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MORRILTON HIGH SCHOOL &  
UALR DIVISION OF GENERAL 

EDUCATION SYLLABUS 

 

US HISTORY I (Concurrent Credit) and AP 
US History 

 

 

Instructors: Mr. Taylor Garrett and to be determined (UALR). 
Email Addresses: tgarrett@sccsd.k12.ar.us  
Mr. Garrett’s Classroom:  Room 123   
Office Hours & Phone: After school, but not on Thurs; 501-354-9430    

 

Principal:  Mr. Danny Ketcherside  
Vice Principal:  Mr. Craig Pinion 
Dean of Students:  Mr. Zach Watson 
Instructional Facilitator:  Ms. Jennifer Green 
Counselors:  Ms. Casey Squires (A-J) and Ms. Carolyn Bailey (K-Z) 
Nurse & Resource Officer:  Ms. Kelsey Watson and Mr. Josh Howard 

 

2020-2021 School Year 
 

AP/Concurrent United States History 
Important Info: 

 

Class Structure and Organization  

 

 Students who take this course should realize that AP courses are taught and graded at 
the college level; this includes all AP tests and essay responses. Consequently, this 
course exceeds the demands and expectations for typical high school courses. 
However, the class is manageable, and I am aware that you have seven other classes 
and extracurriculars.  
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 This is a discussion and writing based course. There will be weekly reading quizzes, 
group/class discussions, primary source document work, writing assignments, and 
other class activities.  We will also practice historical reading skills and evidence-
based writing.  
 

Graded Work  

 Homework (not all of these assignments will be given every week): 
 End of the nine weeks notebook check 
 Chapter IDs 
 Quizzes over weekly assigned readings 
 Document analysis work 
 Practice AP essays 

 

 Three to Five Tests Each Semester (in the form of the actual AP exam): 
 Consist of short answer questions and essay questions.   

 

 Writing Assignments: 
 Practice responding to short answer questions, document-based writing 

questions, and long essay writing prompts throughout the year. 
 

 Semester Final Exam: 
 There will be a final exam each semester. There are no exemptions.  

 

 

Handwritten Work vs. Computers/Electronic Media  

 Essay responses, IDs, class notes, and other assignments can be typed or handwritten.  
However, if you are caught plagiarizing or copying off one another, you will receive a 
zero on the assignment.   
 

 UALR’s Blackboard service allows me to submit all assignments through their 
plagiarism checker.  I do not expect that any of you will cheat.  I just want you to know 
that I can and will check it at my discretion.   
 

 Keep in mind that the AP exam will be in handwritten format. 
 

Notebook Organization  

 Whenever historians analyze evidence and publish their findings, they don’t 
haphazardly throw it all together.  Their analysis and research is planned out and well 
organized.  Being AP students who will take the AP national exam in May, your 
notebooks should mirror this important life skill.    

 

 On the Cover: 
 Class (AP/Concurrent or AP US History) 
 Teacher (Mr. Garrett) 
 Your name 
 Class period          

 

 Inside the Notebook: 
 Before 1st Divider- Syllabus Part 2 
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 1st Divider- Upcoming Assignments & Learning Objectives 
 2nd Divider- Notes, Study Guides, Important Information 
 3rd Divider- Maps 
 4th Divider- Chapter IDs and Reading Quizzes 

 

  Classroom Rules: The Big Four/The Allied Powers   

1) Be responsible for your own actions. 
2) Be respectful to me, the UALR professor, your peers, and MHS 

faculty/staff/parents. 
3) Be empathetic and open-minded towards others.   
4) Be positive, confident, and committed, because you’re all talented!  

 

  Classroom Procedures: How to Begin Each Class   

 This should be done within the first 5-10 minutes of class: 
1) Turn in or submit homework. 
2) Pick up notes, handouts, and any missed work. 
3) Sharpen pencils/locate pen. 
4) Copy date and upcoming assignment(s) from the board. 

 

  Summer Assignment   

 Your summer assignment is due on the first day of class.  
 

  Blackboard, Google Classroom, eSchool, and Gmail Usage   

 For AP/Concurrent students, we use Blackboard to post announcements, in-class 
materials, the syllabus part 1 & 2, assignment documents, and grades.  For everyone in 
this class, I also use Google Classroom for every reason above besides attendance 
grades. Everyone’s attendance & grades will be posted in eSchool as well. 
  

 I use Gmail to send and receive emails. Aside from online announcements and 
class/tutoring time, this is my primary way of contacting students.  
 

 Students need to get into the habit of checking their email daily.     
 

  Class Supplies   

 Any type of three ring binder 

 4 notebook dividers 

 Pencils OR blue/black pens 

 Plenty of notebook paper (2 packages recommended)   

 Textbook cover  
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  The AP National Exam in May  

 The AP National exam is on Thursday, May 6th, 2021 at 8:00 a.m.  All students must 
take the exam or their grade points will be lower from AP to Pre-AP. The test is 
cumulative and comprehensive.  
  

 Students should read the textbook pages assigned, maintain a notebook, participate in 
after-school tutoring if needed, form student study groups.  Being a college level class, 
final responsibility for preparing and passing the exam is, of course, yours.      

 

  Suggestions for Students  

 The most important contributor to student success is whether he/she completes each 
reading assignment and its accompanying work. There is no substitute. Do the reading 
faithfully. Reading is assigned for each class period. At first it may seem time 
consuming and difficult, but practice makes perfect! And use a dictionary every time 
you do not understand a word. 

 Although we are in high school, this is a college course. We will discuss topics that may 
be new and different. Please keep an open mind. You do not have to agree with what 
you read and hear, but you will need to think historically and critically. 
 

 Keep an organized notebook and use it to review. Prior planning prevents poor 
performance. This is especially true of college courses, believe me.  

 

 Work at mastering writing skills. In that one-half of the AP grade is writing based, you 
must be able to write if you want to pass. Come to tutoring if you need any help at all. 

 

 Do not worry about your grade unless it is failing. This is a college course and 
universities know the difference between regular and Advanced Placement classes. 
University Admissions will tell you they would rather see a “C” in an AP course than an 
“A” in a regular class. AP classes earn higher grade points. Consequently, an 87 in an 
AP class is worth a 97 in a regular class.  
 

 If you have a question or concern, email me or come by my classroom.  I will help you 
as much as possible.  My conference and tutor times are posted. Please do not have 
parents call me until you yourself have tried to resolve a concern. They won’t be able to 
help you as much in college, so now is a good time to start taking control of your 
education and career aspirations. You’re in the driver’s seat now.  I’m here to guide 
the way.      

 

 

Late Work Policy:  

Students who do not turn in an assignment will be referred to Homework 
Support. Students will then have 2 days to complete the missing 
assignment and will receive 80% of the earned score. 

 



 

 

Page 5

Make-up Work Policy:  

Students who miss school will be allowed to make up the work they missed 
during their absence. Upon returning to school, a student will have 1 day for 
every day missed to make up class assignments for full credit.  If a student 
has not turned in the assignment(s) by the end of the allotted time, he/she 
will be referred to Homework Support.   

 

Plagiarism and Cheating:   

Plagiarism is a form of dishonesty that occurs when a person passes off 
someone else’s work as his or her own.  Any student caught cheating on an 
assessment or plagiarizing an essay will receive zero credit and a parent 
conference for the first offense. A second offense will result in further 
disciplinary action.   

 

Food and Drinks:  

Unless instructed otherwise by Mr. Ketcherside or Nurse Watson, no food 
or beverages will be allowed in this class.  Water, however, is allowed. 

 

Cell Phones and Electronics Policy:   
No cell phones or headphones are allowed in the hallways, the cafeteria, or 
this classroom.  For the 1st offense, I will confiscate the device and take it to 
the office for parent pickup (this will occur for all offenses).  The 2nd offense 
will lead to lunch detention, the 3rd to Saturday school, and the 4th to 3 days 
of ISS.   

 
 

 

Morrilton High School 
AP/Concurrent U.S. History Course Contract, 2020-2021 
 
 

For student:  I have read the syllabus and course description for AP/Concurrent 
U.S. History. I understand my responsibilities in this course, the requirements to 
be successful, and that there will be more work than in a typical class. I will do my 
best to abide by class expectations. 
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___________________________________________              _______________ 

Student                                                                                 Date 

 

 

For parent/guardian: I have read the course syllabus for AP/Concurrent U.S. 
History. I understand the long-term benefits of the intellectual development 
offered by this course, and support my son’s/daughter’s enrollment in it. I have 
also read the class expectations and will do my best to help my son/daughter in 
his/her pursuit of deeper historical knowledge. 
 

 

__________________________________________                  _______________ 

Parent/Guardian                                                   Date 
 

 

Parents/Guardians, I’m excited to teach AP/Concurrent American History to 
your sons and daughters this year.  It’s going to be a rigorous, engaging experience 
for all of us.  I hope you’re able to stay up to date on everything we do in class.  I 
post important announcements, assignments, and class documents in Blackboard 
(AP/UALR Concurrent students only) and Google Classroom (all students).  
Grades will also be posted in Blackboard (AP/UALR Concurrent students only) and 
eSchool (all students). If you have questions or concerns at any time, please feel 
free to email me at tgarrett@sccsd.k12.ar.us or call me using the MHS front office 
number 501-354-9430.        


