
The following is the AMI assignments for Theatre 1  
1. Fill out the summary sheet for your play, the following are the questions included on that 

sheet: 
a. 1. Who is the protagonist? (main character) 
b.  2. Identify the other main characters of the story:  
c. 3. Where does this story take place?  
d. 4. What is the conflict of the story? (What is the problem that sets the story in 

motion?) 
e.  5. What are 3 different events in the rising action?  
f. 6. What happens at the climax?  
g. 7. How does the story resolve for the protagonist? 
h.  8. How does the story resolve for the other main characters? 

2. Fill out the Actor’s homework page I gave you.  The following are the questions on the 
sheet: 

a. Answer the following questions for your Shakespeare monologue. Character 
Background  

i. 1. Play:  
ii. 2. Character Name:  

iii. 3. Social Status (Nobility, Middle Class, Servant, Fool):  
iv. 4. Age:  
v. 5. Where are they from?:  

vi. 6. How would the people that know this person best describe them?:  
vii. Story : 7. What is the basic conflict of the play?:  

viii. 8. How does your character fit in with the story? What is their relationship 
to the other characters or events?:  

ix. 9. How does this scene fit into the rest of the story?:  
x. 10. Who is in this scene?:  

xi. 11. What does your character want in this scene?  
xii. 12. How does the story resolve for this character?:  

3. In the space provided, take your monologue that you have chosen for your Shakespeare 
performance and translate it to a modern form.  You may use research online to do this, 
the point is to show you understand what the character is saying.  Put it in your own 
words and tell me also who your character is speaking to, and what they want.  There are 
some monologues where characters are speaking to themselves.  This means it’s them 
talking to themselves to figure out something or reveal something about their character. 
The following are reminders of clues to help you paraphase your monologue into your 
own words: 

a. •Why is Shakespeare difficult to understand? 



i.  Language. Do we speak with the same form of English today? Do we 
have the exact same vocabulary today as they did in 16th century 
England?  

ii. Multiple storylines and characters. If it is a history play, some storylines 
come from a previous play in the cycle, so sometimes they refer to people 
or events that didn’t happen in that specific play. 

iii.  Imagery. Do you ever wish the character would just come out and say 
what they are thinking without all of the poetry and imagery, so you can 
understand them?  

b. So how can we understand things better?  Here are three tools you can use  
i.  Context – who, what, when, where, why, and how. Who is your character 

and who are they talking to? What is going on? When does this take place 
in the play? Why is it important to them? How will this affect them in 
regards to the whole story? • 

ii.  Words – What do they mean? Look up unfamiliar words. What is the 
character saying? Why would they be saying them? 

iii.  Imagery – Shakespeare communicated through images. What picture is he 
painting?  If Romeo says Juliete is the sun, what does he mean?  He means 
that she is the brightest thing in his life and the day begins and ends with 
her. 

c. The following is an example of a monologue from Shakespeare’s play As You 
Like It I have included the original text and a modernized translation: 

i. Orignial: 
PHOEBE, AS YOU LIKE IT, 3:5 Phoebe:  
Think not I love him, though I ask for him: 
 ‘Tis but a peevish boy; yet he talks well;  
But what care I for words? yet words do well 
 When he that speaks them pleases those that hear. 
 It is a pretty youth: not very pretty: 
 But, sure, he’s proud, and yet his pride becomes him: 
 He’ll make a proper man: the best thing in him 
 Is his complexion; and faster than his tongue 
 Did make offence his eye did heal it up.  
He is not very tall; yet for his years he’s tall:  
His leg is but so so; and yet ‘tis well: 
 There was a pretty redness in his lip,  
A little riper and more lusty red 
 Than that mix’d in his cheek; ‘twas just the difference  
Between the constant red and mingled damask. 



ii. Translation: 
PHOEBE MONOLOGUE: MODERN TRANSLATION 
 I so do not like him. He just annoys me, so that’s why I’m always talking 
about him. He says such stupid stuff; although, I could listen to him talk 
for hours. But I don’t care about that. But, it is kinda nice to hear him talk, 
right? He is really pretty: I mean, “pretty” pretty…. 
 
 He is so full of himself. But that isn’t that bad. I kind of like it. OMG he 
is going to be such an awesome guy. His skin is so smooth and he looks so 
good, it doesn’t matter what he says to me. 
 
 He is kind of short, but he’s young so it’s all good  
 
Ok so his legs aren’t so hot, but you can’t be perfect right? 
 
 Did you see his lips?! 
 
 He has this cute redness in his lip that is soft and pink.  

 
4. Each day you need to be reading through your monlogue and memorizing it.  Time 

yourself and make sure you are doing at least a minute.  If your monlogue is longer than a 
minute you have my permission to shorten it to a minute’s worth, but you do not have to. 
If you want to memorize a piece longer than a minute that is fine. 

5. After you have memorized your play, begin to plan your blocking.  Think about how 
your movements can communicate your characters speech to the audience and 
demonstrate the emotions you identified earlier.  Practice your memorized monologue 
with your movements and prepare for performance.  


