as presented. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Mike Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 NEW BUSINESS ITEM # 13 – The following invoice was submitted for payment: 

A. LSU AG CENTER -- $ 39,415.00 for salary contribution for Louisiana Cooperative 

Extension personnel and educational training using General Fund (presented by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard) 

B. TYLER -- $ 35,095.17 for annual Munis software renewal using General Fund (requested 

by CFO Amy Lafleur) 

 

It was moved by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, seconded by Mr. Buck Dupuis, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve payment of invoices as presented.   



There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Mike Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #11 – Superintendent’s Comments: 

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard reminded board members the first day of school for 

students, for the 2017-2018 school year, will be August 10, 2017 and the first day for 

most employees to return will be August 8, 2017. 

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard announced there will be a New School Year “Launch” 

Ceremony held at Ville Platte High School.   This will be held in two (2) rotations.  

Rotation 1 will be at 8:00 A.M. and Rotation 2 will be at 10:30 A.M.  All board members 

are also invited to attend one or both sessions.  There will be a national guest speaker, 

Mr. Sam Glen, who is “The Attitude Guy”.  This will be a great way to start the new 

school year.   Vendors and local businesses will be there to interact with employees and 

provide promotional items.  There will be door prizes (computers, cash, etc.) donated by 

businesses in the community and beyond.  Principals have been informed that all 

employees from all campuses are expected to be in attendance.  Transportation will be 

provided.  Buses will be sent to the different communities to transport employees to Ville 

Platte High School. 

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard informed board members that he, along with 

Transportation Committee Chairman Arthur Savoy and Board President Wayne Dardeau, 

attended Bus Driver Orientation at First Student.  He experienced a good dialog with bus 

drivers.  Every school was represented by bus drivers and administrators.  Superintendent 

Darwan Lazard felt that with more communication the district would have a better start to 

the school year.  He wanted to know the concerns of bus drivers and what principals 

expected.  Supervisor Ted Soileau and Supervisor Philip Buller shared information with 

the bus drivers. 

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard introduced Mrs. Sherral Tezeno as the new Middle 

School/Jr. High School Supervisor.  She will be addressing 6th, 7th, and 8th grades.  She 

served as principal at Mamou Elementary and most recently principal at Vidrine 

Elementary School.  Ms. Tezeno has almost forty (40) years experience.   

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard announced Mrs. Anita West will serve as principal at 

Vidrine Elementary School, replacing Mrs. Sherral Tezeno.   

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard requested Policy Committee Chairman Scott Limoges to 

have a Policy Committee meeting on August 16, 2017 at 5:00 P.M. (prior to next 

scheduled Regular Board Meeting)  Policy Committee Chairman Scott Limoges agreed. 

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard requested Executive Committee Chairman Michael W. 

Fontenot to have an Executive Committee Meeting on August 23, 2017 at 4:30 P.M.  

Executive Committee Chairman Michael W. Fontenot agreed. 

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard extended an invitation to KVPI and The Gazette to attend 

the New School Year “Launch” Ceremony at Ville Platte High School on August 8, 

2017. 

Board President Wayne Dardeau asked Assistant Superintendent Michael Lombas how many 

teacher vacancies were left to start the 2017-2018 school year. 

Assistant Superintendent Michael Lombas answered seven (7) at the present time.   

It was moved by Vice-President Scott Limoges, seconded by Mr. Buck Dupuis, and 

recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to adjourn the meeting at 6:37 P.M. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 



Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. 

Mike Fontenot, President Wayne Dardeau, Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Buck Dupuis, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, and Ms. Nancy Hamlin.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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