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Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 

Summer Reading and Writing Assignment – 2019-2020 

 

Because of the intense nature of the course, it is essential that you complete the summer assignment which 

follows – preferably over the course of the summer rather than the week before school starts. The 

assignment is intended to acquaint you with the variety of argumentative writing which we will be 

studying, and the approaches we will be employing in analyzing such works.  

 

**A multiple-choice and open-response test will be given over the two required texts the second day of 

class to assess content knowledge of the texts.** Additional assignments may be made over the course of 

the school year. All work is due by the second day of class. 

 

Read the following two novels and keep a Reading Journal for each novel. Instructions for Reading 

Journals is on the back. You may neatly handwrite or type your journals. If typed, they must be printed 

out to turn in. 

 

1. 1984 by George Orwell  

2.   Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

 

I have copies of 1984 and Wuthering Heights that you can check out. You will be responsible for the 

books, and if they are lost or damaged, you will be liable for the cost of a new book. 
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AP Literature Reading Journals 

 

The purpose of this journal is to help you remember, keep track of, and interact with the text. You must 

do a journal for each novel/play that you read. 

 

1. Label each section of your journal with the title and author of the text and the date you created the 

entry. 

 

2. Part One of your journal will be reserved for keeping track of characters. List each character’s name 

and briefly record information you want to remember about the characters, including 1. physical 

characteristics, 2. personality traits, 3. actions, 4. at least 1 insightful quotes, 5. relationships to other 

characters, etc. You should record information for at least 4 characters for each novel/play. 

 

3. Part Two of your journal will be reserved for keeping track of the events that are occurring. Keep a 

bulleted list of events (minimum 10 for each novel/play). Be sure to include the whole novel—don’t 

just stop recording events when you get to 10. 

 

4. Part Three of your journal will be reserved for discussion questions you can use during class 

discussion. You will need a minimum of 8 level 2 questions (see Levels of Questions below) per 

novel/play, and you need to answer one of those yourself in the journal. These questions should lead 

you to the theme(s). 

 

5. Part Four of your journal will be reserved for discussion of at least 2 literary devices you found 

effective, powerful, or well-crafted. Write out the device as found in the novel/play and then briefly 

explain (approximately 20 words) why you think the device was so significant. Literary devices 

include irony, imagery, allusions, symbolism, simile/metaphor, word choice, etc. 

 

Some advice: 

 Write neatly if not typed. If I can’t read it, it will be counted wrong.  

 Keep the journals AS YOU READ – don’t read the entire novel/play and then go back and create the 

journal after the fact. Your ideas will be much fresher if you read and journal concurrently. Perhaps 

you could stop and journal after each chapter/scene/act. 

 

 

Levels of Questions 

Level One 

 Fact Based questions 

 Answer can be found in the text or some other resource 

Level Two 

 Based on inferences from reading 

 Answer isn’t in the text – you must guess the answer based on what is in the text 

Level Three 

 Move beyond the text to a more universal application 

 Open-ended discussion which places the subject within a larger context 

 What does the theme have to do with life today? 

**No yes/no or one-word answers. 
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Please sign and return this page by April 22, 2019 

 

By signing below I certify that I have read and I fully understand the summer assignment for the 

AP English Language and Composition course.  

 

 

 

___________________________________              ____________________________________ 

Date       Date 

 

 

___________________________________              _____________________________________ 

Student Name (Print)     Parent/Guardian Name (Print) 

 

 

___________________________________              _____________________________________ 

Student Signature     Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

 

            _____________________________________ 

       Parent/Guardian E-mail Address 

 

 

       ______________________________________ 

       Parent/Guardian Phone Number(s) 

 


