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Haiku - a Japanese style of poetry that
consists of just three lines. The first and 
third lines have 5 syllables and the 
the second line has 7 syllables. 
Free Verse - a modern style of poetry that
does not consist of many rules. The lines 
can rhyme or not and the free verse poems
can have as many stanzas as the poet
wants. 

Happy Spring! In this edition of the RISE
Newsletter, we will celebrate Spring and Earth
Day! Also, did you know that April is National
Poetry Month? We have included some fun
information about poems that we know that
your family will enjoy!

The world of poetry is vast and diverse! Some
poems rhyme and are written in verse! Poems
are written to share ideas and emotions.
Investigating poetry might start a literacy
explosion! Below are a few poetry styles that
your family will find neat, but study them all
so your knowledge is complete! 

Sonnet - an old form of poetry
made popular by William
Shakespeare. The word sonnet
derives from the word "sonnetto"
which means 'little song'. Sonnets
usually have 14 lines and are
usually about love!
Ode - an ode is a form of poetry 
from ancient Greece.  The word ode 
derives from a word that means to "sing or
chant." Odes are usually written to praise a
person, event, or thing and they are usually
short in length. 
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Did you know that the
morpheme geo- means
earth and cache means

hiding place? 

Earth Day is April 22, 2022. This year,
celebrate by going geocaching, which is
described as a global treasure hunt.

Geocaching is an outdoor recreational activity,
in which participants use a Global Positioning
System receiver or mobile device and other
navigational techniques to hide and seek
containers, called "geocaches" or "caches", at
specific locations marked by coordinates all
over the world. Once you have found the
cache there is often a sheet of paper where
finders record the date and time that they
discovered the cache. Some larger caches
may even contain small trinkets like buttons
or toys. Finders of these types of caches may
remove one item but are expected to put a
new one in its place so there is always
something for the next person to find. The
GPS coordinates of the cache are then
recorded and shared with others so that they
too may find them. To find out more, check
out the website at Geocaching.com

Go on a Global Treasure Hunt

There are             Arkansas State 
Parks and every one of them has a

geocache! 

There are             Arkansas State 
Parks and every one of them has a

geocache! 

FU
N

FA
CT

!!

April is National Poetry Month

https://sites.google.com/dawsonesc.com/risearkansas/home
https://www.geocaching.com/play
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Go Figure! Let's talk about figurative language
Have you ever said something that stretched
the actual meaning of words, just for effect?
You could have been using figurative
language. Figurative language helps to create
an image, association, or another effect in the
mind of the reader or listener that goes
beyond the literal meaning. Using figurative
language makes the things we say more
engaging. Let's look at some of the more
common types of figurative language. You
might even want to add figurative language
when writing your poem for the Hometown
Poetry Contest. (More details on page four!)  

Metaphor

"You are my sunshine!"

"Water me!"

Q: What is a metaphor? Q: What is a metaphor? 
Riddle me this....

A metaphor is a way to imagine how one
thing is the same as another thing because
they have the same characteristics.

The sun brings
warmth and happiness
to many.  Loved ones
bring happiness to
you. So your loved one
and the sun  have the
same characteristic of
bringing  happiness!

Similies

When someone says
"He is as busy as a bee,"
it means he is working
hard, as bees are
known to be extremely
busy.

"He is as busy as a bee."

A simile is a way of describing something by
comparing it to something else using 'like' or
'as', usually in an interesting or imaginative
way.

Personification
Personification is giving human
characteristics to non-human or abstract
things. A garden can't communicate, but it's
obvious when it needs certain things, like
water!

"The garden is
calling my name."

Hyberbole
Hyperbole is a great exaggeration, often
unrealistic, to add emphasis to a sentiment. 

A: To keep the cows in! A: To keep the cows in! 

"My dad is the strongest
man on earth !"

But, wait! There's more!
(That is an example of a
cliche!) Learn more
about these examples
of figurative language
and even more! Click or
scan to 
download
 this free 
PDF!

(He may not be the strongest
man on earth, but raise your

hand if your dad is super
great!) 

https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-figurative-language.html
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/literal
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/hyperbole/


The Little Plant
In the heart of a seed,
Buried deep, so deep, 

A dear little plant
Lay fast asleep.

 
"Wake," said the sunshine, 

"And creep to the light."
"Wake," said the voice

Of the rain-drops bright.
 

The little plant heard, 
And it rose to see

What the wonderful
Outside world might be.

-Kate L. Brown

The Earth laughs 
in flowers. 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

"When I was 11 or
12,  I wrote a 

poem and gave it
to my father, who
framed it and put

it with much
ceremony on his
desk. That was
 the beginning." 

 

A poet laureate is a poet usually appointed by a governing official,
typically expected to compose poems for special events and
occasions. Jo Garot McDougall is a poet of the Arkansas Delta. Her
work is noted for its sparseness and evocation of small-town life.
Her poems are subtle portraits of the lives of rural families,
farmers, housewives, and the struggles and tragedies they face.
She has won many prizes for her work, which has been published
in books, literary journals, and anthologies. In 2018, she was
named Poet Laureate of Arkansas, serving in that role until 2022.
Continue reading more about Jo McDougall on the CALS website.
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Grow Green!

Sowing the seeds of fun!

It is easy to see the signs of spring all around. The
days are longer, new plants are sprouting,  and
flowers are blooming. We have a few activities to try
this spring involving seeds. Seeds are in abundance
at the local hardware stores right now and they can
provide a lot of fun and educational experiences. Pick
up a few packets and try these activities. 

Arkansas' State Poet Laureate Jo McDougall

- Jo McDougall

Garden Vocabulary Challenge

planting 
Instead of ... Use this...

sowing 
shovel spade
grow germinate
soil substrate
dig cultivate
pick harvest

water moisten

Purchase 2 different kinds
of seeds. Compare the

seeds and encourage your
child to see how many

differences they can find
between each kind. 
Count the seeds and

determine which package
contains the most seeds.
Make a pattern using the

seeds.

Seed hunt!
There are so many
different fruits and

vegetables that contain
seeds. As you  prepare

meals with you children,
hunt for seeds! Have your
child make a list of foods
that have seeds that we
eat and those that have

seeds that we
 don't eat.

See the seeds! 
 

 above and try this fun
experiment.

Moisten a paper towel 
and add it to a ziplock bag. 

Add a few of each of the
 seeds to the bag. Hang the
bag in a window that gets
lots of sunlight. Make sure

the paper towel stays damp.
When the seeds sprout,

observe and compare the
seeds as they grow! 

Take the seeds from the activity 

Record the changes in a journal!

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=444
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=2684
https://encyclopediaofarkansas.net/entries/jo-garot-mcdougall-2993/


Students must submit an original poem about their hometown or an
area of interest close to their hometown in Arkansas.
Students must attend an Arkansas public school. 
Students must be between 4 -18 years of age. 
Only one entry per household.
The complete entry form must be submitted at this link no later
than Saturday, April 30th, 2022. 

April is National Poetry Month and we want your student to
celebrate by writing an original poem about our great state. In the
month of June, the RISE Newsletter will highlight a few of the
amazing towns and areas of interest that your family might enjoy
visiting around Arkansas. The theme of all poems submitted for
the contest must be about the student's hometown or an area of
interest near their hometown in Arkansas. Students can choose
the style of the poem.  The winners will have their poems
published in the June RISE Newsletter. Please see additional entry
details below:

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

I      My Hometown!
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Go float your boat!
Earth Day is about taking care of and enjoying our beautiful planet.
Here is a fun way for your family to do both of those things by
recycling this newsletter and doing a fun science experiment at the
same time! 

I Love My Hometown Poetry Contest

Scan here to submit!

To start, investigate how to make origami boats and decide which
kind of boat each family member will make. Use this newsletter or
another piece of paper to be recycled and follow the directions to
complete your boat of choice.  Take the boats out to a small pond,
stream, or even a swimming pool, and launch your boats. Observe
how each boat performs when placed in the water. You could even
make boats out of different materials, such as aluminum foil or
tagboard, to see which one will stay afloat the longest. Discuss and
journal all your observations! 

Make sure to take a net along on your outdoor adventure in order to retrieve
your boats once you are finished with your experiments. You could even pick
up a few more pieces of trash while you are there! Happy Earth Day! 

Check the shelf in the
children's easy section
at your local library for
this great book! Search

for it by the author's
last name - Lyon.

Check out this link to
help you make a cool

origami boat!

RISE

https://forms.gle/NpuiPVVTTZ18i1GN6

