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midi 

Musical Instrument Digital Interface 
Pronounced "middy," this connectivity standard enables you to hook together computers, 
musical instruments, and synthesizers to make and orchestrate digital sound. The term is used 
to describe the standard itself, the hardware that supports the standard, and files that store 
information that the hardware can use. MIDI files are like digital sheet music--they contain 
instructions for musical notes, tempo, and instrumentation--and are widely used in game 
soundtracks and recording studios. 

wav 
Pronounced "wave," this is the file extension for the Windows standard for wave form sound 
files. 

wmf 
Windows MetaFile 
A graphic file format used by many Microsoft clipart images. wmf images are not recognized by 
all browsers. 

hacking 

<jargon> (Originally, someone who makes furniture with an axe) Exploring the details of 
programmable systems and how to stretch their capabilities, as opposed to most users, who 
prefer to learn only the minimum necessary. (Term has been associated with malicious 
mischief.) 

piracy 

The unauthorized copying of software. Most retail programs are licensed for use at just one 
computer site or for use by only one user at any time. By buying the software, you become a 
licensed user rather than an owner. You are allowed to make copies of the program for backup 
purposes, but it is against the law to give copies to friends and colleagues. 

analog 

Almost everything in the world can be described or represented in one of two forms: analog or 
digital. The principal feature of analog representations is that they are continuous. In contrast, 
digital representations consist of values measured at discrete intervals. Digital watches are 
called digital because they go from one value to the next without displaying all intermediate 
values. Consequently, they can display only a finite number of times of the day. In contrast, 
watches with hands are analog because the hands move continuously around the clock face. As 
the minute hand goes around, it not only touches the numbers 1 through 12, but also the 
infinite number of points in between. 

Digital 
A description of data which is stored or transmitted as a sequence of discrete symbols from a 
finite set, most commonly this means binary data represented using electronic or 
electromagnetic signals. The opposite of digital is “analog.” 

Database 
A collection of data organized for search and retrieval.  There are many searchable databases 
on the Web.  Microsoft Access is database creation software.   

Field 
A space in which to enter information. This could be a field to enter information on a Web 
page or in a database.  

record 

In databases, a complete set of information. Records are composed of fields, each of which 
contains one kind of information. A set of records constitutes a file. For example, a personnel 
file might contain 
records that have three fields: a name field, an address field, and a phone number field. 

 


