
General Advice as You Begin Studying for the ACT 

Follow these to help you get the biggest score improvements in the least amount of 
time. 

  

#1: Always Guess 

There's no guessing penalty on the ACT, so even if you’re at the end of a section and 
have two questions left you can’t answer, it's best to just fill in random answers. You 
have a 20-25% chance of getting a question right, so take the shot! 

  

#2: Use the Process of Elimination 

Eliminating wrong answers is a good way to approach tough questions, and will 
increase your odds of getting points if you encounter a question you're not sure about 
and end up guessing on. Even though the right answer isn’t always obvious, it’s 
usually easy to spot at least one or two wrong answers, raising your odds of getting 
a question right to 33% or even 50%. 

  

#3: Don’t Get Stuck on Hard Questions 

A great strategy is to mark difficult questions and come back to them later. Timing is key 
on the ACT as you have less than a minute per question. This means that if you waste 
five minutes on a hard question, you are losing the opportunity to work on five 
more questions, which can seriously tank your score. See our guide on ACT length for 
more tips on pacing yourself. 

  

#4: Mark Questions You're Unsure About 

When practicing, don’t just correct multiple-choice questions and tally your score. 
Rather, star any questions you weren't sure about. That way, when you correct your 
answers, you can make sure to study that type of question and see why you struggled 
with it (even if you got it right). 

If you only focus on wrong answers, you could actually leave some content gaps 
unfilled. Remember, the goal isn't to study until you can get most of the answers right—
it's to study until you're confident that you won't get any questions wrong. 
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#5: Identify and Fix Weaknesses 

When correcting your answers to ACT practice questions, don't go over the answer 
explanations too quickly. You need to figure out why you got an answer wrong as 
well as how you can keep yourself from making this mistake again. Just drilling 
practice questions without understanding your true weaknesses won’t help you improve 
your score. 

We suggest taking notes on your mistakes in a notebook. This will help you keep 
track of your content weaknesses and guide your studying. 

  

#6: Don't Sweat the Essay 

The ACT Writing section, or Essay, does not affect your composite score. So if 
getting 32 is your main goal, don’t spend tons of time practicing for the Essay. You only 
have 10 days, and you'll need to use them wisely! 

While we recommend preparing for the Essay to an extent (I suggest reading our guide 
to writing the ACT Essay), don't waste precious hours practicing for this section when 
you still have big point improvements to make on other, more important sections. 
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ACT MATH 

Test Content and Requirements 

The ACT tests math skills that most students know by the beginning of grade 12 – 
which in practice means nothing beyond Algebra II. If you’re an advanced student, ACT 
math content will be very straightforward. 

The content breakdown for ACT math is: 

 Pre-Algebra (20-25%) 
 Elementary Algebra (15-20%) 
 Intermediate Algebra (15-20%) 
 Coordinate Geometry (15-20%) 
 Plane Geometry (20-25%) 
 Trigonometry (5-10%) 

#1: Pre-Algebra/Elementary Algebra 

Pre-Algebra (20-25%) 

 Basic operations using whole numbers, decimals, fractions, and integers 
 Place value 
 Square roots and approximations 
 The concept of exponents 
 Scientific notation 
 Factors 
 Ratio, proportion, and percent 
 Linear equations in one variable 
 Absolute value and ordering numbers by value 
 Elementary counting techniques and simple probability 
 Data collection, representation, and interpretation 
 Understanding simple descriptive statistics 

 A basic operations problem. 
   



 A probability problem based on 
a real-world situation. 

  

Elementary Algebra (15-20%) 

 Properties of exponents and square roots 
 Evaluation of algebraic expressions through substitution 
 Using variables to express functional relationships 
 Understanding algebraic operations 
 The solution of quadratic equations by factoring 

  



#2: Intermediate Algebra/Coordinate Geometry 

Intermediate Algebra (15-20%) 

 The quadratic formula 
 Rational and radical expressions 
 Absolute value equations and inequalities 
 Sequences and patterns 
 Systems of equations 
 Quadratic inequalities 
 Functions and modeling 
 Matrices 
 Roots of polynomials 
 Complex numbers 

  

  

 

 

 



Coordinate Geometry (15-20%) 

 Graphing and the relations between equations and graphs, including points, 
lines, polynomials, circles, and other curves 

 Graphing inequalities 
 Slope 
 Parallel and perpendicular lines 
 Distance 
 Midpoints 
 Conics 

  

 

#3: Plane Geometry/Trigonometry 

Plane Geometry (20-25%) 

 Properties and relations of plane figures, including angles and relations among 
perpendicular and parallel lines 

 Properties of circles, triangles, rectangles, parallelograms, and trapezoids 
 Transformations 
 The concept of proof and proof techniques 
 Volume 
 Applications of geometry to three dimensions 



  

Trigonometry (5-10%) 

 Trigonometric relations in right triangles 
 Values and properties of trigonometric functions 
 Graphing trigonometric functions 
 Modeling using trigonometric functions 
 Use of trigonometric identities 
 Solving trigonometric equations 

 

 

 



ACT Science Question Types 

There are three different question types you will see on ACT science. The majority of 
questions focus on having you break down data and experiments, though you will also 
have to compare conflicting viewpoints between scientists. Check out the three different 
question types below to learn more. 

  

#1: Data Representation (30-40% of Questions) 

These questions have you read graphs, interpret scatterplots, and explain information 
presented in tables. While some knowledge of the subject being tested is helpful, 
what is more important is your ability to read and understand data. As an example, 
check out this question from an ACT practice test: 

 



 

Source: ACT Assessment Practice Multiple Choice Test, 2004. 

  

The topic of this passage is metamorphic rock formation. However, you don't need to 
be an expert on that, or even know much about metamorphic rocks at all, to break 
down the chart. The question asks you which conditions a Facies G rock is most likely 
to form under. Looking at the area of the chart representing Facies G rocks, you can 
see they form with pressure between roughly 10 and 14 kb, and temperatures between 
200 and 1,000 degrees Celsius. Looking at the answer choices, only one (choice J) lists 
a pressure reading that a Facies G rock could form under. Therefore J is the correct 
answer. 

In other words, the question is testing your ability to read and interpret the graph. 
The question is not testing your knowledge of metamorphic rocks. 

  

#2: Research Summaries (45-55% of Questions) 

These questions require you to interpret the design and results of experiments. 
Again, specific content knowledge isn't as important as knowledge of the 
scientific method and data collection. Check out this example question to see what 
we mean. 

 



 

  

The topic of this passage is elaiosomes, nutritious structures in seeds that attract ants. 
However, you don't need to know much about ants, seeds, or elaiosomes to break down 
this study and know which variable was controlled. A controlled variable is a variable 
that remains constant. So all you're looking for is the variable in the experiment that was 
kept the same. Reading the study description, we see that "Two seed dishes were 
placed in each site." This makes G the correct answer. (The other answer choices, 
number of ants, mass of elaiosome of each seed, and type of seed taken by the ants, 
were not described as constant in the study summary.) 

So to get this question right, you have to know what a controlled variable is and 
how it relates to scientific study structure. You do not have to be an expert on ants 
or seed germination. This is why taking science classes and becoming knowledgeable 
in the scientific method is so important to doing well on ACT science. 

  

#3: Conflicting Viewpoints (15-20% of Questions) 

The final question type on the ACT science section tests your ability to understand, 
analyze, and compare alternate viewpoints or hypotheses. These questions will center 
around a single situation or problem, and you will read two different viewpoints and 
compare the similarities and differences. Check out the example below. 

 



 

 

 

The question is asking you to figure out the main point of disagreement between the two 
scientists. In this case, the disagreement becomes clear in the first sentence of 
each opinion.Scientist 1 says "the object was a comet," while Scientist 2 says "the 
object was a stony asteroid." This makes answer choice J ("the type of object that 
entered Earth's atmosphere") the correct choice. The scientists do not disagree on the 
other three answer choices. The location of the event (choice F) and speed of the object 
(choice G) are given in the initial description, and the scientists don't disagree on the 
density of Earth's atmosphere (choice H). 



Once again, your familiarity with the content, in this case comets and asteroids, is not 
important. What is important is your ability to read two different points of view and 
quickly hone in on similarities and differences. Even if you knew nothing about 
comets or asteroids, it would be possible to get this question right by using 
critical reading skills. 

Here's a summary chart of the types of questions you'll see on ACT Science: 

Type of Question Skills Needed 
Number of Questions (Percent of 

Questions) 

Data 
Representation 

Read and understand data About 15 questions (35%) 

Research 
Summaries 

Interpret the design and results of 
experiments 

About 18 questions (50%) 

Conflicting 
Viewpoints 

Compare, contrast, and analyze 
opposing viewpoints 

About 7 questions (15%) 

  

Bottom Line 

If you can read and interpret graphs, charts, and tables, analyze differing opinions, and 
understand the scientific method and study design, you will do well on ACT 
Science. This section tests your scientific skills, not your knowledge of scientific facts. 
As you practice for this section, focus on how well you are able to quickly read and 
understand data and experiments. Also make sure you are able to compare different 
viewpoints and find similarities and differences. 

Doing specific ACT preparation and using practice questions will help you see if your 
scientific reasoning skills are strong enough to do well on this section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What Is the ACT English Section Like? 

The ACT English section is a 75-question, 45-minute test. That comes out to just 36 
seconds per question! So you will have to work pretty quickly to complete each 
question before you run out of time. 

Also, be aware this is always the first section of the ACT, so you need to be ready to 
tackle it very early on a Saturday morning. Do some warm-up problems at home so 
you’re not starting this section cold. 

Each English test has five essays or passages, each of which is accompanied by a 
sequence of multiple-choice questions. Some of the questions ask about specific 
phrases or sentences in the passage, and some ask about a paragraph or the entire 
passage as a whole. We will explore what those questions specifically test below. 

  

What Does ACT English Cover? 

ACT English tests two broad content areas. The first is Usage and 
Mechanics (including punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure). The 
second is Rhetorical Skills (including strategy, organization, and style). Usage and 
Mechanics requires fine-tuned punctuation and grammar knowledge. Rhetorical Skills 
focuses on your comprehending of the passage as a whole and your ability to maximize 
the passage's organization and style. 

You'll receive a subscore for each of those two categories, though keep in mind 
that your overall section score is more important. (For more about how the ACT is 
scored, see our post!) So rather than worry about the subscore you'll get for each 
section, just use those two categories to help guide your studying. 

Spelling and vocabulary aren’t tested on ACT English. And while grammar rules are 
tested, you will be working with passages, meaning you can use context to help you find 
the correct answers. You won't be expected to know tricky, obscure grammar rules in 
isolation. 

Now let's look at each subsection in depth, and show you some practice questions to 
give you an idea of what you will face on ACT English. 
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Subsection 1: Usage/Mechanics 

Think of this as the nitty-gritty, detailed portion of the English test. You have to know 
punctuation rules, grammar rules, and how to construct a sentence properly to do well 
on this part. One trick for these questions is to pretend you're editing a paper for class. 
Choose the answers that make the passage as clear and precise as possible.  

  

Punctuation (10-15%) 

These questions test conventions of internal and end-of sentence punctuation. In other 
words, you have to understand correct comma, apostrophe, period, and 
semicolon use. 

Punctuation questions emphasize the relationship of punctuation to meaning. In other 
words, how can you use punctuation to make sure the writing is as clear as 
possible? Make sure to take the entire sentence into account, even if the question asks 
about the punctuation of just a short phrase. Check out the example below to see what 
we mean. 

  

 



  

 
Source: ACT Assessment Practice Multiple-Choice Test. 

  

Although the question is asking about the correct punctuation to use for the phrase 
"charcoal gray suits," you have to take the entire sentence into account to make 
sure you choose the correct answer choice. The phrase comes at the end of a list of 
various subway passengers, ending with "a group of stockbrokers in crisp, charcoal 
gray suits."  Since commas are used to separate items in lists, you do not need to add a 
comma after the last item in a list. Thus, you can leave this phrase alone and select F., 
No Change. 

In other words, our process here was to take into account the sentence as a whole, 
and use that to guide our punctuation choice. Never focus on just the short phrase 
when doing ACT English questions. Always make sure your answer choice makes 
sense in the entire sentence. 

  

Grammar and Usage (15-20%) 

These questions test your understanding of grammar rules like agreement between 
subject and verb, agreement between pronoun and antecedent, and agreement 
between modifiers and the word modified. Verb formation, pronoun case, and formation 
of comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs are also tested. Finally, you 
have to be aware of idiomatic usage. 

While we won't explain each individual grammar rule in this post, you can refer to our 
complete ACT grammar guide to get a more in-depth look at what you'll see on this 
section. And check out the example below to see what an ACT grammar question can 
look like. 
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 Source: ACT Assessment Practice Multiple-Choice Test. 

  

The question is seeing if you can identify correct and incorrect forms of a verb tense. 
You have to decide which of the four answer choices would be incorrect. One simple 
way to do this is to plug each of the answer choices into the sentence and see if they fit 
correctly. By doing this, it's easy to pick out that choice H., "played," does not fit in the 
sentence, making it the right answer. 

This question is an example of an ACT English question that asks you which choice 
is NOT acceptable in the sentence. Make sure you are reading these questions 
carefully so you don't make the silly mistake of choosing an answer that is 
acceptable in the sentence! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sentence Structure (20-25%) 

These questions test your understanding of relationships between and among clauses, 
placement of modifiers, and shifts in construction. So while the previous two question 
types tested punctuation and grammar in short phrases, these questions your ability 
to understand the relationship between clauses in order to form correct 
sentences. Check out the example below to see what this looks like. 

  

  

 

 Source: ACT Assessment Practice Multiple-Choice Test. 

  

Even though the question only looks like it's asking about a few words, it's actually 
testing your ability to link the clauses "About three and half million people a day 
ride the subways" and "I think maybe I might have possibly have met them 
all."  As it stands, these clauses have been grouped next to each other with nothing to 
link them, so choice A (No Change) can't be correct. So now you have to decide the 



word that best links the two clauses. Testing the choices in the sentence, only choice B. 
"subways, and" makes sense. The conjunction "and" links the two clauses as a 
sequence. The other two choices, "which" and "actually," would imply comparison which 
doesn't make sense in context. 

In short, make sure to keep an eye on the sentence as a whole and find the answer 
that makesthe relationship between clauses as clear and natural as possible. 

  

Subsection 2: Rhetorical Skills 

Think of this as the “big picture” part of the ACT English test. Rather than correcting 
individual sentences, you are now thinking about the passage and argument as a 
whole. You have to find the answer choices that make the ideas, organization, and style 
of the passage the clearest. We'll dive into the subcategories below. 

  

Strategy (15-20%) 

Strategy questions test how well you can develop a given topic by choosing words 
or phrases that match an essay's audience and purpose. You also have to judge 
the effect of adding, revising, or deleting supporting material. Ask yourself, does the 
extra material add to the argument, or just confuse it? 

You have to judge the relevance of possible additional statements in context, and 
choose whether to include them or not. For these questions, you have to take the 
entire passage into account and carefully consider whether the possible revision 
clarifies or confuses the passage's message. For example, check out the example 
below, which asks about the entire passage. 



 Source: ACT 
Assessment Practice Multiple-Choice Test.  

  

You have to figure out two things: first, whether or not you should make the addition, 
and second, why you should or should not. We won't make you read the entire passage 
for this post, but when faced with a style question like this, consider the material 
the passage has already introduced. Would adding the sentence enhance the 
passage's point or confuse it? Only choose to add a statement if it directly ties to 
information already introduced in the passage. 

  

Organization (10-15%) 

The organization questions test how well you organize ideas and choose effective 
opening, transitional, and closing sentences. These questions tend to focus on the 
beginning and ends of paragraphs, so again, it's important to have a solid grasp of the 
passage's meaning as a whole to do well here. 

Here's an example of what an organization question might ask: 



 

  

 

Source: Preparing for the ACT, 2014-15. 

  

Given the content of the paragraph, you need to find the choice that most naturally 
leads into the first sentence. The paragraph starts with a description of biking that 
leads into a longer description of nature. Although this makes choice C, "Nature always 
impresses me," tempting, you need to make sure the first few sentences still make 
sense. In this case, "Bicyclists streak past" best introduces the description of bikers. 
This makes the answer A, "No Change." 

For organization questions, make sure to consider both the paragraph's overall point, 
but also think about how to make smooth, logical transitions. 
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Style (15-20%) 

These questions test how well you select precise and appropriate words and images, 
maintain the level of style and tone in an essay, manage sentence elements for 
rhetorical effectiveness, and avoid ambiguous pronoun references, wordiness, and 
redundancy. Again, it's important to have a solid grasp of the passage's tone and 
meaning to get these questions right. 

  

  

  

 

Source: Preparing for the ACT, 2014-15. 

  

The question asks you to choose a phrase that communicates the narrator's "positive, 
friendly attitude." The phrase in the passage, "moves slowly," as well as choice C, 
"proceeds carefully," are pretty neutral, so you can eliminate them. Choice B, "travels 
safely," is positive but not particularly friendly. This leaves choice D, "purrs softly," as 
the correct answer. 

  

https://web.archive.org/web/20150205070856/http:/www.act.org/aap/pdf/Preparing-for-the-ACT.pdf


 

Format of the ACT Reading 

The ACT Reading section asks 40 questions in 35 minutes. There are three single 
passages and one set of paired passages (usually either in the Prose Fiction or 
Humanities subject areas). Since there are four different categories of passage, this 
means 10 questions after each one. Each of these questions has four answer choices, 
A, B, C, and D. 

Since there are more questions than there are minutes, this leaves you with about 52 
seconds per question. Actually, it will be considerably less since you'll be spending a 
portion of your time reading. This is a doable task, but you'll want to spend some time 
working on the best ways to manage your time. 

In terms of the entire test, the Reading section is the third section you do, right after you 
have a break. This can be really good timing, as the first two sections get you warmed 
up and then you have a quick break to refresh and refocus. 

Just like the order of sections, the Reading is consistent in what kinds of passages 
it presents to you. Let's take a look at the subject areas from which the passages are 
taken. 

  

Types of Passages 

The five passages on the Reading section always come from these four topic 
areas: humanities, social studies, natural sciences, and literary fiction. You're not 
expected to have any pre-existing knowledge about any of the passage topics. 
Everything you need to know to answer the questions will be there in the text. 

Since these topics can cover a large number of subtopics, this chart breaks it down a 
little more specifically, along with some examples of passage sources from sample ACT 
Reading questions that introduce passages and help you put them into context. As 
you can see with the Natural Sciences passage, the blurb might define any subject-
specific words that you might need to know to understand the text. 

A typical social studies passage might be taken from a textbook, a natural sciences 
passage from an article, a literary narrative direct from a book, and a humanities 
passage from an essay or memoir. 

Passage 
Subject 

Subtopics Sample ACT Passage Introductions 
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Social 
Studies 

anthropology, archaeology, 
biography, business, economics, 

education, geography, history, 
political science, psychology, 

and sociology. 

This passage is adapted from the chapter 
“Personality Disorders” in Introduction to 

Psychology, edited by Rita L. Atkinson and 
Richard C. Atkinson (1981). 

Natural 
Sciences 

anatomy, astronomy, biology, 
botany, chemistry, ecology, 

geology, medicine, meteorology, 
microbiology, natural history, 

physiology, physics, technology, 
and zoology. 

This passage is adapted from the article “How to 
Build a Baby’s Brain” by Sharon Begley (1997 by 

Newsweek, Inc.). In this selection, the term 
neuron refers to a specialized cell of the nervous 
system, and tomography refers to a method of 
producing three-dimensional images of internal 

structures. 

Literary 
short stories, excerpts from 

novels, memoirs, or personal 
essays 

This passage is adapted from the novel The Men 
of Brewster Place by Gloria Naylor (1998). 

Humanities 

architecture, art, dance, ethics, 
film, language, literary criticism, 

music, philosophy, radio, 
television, and theater. 

This passage is adapted from “A Poem of One’s 
Own,” an essay by Mary Jo Salter in which she 

discusses feminist literary critics’ recent 
reappraisal of women’s writing. The essay was 
taken from Audiences and Intentions: A Book of 

Arguments (1994). 

  

  

If you feel much more confident about reading about the natural sciences, for example, 
than about social studies, you might choose to locate that passage in your Reading 
section and do that one first. Some students skip around so they can answer 
questions about their favorite subjects first. The questions are not ordered by difficulty, 
so it's fine to choose your own order, as long as you're not wasting valuable time trying 
to choose where to start. 

Now that you have a sense of what kind of passages you'll encounter, let's talk about 
the skills tested on the ACT Reading section. 

  



 

You'll need some different skills for the ACT Reading. 

  

Skills Tested on ACT Reading 

What skills do you need to bring to the table to understand and answer questions about 
these passages? According to the ACT, you must use referring and reasoning skills to 
accomplish the following: 

 Understand main ideas 
 Locate details within a passage and interpret them 
 Interpret sequence of events and flow of ideas 
 Make comparisons 
 Understand cause-effect relationships 
 Determine the meaning of words, phrases, and statements in context (these are 

usually straightforward, but may be used in an unusual or significant way in 
context) 

 Draw generalizations 
 Analyze the author's or narrator's tone and purpose 

These are all skills that you develop and improve upon in your English classes. You can 
further hone your skills by reading widely and often. 

The ACT asks 5 main types of questions in order to test these skills. I'll break 
down these 5 question types and give examples below so you know exactly what to 
expect and how you can prepare. 

  



Types of ACT Reading Questions 

The 5 main types of questions on the ACT Reading test these skills of understanding 
main ideas, locating details, and interpreting purpose and voice. Not only will you 
keep a close eye on what's directly stated, you'll also be called upon to interpret and 
analyze implied meanings. There's not huge leeway for interpretation, though - even 
seemingly subjective questions will only ever have one 100% unambiguously 
correct answer. 

Without further ado, the 5 types of questions on the ACT Reading: 

  

1. Main Idea 

These questions ask you about the main point or theme of the passage. 

For example: The main point of this passage is to: 

A. illustrate the importance of genetics in the formation of a baby's brain. 
B. illustrate the importance of stimulation and experience in the formation of a baby's 
brain. 
C. indicate the great need for conducting further research on babies' brains. 
D. compare the latest research on babies' brains with similar research conducted fifteen 
years ago. 

 
2. Detail  

These questions will often refer you to a specific line in the text and ask what it 
means. 

For example: The fourth paragraph (lines 31-37) establishes all of the following 
EXCEPT: 

A. that Abshu had foster brothers 
B. that the Masons maintained a clean house. 
C. how Mother Mason felt about the location of their house. 
D. what Abshu remembered most about his years with the Masons. 
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3. Vocabulary 

These questions will point you to a specific word or phrase and ask what it means or 
how it functions in context. These questions often point to a common word or phrase 
that might be being used in an unusual way. 

For example: As it is used in line 65, the term the edge refers to a place where Abshu 
felt: 

A. most alive 
B. unfulfilled 
C. defeated 
D. most competitive 

 
4. Function & Development 

These questions ask you to describe the effect of a phrase, sentence, or paragraph 
in the context of an entire passage. Function questions tend to be about smaller 
amounts of text: 

For example: The narrator’s statement “I am looking at the MOON, I told myself, I am 
looking at the MOON” (lines 60–62) is most nearly meant to: 

F. reflect the excitement of the astronauts as they prepare to land. 
G. illustrate the narrator’s disappointment with the moon’s barren appearance. 
H. express the narrator’s irritation at having to wait for Apollo to land. 
J. convey the narrator’s awe at the event that is being broadcast. 

  

Development questions, on the other hand, will as you to think about larger ideas. How 
are ideas arranged within the passage? Does the passage introduce its thesis right 
away, or eventually build up to its main point? Does it offer countering opinions, or does 
each paragraph expand on the previous? 

For example: The last paragraph of Passage A (lines 37-49) marks a shift in the 
passage from: 

A. a description of events leading up to a sudden action by the narrator to a reflection 
on the intentions and meanings behind that action. 
B. an overview of a family dilemma to an explanation of how the narrator solved that 
dilemma. 
C. an example of the narrator's typical response to family events to an analysis of the 
narrator's personality. 

https://blog.prepscholar.com/vocab-in-context-questions-and-strategies-for-act-reading
https://blog.prepscholar.com/function-and-development-questions-on-act-reading


D. a chronology of a historical event to a summary of the narrator's circumstances at the 
time. 

 
5. Implied Ideas  

These are inference questions. What does a line, paragraph, or the whole passage 
imply? 

For example: It can reasonably be inferred from the passage that which of the following 
is a cherished dream that Abshu expects to make a reality in his lifetime? 

A. Establishing himself financially so as to be able to bring his original family back under 
one roof 
B. Seeing the children at the community center shift their interest from sports to the 
dramatic arts 
C. Building on the success of the community center by opening other centers like it 
throughout the state 
D. Expanding for some, if not all, of the children the vision they have of themselves and 
their futures 

  

These examples illustrate the question types, but if you want to see the passages they 
refer to and understand them in context, you can read them them here, as well as try 
the remaining questions.  

To equip yourself with the tools you need to tackle these questions, you should study up 
on the literary terms you've learned in your English classes. Don't just study their 
definitions, but actively apply them to texts that you read, as you'll have to do on the 
ACT Reading. There's a big difference between knowing that tone refers to the attitude 
a work takes towards its subjects or audience, whether it be formal, playful, or 
condescending, and actually determining the tone of a given text. 

Let's touch on some other approaches and strategies you need to know to excel on 
the ACT Reading. 
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Tips and Strategies for the ACT Reading 

By knowing how the test works, you're already taking an informed approach to the ACT 
Reading and eliminating the chance of unexpected surprises on test day. You also want 
to plan your approach for reading the passages and balancing your time between 
reading and answering questions. Is it better to read the passage or the questions 
first? Should you read thoroughly or skim? You can learn more about the best 
approaches for ensuring your reading comprehension while making good time here. 

Your mindset plays an important role in your reading comprehension, too. If you can 
try to make yourself really interested in the passages and intrigued by the random 
information you're about to learn, you'll actually be able to read faster and retain 
more.  Read this article for more tips on the best way to practice ACT Reading. 

The ACT tests your ability to recall information quickly and use evidence to back up 
your answers. The best way to practice these skills is through ACT Reading test 
prep with high quality questions and simply through reading extensively in and out of 
school. While this approach is more difficult to measure, frequent reading will make you 
a sharper and better reader over time. 

For more strategies for conquering the ACT Reading section, you can read 
all the important tips from this perfect 36 scorer. Again, knowing exactly what's on the 
test is the first step in your preparation, so you're already making progress in your quest 
to conquer the ACT Reading. 
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