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welcome
to WHEELER high school

The high school experience is an exciting step as you begin to explore pathways that will 

take you on your life’s journey after you graduate. The Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

Programs of Study guidebook will help you make wise and thoughtful decisions that will 

put you in the best position for success in your world after high school.

Parents and students are urged to carefully review the information contained in the guide

and to work closely with the school counselor to develop a quality personal graduation 

plan. The guidebook showcases the endorsements available and highlights the CTE programs 

of study.

High school is about preparing for life after graduation. The experiences you gain through

CTE courses will provide opportunities to obtain valuable knowledge about specific 

programs of study that interest you. The CTE course offerings are designed to prepare you 

for life after high school. 

Explore the guidebook and ask questions of your parents, teachers, and counselor so that 

you can find the program that will best fit your needs and help you meet your educational 

goals. Now is the time to dream and explore the possibilities that life holds. We wish you 

all the best of luck in this exciting time in your life.

“Even though the future seems faraway,
 it is actually beginning right now.” 

      – MATTIE STEPANEK



planning
your high school program

Planning a four-year high school program is a serious undertaking. The selection of your graduation plan 

is dependent on your interests and plans for future careers. Some questions to consider when making 

your plans are the following:

• Will you continue your education at a university, college, or trade or technical school?

• Do you want to enter the full-time work force immediately after high school?

• Are you interested in mathematics, science, technology, engineering, or another specialized field  

of study?

• Are you thinking of entering a profession that requires specialized education, such as teaching, 

medicine, or law?

The answers to these questions are extremely important when making decisions about  your course 

selections for all four years in high school. Take some time to answer the questions before you begin. 

Your interests and desire to work hard should also guide your answers. It is common for young people to 

change their minds about which course of study or career choice they would like to pursue. Others are

still considering their options. As you consider your options, immediate decisions regarding your 

graduation plan will affect your future career choices. For that reason, we recommend that you plan a 

diverse and challenging academic program. By taking the most diverse and most challenging academic 

program available to you, your options will remain open in the event your plans should change. 

The programs offered allow a student to choose the high school program that is best for him/her.

Outlined on the following pages are the graduation requirements for each of the state’s graduation programs.

Counselors and teachers will be helpful in advising you more specifically about programs offered.



high school
graduation requirements

DISTINGUISHED LEVEL OF 
ACHIEVEMENT (DLA) IS THE 
FOUNDATION/ENDORSEMENT PLAN 
INCLUDING ALGEBRA II

• Allows you to compete for top 10% automatic 
admissions eligibility at almost any Texas 
public university

• Requirements:
 ◦ 26 graduation credits
 ◦ Algebra II
 ◦ Complete at least one endorsement 

 

ENDORSEMENTS
 

• STEM
• Business and Industry
• Public Services
• Arts and Humanities
• Multidisciplinary Studies

PERFORMANCE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Acknowledgement may be earned for:
• Dual credit course
• Bilingualism and biliteracy
• AP or IB exams
• PSAT, ACT ASPIRE, ACT, SAT
• State, nationally, or internationally recognized 

industry certification 

FOUNDATION HIGH SCHOOL 
PROGRAM WITH ENDORSEMENTS

DISTINGUISHED LEVEL
OF ACHIEVEMENT

FOUNDATION HIGH SCHOOL 
PROGRAM WITH ENDORSEMENTS

FOUNDATION HIGH SCHOOL 
PROGRAM WITHOUT 

ENDORSEMENTS

26 CREDITS 26 CREDITS 22 CREDITS

4 credits English
ELA I, II, and III; one credit in any advanced 

English course

4 credits English
ELA I, II, and III; one credit in any advanced 

English course

4 credits English
ELA I, II, and III; one credit in any advanced 

English course

4 credits Mathematics
Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, one credit in 

any advanced math course

4 credits Mathematics
Algebra I, Geometry, two credits in any 

advanced math course

3 credits Mathematics
Algebra I, Geometry, one credit in any 

advanced math course

4 credits Science
Biology, IPC or Chemistry or Physics, plus two 

additional advanced courses

4 credits Science
Biology, IPC or Chemistry or Physics, plus two 

additional advanced courses

3 credits Science
Biology, IPC or Chemistry or Physics, one 

credit in any advanced science course

4 credits Social Studies
World History, World Geography,

U.S. History, U.S. Government (.5 credit), 
Economics (.5 credit)

4 credits Social Studies
World History, World Geography,

U.S. History, U.S. Government (.5 credit), 
Economics (.5 credit)

4 credits Social Studies
World History, World Geography,

U.S. History, U.S. Government (.5 credit), 
Economics (.5 credit)

2 credits Language other than 
English in the same language

2 credits Language other than 
English in the same language

2 credits Language other than 
English in the same language

1 credit Physical Education 1 credit Physical Education 1 credit Physical Education

1 credit Fine Arts 1 credit Fine Arts 1 credit Fine Arts

6 credits Enrichment Curriculum 6 credits Enrichment Curriculum 4 credits Enrichment Curriculum



additional
graduation information

IMPORTANT ENDORSEMENT INFORMATION
Students will be able to earn one or more endorsements as part of their graduation requirements. 

Endorsements consist of a related series of courses that are grouped together by interest or skill set.

They provide students with in-depth knowledge of a subject area. Students must select an endorsement 

upon entering ninth grade. Districts are not required to offer all endorsements. If only one endorsement 

is offered, it must be multidisciplinary studies.

• All endorsements require the completion of four (4) math and four (4) science credits.

• Endorsements are originally decided in 8th grade and must be declared in writing.

• Students have until after their sophomore year to change endorsements.

PERSONAL GRADUATION PLAN
• Each student will have a 4-year Personal Graduation Plan (PGP) created upon entering 9th grade with 

the help of his/her guidance counselor.

• Parent participation is VITAL! Parents should meet with their child’s counselor to discuss the plan and 

are required to approve the plan in writing by the end of the student’s 9th grade year.

• Each year after, the PGP will be revised with the student, parent, and counselor according to the 

student’s interests and needs.

TESTING & ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
• Students will take the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR).                        

Students take these assessments when they complete the following courses:

• For additional information, please visit https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar/staar-resources.

• Students must also meet attendance requirements.

 ◦ English I
 ◦ English II
 ◦ Algebra I

 ◦ Biology
 ◦ U.S. History



endorsement
choices

Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs offer a sequence of courses that provide students 

with coherent and rigorous content. CTE content is aligned with challenging academic standards and 

relevant technical knowledge and skills needed to prepare for further education and careers in current or 

emerging professions.

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY ENDORSEMENT
Includes highly varied occupations that range from industrial and technical trades, business, marketing, 

finance, graphic design, and information technology occupations.

Programs of Study Include:

• Animal Science
• Design & Multimedia Arts

PUBLIC SERVICES ENDORSEMENT
Includes service-oriented occupations for both private and public sector industries, including human 

services and healthcare fields.

Programs of Study Include:

• Medical Therapy
• Family & Community Services 



careers

career & technical education

agriculture
The Agriculture program of study explores occupations and education opportunities 

associated with the business of farming and agricultural-related businesses that include 

farm inputs, such as machinery and seeds. This program of study may also include 

exploration into the marketing of farm products, the purchase of farm products either 

for further processing or resale, and grading or classifying unprocessed food or other 

agricultural products.

QUALIFICATIONS
4-Year Degree

Advanced Degree

Certificate/License

SALARIES
Agricultural Advertising
& Promotion Managers

$94,515
Farmers, Ranchers, and Other 

Agricultural Managers
$59,134

OPPORTUNITIES
Farm & Ranch Loan Officer

Buyer & Purchasing Agents, 
Farm Products

Agricultural Analyst
Farm Manager



2022-2023

ANIMAL SCIENCE
Program correlated to the state standards.

GRADE ANIMAL SCIENCE

9 Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources

10 Small Animal Management/Equine Science

11 Livestock Production

12 Advanced Animal Science

Certifications OSHA

Wheeler ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its 
programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.



careers

career & technical education

ARTs, AV TECH & COMM

QUALIFICATIONS
Certificate/License

2-Year Degree

4-Year Degree

Advanced Degree

SALARIES
Graphic Designers

$44,824
Multimedia Artists & Animators

 $67,392

OPPORTUNITIES
Graphic Designer

Animator

Game & Interactive Media 
Designer

The AAVTC Career Cluster focuses on occupations associated

with designing and creating graphics to meet specific commercial 

or promotional needs. Careers in this cluster focus on designing, 

producing, exhibiting, and publishing multimedia content.



2022-2023

DESIGN & MULTIMEDIA ARTS
Program correlated to the state standards.

GRADE DESIGN & MULTIMEDIA ARTS

9 Principles of Arts, Audio Video Technology
& Communications

10 Animation or Digital Media

11 Graphic Design I

12 Graphic Design II

Certifications Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator

Wheeler ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its 
programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.



careers

career & technical education

HEALTH SCIENCE
Students pursuing specialized careers in health fields thrive in a stimulating, supportive 

environment. To pursue a career in the health science industry, students should learn

to reason, think critically, make decisions, solve problems, and communicate effectively. 

The Healthcare Therapeutic program of study introduces students to occupations and 

educational opportunities related to diagnosing and treating acute, episodic, or chronic 

illness independently or as part of a healthcare team.

QUALIFICATIONS
4-Year Degree + Masters

2-Year Degree

Certification & HS Diploma

SALARIES
Surgical Technologists

$45,032
Dental Hygienists

 $73,507
Medical Assistants

 $29,598

OPPORTUNITIES
Nurse

Occupational Therapist

Patient Care Technician

Medical Assistant



2022-2023

MEDICAL THERAPY
Program correlated to the state standards.

GRADE MEDICAL THERAPY

9 Principles of Health Science

10 Medical Terminology

11 Health Science Theory

12 Practicum in Health Science

Certifications Certified Nurse Aide 

Wheeler ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its 
programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.



careers

career & technical education

HUMAN SERVICES
Students pursuing the Human Services Career Cluster will acquire knowledge and 

skills required for employment in careers that relate to families and human needs. 

The Family and Community Services program of study introduces students to a 

wide variety of skills related to social services, community services or teaching 

family and consumer sciences. Students may also choose pathways in social work or 

therapy for children, families, or school communities. 

QUALIFICATIONS
Certificate / License

4-Year Degree

Advanced Degree

SALARIES
Mental Health

& Substance Abuse Disorders
$42,120

Social & Community Service Managers
 $65,146

Marriage & Family Therapists
 $42,266

OPPORTUNITIES
Social Worker

Community & Social Service 
Specialist

Mental Health Counselor
Family & Consumer 

Sciences Teacher



2022-2023

FAMILY & COMMUNITY SERVICES
Program correlated to the state standards.

GRADE FAMILY & COMMUNITY SERVICES

9 Principles of Human Services

10 Human Growth

11 Child Development

12 Family & Community Services

Certifications N/A

Wheeler ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its 
programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.



GRADUATION
PROGRAM CHECKLIST

8TH GRADE
 � Review choices offered under the Foundation High School Program and Endorsements to 

decide on your future academic path.

 � Select the endorsement and program of study that best fits your area of personal interest and 
the major you plan to study in postsecondary education.

9TH & 10TH GRADE
 � Monitor high school credits; be sure to meet all local and state requirements by the end of the 

senior year.

 � Take dual enrollment or Advanced Placement courses, if possible, to earn college credit while 
still in high school.

 � Keep list of awards, honors, and extracurricular activities for scholarship and college 
applications.

 � Research apprenticeships, technical schools, colleges, or universities you are interested in 
attending. Check admission and application requirements and timelines.

11TH & 12TH GRADE
 � Take dual enrollment or Advanced Placement courses, if possible, to earn college credit while 

still in high school.

 � Check with your counselor’s office to learn about available scholarships. Be sure to apply early 
and for as many scholarships as possible. Do not limit yourself to local scholarships.

 � Consider taking SAT/ACT preparation classes. Sign up and take the ACT and/or SAT test, 
preferably in your junior year but no later than the fall of your senior year.

 � Fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) early in the fall of your senior year 
(October 1st).

 � Apply to college during the summer prior to and during the fall of your senior year.
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