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The Texas Senate gave final approval to Senate Bill 15 on August 31st and Governor Abbott
signed the bill into law on the evening of September 9th, 2021. Senate Bill 15 will fund virtual
learning until September 2023 and give Buna ISD the autonomy to set up our own virtual
learning program. However, there are several criteria that must be met for students to be eligible
to participate in the asynchronous program. Regardless of the method of instruction, all
instruction must address the required curriculum per TEC, §28.002, and meet the needs of
students in special population/intervention groups.

Eligibility based on the preceding school year

Each of the following three conditions must be met if the student was a virtual student during the
preceding school year :

1. The student achieved satisfactory performance or higher on each STAAR assessment
taken during the preceding school year.

2. The student earned a C or higher in each of the foundation curriculum courses under
TEC, §28.002, (i.e., mathematics, science, English language arts and reading, and social
studies) taken virtually or remotely during the preceding school year.

3. The student had 10 percent or fewer unexcused absences during the preceding school
year in total for all instructional methods offered, i.e., on-campus, remote synchronous
and remote asynchronous.

If a student was not a virtual student during the preceding school year, the student is eligible
to receive ADA funding for virtual instruction for the current school year regardless of the
three conditions noted above.

Additional Criteria for Admission

● Students in Pre-K will not be eligible for the asynchronous program.
● A maximum of 10% of the total number of students enrolled in Buna Independent School

District may enroll. This is approximately 150 students.
● Students must have access to a reliable internet connection.  The school district will not

provide hotspots.  Students will have access to the school-issued Chromebooks.
● All Students will be required to take STAAR Assessment and universal screeners on the

grounds of Buna ISD.  Elementary students will participate in additional weekly testing
on the BES campus to assess progress in foundational skills.
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● A commitment must be made for students to remain in the Asynchronous platform for 18
weeks, which begins October 1st, 2021. No new students will be eligible to enroll after
this date. At the end of this time, parents will be given the option to remain on the
Asynchronous platform until the last day of this school year, May 27, 2022, or return to
in-person instruction.  There will be no guarantee of asynchronous instruction for the
2022-2023 school year.

● Asynchronous Learning is for students who have Covid-related disabilities or issues.

Learning Management System (LMS)

● Buna High School and Buna Jr. High will utilize Edgenuity Instructional Services to provide
students with coursework aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

● Buna Elementary will utilize Edmentum EdOptions Academy to provide students with
coursework aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

Daily Schedule

Elementary- Students will be required to participate in at least 240 instructional minutes per
day.

The breakdown of minutes:

● ELAR – 60-90 minutes daily
● Math-- 60 minutes daily
● Science- 45 minutes daily
● Social Studies- 45 minutes daily
● PE - 20 minutes/2 days per week
● Art/Health - 20 minutes/2 days per week

Secondary- Students will be required to participate in 360 instructional minutes per day. (one
hour per course daily)

The breakdown of minutes:

● ELAR - 60 minutes
● Math - 60 minutes
● Science - 60 minutes
● Social Studies - 60 minutes
● PE/Elective -60 minutes
● Fine Art/Elective - 60 minutes
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Attendance

Daily attendance will be taken through the learning platform - Edmentum for Elementary, and
Edgenuity for Secondary.

Instructional Program Design

Elementary -

Our school district is partnering with Edmentum to deliver rigorous, research-based curriculum
built to Texas state standards by high-quality, state-certified teachers. Qualifying students will be
enrolled in the platform by school district staff.  Once this occurs, EdOptions Academy teachers
will welcome students and their families, share best practices, and explain expectations.

Instruction, customizing lessons, reteaching, and feedback will be provided to students.  The
curriculum is comprehensive and digital, but will also include project-based learning
opportunities. While instruction will be provided by the EdOPtions teacher, the parent role is
very important to student success.  The parent will be the primary day-to-day support for the
students to remain on schedule and be able to access and complete assignments.  Parents will
need to preview all parts of the lesson, notes, and assignment and be able to offer support to the
student.

The EdOptions teacher will communicate regularly with the student and teacher.  Parents will
need to monitor the student dashboard for performance progress and teacher feedback. All
learning concerns and student needs will need to be communicated to the EdOptions teacher by
the parent.  The EdOptions teacher will stay in contact with the school district.

Parents must establish a learning space for students free from distractions, and monitor student
behavior during live lessons/live help. During projects and independent learning, parents will be
the guide for the student.

In addition to students completing all work assigned by EdOptions Academy teachers, each
student will be required to report to BES each Friday for assessments to ensure the student is
on track with his/her learning and not falling behind. BES staff will communicate each student’s
assessment time to families. In addition to weekly assessments, all students will take universal
screeners and STAAR assessments on the BES campus.
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Secondary-

Our school district is partnering with Edgenuity Instructional Services to deliver a rigorous,
research-based curriculum aligned to our Texas stands by texas-certified teachers. Qualifying
students will be enrolled in their courses in the Edgenuity online platform.

Highly-qualified certified teachers will instruct, remediate, motivate, and proactively
communicate with students and parents.  Interactive tools, videos, e-notes note-taking, and
multimedia help students master essential skills.

Individualized student courses  in ELAR, Math, Science, Social Studies, PE, health, Spanish, art,
and some CTE courses that do not require a lab/hands-on instruction are available to meet
student needs. If student schedules do not align with Edgenuity courses offered, a schedule
change will be necessary for the student to move to asynchronous instruction.  Students on the
asynchronous platform are not able to be involved in athletics, band, or any other UIL or school-
sponsored extracurricular activity.

For a student to be successful in asynchronous learning, the parent  must be actively involved in
the learning process by keeping students on track with assignments and due dates. A  designated
workplace free from distractions must be arranged for students, and a structured schedule put in
place with time designated for each course. Because much of the instruction is live, students will
follow the same hours as they do during in-person learning. During these virtual sessions, it is
important for parents to check in on the student to ensure engagement and active participation.

Student and parent communication with the Edgenuity teacher is integral to student success.
Student progress information is available on the student dashboard. The Edgenuity teacher will
provide contact information and office hours, as well as opportunities for additional help outside
of live instruction and reteaching, such as study hall.  Parents will want to use the family portal
to monitor a student’s progress at any time and receive emailed progress reports.  All
instructional concerns and student needs will be addressed with the Edgenuity teacher.  The
Edgenuity teacher will remain in constant contact with the school district.
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Secondary students will be required to take universal screeners and STAAR assessments on their
respective campuses.

Mandatory Parent Meeting

Parents of students interested in Asynchronous instruction are required to attend a
MANDATORY parent meeting on Wednesday, September 22, 2021 in the Buna Elementary
Cafeteria.

● Elementary Parents at 6:00 pm
● Jr. High and High School Parents at 7:00 pm

Program qualifications, expectations for students and parents, and commitment forms will be
shared.

Commitment Forms

If a parent chooses Asynchronous instruction, a commitment form for 18 weeks of
Asynchronous instruction must be turned in by Friday, September 24, 2021 at by 3:30 pm to
the Administration Building.

Once commitment forms are reviewed, parents will be contacted for further instructions on how
to proceed.  Once a student has been enrolled in the asynchronous learning platform, they are
locked in.

Return to Regular In-Person Instruction

In order for students to remain on the Asynchronous platform, each student must:

● Attend School daily.  Students who accumulate more than 10 absences will be required to
return to in-person instruction.
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● Be successful on assignments.  If a student drops below a 70 in any course, the student
will be required to return to in-person instruction.

● Attend any testing sessions held at Buna campuses that are required.  Failure to attend
testing sessions will result in student being required to return to in-person instruction. In
addition, poor assessment results indicating a student is not progressing satisfactorily in
the the asynchronous program, will require the student return to in-person instruction.
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