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Byte 
Eight bits of information; eight individual consecutive electronic on/off signals 
which make a message that a computer can interpret. 

Kilobyte 210  bytes – approximately one thousand bytes 

Megabyte 220  bytes – approximately one million bytes 

Gigabyte 230  bytes – approximately one billion bytes 

Terabyte 240 bytes – approximately one trillion bytes 

Drop 
The physical location in which a computer is connected to the network via a patch 
cable.  The drop resembles a telephone wall jack. 

Peripheral 
Any external device that plugs into your computer such as a printer, modem, 
scanner, or  
USB drive. 

Input 
1. (verb) The process of entering information into a computer.  
2. (noun) The information entered or put into a computer for processing. 

Processing 
The manipulation of data by a computer in accordance with its instructions or 
programming. 

Output 

1. (verb) The process of displaying, printing, or storing information produced by a 
computer.  
2. (noun) The information produced by the computer, as a result of processing, 
that is sent to devices that display, print, or store it. 

RAM 

(Random Access Memory): Electronic memory that temporarily stores information 
inside a computer. The amount of memory, or memory size, in a computer 
determines the number of programs you can run at once. Memory size also 
determines how fast your programs will operate. The data stored in memory is 
temporary. If you do not save the data, it will disappear when you turn off the 
computer. 

Application 

A self-contained software program. A user without technical skills, such as 
programming, can learn to operate an application to perform its function. 
Common applications include word processors, spreadsheets, etc. Specific 
applications may be designed to run on local computers, on local area networks 
(LANs) or on the Internet. 

NIC 
(Network Interface Card) The hardware component that allows the computer to 
connect to the network.  The patch cable plugs into the network card in the back 
of the computer. 

LAN 
(Local Area Network) A computer network limited to the immediate area, usually 
the same building or floor of a building.  

WAN 
(Wide Area Network): In data communications, a comprehensive multimode 
network connecting large numbers of terminal and computers spread over a wide 
area. (Compare to LAN). 

Version The number that identifies earlier and later releases of software. 

Storage In computing, any device in which (or on which) information is stored. 

 


