
PROCEEDINGS OF THE EVANGELINE PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 

Ville Platte, Louisiana 

April 8, 2020 

 Members of the Evangeline Parish School Board met this day in a regular scheduled meeting at 

6:00 P.M. at the Media Center, 607 Harvey LeBas Drive, Ville Platte, Louisiana and via phone 

conference.   

Board members present were Mrs. Karen Vidrine (via phone), Ms. Georgianna Wilson (via 

phone), Ms. Wanda Skinner (via phone), Mr. Arthur Savoy (via phone), Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot (via 

phone), Dr. Bobby Deshotel (via phone), Board President Wayne Dardeau, Board Vice-President Scott 

Limoges (via phone), Mr. Lonnie Sonnier (via phone), Mrs. Sheila Joseph (via phone), Mrs. Peggy 

Forman (via phone), Ms. Nancy Hamlin (via phone), and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr. (via phone). 

No board members were absent.   

Also, in attendance were Superintendent Darwan Lazard, Assistant Superintendent Michael 

Lombas, CFO Amy Lafleur (via phone), Supervisor John Deshotel (CTE/textbooks/transportation), 

Attorney Charles Hardie (Hammonds, Sills, Atkinson, & Guice) (via phone), and Hubert Mabe (First 

Student Office Manager)   

Board President Wayne Dardeau declared a quorum and ordered members to proceed with the 

business of the day at 6:00 p.m.  

Superintendent Darwan Lazard explained that anyone wishing to make a comment during the 

meeting, other than board members, may do so by emailing public.comment@epsb.com. 

Item #1 – A copy of the Evangeline Parish School Board’s Certification pursuant to 

Gubernatorial Proclamation JBE 2020-30 was presented as information. (04082020RM Attachment #01) 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard explained to board members that this proclamation allowed board 

members to participate in the meeting via phone conference, in order that a quorum may be obtained, due 

to the “Stay Home” order by the Governor of Louisiana because of Covid19.   This proclamation had 

been posted on the door of the meeting site (Media Center) along with the agenda twenty-four (24) hours 

prior to the meeting.     

Board President Wayne Dardeau informed board members that the District is still required, by 

law, to have at leave one meeting per month, 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard confirmed this stating this requirement has not been waived by 

the Governor, as of this time. 

Item # 2 – It was moved by Board Vice-President Scott Limoges, seconded by Ms. Nancy 

Hamlin, and recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve the minutes of the previous 

meeting dated March 11, 2020. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot, Dr. Bobby Deshotel, Board President Wayne Dardeau, 

Board Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. 

Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item # 3 – A resolution declaring a State of Emergency in the Evangeline Parish School District 

was submitted for adoption.  (04082020RM Attachment #02)  

Superintendent Darwan Lazard explained that all School Districts have been advised to adopt this 

Declaration of Emergency Resolution in the event that the District would be eligible to apply for any 

federal funds, through FEMA.  The resolution also gives the Superintendent of the District authority to 

continue doing business of the system, which is not a problem for our District due to previous Board 

action. 

It was moved by Ms. Wanda Skinner, seconded by Ms. Georgianna Wilson and recommended by 



Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve the Declaration of Emergency Resolution. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot, Dr. Bobby Deshotel, Board President Wayne Dardeau, 

Board Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. 

Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item # 4 - A second amendment to the School Bus Transportation Services Agreement between 

Evangeline Parish Schools and First Student, Inc. was presented for consideration. (04082020RM 

Attachment #03) 

Ms. Wanda Skinner asked Superintendent Lazard if he had spoken with the board’ attorney 

regarding the legality of this amendment. 

Superintendent Lazard informed board members that Mr. Charles Hardie, attorney with 

Hammond, Sills, Atkinson & Guice, is presently on the conference call and he has informed 

Superintendent Lazard that he has reviewed the information sent by First Student regarding the contract.   

Mr. Charles Hardie stated he has some concerns regarding amendment.  Fist Student has been 

very aggressive in attempting to get payment for their bus drivers.  Very shortly after the closure, Mr. 

Hardie negotiated the amendment to ensure the continued payment of bus drivers.  First Student has been 

very aggressively, throughout the nation, trying to get these amendments approved.  After drafting the 

amendment, it was realized that the amendment would cover the legality of donation for payment of the 

bus drivers, but Attorney Hardie is not sure that the amendment would cover if First Student would apply 

for Payroll Protection Program (PPP), insurance, FEMA, or other federal assistance.  However, the 

School District would have the ability to audit First Student, if necessary.   

Mr. Arthur Savoy stated that First Student is a private company and as such they are responsible 

for their employees, not the Evangeline Parish School District. 

Mr. Charles Hardie stated that multiple school systems have agreed to pay outside contractors to 

ensure the bus drivers stay employed.  As an outside contractor, First Student is responsible for payment 

of their employees and to provide services to the District.  Under the contract, either party, Evangeline 

Parish School Board or First, may be able to cancel/terminate the contract under the 30-day clause.  First 

Student is aggressively pushing for this amendment, in their own words, to ensure their drivers continue 

to be employed and remain available.  Mr. Hardie stated his concern is not for First Student but for the 

bus drivers employed with them.  Mr. Hardie informed board members he had sent an email to Tony 

Vidrine, First Student regional manager, with his concerns because of the aggressive approach First 

Student is taking.  However, he has not yet received a response to that email.   

Mr. Arthur Savoy stated that First student is a responsible for providing drivers for the District, 

no matter what, even if they have to go elsewhere to get them. 

Ms. Wanda Skinner asked Mr. Hardie what other Districts were doing. 

Mr. Hardie stated that he is aware of two school districts that have the exact amendment 

presented tonight and have approved it.  However, Mr. Hardie is trying to figure out what First Student is 

going to do as far as precluding payments through grant funds or FEMA.  Mr. Hardie wants to ensure 

that the funds being paid to First Student, despite the fact that services are not being provided, are going 

to ensure drivers are going to be paid.  This was one of his concerns in the email to Mr. Tony Vidrine 

which he has not yet received a response.  Mr. Hardie intends to continue pushing Mr. Vidrine on this 

issue and other concerns. 

Ms. Wanda Skinner asked if First Students must continue to pay their employees in order to 

qualify for grants. 

Mr. Hardie stated First Student must continue to pay their employees in order to apply for the 

PPP.  However, there may be other avenues through federal recover that Mr. Hardie is not aware of that 



First Student may apply for or eligible to apply for.  In addition, First Student may have insurance 

coverage that Mr. Hardie is not aware of.  These are factors Mr. Hardie will not know until speaking with 

Mr. Tony Vidrine. 

Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot asked Mr. Hardie if it was possible to put a clause in the amendment 

preventing First Student from seeking federal funds or if they did seek and receive federal funds, they 

would be required to reimburse the District. 

Mr. Hardie stated that he feels the amendment language should include: 1) provisions for First 

Student to provide payroll records ensuring drivers are getting paid and 2) if First Student seeks payments 

from grants, insurance, FEMA or PPP, the School District will recover payments or get credit or prevent 

First Student from seeking these other options.   

Mrs. Peggy Forman stated that she did not understand why a company as large as First Student 

did not have some kind of plan to take care of their employees in a disaster. 

Mr. Charles Hardie responded that they may.  He does not know and is not necessarily privy to 

that type of company information.  However, he feels that no one truly anticipated this type of closure.  

Normally closure disasters would be for hurricanes, fire, floods, etc.  This type of across the nation large 

scale closure due to a virus is not normally anticipated.   

Mrs. Peggy Forman stated that if First Student applied for and received money through grants, 

insurance, etc. she feels the District should be protected and receive reimbursement. 

Mr. Charles Hardie stated that at the present time this provision is not in the amendment. 

Mrs. Wanda Skinner asked if the School Board could require First Student to apply for grants, 

FEMA, etc. that they would be eligible for and reimburse the District. 

Mr. Charles Hardie stated the School Board cannot force anyone to apply for anything.   

Mr. Arthur Savoy asked if First Student employees have been paid through April 1, 2020. 

First Student Location Manager Hubert Mabe was in attendance and was asked to address this. 

Mr. Mabe informed board members that First Student bus drivers are paid every Friday for the 

previous week of work.  Mr. Mabe explained that April 13, 2020 was the last day buses ran and the bus 

drivers received payment for this time on March 20, 2020.  The first week of the school closure (March 

16th – 20th) the drivers were paid because First Student was still in contact with the District trying to 

figure out what was going on, before the amendment was submitted.  The drivers received this check the 

following week, March 27, 2020.  Mr. Mabe has not received approval to process payroll further than 

that time period until there is a determination on the contract funding.  Mr. Mabe explained that without 

contract funding there is no money coming into the location. 

Mr. Charles Hardie asked Mr. Mabe what was the First Student stance on seeking PPP and other 

federal avenues. 

Mr. Mabe informed Mr. Hardie that he had no knowledge of First Student seeking PPP or other 

federal avenues. 

Mr. Charles Hardie asked Mr. Mabe about First Student aggressiveness, nationally, regarding 

seeing approval of these amendments. 

Mr. Mabe responded that he is a local manager and has contact only with the local District. 

Mr. Hardie asked about the last payment the Evangeline Parish School Board has made to First 

Student. 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard stated that the last invoice paid to First Student was in the amount 

of $197,409.58, for the time period March 2 – 13, 2020. 

Mr. Hardie asked Mr. Mabe what were First Student’s intentions for payments going directly to 

driver, if the amendment was approved. 

Mr. Mabe stated, if the amendment was approved, drivers will be paid back pay they missed and 

paid as normal going forward until schools re-open from the COVID 19 closure or until then end of the 

school year. 



Mr. Hardie asked Mr. Mabe what First Student intentions were regarding seeking FEMA funds, 

etc. and reimbursement to the school district, to avoid double payment to First Student. 

Mr. Mabe informed Mr. Hardie he had no knowledge of this type of information. 

Mr. Arthur Savoy asked Mr. Mabe if the office staff was still getting paid by First Student. 

Mr. Mabe stated that office staff has been working, basically on the amendment and therefore has 

been receiving pay.  However, if the amendment does not go through, everyone will be furloughed, 

except himself and one other staff member, in order to keep the office open. 

Mr. Arthur Savoy stated he felt there ware too many maybes in this situation.   

It was moved by Mr. Arthur Savoy and seconded by Ms. Nancy Hamlin to not approve the First 

Student amendment. 

A substitute motion was made by Ms. Wanda Skinner and seconded by Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot, 

to approve the amendment to ensure all bus drivers and office staff are paid and any recovery by First 

Student through insurance proceeds, FEMA grants or federal grants be included in the amendment subject 

to attorney review/approval. 

Mr. Hubert Mabe stated that the amendment affects local staff as well as the drivers and 

maintenance of the buses in order to have them ready should school start up again.  If the amendment is 

approved the drivers will be paid retroactive for time missed as well as time going forward. 

Mrs. Peggy Forman asked if First Student does not apply for PPP, FEMA, or federal grants how 

would the Evangeline Parish School Board get their money back. 

Mr. Charles Hardie stated there may be FEMA claims or other claims that as a school district the 

Evangeline Parish School Board can apply for.  If the Evangeline Parish School Board pays First Student 

and they subsequently seek grants related to the Evangeline Parish School District contract, the District 

should have some ability to recoup whatever First Student claims to recover under the Evangeline Parish 

School District contract. 

Mrs. Peggy Forman expressed a concern of ability to find out if First Student does indeed receive 

monies from FEMA, grants, etc. and how much is received. 

Mr. Charles Hardie stated that the amendment language probably needs to be tweaked to 

supplicate the rights of the Evangeline Parish School District to seek funds directly with respect to the 

contract or if First Student seeks with respect to the Evangeline Parish School District contract then they 

would have to inform the Evangeline Parish School District immediately and if there is any recovery, it is 

to be reimbursed to the School Board. 

Ms. Wanda Skinner stated that some of the bus drivers have children in the Evangeline Parish 

School System and some work two jobs to make ends meet.  They need the money, especially in this 

time of crisis. 

Mrs. Peggy Forman stated she is hearing too many maybe this, maybe that, could be this, could 

be that.  She asked if board members felt this could be postponed until next week, at which time Tony 

Vidrine could be requested to be in attendance, to clarify what First Student intentions are. 

Mr. Charles Hardie stated that this certainly could be tabled, if that is what board members 

wished to do.  Mr. Hardie stated that personally, he does not like the present amendment, which was 

drafted by himself, because of some of the concerns he is hearing from a national group of attorneys 

regarding the way First Student is addressing the amendment.  Mr. Hardie stated he would like to speak 

with Mr. Tony Vidrine to address these concerns to ensure the amendment pays the local staff and driver. 

Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot asked Mr. Hardie if Mr. Arthur Savoy’s motions to not approve the 

amendment fails, does this mean that the amendment would automatically be adopted. 

Mr. Hardie responded, “No.” 

Mr. Hardie stated it sounded like the Board was in favor of approving an amendment ensuring 

bus driver get paid and that any FEMA payments, insurance, or other payments related to the EPSB 

contact with First student that the Evangeline Parish school Board be reimbursed or the rights be sub 



ligated to the school system. 

Dr. Deshotel expressed a concern that if the Board pays First Student, why would they even 

bother to apply for any FEMA, insurance, etc. since they will have already gotten their money. 

Mr. Charles Hardie explained that First Student is a national company and they are paying a lot 

more than just local drivers/staff in Evangeline Parish.  There is a concern that the Districts are paying to 

ensure their local drivers/staff are being paid, but there is nothing in the amendment that forces First 

Student to pay the local people. 

Mrs. Peggy Forman stated she would like to put this on hold until the attorney can talk to Mr. 

Tony Vidrine and get a definite answer whether or not they intend to apply for insurance, FEMA, or any 

other grants. 

Mr. Charles Hardie stated that he personally would like to see the Board table this agenda tonight 

subject to attorney review to ensure bus drivers and local staff get paid and to ensure sub ligation rights 

for the school system. 

Mr. Hubert Mabe informed board members he had just spoken with Mr. Tony Vidrine, who was 

traveling, and if the board has any questions or concerns they would like to address with him, he could 

address them on Thursday, 4/9/2020. 

Mr. Charles Hardie stated he would like to see the amendment cleaned up to ensure the District is 

protected. 

Ms. Wanda Skinner asked Mr. Hardie how long did he think it would take to work this out in 

order for Board to have another meeting, addressing this issue. 

Mr. Charles Hardie felt that if he was able to speak with Mr. Tony Vidrine on Thursday, he 

thought that the Board could possibly meet again next week. 

Mr. Arthur Savoy asked if the bus drivers could apply for unemployment. 

Mr. Hubert Mabe responded that the bus drivers did have this option. 

Ms. Wanda Skinner stated, “Only if they do not have a second job.” 

Mr. Charles Hardie requested that if board members had a specific question they would like him 

to address with Mr. Tony Vidrine to email it to him and he would discuss it with Mr. Vidrine when they 

spoke. 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard stated he would send Mr. Hardie’s email to all of the board 

members. 

Board President Wayne Dardeau expressed a concern that because of the upcoming holiday, he 

felt Tuesday would not be enough time to get all information needed to have another meeting. 

Mr. Charles Hardie suggested the Board table action on this item for now and re-schedule a 

meeting sometime next week. 

Mr. Arthur Savoy withdrew his previous motion. 

It was moved by Mr. Arthur Savoy, seconded by Ms. Georgianna Wilson to table action on the 

amendment until the attorney (Mr. Charles Hardie) has discussions with First Student, including FEMA 

and other federal options to be explored as part of the contract amendment, and attorney reviews revised 

amendment. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot, Dr. Bobby Deshotel, Board President Wayne Dardeau, 

Board Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. 

Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item # 5 – The following requisition(s) was presented for ratification/approval: 

A. Ratification of Varsity -- $11,935.47 for Pine Prairie High School varsity cheer 

order using PPHS school funds (Requested by Superintendent Darwan Lazard 

and presented by PPHS Principal Alice Lejeune) 



B. Ratification of PCB Summer Camps – $ 8,648.00 for Pine Prairie High School 

NCA Cheer Camp using PPHS school funds (Requested by Superintendent 

Darwan Lazard and presented by PPHS Principal Alice Lejeune) 

C. Ratification of Farmer’s Gas -- $6,265.35 for Bayou Chicot and Pine Prairie fuel 

using General Fund (Requested by Superintendent Darwan Lazard and presented 

by Supervisor John Deshotel) 

D. WEX Bank- Shell Fleet PL -- $8,720.17 for regular education fuel, special 

education fuel and maintenance fuel (Requested by Superintendent Darwan 

Lazard and presented by Supervisor John Deshotel) 

E. American Reading Co. -- $11,022.75 for HS English Guidebooks for 2020-2021 

school year using Textbook Fund (Requested by Superintendent Darwan Lazard 

and presented by Supervisor John Deshotel) 

 

It was moved by Ms. Wanda Skinner, seconded by Mrs. Peggy Forman, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to ratify/approve requisitions, as presented. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot, Dr. Bobby Deshotel, Board President Wayne Dardeau, 

Board Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. 

Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item #6 – The following invoices were presented for ratification: 

A. Ratification of First Student – $197,409.58 for transportation services for March 

2, 2020 through March 13, 2020 using General Fund (Requested by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard and presented by Supervisor John Deshotel) 

B. Ratification of Lafayette Parish School System -- $32,506.40 for interpreters’ 

services for 2018-2019 for Evangeline Parish students using IDEA funds 

(Requested by Superintendent Darwan Lazard and presented by Special 

Education Director Kelli Lafleur) 

It was moved by Ms. Wanda Skinner, seconded by Mrs. Peggy Forman, and recommended by 

Superintendent Darwan Lazard to approve ratification of invoices, as presented. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot, Dr. Bobby Deshotel, Board President Wayne Dardeau, 

Board Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. 

Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 Item #7 – Personnel matters were presented as information: 

Item #7A – PERSONNEL CHANGES/RESIGNATIONS; RETIREMENTS; 

REASSIGNMENTS; TERMINATIONS:  
BASILE HIGH SCHOOL 

Ashley Hebert, English Learner Tutor, submitted letter of resignation effective 3/9/2020 

VIDRINE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Megan Willery, regular education/kindergarten teacher, submitted letter of resignation effective 

5/29/2020 

VILLE PLATTE HIGH SCHOOL 

Robert (Sammy) Lafleur, bus driver, submitted letter of retirement effective 5/30/2020 

CENTRAL OFFICE/MEDIA CENTER/CNP 

Charlotte Castille, educational diagnostician, submitted letter of resignation effective 3/12/2020 

Christine Freeman, cafeteria technician, reassigned from James Stephens Montessori School and 

reclassified to district offices custodian (replacing Helen Williams) effective 3/9/2020 

Item #7B – APPOINTMENT OF SUPPORT PERSONNEL: 

MAMOU HIGH SCHOOL 

Kwanza O’Neal, custodian (replacing Francis Faul) effective 3/9/2020 

Item #8 – Superintendent Darwan Lazard informed board members he had no comments tonight. 

It was moved by Board Vice-President Scott Limoges, seconded by Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr., and 

recommended by Superintendent Darwan Lazard to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 PM. 

There was no objection, question or comment from board members. 

Voting for the motion were Mrs. Karen Vidrine, Ms. Georgianna Wilson, Ms. Wanda Skinner, 

Mr. Arthur Savoy, Mr. Micheal W. Fontenot, Dr. Bobby Deshotel, Board President Wayne Dardeau, 



Board Vice-President Scott Limoges, Mr. Lonnie Sonnier, Mrs. Sheila Joseph, Mrs. Peggy Forman, Ms. 

Nancy Hamlin, and Mr. Ellis Guillory, Sr. 

Motion carried unanimously. 
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