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WISD DISTRICT RE-ENTRY PLAN
FALL 2020
Public schools across the nation will take on a new look this year. We, here at
WISD, are committed to providing the best possible education for our students.
With that being said, our current plan is to provide on-campus learning beginning
Wednesday, August 19th for all students. Additional sanitation plans and separation
protocols will be in place on campus, and we ask for the cooperation and patience of
all students, staff, parents, and community members. This process has been a
collaborative effort with guidance from the CDC, TEA, and both regional and local
authorities. As this situation continues to be ever-changing, flexible contingency
plans will be maintained to allow for adapting during changing conditions.












Parents and guardians are the frontline of defense for our school. Please
ensure that students are symptom free before sending them to school.
Students must stay home if they have a high fever or any signs of COVID-19
are present. Students must be fever-free for a minimum of 48 hours (without
medication) before returning to school.
Bus routes will be utilized, but all members of a household must sit on the
same row. Sanitation of buses will be utilized daily.
Sanitation practices will be bolstered within the facilities before, during, and
after school. Electrostatic sprayers/foggers will be utilized along with
traditional disinfectants and wipes to sanitize surfaces.
Increased emphasis on frequent, proper hand washing will be practiced as
well as hand sanitizer stations located throughout the building.
Desks and tables will be arranged in rows as to reduce face to face interaction
among students. Group interaction will be minimal and large assemblies
avoided.
Wearing a mask, although not required at this time, is recommended and
supported for students, faculty, and staff (especially those with pre-existing
conditions). Dependent upon further state and local guidelines.
Teachers in grade 7-12 will utilize Google Classroom for assignments for
onsite and offsite learning. This will allow for a seamless transition should
distance learning become necessary. Teachers in grades PK-6 will provide
online learning opportunities as well.
Cafeteria service will be provided in the most social-distanced manner
possible. Plans are being created to minimize contact among students during
this time.
Plans for Extracurricular events will be announce as guidance is provided.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION—
Wheeler ISD families will select from two options for their children. We will
communicate the process for making the choice soon.
 Option 1: Full-time in-person on campus, with heightened hygiene
and disinfection protocols
 Option 2: Full-time virtual learning with district-provided technology
as needed. Virtual learning in this manner will be more stringent that
the Spring semester of 2020. Districts are required to provide the same
content for both on-campus and off-campus students. Grading policies
will be the same for both sets of students, homework will be aligned
with on-campus students, etc…

Parent Choice
On or about July 27, 2020, we will conduct a parent survey of parents to determine
their choice of face to face or virtual learning for each child. It is extremely important
that this survey is complete by NO LATER THAN JULY 31, 2020.
The survey will be available via the website www.wheelerschools.net as well as
Facebook at Wheeler ISD ISD.

School Year Calendar
The District calendar was revised on July 24th to include nine extra days at the
conclusion of the school year. These days will only be utilized if the District must be
out for emergency closure and the minutes are required to complete the school year.

Re-Entry: Frequently Asked Questions
If I choose one option and want to change the choice later in the year, can I make
a switch?
Changes can be made at the end of a 6-week grading period. It is highly recommended
that students only make a change at semester, if possible. Changing options mid-semester
may have a negative impact on a student’s ability to receive credit, especially in
elective courses.
How will I register for virtual school?
Parents, upon making a firm commitment to virtual instruction, will be required to
enroll either online or by setting up an appointment with the campus principal.
Can students who select virtual school still participate in athletics and
extracurricular activities?
No. Students who choose to participate in extra-curricular activities will need to
choose the in-person option.

Who will be accountable for State assessments?
Students participating in both in-person and virtual learning will be required to
participate in state (STAAR/EOC/TELPAS, etc.) testing.
How will you address social, emotional, or mental health concerns?
The school counselor, along with additional resources, is available to support
students academically, socially, and emotionally and can provide mental health
support for families who may be struggling. Contact the school principal to schedule
time with the counselor.
What will staff do if they have to quarantine due to COVID-19? Will the District
provide extra sick or personal days for staff?
Requirements to quarantine are determined by the health department. In addition to
existing leave balances in effect for employees, WISD will follow all provisions of the
Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) which is in effect through
December 31, 2020. The FFCRA provides for one-time paid leave up to 80 hours
(ten days) for persons testing positive for COVID-19. Contact the Business Office for
more information.
Will we still have open-houses, assemblies, pep rallies, etc…?
At this time, large events will occur either in a virtual setting or in small in-person
gatherings that comply with CDC guidelines. Events will be addressed on a case by
case basis.
Will students and staff be required to wear masks?
Face coverings are not mandated at this time, but they are strongly encouraged for
all staff and students. The current executive order from Governor Greg Abbott does
not require facemasks for students under the age of 10 or anyone in counties that do
not have more than 20 active coronavirus cases. Wheeler county is currently exempt
from the order (as of 7/10/20). While WISD encourages masks for everyone, we are
not currently requiring them. We especially encourage masks during passing periods
and any other time students will be in close contact.
Will buses run?
Yes, transportation will continue to be provided for all students. To improve social
distancing on buses, we are asking parents only send students on the bus if they
absolutely don’t have other transportation options. Students will be instructed with
specific safety protocols. The bus driver and students will be strongly encouraged to
wear face coverings and use hand sanitizer that will be provided. Students will
remain seated, with all members of the same household only, and keep hands and
feet to themselves. School buses will be disinfected daily.

What precautions will be in place for athletics, fine arts, and other extracurricular
activities?
Safety guidelines have been developed for conducting summer workouts, rehearsals,
and practices. The District will continue to follow all guidelines provided by UIL,
TEA, and the state.
Will students have recess or the ability to play and socialize with other students?
We are awaiting guidance from the TEA on recess activities. However, we
anticipate elementary students will have recess time with restrictions that reinforce
social distancing.
What happens if a student or a teacher tests positive for COVID-19? Will the
entire classroom have to quarantine and enroll in virtual school? What if multiple
classrooms and students/staff are impacted?
When notification of a possible exposure occurs, WISD, in accordance with local
health authorities, will begin contact tracing and complete a thorough risk
assessment. Based on this assessment, a determination as to whether an entire
classroom or multiple classrooms are required to quarantine will be made. Students
will have the opportunity to access virtual content during the quarantine period.
Can I visit my child at school to have lunch with them or for other special events?
WISD will have a district-wide NO VISITORS policy for the duration of the
COVID-19 crisis. Teacher conferences should be scheduled for after hours or via
teleconference.
Are students and staff going to be screened daily for COVID-19 symptoms?
Current state guidelines require staff members and teachers to “self-screen” daily for
coronavirus symptoms. Parents are asked to screen students at home each day.
Screening each student as they arrive at school would cause delays and interfere with
instructional time.
What are the symptoms of COVID-19 that should be checked for daily?










Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0
degrees Fahrenheit
Loss of taste or smell
Cough
Difficulty breathing
Shortness of breath
Headache
Chills
Sore throat
Shaking or exaggerated shivering




Significant muscle pain or ache
Diarrhea

Additional Information—
WISD continues to monitor state and federal guidelines and adjust as needed to
provide maximum protection of our students while providing the best education
possible in these difficult times. It is our belief that the best education, for most
students, can be provided through in-person, face-to-face instruction. We encourage
parents to keep this in mind as they make the decision for their children.

