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FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 
 
This handbook has been written, planned and distributed to help acquaint the students of 
Pretty Water School with the general plan and regulations under which this school is 
operative. 
 
It is sincerely hoped that the students will refer to this handbook as a guide in planning 
their school activities and as a help in determining conduct to follow at given times.   It 
also is hoped that frequent references to this booklet will be of real help to students so 
that they will realize that information not contained in this booklet may be obtained from 
teachers and administration that, in the final analysis, are here for the benefit of the 
students.  
 
Jeff Taylor, Superintendent 
Ofc.: 918-224-4952 
Fax:  918-227-1362  
 

PRETTY WATER SCHOOL OBJECTIVES 
The fundamental objectives of Pretty Water School are to help each student: 
1. To develop and maintain good physical and mental health. 
2. To develop confidence in the fundamental tools of listening, speaking, reading, 

writing, mathematics, and the arts and sciences. 
3. To think creatively, act responsibly, learn to understand the true meaning of 

freedom, and know we have the right to make and duty to respect and obey the laws 
of our land. 

4. To respect and understand another’s point of view so that the student can live 
peaceably and happily with others. 

5. To develop an appreciation of the duties, responsibilities, and privileges of a world 
citizen. 

6. To develop moral responsibility and sound ethical and moral behavior. 
7. To develop criteria for selecting and practicing suitable leisure time activities. 
8. To develop a respect and understanding of his/her heritage. 
9. To experience wholesome social situations that will train him/her to be a 

contributing member of his/her country.   
10. To develop saleable skills, understanding, and attitudes necessary to an intelligent 

and productive worker.   
11. To understand how to purchase and use goods and services intelligently, 

understanding both the values received by the consumer and the economic 
consequences of his/her acts. 

 
 
It then follows that in order for the teacher to assist each student to develop his/her 
fullest potential: 
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1. We must provide common experiences, which will uncover potentials, interests and 
abilities. 

2. We must accept the student where he/she is and provide experiences for their 
further growth so that he/she will feel “I can learn, I am learning.” 

3. We must provide enriching experiences for those of unusual ability which permit 
them to develop more deeply into fields of special interest. 

4. We must set immediate and attainable goals for those with limited capacities. 
5. We must constantly strive to meet our objectives and to adjust to the changing need 

of our students so that we will provide the best possible educational program.    
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The principal must approve all materials for distribution or display on Pretty Water 
Public School property.  Petitions may not be circulated without the approval of the 
superintendent.  All messages to students must be delivered to the office.  The student 
will be given the message at the earliest opportunity least disruptive to the educational 
setting.    

ATTENDANCE 
 

REGULAR ATTENDANCE IS A CONTRIBUTION FACTOR TO SUCCESS IN 
SCHOOL.  Irregular attendance is the chief cause of failure and subsequent withdrawal 
from school.  SCHOOL WORK TAKES PRECEDENCE OVER EVERYTHING ELSE.  
All shopping, visiting, dental appointments and other engagements are to be planned so 
that parents will not request, or permit pupils to remain away from school.  THE WORK 
OFFERED AT PRETTY WATER SCHOOL IS BASED ON THE ASSUMPTION 
THAT THE STUDENT WILL BE PRESENT EVERY DAY.  Experience has shown that 
a high quality of work is not possible with irregular attendance. 

State law requires children to attend school regularly.  (70 O.S. 10-106)  Any parent, 
guardian, or custodian of a child, in violation of said law, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor; (70 O.S. 10-1-5) any student not in attendance 80 percent or more of the 
school term may be retained.  (70 O.S. 24-120) 

When a student is absent from school the following procedure must be followed: 

1. Parent should call 224-4952 by 10:00 a.m.  The school may call if we have not 
been notified of the absence. 

2. If unable to call on day of absence, a note should be sent from the parent 
explaining the absence. 

3. Students arriving after the 8:10 a.m. bell will be recorded as tardy.  Excessive 
tardiness is discouraged and may result in detention. 

4. Students should not be on the school campus before 7:00 a.m. or after 3:15 p.m.  
unless at a school sponsored activity or in the Latchkey Program. 
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5. Excessive absenteeism and tardiness may result in a conference with the child’s 
parents. 

6.  Students absent for three class periods will be counted absent one half day. 
7.  Students arriving by 10:00 am will be counted as tardy. 

 

AWARDS 
The following awards are presented at Pretty Water School: 

1. Student of the Month - presented on the last Monday of each month at 8:20 a.m. 
2. Honor Roll - recognized each nine weeks for grades 3-8 
3. Perfect Attendance 
4. Citizenship - one boy, one girl 
5. Scholastic - one per class 
6. 25 library books 
7. Accelerated Reader 
8. Spelling Bee 

 

BACKPACKS 

Kindergarten through 6th graders must store backpacks in the area designated by the 
classroom teacher.  Seventh and 8th grade students must store backpacks in lockers during 
school hours. 

 

BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES 
The following are specific examples of unacceptable behavior: 
 

1. Open or persistent defiance of authority. 
2. Assault upon a student or school personnel.  Students who fight at school or 

on school grounds will be suspended from school if it is deemed that they are 
endangering school personnel or other students. 

3. Creating or attempting to create a disturbance. 
4. Unauthorized absence from classes. 
5. Willful disobedience, profanity, or causing damages to school property. 
6. Showing disrespect for school property or causing damage to school property. 
7. Possession or use of any dangerous or annoying instruments. 
8. Selling, possessing or being under the influence of a narcotic or dangerous 

drug or alcoholic beverage. 
9. Smoking in the building or on school property at any time before, during or 

after school. 
10. The use or possession of any type of smokeless tobacco on school grounds. 
11. Unacceptable behavior at teacher/administration discretion. 
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BULLYING/HARASSMENT 

Philosophy 

Pretty Water School is committed to creating and maintaining a learning environment 
that is free from bullying and harassment.  Bullying and harassment will not be tolerated 
anywhere at Pretty Water School or at any school-sponsored, school-approved or school 
related activity, event or function. 

Definitions 

Bullying: 

 Bullying is behavior intended to cause harm or humiliation   

Bullying can be physical, verbal, emotional or sexual 

Bullying is carried out repeatedly over time 

Bullying occurs within an interpersonal relationship characterized by an 
imbalance of power  

Harassment: 

Harassment includes, but is not limited to offensive teasing, un-consented 
communications with another student, taunting, and slanderous remarks regarding 
another student. 

Reporting Bullying/Harassment 

Students are encouraged to report bullying to school staff.  The staff is expected to act on 
all reports.  Pretty Water School will strive to maintain confidentiality of any student 
target or bystander who reports bullying or harassment as well as the student(s) being 
accused.  Pretty Water School will not tolerate retaliation for reporting bullying or 
harassment.  Any student who retaliates against anyone who reports an incident, or 
against anyone who testifies, or assists in an investigation will be disciplined. 

Staff members will fill out a bullying/harassment incident report form and forward it to 
the administration. 

Consequences of Bullying/Harassment 

The Student Handbook has policies regarding inappropriate behavior by the students. 

 

 

BUS INFORMATION 

Our bus drivers have the responsibility of transporting our students to and from school in 
a safe and courteous manner.  Pretty Water students are expected to obey all bus rules.  
RIDING THE BUS IS A PRIVILEGE, NOT A RIGHT.  Should it become necessary 
for a student to ride the bus other than his/her regularly assigned bus, a note must be sent 
to the school signed by the parent.  In order to know the whereabouts of all children by 
the parents and/or the school officials, students will not be allowed to ride another bus or 
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be delivered to another destination other than to his/her home without written parental 
consent. 

The students are expected to cooperate with the driver in obeying the rules while riding 
the bus.  If a student misbehaves on the bus and the driver cannot correct it, the driver is 
to report the student to the superintendent or designee for disciplinary action.  This may 
include the student losing his/her bus riding privileges.  Pretty Water School is not 
responsible for students before they are picked up or after they are dropped off.   

In order to do this following “Bus Rider Rules” are to be observed. 

 1.  Be on time at the designated school bus stops - keeping the bus on schedule. 

2. Stay off the road at all times while waiting for the bus.  No pushing or shoving 
is allowed. 

 3.  Wait until the bus comes to a complete stop before attempting to enter. 

 4.  Wait for the driver to motion for you to cross the road. 

 5.  Respect people and their property while waiting for the bus. 

6.  Receive proper school official authorization to be discharged at places other                 

     than regular bus stops.                  

                       

While on the bus students should: 

 1.  Keep all parts of the body inside the bus. 

 2.  Refrain from eating or drinking on the bus. 

 3.  Assist in keeping the bus safe and clean at all times. 

 4.  Refrain from the use of any form of tobacco, alcohol, or drugs. 

5.  Remember that loud talking and laughing or unnecessary confusion diverts 
the driver’s attention and may result in a serious accident.  (The life you save 
may be your own).       

6.  Treat bus equipment as you would valuable furniture in your own home.    
      Damage to seats, etc. must be paid for by the offender. 

7. A student should never tamper with the bus or any of it’s equipment. 

8. Maintain possession of books, lunches, or other articles and keep the aisle 
clear.  

9.   Help look after the safety and comfort of small children. 

          10.   Do not throw objects in or out of the bus. 

          11.   Remain in the seats while the bus is in motion. 

          12.   Refrain from horseplay and fighting on the school bus. 

          13.   Be courteous to fellow pupils and bus driver. 
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           14.  Remain quiet when approaching a railroad-crossing stop 

           15.  Remain in the bus during road emergencies except when it may be               
                  hazardous to the safety of the student(s). 

After leaving the bus, students should: 

1.  Go at least ten (10) feet in front of the bus, stop, check the traffic, wait for the  
       bus driver’s signal, then cross the road. 

 2.    Go home immediately staying clear of traffic. 

 3.    Help look after the safety and comfort of small children. 

Extracurricular Trips: 

 1.  The above rules and regulations must apply to all trips under school         
                   sponsorship. 

2. Sponsors will be appointed by school officials. 

BUS RULES ARE POSTED ON ALL BUSES 

 

 

CAFETERIA 

A breakfast program is available for all students including Pre-Kindergarten. 

The lunch program is available for all students, including Pre-Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten at a cost $2.25.  Free or reduced lunch and breakfast applications are 
available in the office and we encourage all parents to examine the salary schedule and 
application.  All information on these applications is very confidential. 

 We encourage visitors to eat breakfast and lunch.  Please notify the school in advance for 
adequate food preparation. 

Statements will be sent home monthly to those families owing money.  Please send 
payments to the main office in a timely manner. 

 

CARE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY 
Students must be ever mindful that school facilities are made available for their use and 
convenience, that they are steward of same, and that they must be used by others after 
they are gone.  Those doing the damage will pay for all damages to school property and 
building.  Disciplinary measures will be taken against those caught defacing school 
property. 
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CHECKING OUT OF SCHOOL 
 
Students must check out of school through the office.  (Failure to do so may result in 
Morning Detention, Lunch Detention or ISD.)  Students may only check out of school 
with the personal permission of their parent or guardian.  Permission must be given in 
person or on the phone before the student may be approved to leave school.   
 
 

CHEERLEADING 

Cheerleaders will be directly accountable to their sponsor and will follow the rules and 
regulations as established.  Cheerleaders are expected to cooperate with the sponsor and 
may be suspended for not following rules and regulations. 

Cheerleaders will ride the bus to games unless permission is received from the 
sponsor to do otherwise. 
 

CLASS TIME 
 Class begins: 8:10 a.m. -  Pre-Kindergarten through 8th 
 
 Class ends:      3:10 p.m. -  Pre-Kindergarten through 8th 
    

 

Any student arriving after 8:10 must check-in with the office and their attendance 
teacher. 
 

CLOSED CAMPUS 

Students will not leave campus during regular school hours, except with a parent, legal 
guardian or their designee. 

 

CUSTODIAL AND NONCUSTODIAL PARENTAL RIGHTS 

It is the policy of the Pretty Water School Board of Education, that a parent who is 
awarded legal custody of a child by court action shall file a copy of the court decree 
awarding such custody with the school.  If the custodial parent does not wish the child to 
be released to the noncustodial parent, an appropriate written instruction should also be 
filed with the school.  All staff is instructed to refer any question to the superintendent. 

Absent a court decree to the contrary, both natural parents have the right to view the 
student’s school records; to receive school progress reports; to visit the child briefly at 
school; and to participate in parent and teacher conference (not necessarily together in the 
same conference).   

 

 



 8 

DHS INTERVIEWS 

It is the policy of Pretty Water School to comply with DHS representatives requesting 
interviews with students after proper identification has been presented.  It is then DHS 
who is responsible for notifying the parents.  

 

DANGEROUS WEAPONS AND/OR PERSONAL ITEMS 

Any item that could be described as a dangerous weapon will not be permitted on 
campus.  These items will be confiscated by the teacher, turned into the superintendent or 
designee, parents notified and arrangements made for parents to pick items up in the 
office. 

It is the policy of Pretty Water School that any student who is determined to have brought 
a weapon to school shall be suspended from school for a period of not less than one year. 

 Any suspension imposed under this policy may be modified for any student on a case-
by-case basis by the chief administering officer of the district. 

For the purpose of this policy, the following definitions shall control: 

1.  The term “weapon,” means a firearm as such term is defined in Section 921 of Title 
18 of the United States Code.  This policy also defines all types of knives as weapons. 

2.  The term “chief administering officer” means the superintendent of school or the 
board of education of the District. 

3.  The term “determined to have brought a weapon to school” means any student 
being in possession or control of a weapon on property owned, leased or rented by the 
District, including, but not limited to, school buildings, parking lots and motor vehicles 
and any student who is in possession or control of a weapon at any School District 
sponsored function regardless of whether such function is conducted on school property. 

 

DRUGS, ALCOHOL AND NARCOTICS 

It is the intent of the Board of Education of Pretty Water School C034, to keep the school 
as free as possible from narcotics, hallucinogenic drugs, intoxicants, or tobacco as well as 
the harmful effects that such substances may have on the lives of the students attending 
Pretty Water.  (As per Board of Education Policy).  It is also the intent of the Board of 
Education to provide students with an educational program that is preventive in nature, 
designed to help students who are having problems related to drugs, alcohol or tobacco.   

Further, the Pretty Water School Board, Administration and Staff support the law in 
prohibiting the possession, use or sale of all illicit drugs, alcohol or tobacco on the school 
premises and at any activity sponsored by the school.  Students who possess, use, or 
distribute illicit drugs (including anabolic steroids) tobacco; tobacco products or alcohol 
shall be subject to disciplinary action.  Such disciplinary action may include long-term 
suspension for students.  In additions to suspension, students are subject to referral for 
prosecution under applicable laws. 
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The school personnel support the belief that the use or sale of illicit drugs, alcohol, or 
tobacco is wrong and harmful to students.  Disciplinary sanctions (consistent with local, 
State and Federal laws) up to and including expulsion and referral for prosecution will be 
imposed on students who violate the standards of conduct required by the above 
statement.  A disciplinary sanction may include the completion of an appropriate 
rehabilitation program before the student will be allowed to return to school.  Information 
regarding any drug and alcohol counseling, rehabilitation and reentry programs are 
available in the Administration Office. 

 

DISCIPLINE 
“The teacher of a child attending a Public School shall have the same rights as a parent to 
control and discipline such child during the time the child is in attendance or in transit to 
the school or classroom presided over by a teacher.”  (Article VI, Section 125, School 
Laws of Oklahoma) 

Our students have a reputation of being well behaved in the classroom and at school 
activities.  High standards of self-discipline will be expected from all students.  Any 
student who is found to be disobeying the rules, showing disrespect for any teacher or 
other school personnel, or damaging any school property will be subject to disciplinary 
action. 

Disciplinary action will be taken depending upon the severity of the violations and/or 
number of times the student has violated regulations. 

Disciplinary methods may include, but are not limited to the following methods: 

1. Conference with student 
2. Conference with parents/guardians 
3. Detention 
4. In-school suspension 
5. Referral to counselor 
6. Behavior contract 
7. Changing student’s seat assignment or class assignment 
8. Requiring student to clean or straighten items or facilities damaged by the 

student’s behavior. 
9. Community service 
10. Requiring student to make financial restitution for damaged property 
11. Restriction of privileges 
12. Suspension 
13. Corporal punishment 
14. Referral to social agencies 
15. Expulsion 
16. Involve law enforcement 
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DISCIPLINE POLICY 
The purpose of this policy is to influence students in a positive way.   The school’s 
primary goal is to educate, not discipline.  However, when the behavior of an individual 
student comes in conflict with the rights of others, corrective actions are necessary for the 
benefit of the individual and of the school.  

The local policy shall provide options for the control and discipline of the students.  The 
parent or guardian of every child residing within a school district shall receive the policy 
upon request.  The teacher of a child attending a public school shall have the same right 
as a parent or guardian to control and discipline such child according to local policies 
during the time the child is in attendance or in transit to or from the school or any other 
school function authorized by the school district or classroom presided over by the 
teacher.   

The goal of any disciplinary policy should be to correct the misconduct of the individual 
and to promote adherence by that student and by other students to the policies and 
regulations of the district.   

Administrative response to student misconduct is a manner directly influencing the 
morale of the entire student body.  As such, all students should be treated in a fair and 
equitable manner.  Disciplinary action should be based on a careful assessment of the 
circumstance surrounding each infraction (i.e., the student’s attitude, the seriousness of 
the offence, and its potential effect on other students.)  

In administering discipline, consideration should be given to alternative methods of 
punishment to ensure that the most effective discipline is administered in each case.  In 
all disciplinary actions, the administration should be mindful of the fact that they are 
dealing with individual personalities.  The administration should consider consultation 
with parents on disciplinary measures that might prove most effective in particular 
instances.        

CATEGORIES OF DISICIPLINE 

1. Verbal Warning 
 
2. Detention 

 
Detention at free time as assigned by the teacher.  A student who is absent from, 
or tardy to detention at free time will be subject to the policy for Failure/Refusal 
to Serve Assigned Discipline. 
 

3. In-School Detention (ISD) 

ISD is an alternative form of discipline for breach of more serious issues for 
which the student is removed from the regular educational environment, yet 
continues to attend school and receive instruction.   

ISD is during the regular school day in the ISD room.  A student must serve the 
ISD on consecutive school days.  A student in ISD may not participate in extra-
curricular activities. Teachers will turn in ISD assignments to the office before  
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8:00 a.m. on the day the student is to begin ISD.  Those assignments will be 
graded as in the regular classroom.  Students are not penalized academically in 
ISD.   

 ISD RULES 

1. Remain in assigned seat. 

2. No talking/communicating with others. 

3. No sleeping 

4. Work on assignments. The ISD teacher will give additional 
assignments if the student completes the regular teacher’s assignments. 

5. Students will take drink/restroom breaks and lunch breaks on a regular 
schedule, as directed by the ISD teacher.  Students will be prohibited 
from having contact with students in the regular educational setting.    

Failure to comply with these rules will result in additional ISD or up to 10 
days of out-of-school suspension per the circumstances.    

 
4. Corporal Punishment 

 
If Parents wish to exempt their students from the use of corporal punishment, they 
must schedule an appointment with the superintendent to sign the appropriate 
forms.  The following minimal procedure will be followed before corporal 
punishment is used.   
 
1. Corporal punishment must be generally approved by the superintendent 

before it is used. 
2. Except for those acts of misconduct that are so antisocial or disruptive in 

nature as to shock the conscience, corporal punishment may never be used 
unless the student was informed beforehand that specific misbehavior would 
result in its use.  Also, subject to the same exception, corporal punishment 
should never be employed as a first line of punishment. 

3. Corporal punishment must be administered by a teacher or superintendent in 
the presence of another teacher or official, who must be told in the student’s 
presence, the reason for the punishment before the punishment is 
administered.  The student need not be afforded a formal opportunity to 
present his/her side to the second official (the second official’s presence is 
required to allow the student to protest any egregiously, arbitrary or 
contrived application or punishment).   

4. An official who has administered corporal punishment will provide the 
child’s parents a written explanation of his/her reason and the name of the 
second official who was present. 
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Note:  HB2130 (1997) and FERPA provides that a school district may request student 
discipline records, and a school district must provide student discipline records upon 
request by another school district.   

Reference: 10 O.S.  7005-1.2 
  10 O.S.  7303-5.3 
  10 O.S.  7307-1.2 
  10 O.S.  163.2 
 
 

ALCOHOL/CHEMICAL ABUSE 
Attending classes alert and ready to learn is a prime responsibility of students at Pretty 
Water School.  The inability to function in class may occur because of illness, injury, or 
drug use, prescribed or illegal.  A student may be referred to the office after 
demonstrating one or more of the following behaviors:  Sleeping in class, drowsy or 
listless, slurred speech, poor general health (red eyes, flushed skin, etc.), odor of smoke, 
abnormal or erratic behavior, inability to concentrate, wearing jewelry or clothing which 
promotes drugs, alcohol or tobacco use, fighting, or possession of an illegal drug, alcohol, 
or tobacco. 
 
A trained employee of Pretty Water School may check the neurological function of the 
student by means of a simple examination of the pupil reflexes and muscle functions of 
the eye.  This procedure is frequently used in Pretty Water School’s athletic programs to 
determine if the brain functions have been impaired by injury, illness, or disease. If 
neurological dysfunction is suspected, regardless of the cause, the parent/guardian will be 
contacted immediately.  The above behaviors as well as the neurological examination 
may be sufficient probable cause to search the student (clothes, locker, book bag, etc.) for 
illegal drugs, drug paraphernalia, weapons, or other contraband. 
 
 
 
 
 DRESS CODE  (S.L.O.~154; 70-6-114) 
 
Students at Pretty Water School are expected to dress appropriately for the school setting.  
Clothing, accessories or hairstyles that in the judgment of the Superintendent create a 
foreseeable disruption to the educational environment or create a risk of health or safety 
to any person are prohibited at school or any school related activity.  
It shall be the policy of Pretty Water School Board of Education students attending Pretty 
Water School shall comply with the following code.  Attire for all students should be 
reasonable, modest, and in such a style as will not cause a distraction.  Such standards of 
dress and appearance will be in effect at all sponsored activities.   
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Examples of unacceptable clothing: 

1. That which promotes or displays: 

A. Tobacco 

B. Beer 

C. Alcohol 

D. Drugs 

E. Drug paraphernalia 

F. Violence 

G. Vulgarity 

H. Profanity 

I. Sexual implications 

J. Nudity 

2. Types of clothing not allowed: 

A. Shorts, skirts and dresses 

1. Must come to fingertips with hands at the side. 

2. Must be hemmed 

3. No holes 

4. No sagging 

5. No biking shorts or skin tight shorts 

B. Pants 

1. Must be hemmed 

2. No holes 

3. No sagging 

4. No pajama pants 

C. Tops 

1. No mesh or see through 

2. No tank tops or spaghetti straps 

3. Must touch lower garment at all times, thus not exposing the midriff 

D. Shoes must be worn at all times 

E. Miscellaneous 

1. No hats or caps 

2. No bandanas 
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3. No sunglasses 

4. No body piercing such as nose, lips, etc. (stud ear rings will be allowed) 

5. No ear rings that hang down or dangle from the students’ ear.  To do so 
invites a possible safety hazard. 

6. No unnatural colored hair or other distraction that could be considered a 
disruption to the educational process. 

7. Facial hair must be neat and trimmed. 

8. No gang dress, cult dress, related symbols or colors, which are worn for 
membership or identification.   

Students not abiding by the dress code will have their parents contacted by a school 
official and then will be sent home to change.  The student will be given an unexcused 
absence for the time away from school.   

Since it would be impossible to address all situations, the superintendent will make all 
final decisions regarding the dress code.  If parents or students are in doubt, please call 
the superintendent. 

REVISED AND ADOPTED BY THE PRETTY WATER BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ON   06-27-03. 

 

EDUCATIONAL AND HEALTH SCREENINGS 

Vision screenings are conducted each year for all pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, first 
grade, and fourth grade students.  Also screened are new students and those referred by a 
teacher or parent. 

Hearing screenings are conducted each year for all pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, second 
grade, fourth grade, sixth grade, and eighth grade students.  Also screened are new 
students and those referred by a teacher or parent. 

Speech screenings are conducted for all pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, and first grade, 
students.  Also screened are new students in grades second through fourth, students who 
are being monitored based upon a previous screening and those referred by a teacher or 
parent.   

Kindergarten readiness screenings are conducted for all students in pre-kindergarten at 
the end of the school year and for all kindergarten students new to Pretty Water School at 
the beginning of the school year.   

Reading readiness screenings are conducted on all kindergarten students each year.  First 
grade, second grade, and third grade students will have their reading skills evaluated 
throughout the year.  Third grade math abilities are screened at the beginning of the 
school year.   

Parents will be notified if an area of concern is raised by any of the school screenings. 
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ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

 
Pretty Water School 

Wireless Telecommunication Devices Policy 
 

A. Wireless telecommunication devices, including but not limited to cell phones, 
may be used by students on school premises except during  regular school hours 
(8:00 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.).  Pursuant to Oklahoma School Law any student in 
possession of a wireless telecommunication  device on school property must have 
prior written consent of both parent  or guardian and the school principal or 
superintendent.  Written permission  is only valid for the current school year. 

B. All wireless telecommunication devices shall be turned off and stored in the 
student’s homeroom class or in their lockers until the end of the school day.  
Students are not to carry devices in their backpack, purses,  pockets etc. during 
the school day.   

C.   Violation of any of these rules will be reason for disciplinary action.  Wireless 
telecommunication devices will be confiscated if found to be in the possession of 
students who do not have current authorized  consent or if they are being used 
during the school day.  These devices will only be released to a parent or 
guardian. 

D.   Pretty Water School is not responsible for any lost, stolen, or damaged devices. 

Adopted by the Pretty Water board of Education this 6th Day of May, 2014 

 

___________________________ 

                                                                                                                 Board President 

___________________________ 

                                                                                                                 Vice President 

___________________________ 

                                                                                                    Board Member 

 

 

ELECTRONIC PAGING DEVICES & CELL PHONES PROHIBITED 

Cell phones are prohibited on school grounds and at school sponsored activities.  A 
student may possess an electronic paging device/cell phone upon the prior consent of 
both a parent or guardian and the superintendent upon showing of medical necessity or in 
other appropriate circumstances (70 O.S. 24-101.1).   
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These items will be confiscated, turned into the superintendent or designee, and may be 
picked up at the end of the school day.  Pretty Water School is not responsible for any 
lost or stolen items. 

ELIGIBILITY 

A student must be present in 3 consecutive class periods in a school day to be eligible to 
participate in a school-sponsored activity that day or night.   

Academic Probation & Ineligibility 
1. Failing any course(s) after 4th week of semester = Probation. 
2. Failing any course(s) 2 consecutive weeks = Ineligible. 
3. Student remains ineligible until the student is passing all subjects for 1 week. 

(When the student is again eligible, steps 1 and 2 are repeated if necessary.) 

Eligibility reports will be turned in on Monday and will affect that week, beginning 
Monday and continuing through Sunday.   
 

FAILURE OR REFUSAL TO SERVE ASSIGNED DISCIPLINE 

If the student fails to serve the discipline assigned due to circumstances genuinely beyond 
the student’s control, the student must make up the discipline.  If the student “forgets” to 
serve the discipline, the discipline is doubled.  If the student refuses to serve the 
discipline, the student will receive out-of-school suspension.  Upon returning from the 
suspension, the student must serve the original discipline.   
 

 

FIELD/CLASS TRIPS 

If a field or class trip is scheduled, parents may be asked to help sponsor a class.  Parents 
are asked to not bring preschool children with them.  The ability to sponsor students is 
hampered when younger children must be watched. 

 

FIRE ALARM 

In case of fire, the fire alarm will sound.  If the alarm does not work, an announcement 
will be made on the intercom.  All classes will exit at the nearest outside door.  The 
teacher is responsible for the class to leave in orderly fashion and should close doors and 
windows before leaving the room, if at all possible.  The teacher should be the last to 
leave the room.   

 

FOOD ON CAMPUS 

Food and drinks are not allowed in any classrooms including classrooms not located in 
the main building except on special occasions as directed by the teacher or principal. 
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FUND RAISERS 
No door to door sales is allowed by any Pretty Water School Student. 
 

GRADING POLICY 
The following scale will be used by teachers to calculate student grades: 

  90 - 100 = A   Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten will use  
  80 -   89 = B      letters E = Excellent 
  70 -   79 = C                        S = Satisfactory 
  60 -   69 = D                            N = Not Yet Mastered 
    0 -   59 = F                   
 

 

HAZING 

The school prohibits all forms of hazing and/or intimidation for school sponsored 
activities.  (Including as a part of admission to a club or organization.) 

  

 

HEALTH RECORDS 

If a child has fever of over 100 degrees, he/she should not be sent to school for 24 hours.  
The illness could be contagious and there is neither facilities nor personnel available to 
cope with such situations (only emergencies can be coped with until parents are notifies).  
While staff at the school is trained in basic first aid, the school is not a treatment facility 
and cannot assume the role of provision of medical care.  Parents will be notified and 
requested to pick up their child. 

No minor child shall be admitted to any public, private, or parochial school operating in 
Oklahoma unless the parent or guardian can present to the appropriate school authorities 
certification from a licensed physician or the appropriate public health authorities that 
such child has received or is in the process of receiving immunizations against diphtheria, 
tetanus, pertussis, polio-mylitus, measles (rubeola), rubella, and smallpox or likely to be 
immune as a result of the disease.  Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, and the Chickenpox 
vaccination are required according to the state schedule. 

 

 HOMEWORK AND MAKE-UP WORK 
Homework is an important part of the learning process.  The faculty is urged by the 
administration to be reasonable in the amount of homework assigned, with consideration 
given on nights when extra-curricular activities are taking place.  Students who do not do 
their homework may be subjected to disciplinary action.   
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If a student has had an excused absence for two consecutive days, parents may call to 
request that missed work be sent to the office.  This work may be picked up at the end of 
the school day.  The student will be given the number of days absent plus one day to 
make up work that is missed when absence is excused, with special arrangements made 
for lengthy absences. 

EXCUSED ABSENCES: 

1. Illness of student 
2. Serious illness or death of family member 
3. Emergencies requiring services of pupil at home. (Superintendent’s discretion) 
4. Doctor or dental appointment (pre-excused) 

 
UNEXCUSED ABSENCES: 

1. Truancy 
2. Shopping 
3. Working  
4. Missing the bus 
5. Suspension-out of school 
6. Car trouble 

 
Any child who is to be excused during the school day must be picked up by the parent, 
legal guardian, or other authorized person.  Proper identification may be requested.  The 
child must be picked up and checked out through the office. 

When it is necessary for a child to change from his/her normal routine, a note from the 
parent must be sent to the teacher. 

Children will be excused from school for school - sponsored events only. 

A child must participate in playground and gym activities unless a note from the parent is 
sent to the teacher.  A doctor’s note may be requested. 

 
 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1636 
 
Every person who, without justifiable or excusable cause, knowingly commits any 
assault, battery or assault and battery upon the person of a school employee of a school 
district while such employee is in the performance of his/her duties as a school employee, 
is punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not exceeding six (6) 
months or by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00), or by both such fine and 
imprisonment.  
 
Every person who, without justifiable or excusable cause, knowingly commits any 
aggravated assault and battery upon the person of a school employee while such person is 
in the performance of his/her duties shall upon conviction be guilty of a felony.  
 
The provisions of this Act shall become effective October 1, 1978. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 1718 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person in attendance at an athletic or public entertainment 
event to project in any manner an object which could cause bodily harm to another 
person.   
 
Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be subject to ejection from the 
event by the officials supervising the event.  A violation of this section shall be a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00).   
 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to the participants in the athletic or other 
public entertainment event. 
 
This Act shall become effective October 1, 1978. 

 

 

 

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP THEIR CHILD 

1. The first and primary way is to see that their child is in school at all times 
other than for illness, which may prevent it. 

2. It is recommended that no student be absent from the classroom for any 
reason for more than eight days per semester. 

3. Attempt not to take your child out of school unless it is an emergency.  
Schedule doctor and dentist appointments for students after school hours or on 
Saturday.  Any other business should be taken care of in the same manner.   

4. Do not keep your child home to work unless necessary to the family’s well 
being.  Too much emphasis cannot be placed on the fact that each time parents 
keep their child out of school they are putting that same child at a 
disadvantage.   

5. See that the child arrives at school on time. 

6. Every parent should help the administration enforce the School’s Dress Code 
Policy.  This means seeing that your child is dressed accordingly before 
coming to school. 

7. Take an interest in the child’s activities in school. 

8. If there is something the parent does not understand concerning the school, 
please contact the proper teacher or school official. 

9. If your child is going to be absent, please contact the office. 

10. Attend parent-teacher conferences. 
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ILLNESS AND MEDICATION 

Dispensing of Medication - Parents or guardians must sign a medical authorization form 
to be kept on file in the office, indicating authority given to dispense said medication.  
Prescription medication must be provided in the original container with the student’s 
name, the prescribed amount, and the time it is to be administered.  Non-prescription 
medicines such as Tylenol should be brought from home with the child’s name on the 
bottle. 

 

 

IMMUNIZATION 

All students entering Pretty Water School must have proof of the required immunization 
or parents must sign an exemption form for each student.  This form will be provided by 
the school. 

 

 

INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY 

The board of education believes that the use of the Internet will further education by 
promoting the exchange of information and ideas and by providing statewide, national 
and global opportunities for staff, students, and the community.  Students will be able to 
access the Internet under the supervision of their teachers. Individual student accounts 
and e-mail addresses will be provided, and the student will be permitted to use the 
address to send and receive mail at school with the superintendent’s approval. 

Since the Internet constitutes an unregulated collection of educational resources which 
change constantly, it is not possible to predict or control exactly what resource students 
may locate.  The school district makes no guarantees of the accuracy of information or 
the appropriateness of materials which a student may encounter.  Students will be under 
teacher supervision; however, it is not possible to constantly monitor individual students 
and what they are accessing.  Students and other users will refrain from intentionally 
accessing and downloading any text, picture, or on-line conferencing that includes 
material which is considered to be obscene, libelous, indecent, vulgar, profane, or lewd; 
advertises any product or service to minors prohibited by law; presents a clear and 
present danger; or will cause the commission of unlawful acts or the violation of lawful 
school regulations. 

Users will be courteous and polite.  Messages will be concise and not abusive in content 
or language.  Personal information should not be revealed.  Records of Internet use will 
be considered confidential; however, users must be aware that any message or 
information posed on the Internet may be accessed by others for whom it is not intended. 

Users of the services will respect all copyright and license agreements.  Copyrighted 
software, pictures, or music will not be downloaded for use which violates the copyright 
laws. 
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Staff, students, and the community must agree to attend an Internet orientation which will 
address the issues of appropriate use of the Internet, copyright laws, Internet etiquette, 
and fees (if any) incurred during the use of the services.  An Internet use agreement will 
be signed by all persons wishing to use the services provided by the school district.  

Violation of the Internet Acceptable Use Policy will result in forfeiture of all Internet user 
privileges.  Violators will also be subject to appropriate disciplinary action.  

Reference:  21 O.S.S 1040.75 

CROSS REFERENCE:   

Policy DOBC, Disciplinary Procedures, Certified Employees 

 Policy EFBC, Computer Use 

 Policy EFEA, Using Copyrighted Materials 

 Policy FO, Student Discipline 

 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERNET AND SAFETY POLICY 

Pretty Water Public School will contact with the Internet provider to assure that the 
children’s Internet filtering and an Internet safety policy meets all standards required. 

Adopted by Pretty Water School Board of Education 06-27-03. 

 

LIBRARY 

Ample opportunity will be given students to make adequate and effective use of the 
library facilities.  Library procedures and policy are under the direction of the librarian.  
Fees or fines will be assessed for damaged, lost, and overdue books and materials.  
Students may be liable for destroying or failure to return library materials.  (21 O.S. 
1739) 

 

MINOR EMERGENCY RELEASE FORMS 

Parents are asked to sign a form that will authorize the school to secure treatment for their 
child in case of an accident when the parent cannot be reached.  NOTE:  If you have any 
questions concerning this matter please feel free to contact the school. 

 

MOTORIZED CYCLES 

It shall be the policy of Pretty Water School to permit students to ride motorized cycles to 
school only after the following information has been presented to the superintendent and 
filed appropriately. 

1.  A valid Oklahoma operator’s license. 
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2.  Proof of insurance. 

3.  A letter from student’s parents/legal guardian(s) requesting permission for 
student to ride said motorcycle to school and releasing the school of any liability. 

Students will be permitted to ride the cycle to school.  They will not be permitted to be in 
the proximity of the cycle during normal school hours and will be permitted to leave on 
the cycle at the end of the school day.  The student must exhibit responsibility in obeying 
all safety issues and will not be permitted to ride other students on the cycle while on 
school property.  (adopted by the Board of Education 3-7-95) 

 

OBSCENITY/PROFANITY 

Obscene materials including, but not limited to illustrations (drawing, paintings, 
photographs, etc.) and oral or written materials (books, letters, poems, tapes, CDs, videos, 
etc.) which are commercially or student produced is prohibited. 

Profanity, including but not limited to: gesture, symbols, verbal, written, etc. is prohibited 
at school and all school sponsored activities. 

 

ORDER TROUBLEMAKERS AWAY 

In 1973, the Oklahoma legislature enacted Section 24-131 of Title 70, Oklahoma 
Statutes, which empowered the chief administrative officer of public schools to remove 
or order the removal of persons who interfere with the peaceful conduct of activities at 
school districts, or who commit any acts which interfere with the peaceful conduct of 
educational activities.  The law spoke to the removal of such persons only from school 
buildings and school property. 

In the 1995 legislative session, Section 24-131.1 was added to Title 70 to include the 
removal of persons from “sanctioned athletic events”.  The statute now also defines the 
“premises of the secondary school”. 

Therefore, current law permits the chief administrative officer, who may be the principal, 
superintendent, or other person in charge of the management, administration or control of 
any secondary school, to direct the removal of any person who during the period of a 
sanctioned athletic event, conducts any act which materially and substantially interferes 
with the peaceful conduct of a sanctioned athletic event, including projecting an object 
which could cause bodily harm to another person; entering the physical boundaries of a 
sanctioned athletic event for the purpose of disrupting or interfering with the event; or 
threatening to kill or inure any person with the apparent ability to do so during the period 
of the athletic event; or using violent, obscene, indecent, or profane language in a manner 
which materially and substantially interferes with the peaceful conduct of the event.   

The statue provides the refusal of such persons to remove themselves when so ordered to 
be a misdemeanor. 
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PARTIES/HOMEROOM MOTHERS 

Three (3) parties, Halloween, Christmas, and Valentine’s Day are scheduled for 
Kindergarten through fourth grade.  Fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grade parties will be 
announced.  Teachers will be responsible for obtaining Homeroom mothers. 

 

Students are not permitted to have birthday parties or bring treats to school.  If students 
wish to bring party invitations to distribute, they must invite all students or girls must 
invite all girls and boys must invite all boys.  If you cannot comply with this, please do 
not pass out invitations during school hours. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

House Bill 1017 requires students to have a set amount of time for physical education; 
therefore, students of Pretty Water School are required to participate in physical 
education unless excused by a doctor’s statement or a note from the parent stating the 
nature of the student’s illness or injury.  Failure to participate without excuse will result 
in disciplinary action. 

All physical education students must have gym shoes.  Students will not be permitted to 
wear outdoor shoes, socks or bare feet on the gym floor.  This is a safety and health issue. 

 

PLAYGROUND RULES 

1.  Report to teacher on duty immediately if there is a problem. 

2. Stay in assigned area 

3. Keep away from any stray animals. 

4. Only go down slides sitting down, facing forward. 

5. No jumping out of swings or off slides. 

6. No throwing rocks anywhere on playground. 

7. No kicking basketballs. 

8. When bell rings, line up on time. 

Breaking a playground rule will keep you from getting the rest of your recess. 

 

PROFICIENCY-BASED PROMOTION 

Proficiency Based Promotion provides the opportunity for students to move forward by 
subject, course and/or grade level based upon mastery of an exam.  A score of 90% or 
higher must be met to be considered for proficiency-based promotion and/or credit. 
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Tests for proficiency based promotion for grades 1 - 8 will be given annually at Pretty 
Water School, at the end of each school year, if a request is made. Applications and 
information are available at the Superintendent’s office. 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
A schedule of progress reports will be sent home with students at the beginning of the 
school year, as well as instructions for signing a returning the reports.  In 5th through 8th 
grades we begin sending progress reports after the first two weeks of the quarter in order 
to keep parents informed as to how their child is doing.  Please keep in mind, however, 
that an early progress report may reflect a very low grade simply because your child has 
not turned in one or two assignments. 

 

PROMOTION AND RETENTION POLICY 

It shall be the policy of Pretty Water School in compliance with House Bill 1056 (HOB. 
1056, Section I) that whenever a teacher or teachers recommend that a student be retained 
at the present grade level or not passed in a course, the parent or guardian, if dissatisfied 
with the recommendation, may appeal the decision by complying with the district’s 
appeal process.  The decision of the Board of Education shall be final.  The parent may 
prepare a written statement to be placed in and become a part of the permanent record of 
the student stating the reason(s) for disagreeing with the decision of the board. 

REPORT CARDS 

Report cards will be sent at the end of each 9 weeks period.  
 

RULES OF THE CLASSROOM 
1. Students will bring textbook, paper, pen, pencil, and any other materials required by 
the             
    teacher. 
2. Students are to be on time for class. Detention will be assigned for excessive tardiness         
    at the discretion of the teacher 
3. Always be polite.  Extend courtesy and aid to those around you.  Use words like 

“Please” and “Thank you”.  Try to never embarrass anyone.  Always treat others, as      
you would like to be treated.  Always be positive, no negative put-downs. 

4.  Homework is due on the day for which it was assigned unless an excused absence has             
occurred.   

5.  It is your responsibility to make up work after an excused absence.   
6.  The bell does not dismiss the class – the teacher does. 
7.  All guests should be treated with respect. 
8.  YOU ARE HERE TO LEARN.  If you do not understand something, it is your   
       responsibility to ask.                                    
9.   Gum chewing will NOT be permitted on the school campus or on the school buses. 
      Candy may not be eaten on school grounds without teacher permission (except  
       in the cafeteria). 
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10.  The class will proceed in an orderly fashion.  Students must be respectful to others at     
       all times.  If you wish to speak, raise your hand and you will be recognized. 
11   There will be no running, pushing or shoving permitted in the halls or classrooms.   
       Keep your hands and feet to yourself. 
12.  Changing of classes should be done in an orderly fashion with no running, kicking,  
       hitting, or wasting of time. 
13.  Obscene, profane, vulgar or disrespectful language, hitting other students, mocking 
      destruction of property, stealing, cheating, bad manners, threatening other students        
     (including joking)      WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AT ANY TIME. 

14. Alcohol, drugs, or tobacco (smoking or smokeless) will not be tolerated at any time.  
Parents will be contacted immediately of these infractions and strict disciplinary 
action will be taken according to school policy. 

15. Students destroying school property or the property of others will be required to 
replace or reimburse for the damages and should expect some sort of disciplinary 
action.   

16. Students are not permitted to bring personal items (balls, skateboards, radios, toys,                     
      stuffed animals, trading cards, playing cards) to school.       

17. Students are not allowed to bring live animals to school.            

18.  If there is a problem, please talk to your teacher FIRST. 

Daily classroom disruptive behavior modification, consequences, reward system, etc. 
pertaining to each grade level will be discussed in class and a copy sent home with each 
student. 

IF EVERYONE COOPERATES, WE SHOULD HAVE A HAPPY AND 
PRODUCTIVE SCHOOL YEAR. 

 

SCHOOL TRIPS 

While on school trips the student should always bear in mind that he or she is a 
representative of the school and should conduct himself/herself as a good citizen at all 
times.  ALL students who are furnished school transportation on a trip must return by the 
same mode of transportation, unless written permission signed by the student’s parent is 
given to the sponsor prior to leaving on the trip.  The parent may tell the sponsor in 
person about the mode of transportation.  If there is any doubt on the part of the sponsor 
as to authenticity of the note, the sponsor’s word will be final.   
 
If a field or class trip is scheduled, parents may be asked to help sponsor a class.  Parents 
are asked to not bring preschool children with them.  The ability to sponsor students is 
hampered when younger children must be watched.   
 

 

 



 26

SEARCH AND SEIZURE POLICY 

The Superintendent, a teacher, or any security personnel of the District, upon reasonable 
suspicion, shall have the authority to detain and search or authorize the search of any 
student or property in the possession of the student when the student is on any school 
premises, is in transit under the authority of the District, or is attending any function 
sponsored or authorized by the District.   

The Superintendent, teacher, or security personnel searching or authorizing the search 
shall have the authority to detain the student to be searched and to preserve any 
dangerous weapons, controlled dangerous substances, intoxicating beverages, non-
intoxicating beverages, or missing or stolen property.  A search may be conducted for 
dangerous weapons, controlled dangerous substances, intoxicating beverages, non-
intoxicating beverages, or missing or stolen property.   

A search of a student shall be conducted by a person of the same sex as the person being 
searched and shall be witnessed by at least one other authorized person who shall be of 
the same sex as the person being searched if practicable.  The extent of any search 
conducted pursuant to this section will be reasonable related to the objective of the search 
and not excessively intrusive in light of the age and/or sex of the student and the nature of 
the infraction.  In no event shall a strip search of the student be allowed.  No students 
clothing, except cold weather outer gear, shall be removed prior to or during the conduct 
of any warrant-less search.   

Any student found to be in possession of dangerous weapons, controlled dangerous 
substances, intoxicating beverages, non-intoxicating beverages, or missing or stolen 
property may be suspended by the Superintendent according to the policy on suspension. 

Students shall not have any reasonable expectation of privacy in the content of school 
lockers, desks, or other school property.  School personnel shall have access to school 
lockers, desks, and other school property in order to properly supervise the welfare of 
students.  School lockers, desks, and other areas of school facilities may be opened and 
examined by school officials at any time, and no reason shall be necessary for such 
search.      

 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 601 

Every person who, without justifiable or excusable cause with intent to do bodily harm, 
commits any assault, battery, or assault and battery upon the person of a referee, umpire, 
timekeeper, coach, player, participant, official, spots reporter or any person having 
authority in connection with any amateur or professional athletic contest, is punishable by 
imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six (6) months or by a fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
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SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

Behavior shown toward another person without un-coerced consent that is personally 
offensive to that person.  It debilitates morale and therefore interferes with the working or 
learning effectiveness of its victims and their peers.  Includes, but is not limited to:  
gestures, jokes, propositions, threats, leering, touching (grabbing, pinching, “brushing up 
against” another person, etc.), symbolic, verbal and written communications with sexual 
innuendoes, and the dissemination of information (gossip), true or false, about a person. 

    

 

SPORTS 

Those students participating in sports/athletics must have a physical examination on file, 
as well as parental consent.  Physical exams are required beginning at the Fifth Grade 
level. 

There will be after school practices and a scheduled time for pick up of your child from 
these practices and games.  Please be prompt or make arrangements to have your child 
picked up on time. 

 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  

PARENTS RIGHTS IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 

As the parent/guardian/surrogate parent of a child who is receiving a formal evaluation 
and/or special education services, YOU HAVE CERTAIN RIGHTS ACCORDING TO 
STATE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS.  They are explained below in an abbreviated 
form.  If you have any questions about special education services for your child or about 
these rights, please contact the State Department of Education, Special Education 
Services, 405/521-3351, or your local school/public agency. 

RECORDS:  You have the right to: 

1. inspect and review your child’s education records which shall be maintained 
confidentially at all stages;      

2. ask for an explanation of any item in the records; 

3. have a representative inspect and review the records; 

4. request copies of records; the school/public agency may charge reasonable fees for 
copies but fees may not prevent the right to access; 

5. be informed, on request, of locations of records being collected or used; 

6. ask for an amendment of any record you feel is inaccurate, misleading, violates 
privacy rights; 

7. request a hearing if the school/public agency does not voluntarily amend records 
about which you have concern; 
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8. give or withhold consent to disclose your child’s records; 

9. be informed of persons that have accessed the records; 

10. be informed before information in your child’s file is to be destroyed 

CONSENT:  Your consent must be given prior to an evaluation and before initial 
placement is made in special education.  You may withhold or revoke consent at any 
time, understanding that in such cases the school/public agency has the right to request a 
hearing to determine if your child should be evaluated or initially placed in a special 
education program.   

PRIOR NOTICE:  You must be given written prior notice a reasonable time before the 
school/public agency proposes or refuses to:  initiate or change the identification, 
evaluation, or educational placement to your child or provision of a free, appropriate 
public education to your child.  This written notice must include the following: 

1. description of the action proposed or refused by the school/public agency, 
explanation of why school/public agency proposes or refuses to take action, and a 
description of any options the school/public agency considered and the reasons why 
those options were rejected. 

2. a description of each evaluation procedure, test, record, or report the school/public 
agency uses as a basis for the proposal or refusal; and  

3. a description of any other factors which are relevant to the school’s/public agency’s 
proposal or refusal. 

The notice must be in your native language or other mode of communication, unless it is 
clearly not feasible to do so.  If your native language or other mode of communication is 
not a written language, the school/public agency shall take steps to ensure that:     

1. the notice is translated orally or by other means to you in your native language or 
other mode of communication. 

2. you understand the contents of the notice, and 

3. there is written evidence that these responsibilities have been met. 

PROTECTION IN EVALUATION PROCEDURES:  Testing and evaluation materials 
shall be provided and administered in your child’s native language or other mode of 
communication, unless it is clearly not feasible to do so; be validated for the specific 
purpose for which they are used; and be administered by trained personnel in 
conformance with the instructions provided by their producer.  No single procedure will 
be used as the sole criterion for determining an appropriate education program for your 
child, and the evaluation will be made by a multi-disciplinary team or group of persons, 
including one teacher or other specialist with knowledge in the area of suspected 
disability.  Your child will be assessed in all areas related to the suspected disability, 
including, where appropriate:  health, vision, hearing, social and emotional status, 
general intelligence, academic performance, communicative status, and motor abilities.  
You have the right to receive a description of each evaluation procedure, test, record, or 
report the school/public agency uses in this process.  You have the right to have a re-
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evaluation conducted for your child every three years or more often if warranted of if 
your child’s teacher requests it.   

INDEPENDENT EVALUATION:  You have the right to: 

1. be informed where an independent evaluation may be obtained; 

2.  be informed of the procedures for obtaining an independent evaluation at public 
expense and the conditions under which such an evaluation may be obtained; 

3. an independent evaluation at public expense if the school’s/public agency’s 
evaluation is determined to be inappropriate; 

4. have the independent evaluation considered when placement and program decisions 
are made. 

LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT:  You have the right to: 

1. have your child educated with non-handicapped children to the maximum extent 
appropriate; 

2. have your child educated in the regular educational environment unless the nature or 
severity of your child’s handicap is such that education in regular classes with the 
use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily; 

3. have a continuum of alternative placement available for consideration; 

4. have placement in the school your child would attend if non-handicapped unless the 
individualized education program requires some other arrangement; 

5. have your child provided an equal opportunity to participate in non-academic and 
extracurricular services and activities; 

6. have consideration be given to any potential harmful affect on your child or on the 
quality of services your child needs. 

INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP):  You have the right to know that 
the local school/public agency shall give you the opportunity to participate in IEP 
development and all IEP review for your child. (300.345) 

1. request an impartial due process hearing to question the identification, evaluation or 
placement of your child, or to question the provision of a free appropriate public 
education; 

2. have a hearing decision from a state appointed hearing officer; 

3. be told of any free or low-cost legal and other relevant services available; 

4. see a statement of the qualifications of the hearing officer; 

5. be advised and accompanied at the hearing by counsel and/or individuals with 
special knowledge or training in problems of the handicapped; 

6. have your child present; 

7. have the hearing open or closed to the public; 
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8. present evidence and confront, cross-examine, and compel the attendance of 
witnesses; 

9. prohibit the introduction of any evidence at the hearing that has not been disclosed at 
least five days before the hearing; 

10. have a written or electronic verbatim record of the hearing; 

11. obtain written findings of fact and written decision within 45 days after the State 
Department of Education receives the initial request for the hearing; 

12. request an appeal of the hearing decision; 

13. appeal, in court, a decision from the appeal hearing officer; 

14. have your child remain in his or her present education placement while the 
administrative proceedings are pending, unless you and the school/public agency 
agree otherwise; 

15. request that certain fees incurred by you during these proceedings be paid by the 
school/public agency should you “prevail” in such proceedings, subject to the 
provision of the Handicapped Children’s Protection Act of 1986. 

HOW TO REQUEST A DUE PROCESS HEARING: A request for a due process 
hearing must be in writing, signed and addressed to the local school administrator, and 
include your child’s name, date of birth, current grade or class placement, and the reason 
for challenging the identification, evaluation, placement or appropriateness of the 
education for your child.  A copy of this request must also be mailed to the State 
Department of Education, Special Education Services, 2500 North Lincoln Boulevard, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73105-4599. 

  The evaluation may include assessments in:  

 Intelligence and Cognitive Ability  

  Achievement and Knowledge 

   Information Processing and Perceptual Functioning 

 Development 

 Adaptive Behavior 

 Language Development, Articulation, Voice and Fluency, and Communication 

 Social-Emotional Functioning 

 Motor Functioning 

 

STUDENT LOCKERS 
All students grades 7 - 8 will have lockers assigned to them by their homeroom teachers.  
Students are expected to keep their lockers clean and are not to write on, or inside the 
locker.  Stickers on the outside or inside are not permitted.  Lockers are not to be defaced 
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in any manner.  Lockers do not belong to individual students-they are the property of 
Pretty Water School.  Lockers are subject to inspection by the Teacher or Superintendent. 

 

 

STUDENT RECORDS 

FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND PROVACY ACT  

(FERPA) POLICY 

The Pretty Water School District will maintain and release directory information without 
the parent’s prior written consent according to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act of 1974 which permits school districts to release certain information concerning 
students, unless the parent-or student is over 18-informs the district that any or all of the 
following information should not be released without prior consent.   

 

The following information is designed as directory information:  

 student’s name, address, telephone listing, and date and place of birth; 

 parent or lawful custodian’s name, address, and telephone listing; 

 major field of study and grade level classification, (Example: elementary, seventh 
grade, sophomore); 

 student’s participation in officially recognized activities and sports; 

 weight and height of members of athletic teams; 

 dates of attendance, date of enrollment, withdrawal, re-entry; 

 diplomas, certificates, awards and honors received; 

 most recent previous educational agency or institution attended by the student. 

Each year this school district will give the public notice of the categories of information, 
which it considers directory information regarding students in the district.  The school 
will allow ten days from the date of such public notice for parents to inform the 
superintendent in writing of specific directory information pertaining to such student that 
should not be released without prior consent of the parent, legal custodian, or the student 
if over the age of eighteen.  If no objection is received within ten days of the official 
notification (the distribution of this handbook on the first day of school or on the first 
date of an individual student’s enrollment, the information will be classified as directory 
information until the beginning of the next school year.    
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SUSPENSION OF STUDENTS 
In accordance with the policy of the Board of Education, the following regulations shall 
govern the suspension of students from school. 

The authority to suspend a student from a school in the school district is delegated to the 
Superintendent or designee. 

 

A.  Any student may be suspended for: 

 Acts of immorality                                                                                 

 Violations of policy or regulations 

 Possession of an intoxicating beverage, including low-point alcoholic beverages 
(37 O.S. 163.2) 

 Possession of a wireless telecommunication device in violation of school rules 

 Possession of missing or stolen property if the property is reasonably suspected to 
have been taken from a student, a school employee, or the school during school 
activities. 

 Possession of a dangerous weapon or a controlled dangerous substance 

 Possession of a firearm shall result in out-of-school suspension of not less than 
one year. 

 Any act, which disrupts the academic atmosphere of the school, endangers or 
threatens fellow students, teachers, or official, or damages property. 

 Adjudication as a delinquent for a violent or non-violent offense. 

B. A full suspension shall not extend beyond the present semester and the succeeding 
semester except for violations of the Gun-Free Schools Act which provides 
suspensions for up to one calendar year or longer. 

 
C. Except under circumstances which require the immediate removal of a student or 

students, the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) shall be informed before the student is 
released from school. 

 
D. Any student who has been adjudicated as a delinquent for a violent offense or non-

violent offense and has been removed from a public or private school in this state or 
any other state for such act, will not be enrolled in the district until such time as that 
student no longer poses a threat to self, other students, or faculty. 

 
E. Students suspended out-of-school who are on an individualized education plan 

pursuant to IDEA, P.L.  No. 101-476 shall be provided the education and related 
services in accordance with the student’s IEP. 
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F. A student who has been suspended for a violent offense, which is directed towards a 
classroom teacher, shall not be allowed to return to that teacher’s classroom without 
the approval of that teacher. 

 

PROCEDURAL STEPS TO SUSPENSION 
Before a student is suspended from school, the Superintendent or designee of that school 
shall consider and apply, if appropriate, alternative in-school placement options that are 
not to be considered suspensions.  Such placements can include an alternative school 
setting, reassignment to another classroom, or in-school detention.  If such alternate 
placement is rejected, written justification must be placed in the student’s permanent 
record. 

1. Probation.  A student may be placed on probation with or without additional 
disciplinary action.  If probation is elected by the Superintendent as a suitable 
alternative to suspension, both the students and the parent(s) or guardian(s) shall be 
notified of the probation and the reasons therefore. 

 
2. In-school placement is an alternative to out-of-school suspension.  In-school 

placement will be imposed by the student’s superintendent and the student will be 
placed in a supervised, structured environment.  This placement will not be 
considered suspension and may include an alternative school setting, reassignment to 
another classroom, or in-school detention.  Both the student and the parent(s) shall be 
notified of the placement, the reasons therefore and the right to appeal the placement 
to the suspension committee. 

 
3. Out-of-school suspensions.  A student may be suspended from a school for the 

remainder of the current semester and the entirety of the succeeding semester.  If out-
of-school suspension is prescribed, the building superintendent must justify in writing 
why in-school placement was not appropriate.  Both the student and the parent(s) 
shall be notified of the suspension, the grounds therefore and the right to appeal the 
suspension to the board of education.  A student suspended out-of-school will be 
placed in a supervised, structured environment in either a home-based schoolwork 
assignment setting or another appropriate setting.  If a student is suspended out-of-
school for five (5) days or less the district may provide an education plan.  If a student 
is suspended for more than five (5) days and is found guilty of acts as described 
above, the school administration shall provide the student with an education plan 
designed for the eventual reintegration of the student into school which provides for 
the core units in which the student is enrolled.  The minimum core units shall consist 
of English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Art.  The plan shall set out the 
procedure for education and shall address academic credit of work satisfactorily 
completed.  A copy of the plan shall be provided to the student’s parents or guardian, 
and the parents or guardian shall place the student and bear responsibility for 
monitoring the student’s educational progress until the student is readmitted to 
school. 
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APPELLATE PROCEDURES 
Any student who has been suspended under the steps listed above, or the student’s 
parent(s), may appeal the suspension to the suspension committee if the period of 
suspension is ten days or less, or to the board of education if the suspension is for more 
than ten days.  The following procedures shall govern the appellate process: 

1. The student, or the student’s parent(s), shall notify the superintendent as soon as 
possible following the suspension or the notice of the intent to suspend of their intent 
to appeal the suspension.   

2. Upon receiving notice of a students or parent(s) intent to appeal, the superintendents 
shall advise the suspension committee (short term) or the president of the board of 
education (long term).  The appeal shall be heard within ten days from the date the 
notice of intent is filed with the superintendent.  The superintendent at his/her 
discretion may permit the suspended student to attend classes pending the outcome of 
the appeal.     

3. During the hearing of the appeal, the student may be represented by legal council or 
another adult representative; may examine witnesses on his/her own behalf; cross 
examine opposing witnesses, and offer other evidence on the student’s behalf 
including his/her own testimony. 

4. The suspension committee (short term) or the board of education (long term) shall 
uphold the suspension, modify the terms of the suspension, or overrule the 
suspension.  The student and the student’s parent(s) shall be notified within five 
school days of a decision. 

5. Decisions of the suspension committee may or may not be appealed to the Board of 
Education. 

APPEAL FOR REINSTATEMENT 
Students who have been suspended for the remainder of a semester, or more, may petition 
the superintendent for reinstatement.  The superintendent may, in his/her discretion, 
schedule an informal hearing with the concerned staff.  At the hearing the student may 
present evidence of attitude or behavior modification, which would support 
reinstatement.  The superintendent may recommend reinstatement of the student or denial 
of reinstatement and submit a written report of the informal hearing to the Board of 
Education.  The board shall take whatever action it deems appropriate. 

SUSPENSION APPEALS COMMITTEE 
A suspension appeals committee is hereby established which would consist of 
administrators or teachers or a combination of administration and teachers.  The members 
of the committee will be appointed by the superintendent and may include the 
superintendent. 
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NOTE: 
70 O.S. 24-102 STATES THAT A STUDENT WHO HAS BEEN SUSPENDED 
FROM A PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SCHOOL IN THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
OR ANOTHER STATE FOR A VIOLENT ACT OR AN ACT SHOWING 
DELIBERATE OR RECKLESS DISREGARD FOR THE HEALTH OR SAFETY 
OF FACULTY OR OTHER STUDENTS SHALL NOT BE ENTITLED TO 
ENROLL IN A PUBLIC SCHOOL OF THIS STATE, AND NO PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SHALL BE REQUIRED TO ENROLL SUCH STUDENT, UNTIL THE TERMS 
OF THE SUSPENSION HAVE BEEN MET OR THE TIME OF SUSPENSION 
HAS EXPIRED. 

 

TELEPHONE USE 

Students must have a phone pass from a teacher to use the phone.  Use of the telephone 
by students is to be limited to extreme emergencies, and only with special 
permission.  NOTE:  forgotten supplies, gym shoes and homework are not considered 
extreme emergency calls. 

Telephone messages will be given to students for emergency reasons.  PLEASE MAKE 
ANY AFTERNOON ARRANGEMENT SUCH AS WHAT BUS TO RIDE, 
WHERE TO GO AFTER SCHOOL OR ANY OTHER EXTRA ACTIVITIES 
before your child leaves in the morning. 

 

TEXTBOOKS 

All textbooks are furnished free to you. They are purchased with school funds provided 
by taxpayers.  They are checked out to you to use; their condition is to be noted.  At the 
end of the year they are to be checked in (used, we hope). 

Since replacement must be new, new prices will be charged for lost books.  If you leave 
this school for another, grades will not be forwarded until all books are returned to the 
school office or classroom.   

 

TOBACCO & TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

Possession of tobacco or tobacco related products by students are prohibited at school or 
school sponsored activities pursuant to Oklahoma Law (21.O.S. Section 21-1241,1242.)  
Prohibited tobacco products and paraphernalia include, but is not limited to:  cigarettes, 
cigarette lighters, cigarette paper, cigars, snuff, chewing tobacco, cigarette holders, 
tobacco, tobacco related containers and packages, etc. Any minor in possession of the 
above materials being asked by a police officer or teacher where and from whom such 
materials were obtained, who shall refuse to furnish such information shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 



 36

USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES 

School facilities are the property of the people comprising the school district.  Employees 
are charged with their care.  It behooves all of us to make the best possible use of them 
and to make them last.  The misuse of any facilities can bring unpleasant disciplinary 
measures.  It is acknowledged that it is not your purpose to misuse or destroy; therefore, 
one should report all accidental acts that may be destructive.  The use of school facilities 
will at all times be under the supervision of a school employee. 

 

 

VISITORS 

It is the policy of Pretty Water School to provide a safe and secure learning environment 
for all students.  This protection can best be provided for your child by careful monitoring 
of visitors to the school.  ALL VISITORS to our buildings must report to the main 
office.   Your child will be called to the office if you are picking them up or need to see 
them for other reasons.  If you are here to visit with a teacher, school employee, or attend 
a meeting etc., you need to register at the office. 

Students are not to bring visitors such as friends, brothers, sisters, cousins or other 
children to visit during the school day. 

 

 

WEAPONS FREE SCHOOL POLICY 

The Pretty Water Board of Education feels that a safe environment for the students and 
employees must be provided.  To meet this goal and to comply with the Gun-Free 
Schools Act the following regulations are approved.   

1. Any student in this school district who uses or possesses a firearm at school, 
at any school sponsored event, or in or upon any school property including 
school transportation or school-sponsored transportation will be removed from 
school for not less than one full calendar year. 

Firearms are defined in Title 18 of the United States Code, Section 921, as (A) 
any weapon (including a starter gun) which will or is designed to or may 
readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive; (B) the 
frame or receiver of any such weapon; (C) any firearms muffler or firearm 
silencer; or (D) any destructive device including any explosive, incendiary or 
poison gas, bomb, grenade, rocket having a propellant charge of more than 
four ounces, missile having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than 
one-quarter ounce, mine or any device similar to the above.   

Such firearm or weapon will be confiscated and released only to proper legal 
authorities.  
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2. Oklahoma Statutes, Title 21, Section 1280.1 prohibits any person, except a 
peace officer or other person authorized by the board of education of the 
district, to have in such person’s possession of any public or private school 
property or while in any school bus or vehicle used by any school for 
transportation of students or teachers any weapon as defined below:   

 

“ . . . Any pistol, revolver, dagger, bowie knife, dirk knife, switchblade knife, spring-type 
knife, sword cane, knife having a blade which opens automatically by hand pressure 
applied to a button, spring, or other device in the handle of the knife, blackjack, loaded 
cane, billy, hand chain, metal knuckles, or any other offensive weapon.”            

Any student who violates this policy will be subject to discipline which may include 
suspension up to one full calendar year (for firearms) or for any term less than one 
calendar year (for weapons other than firearms) as determined by the superintendent or 
the superintendent’s designee.    

  

 

WEATHER ALERT 

Should it become necessary to close school for bad weather, it will be announced by 7:00 
A.M. on radio stations KRMG-74, KVOO, KWEN and television stations KJRH-2, 
KOTV-6, and KTUL-8.  Parents should make subsequent arrangements for children 
should it become necessary to dismiss school before 3:00 P.M. due to severe weather. It 
would be impossible for the school to contact every parent.  You may call the school at 
anytime concerning any change of school schedule. 

 

 

LIFE PRINCIPLES 

Responsibility – making the choice to be reliable and dependable 

Respect – Feeling honor 

Self-Discipline – the ability to choose and control one’s own actions 

Honesty – truthfulness 

Integrity – acting according to a sense of right and wrong 

Courage – strength to act even when afraid or uncertain 

Compassion – ability to share another’s feelings or ideas 

Perseverance – ability to persist or continue striving to the end 

Loyalty – faithfulness to another 

Effort – doing one’s best in an endeavor 
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Friendship – caring for and trusting others 

Cooperation – working together 

Common Sense – thinking before acting; using good judgment 

Flexibility – ability to make adjustments or alter plans 

Initiative – taking action; originating new ideas 

Curiosity – desire to learn, to explore, to investigate 

Patience – ability to wait calmly 

Problem Solving – creating solutions; finding answers 

Justice – being fair, right, and upholding what is right 

Commitment – keeping a promise or a pledge 

Esprit De Corps – devotion among members of group for each other and the group’s 
purpose 

Citizenship – behaving in a responsible manner as a citizen of a community 

Service – giving of one’s time and energies to help others 

Fortitude – strength of mind that enables a person to encounter danger or bear pain or 
adversity with courage 

Optimism – an inclination to put the most favorable construction upon actions and 
happenings or to anticipate the best possible outcome 

Humanitarianism – promotion of human welfare and social reform 

Propriety – standard of what is socially acceptable in conduct or speech 

Courtesy – consideration, cooperation, and generosity 

Temperance – moderation in action, thought, or feeling 

Dedication – setting aside for a particular purpose 

Humility – being humble, not proud or haughty, not arrogant or assertive 

Empathy – capacity for participating in another’s feelings or ideas 

Forgiveness – act of forgiving for an offense; pardoning 

Sincerity – honesty of mind; freedom from hypocrisy 

Patriotism – love for or devotion to one’s country 

Resiliency – recovering from or adjusting easily to misfortune or change 
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EIGHT EXPECTATIONS FOR LIVING 
 

Teachers helping students achieve excellence guide them in adhering to the following 
expectations: 

 We will value one another as unique and special individuals. 

 We will not laugh at or make fun of a person’s mistakes nor use sarcasm or 
putdowns. 

 We will use good manners, saying “please”, “thank you”, and “excuse me” and 
allow others to go first. 

 We will cheer each other to success. 

 We will help one another whenever possible. 

 We will recognize every effort and applaud it. 

 We will encourage each other to do our best. 

 We will practice virtuous living, using the Life Principles (Building Self-Esteem). 
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Pretty Water School Creed 
 

 

We are Pretty Water Students! 

 

We come to school with all the rest, 

To listen, learn, and do our best. 

Our minds are clear, our goals are high. 

We just might reach beyond the sky. 

 

Our uniqueness is what we bring. 

Together we can accomplish anything. 

Yesterday’s failures are now behind us, 

And we accept the challenges that lay before us. 

We claim responsibility for our own actions, 

And promise to not be a distraction. 

 

We will make today the very best, 

For this day helps determine all the rest. 

The education we receive today, 

Will help to shape our tomorrows. 

 

We have the power! 

That panther power! 

 

We have the power! 

That Pretty Water Power! 
 

 


