
 PROCEEDINGS OF THE EVANGELINE PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 

Ville Platte, Louisiana 

May 4, 2017 

 Members of the Evangeline Parish School Board met this day in a regular scheduled meeting at 

the Media Center, 607 Harvey LeBas Drive, Ville Platte, Louisiana.   

Members present were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. 

Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. 

Ellis Guillory, Sr. 

Members absent were Mr. Arthur Savoy, Dr. Bobby Deshotel, Board Vice-President Scott 

Limoges, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, and Mr. Buck Dupuis. 

Also in attendance were Superintendent Darwan Lazard, Interim Assistant Superintendent 

Michael Lombas, CFO Amy Lafleur, Board Attorney Betsy Jackson, Title I Director Maryann Fontenot, 

Special Education Director Roxane West.  Supervisory staff in attendance were Philip Buller (CWA), 

Kelli Lafleur (special education), Linda Lafleur (elementary), Penny McDaniel (Title I), Grace Sibley 

(Title I), Ted Soileau (Career/Technical/Transportation), and Connie Guillory (Instructional Technology 

Facilitator).  Principals in attendance were Mary-Christine Fontenot (BCE), Anita West (PPHS) and Toby 

Doucet (VPHS).  Assistant principals in attendance were Debbie Soileau (MHS), Rebecca Fontenot 

(VPE) Greg Guillory (VE), Renee Goodley (ME) and Kim Soileau (BCE).  Interim maintenance foreman, 

Jason Hazelton, was also in attendance. 

President Wayne Dardeau declared a quorum and ordered members to proceed with the business 

of the day at 6:00 p.m.   

It was moved by Mrs. Peggy Forman, seconded by Mr. Michael Fontenot, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to delete Item #6 and add new business Item # 19 and Item #20 to the 

agenda.   

There was no question, comment or objection from board members or the audience in attendance. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #1 – Minutes from the previous board meeting of April 12, 2017 were presented.  There 

was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

It was moved by Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr, seconded by Mr. Michael Fontenot and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve minutes of the previous meeting dated April 12, 2017, as 

presented.  

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #2A – Minutes from Transportation Committee Meeting dated April 12, 2017 were 

presented: 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE EVANGELINE PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

Ville Platte, Louisiana 

April 12, 2017 

 Members of the Evangeline Parish School Board met this day in a scheduled 

Transportation Committee meeting at the Media Center, 607 Harvey LeBas Drive, Ville Platte, 

Louisiana.   

Committee members present were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Chairman Arthur Savoy, and Mr. 

Buck Dupuis. 

Committee member absent was Ms. Wanda Skinner. 



Also in attendance were Board President Wayne Dardeau, Superintendent Darwan Lazard, 

Interim Assistant Superintendent Michael Lombas, Supervisor Kelli Lafleur and Principal Mary-

Christine Fontenot (BCE). 

Chairman Arthur Savoy declared a quorum and ordered members to proceed with the 

business of the day at 5:00 p.m.   

Superintendent Darwan Lazard stated a meeting was held on December 19, 2016 with First 

Student regarding transportation concerns.  One of the concerns discussed was the possible 

staggering of bus routes and school starting and ending times.  At this December meeting, a request 

was made for First Student to conduct a study regarding the viability of staggering bus routes and 

school starting and ending times.  Today’s committee meeting was called in order to find out the 

results of this study. 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard, informed committee members that Mr. Lance Enkey was 

unable to be at the meeting due to a family emergency.  In the absence of Mr. Enkey, First Student 

Assistant Location Manager, Mr. Robert Soileau, would address the board regarding the findings 

of the requested study.  (04122017 TC Attachment #01) 

Mr. Soileau explained the company First Planning Solutions (FPS) was used to conduct this 

study.  The current routing includes a rural layout which does not tier and effectively transports 

the rural students first and then proceeds to collect students who are in town.  The current 

transportation model utilizes multiple school runs which allow the buses to maximize capacity 

which is essential for efficiency in rural areas.   Some of the reasons this method of transportation 

are being used are: 

 Over the past couple of years, no major changes have been made to the 

transportation policies including any changes to bell times, walk zones or walk-to-

stop distances. 

 Evangeline Parish is a rural area, which indicates the runs are much longer.  In 

order to have an efficient tiering structure, the bell-times from school to school 

would need to change significantly.  However, this may cause runs to end up 

running too long, which would require an increase in buses for rural pickups. 

 Currently K-12 students are picked up, which allows buses to be filled in rural 

areas.  A normal tiering solution would include only picking up students at different 

grade levels.  A normal tiering solution in this case would increase buses 

dramatically as the buses travel such large distances that it would be highly 

inefficient to pick up certain grade levels in the rural areas.  In the solution, only 

town students were tiered.  Rural runs were unchanged and would continue to pick 

up students, K-12.  Using this method, the students on the 2
nd

 tier would be waiting 

on the bus for a long period of time. 

 Tiering at urban locations is much more cost effective because you can essentially 

use half the buses to pick up the same amount of students (just at different times).   

Tiering in a rural location results in tighter schedules and a smaller amount of buses 

that are able to handle the out-of-town rural pickups.  This creates a problem in run 

times and service levels.  Consequently this could actually add buses. 

The purpose of the study was to ascertain if a tiering structure would be possible and increase 

efficiency and service levels for the students.  The idea would be to take stops and tier them for the 

high school and elementary school to decrease the amount of buses used overall.  The issue faced 

was the increased  length of the rural routes having taken buses away in order to complete the in 

town tiers and students needed to wait on the buses due to the new bell-time schedule. 

 At first glance, the amount of buses was decreased by using a tiering structure to pick up 

the town stops.  However, two of the major issued discovered were 1) rural run times (some are 



already over an hour and would then require to add buses back to compensate) and 2) students 

needing to wait on the bus due to bell-time differences. 

 Currently, a multi-school run is used and this is found to be most efficient in rural areas, 

especially when a bus needs to pick up K-12 and get them both to school on time.  If a rural bus 

goes out of town to make all of their pick up and then arrives at the high school and drops those 

students off, the elementary school students would then have to wait until their bell-time arrives 

before being dropped off (or be dropped off very early).  In the afternoon the high school students 

would get picked up and then have to wait until the elementary students are released  in order to 

start the route. 

 The final results of the study show that tiering in town runs would end up being too 

inefficient in being able to deal with the leftover rural stops and would therefore not only increase 

times but would ultimately end in either adding buses to accommodate for extremely long run times 

and leave students waiting on the bus 30-45 minutes or some students would need to commute over 

four (4) hours a day.   

 In conclusion, the current routing structure is the most efficient for this parish as tiering 

would become a burden on the students and drivers and would possibly create a need for more 

buses to accommodate. 

 Mr. Robert Soileau stated although tiering is inefficient, if bell times at Ville Platte High 

School (starting at 7:45 and dismissing at 2:45) and Chataignier Elementary School (starting at 

8:05 and dismissing at 3:05) were slightly adjusted he felt we could possibly save three (3) buses.  

He also suggested corner pick up, with buses going only one way, towards school (east/west) and 

across main street run north/south would possibly save the district money, by saving the district on 

gas costs.  

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard asked Mr. Soileau if the study was done by corporate 

office.  Mr. Soileau responded that the study was done by a separate entity, which is owned by First 

Student. 

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard asked Mr. Soileau what procedure was followed on 

inclement weather days, if corner pick-up is utilized. 

 Mr. Soileau responded that this would be an issue and that would be a downfall to this 

method.   At the present time, corner pick up is used on one route in Ville Platte and one route in 

Pine Prairie.   

 Board President Wayne Dardeau asked about bus stops in rural areas. 

 Mr. Soileau responded that in the rural area the students have to be picked up house to 

house.  Corner pick up could only be implemented in town only.   

 Board President Wayne Dardeau asked how may dead head miles or mileage from start up 

of bus to 1
st
 child pick up, did we have?  

 Mr. Soileau responded that in order to cut down on head miles a driver closer to the 

beginning of the route would have to be hired.  That is not always possible, especially in some of the 

rural areas.  First Student gets it as close as it can and be economically friendly at the same time.  

Another way to cut down on dead miles would be if there was a place closer to first pick-up where a 

bus could be parked overnight.  However, this may not be financially sound.    

 Mr. Soileau stated that right now he felt he could eliminate three buses by adjusting the 

start and dismissal time for Ville Platte High School and Chataignier Elementary School.  He also 

felt that one or maybe two more buses could be eliminated if there was in Ville Platte in-town 

corner pick-up. 

 Superintendent Lazard asked Mr. Soileau how long would it take for First Student to come 

up with a plan to eliminate buses, as per the discussion.  He stated that the schools would need to 

time to plan and prepare.   



 Mr. Soileau stated he did not feel it would take very long.  He first needed to discuss this 

with Mr. Lance Enkey and get authorization to proceed.  Mr. Soileau felt, if authorized by Mr. 

Enkey, he could have the information before the end of the next week. 

 Superintendent Lazard stated once information was received from First Student, it would 

be reviewed and a second Transportation Committee meeting could be called for next month to 

present the plan. 

 It was moved by Mr. Buck Dupuis, seconded by Mr. Darren Vidrine and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to have First Student look into and develop a plan based upon 

adjusting the start and dismiss time for Ville Platte High School and Chataignier Elementary 

School for the possible reduction of three (3) buses. 

 Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Chairman Arthur Savoy and Mr. Buck 

Dupuis.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 Item #2 on the agenda was deleted because Supervisor Ted Soileau was unable to be in 

attendance at this meeting, due to testing. Superintendent Lazard stated Mr. Soileau did have the 

handbook and was in the process of formatting it.  The handbook should be ready to be presented 

at the next Transportation Committee Meeting. 

 Chairman Arthur Savoy stated at that at the meeting in December 2016 Mr. Lance Enkey 

was requested to prepare and present the information, which was presented tonight, by February.  

At that time Mr. Enkey indicated that he would have the information, as requested, by February.  

It is April and the committee is just now getting the requested information.  Chairman Arthur 

Savoy asked Mr. Robert Soileau if he was aware why the committee was late getting the 

information. 

Mr. Soileau responded approximately two weeks of the delay was because the person he 

corresponded with was in the hospital, but he could not account for delay beyond that. 

Chairman Arthur Savoy instructed Superintendent Lazard and Interim Assistant Superintendent 

Michael Lombas to comprise a letter to Mr. Lance Enkey stating that he was late with the 

information and a forward a copy to his supervisor, Mr. Tony Vidrine. 

It was moved by Mr. Buck Dupuis, seconded by Mr. Darren Vidrine, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to adjourn the meeting at 5:34 P.M.    

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Chairman Arthur Savoy and Mr. Buck 

Dupuis.  Motion carried unanimously. 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

It was moved by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, seconded by Mrs. Peggy Forman, and 

recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve minutes of Transportation 

Committee Meeting dated April 12, 2017. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #2B – It was moved by Ms. Wanda Skinner, seconded by Ms. Georgianna Wilson, and 

recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve action taken by Transportation Committee at 

its meeting dated April 12, 2017. 

Voting for the motion were Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna 

Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy 

Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #3 – Supervisor Ted Soileau recognized parish FBLA students, who qualified to compete at 

Nationals, and their FBLA school sponsor ((05042017 RM Attachment #01).  Mr. Soileau announced that 

Nationals will be held in California this summer.  Mamou High School FBLA students qualifying to 

compete at Nationals are:  Kade Chatelain and Sammy Martello, who placed 2
nd

 in Digital Video 



Production and Toriance Fontenot, who placed 3
rd

 in Journalism.  Mamou High School FBLA sponsors 

are Leslie Lafleur and Susan Fontenot.  Pine Prairie High School students qualifying to compete at 

Nationals are:  Veronica Bernal, who placed 3
rd

 in Healthcare Administration and Cort Fuller, who is the 

newly District VI FBLA Vice-President.  Pine Prairie High School FBLA sponsor is Jala Bergeron.  Ville 

Platte High School students qualifying to compete at Nations are:  Andrew Ardoin, who placed 1
st
 in 

Word Processing and 2
nd

 in Computer Applications, and Stephanie Cormier, who placed 1
st
 in 

Introduction to Business Procedures.  Ville Platte School FBLA sponsor is Mitzi Fontenot.   

Item #4 – Supervisor Ted Soileau informed board members Ville Platte High School underwent 

Accreditation Inspection, on March 27, 2017, in which they scored 196 out of a possible 200 for a total of 

a 98 percentile score.  They were awarded JROTC Honor Unit with Distinction.    The leaders of this 

program are First Sergeant Jesse Fontenot and 1
st
 Class Sergeant Charles Sampson.  Supervisor Ted 

Soileau told board members he was honored to have been present at the inspection and was very 

impressed with the cadets and the program.   

 Item # 5 – Supervisor Philip Buller informed board members that in the past Outstanding 

Students of the Year, Outstanding Teachers of the Year and Outstanding Principals of the Year were 

recognized.  Beginning with this school year, Outstanding Support Personnel of the Year were also 

recognized (05042017 RM Attachment #02).  Support personnel are a vital component and play a major 

role in the success of the school district.  Without a flexible, caring, and dedicated support staff, a school 

cannot function successfully.  Throughout the day, with less than a moment’s notice, and always at the 

worst possible time a school day can become hectic and even chaotic.  It is then support staff rises to the 

challenge, without hesitation or complaint, to hold everything together or put it back together again.  

Nominees for Outstanding School Support Employee for 2017 at the elementary level are:  

Shirley Lafleur (BCE Food Service Technician), Nicole Poullard (CE Interim Food Production Manager), 

Janice Vidrine (JSM paraprofessional), Laura Chapman (ME school secretary), Jennifer Woodruff (PPHS 

custodian), Rachel Enicke (VE paraprofessional), Deborah Charles (VPE school secretary), and 

Demetrius Murphy (WWS cafeteria manager).  Nominees for Outstanding School Support Employee for 

2017 at the Middle/Junior High level are:  Patsy Ivory (BHS school secretary), Brenda Webb (BCE 

paraprofessional), Shamika Papillion (CE school secretary), Mel Fontenot (MHS paraprofessional), 

Donald Arvie (VE custodian) and Jackie Doucet (VPHS school secretary).  Nominees for Outstanding 

School Support Employee for 2017 at the High School level are:  Cheryl Reed (BHS school secretary), 

Althea O’Brien (EC paraprofessional), Chris Kerner (MHS custodian), Michael Broussard (PPHS 

custodian), and Stephanie Thomas (VPHS custodian).  Nominees for Outstanding School Support 

Employee for 2017 at the District Offices are:  Sandra Vidrine (Board/Superintendent Secretary), Barbara 

Victorian (Child Nutrition Data Processor), Amite Gauthier III (maintenance worker), Sarah Fontenot 

(Special Education Data Processing Clerk), Mark McCauley (Technology Technician) and Vashanski 

Thomas (warehouse manager).  The winners for the Evangeline Parish School District 2017 Outstanding 

School Support Employee are:  Shirley Lafleur (Elementary Level), Brenda Webb (Middle/Junior High 

level), Althea O’Brien (High School Level), and Barbara Victorian (District Offices).  Each winner was 

presented with a plaque and a $100.00 monetary stipend.     

Item #6 – Item deleted from agenda. 

Item # 7 – Superintendent Darwan Lazard introduced Ms. Sondra Cormier, Director of LSUE 

Academy.  Ms. Cormier explained that the LSUE Academy is a unique academy for incoming 11
th
 and 

12
th
 grade students that will potentially enable them to earn an Associate’s degree by taking dual 

enrollment courses on the LSUE campus in the morning and high school classes in the afternoon.    A 

student may earn up to sixth (60) hours of college credit while in high school.  Applications are open to 

current high school sophomores and juniors who are in good academic standing.  In order to be eligible, a 

student must have ACT or Pre-ACT scores of 19 composite in Math and 18 composite in English.  Free 

tuition is available for Pell Grant recipients.  The four programs options being offered are:  Pre-



Professional Biological Sciences, Nursing, Radiologic Technology, and Respiratory Care.  Students in the 

Pre-Professional Biological Sciences program have the opportunity to complete up to 63 hours of college 

credit by the time they graduate from high school.  Students in the allied Health program may complete 

between 37-41 hours, depending on the degree program they chose.  Allied Health students will have 

completed all pre-requisites and will be eligible to begin clinicals in their respective degree programs 

after high school graduation. 

 Students interested in this program may apply online at the LSUE website.  The deadline for 

applications is May 19, 2017 for the Fall of 2017. (05042017 RM Attachment #03) 

 Item # 8 – Educational Excellence Fund Investment Report from the Louisiana State Treasury 

was presented, showing a March 31, 2017 balance of $1,355,585.22. (05042017 RM Attachment #04) 

 Item # 9 – President Wayne Dardeau reminded board members of the May 15
th
 deadline to 

submit the Tier 3 Financial Disclosure Form to the Louisiana Board of Ethics. (05042017 RM 

Attachment #05) 

Item #10 – Superintendent Darwan Lazard explained to board members two calendar proposals 

were prepared and submitted to the schools for review.  Principals were to share the calendar proposals 

with their staff and take poll as to the calendar preference.  Calendar Proposal #1 was chosen by the 

majority.  Therefore, Superintendent Darwan Lazard was recommending calendar proposal #1 to the 

board for approval.  (0504217 RM Attachment #05 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

It was moved by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, seconded by Mrs. Peggy Forman to approve calendar 

proposal #1 as the district school calendar for 2017-2018, as presented. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item # 11 – Price quotes for camera system at James Stephens Montessori School using parish-

wide maintenance fund were presented. (05042017 RM Attachment #07) 

CAMERA SYSTEM FOR JAMES STEPHENS MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

VENDOR PRICE QUOTE 

Millennium Security of Acadiana $  8,926.36 

Invision Technical Solutions $  8,996.00 

Information System Solutions $13,927.93 

 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

It was moved by Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr., seconded by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to accept price quote from Millenium Security of Acadiana in the amount 

of $8,926.36 for camera system at James Stephens Montessori School using parish-wide maintenance 

funds.   

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #12 – Price quotes for camera system at Evangeline Central School using parish-wide 

maintenance fund were presented. (05042017 RM Attachment #08) 

CAMERA SYSTEM FOR EVANGELINE CENTRAL SCHOOL 

VENDOR PRICE QUOTE 

Invision Technical Solutions $ 8,978.00 

Millennium Security of Acadiana $  9,290.28 

Information System Solutions $13,381.94 

 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

It was moved by Georgianna Wilson, seconded by Ms. Wanda Skinner, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to accept price quote from Invision Technical Solutions in the amount of 

$8,978.00 for camera system at Evangeline Central School using parish-wide maintenance funds.   



Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #13 – Price quotes for walkway covers for sidewalk and handicap ramp to classrooms at 

Mamou Elementary School using parish-wide maintenance fund were presented. (05042017 RM 

Attachment #09) 

WALKWAY COVERS FOR SIDEWALK AND HANDICAP RAMP TO 

CLASSROOMS AT MAMOU ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

VENDOR PRICE QUOTE 

Fontenot Siding & Patio $ 5,800.00 

Jeanmard, Inc. $ 8,800.00 

Specialty Builders $9, 430.00 

 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

It was moved by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, seconded by Mrs. Peggy Forman, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to accept price quote from Fontenot Siding & Patio in the amount of 

$5,800.00 for walkway covers for sidewalk and handicap ramp to classrooms at Mamou Elementary 

School using parish-wide maintenance funds.   

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #14 – Contract with Gabbart Communication in the amount of $8,447.00 for web hosting 

services for District and twelve (12) school sites using General Fund was presented. This contract would 

replace existing contract with Edline/Blackboard, which will expire June 30, 2017. (05042017 RM 

Attachment #10) 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

It was moved by Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr., seconded by Nancy Hamlin, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve contract with Gabbart Communication in the amount of 

$8,447.00 for web hosting services for District and twelve (12) school sites using General Fund. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item # 15 - The following requisition(s) were submitted for approval: 

A. Modern Technologies – $19,396.66 for 20 computes for technology information lab at Basile High 

School to upgrade system using Carl Perkins Grant monies (requested by Supervisor Ted Soileau) 

B. Modern Technologies -- $25,211.68 for 26 computers for technology information lab at Pine 

Prairie High School to upgrade system using Carl Perkins Grant monies (requested by Supervisor 

Ted Soileau) 

C. #1 Fundraiser -- $5,415.90 for Mamou Elementary School fund raiser using school funds 

(requested by Mamou Elementary School Principal Troy Fontenot) 

D. Teaching Strategies -- $13,538.70 for creative curriculum for preschool using Special Education 

Fund (SPE 05), LA 4 federal fund and LA 4 state fund (requested by Title I Director Maryann 

Fontenot and Special Education Director Roxane West) 

E. Detel Computer Solutions -- $15,130.00 for 2 dual Celeron, 60 chrome books and 2 charging carts 

using BCE school funds (requested by Bayou Chicot Elementary School Principal Mary-Christine 

Fontenot) 

F. Sam Glenn -- $6,500.00 for professional development speaker for 2017-2018 school year startup 

using Title II fund (requested by Instructional Technology Facilitator Connie Guillory) (05042017 

RM Attachment #11) 

 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

It was moved by Mrs. Peggy Forman, seconded by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve requisitions, as submitted.     

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #16 – The following invoices were submitted for ratification/payment: 



A. Ratification of Air Environmental Services (AES) -- $7,300.00 for removal of asbestos in Mamou 

Elementary School Cafeteria storage and wash room using Parish-wide Maintenance Fund 

(requested by Superintendent Darwan Lazard) (05042017 RM Attachment #12) 

B. Bayou Rapides Corporation -- $42,849.90 for payment #4 on Job #2015-15, a new Teacher 

Training and Technology Building using technology upgrade bond proceeds (requested by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard) (05042017 RM Attachment #13) 

 

There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

It was moved by Ms. Georgianna Wilson, seconded by Ms. Wanda Skinner, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve ratification/payment of invoices, as submitted.   

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #17: -   Personnel matters were presented as information: 

Item #17A – PERSONNEL CHANGES/RESIGNATIONS; RETIREMENTS; 

REASSIGNMENTS; TERMINATIONS. 

BASILE HIGH SCHOOl 

Haizel Navarro, English Learner Tutor, submitted letter of resignation effective 12/22/2016 

Item #17B – APPOINTMENT OF PERSONNEL 

BASILE HIGH SCHOOL 

Kyla Courville, English Learner Tutor (replacing Haizel Navarro) effective 4/3/2017 (not to exceed 20 

hours per week; Title I administrative funding; hourly rate of pay) 

BAYOU CHICOT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Alexander Deal, custodian (replacing Hollie Blood) effective 4/24/2017 

VIDRINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Ronnie Andrus, custodian (replacing Janice Shillow) effective 4/5/2017 

 Item #17C – CONTRACT RENEWALS 

Karen Soileauy, CNP Director – 2 year contract renewed – expiring 8/12/2019 

Linda Lafleur, elementary supervisor – 2 year contract renewed – expiring 8/3/2019 

John Deshotel, assistant principal presently assigned to BHS – 2 year contract renewed – expiring 

8/12/2019 

Christopher Fontenot, assistant principal presently assigned to BCE – 2 year contract renewed – expiring 

8/11/2019 

Sandra Kim Manuel, assistant principal presently assigned to CE – 2 year contract renewed – expiring 

8/4/2019 

James Quint West, assistant principal presently assigned to EC – 2 year contract renewed – expiring 

8/10/2019 

James Douglas Fontenot, assistant principal presently assigned to MHS – 2 year contract renewed – 

expiring 8/11/2019 

Andrew Dwyer, assistant principal presently assigned to PPHS – 2 year contract renewed – expiring 

8/10/2019 

Dawn Hardy, assistant principal presently assigned to PPHS – 2 year contract renewed – expiring 

8/10/2019 

  NEW BUSINESS ITEM #19:  The following invoices were submitted for payment: 

 A. Shell Fleet Plus -- $9,234.43 for Regular Education and Maintenance Department Fuel   

using General Fund (requested by Supervisor Ted Soileau) 

 B. First Student -- $250,318.83 for April 2017 transportation services using General Fund  

  requested by Supervisor Ted Soileau) 

 There was no question or comment from board members or audience in attendance. 

 It was moved by Mrs. Peggy Forman, seconded by Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and recommended by 

Superintendent to approve payment of invoices as submitted.   

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS #20: Maintenance project report for March 1, 2017 through April 28, 2017 

was presented. (05042017 RM Attachment #14) 

 Item #18 – Superintendent’s Comments: 

 Superintendent Darwan Lazard thanked board members for their support to the Superintendent, 

the staff and the schools during this time of flooding, which occurred this week.  The schools 



which received the most water are Mamou Elementary School, James Stephens Montessori 

School and Mamou High School.  Some of the other district schools received some water, but 

considerably less.  Superintendent Lazard informed board members there was no instruction on 

5/1/2017, due to flooding in some of the schools.  Schools were also dismissed at noon on 

5/3/2017 and there was no instruction on 5/4/2017 on the advice of 911 office and First Student 

concerns about buses on the from soggy roads.  Superintendent Lazard feels safety must always 

come first.  He was very thankful there was no loss of life.   

 Superintendent Lazard thanked the voters of Evangeline Parish for their vote of confidence to our 

school system with the overwhelming passing of the three (3) tax renewals which were voted on 

April 29, 2017.  Each tax renewal passed with over 80% approval. 

 Superintendent Lazard informed board members that the system was in good shape with 

necessary instructional minutes, despite the closures of school with the flooding this week.  Each 

year the school district calendar incorporates extra instructional minutes to allow for emergencies. 

 Superintendent Lazard announced the week of May 1
st
 – May 5

th
 is Teachers, Nurses, and 

Employee Appreciation Week. 

 Superintendent informed board members he attended Rotary this week.  Tim Comeaux, one of 

our district’s Teachers of the Year, and some of his students addressed Rotary members at this 

meeting, along with Principal of the Year Elizabeth Chatelain. 

 Ms. Liz Chatelain, principal at Mamou High School, was selected as a semi-finalist.  She is one 

of six from Network 8 and will be recognized in July. 

 Superintendent Lazard informed board members he has been monitoring the legislature.  It 

appears as though additional funding cuts may be in store for next school year.  Every effort will 

be made to minimize these cuts to classroom and instruction.  However, as student enrollment 

lessens in the parish, this could lead to reduction of teachers and paraprofessionals.  We are also 

anticipating an increase in the retirement cost to be passed on to the school districts. 

It was moved by Ms. Wanda Skinner, seconded by Mrs. Peggy Forman, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

Voting for the motion were Mr. Darren Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Michael Fontenot, Board President Wayne Dardeau, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. Nancy Hamlin, and 

Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr.  Motion carried unanimously. 

    

       ___________________________ 

                          President 

_______________________________ 

          Secretary-Treasurer 


