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INTRODUCTION 
 
This handbook/syllabus is designed to give students and parents an overview of the 
Camden Cardinal Band Program.  Rules and procedures are herein detailed in an effort to 
better inform students and parents of the inner workings of our band.  Although many 
people in our school and community recognize the band for its performances at various 
school events, the focus of our program is based upon comprehensive musicianship, 
specifically the development of musical perception, aesthetic sensitivity, and technical 
mastery.  Participation in performance organizations, such as ours, encourages initiative 
and leadership in students, stimulates goal-oriented thought processes, creates an 
appreciation and respect for the efforts of others, and assists students in developing a 
sense of responsibility to themselves, the organization, and in a broad sense, society. 
Certainly there are other skills learned by all of our band members, but these are in 
addition to the foundation of our band’s number one priority – “music education.”    This 
document will serve as a catalyst in answering questions that you may have.  Please read 
this handbook carefully and keep it in a convenient place in your home for future 
reference.  It is impossible to foresee every situation that may occur within our program 
throughout the school year but the directors will attempt to handle each situation with 
fairness and consistency. 

 

 
EXPECTATIONS OF A “CARDINAL BAND MEMBER” 
 
Succeeding as a band member actually requires a little more than simply performing the 
required music properly.  It actually involves many disciplines, including those listed 
below.  Abiding by the following simple but very sound guidelines, you can assure that 
you will better yourself in many ways throughout your school and adult life. 
 

1. Always be ahead of any announced schedule, just to be sure. 
2. Take suggestions and criticism in the proper spirit.  Remember others are 

counting on you to complete the ensemble efforts. 
3. Wear your uniform with pride and exactly according to the rules. 
4. Be well groomed on all trips and wear your clothes in a neat manner. 
5. On any band function remember that you are representing our school, our 

band, our community, and yourself so behave in a manner that will give all 
the proper representation. 

6. Keep up with your equipment and have it all in the right place at the right 
time. 

7. Strive to improve every day and make up your mind to learn something 
new every day.  You can improve your appearance, attitude, personality, 
and ability to think, through music, if you are disciplined and work hard. 
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THE REHEARSAL HALL 

 
The rehearsal hall is to be kept in order at all times.  All equipment and materials are to 
be stored in their proper place at the end of each rehearsal.  The condition of the band 
hall is a statement to the condition of the band.  We should have great pride in our 
facilities and act accordingly.  We have pride in our band hall are and are expected to 
treat it as the living room of a family which takes great pride in their home.  Please 
observe the following guidelines: 
 

1. GUM, CANDY, FOOD, or DRINKS are not permitted in the Band Hall. 
 

2. DO NOT write on dry-erase boards, music stands, walls or any other 
surface not designated for such activity. 

 
3. DO NOT MOVE CHAIRS!!!! Instrument cases and backpacks should 

not be in the rehearsal setup! 
 

4. If you are permitted in the band room prior to any rehearsal, please be 
reminded that you are expected to keep all chairs, stands, and any other 
instructional material that might be found in the exact place that you found 
it.  THE BAND HALL MUST REMAIN NEAT. 

 
5. DO NOT touch, move, or use any equipment that does not belong to 

you or is not checked out to you. 
 

6. The music library, repair room, and loft storage rooms are off limits to 
students unless authorized by a director. 

 
7. The director’s office is off limits to students unless invited in by director. 

 
8. The band hall telephone is a business line and is not to be used for 

personal calls during school hours.  The telephones in the main office are 
used for this purpose upon getting proper permission from an office official.  
The band hall telephone will be available to maintain rides home from after 
school rehearsals and performances. 

 
9. Band students should always be in an area of the Band Hall that is 

supervised (rehearsal hall, ensemble room with a director, etc.) and not just 
hanging out in front of the band hall. 

 
10. Non-Band students are NOT permitted in the Band Hall. 
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REHEARSAL CLIMATE 
 
Rehearsals are the lifeblood of our band program. Great performances are the result of 
concentrated daily rehearsals.  It is during the rehearsals that all instructional materials 
will be discussed, passed out and/or used.  It is of the utmost importance that you attend 
all rehearsals in order to be current and updated on all drill, music, schedules, and 
pertinent information.  The following guidelines should be followed as a means of 
organizing our rehearsals so that the maximum benefit is gained from the precious time 
allotted. 
 

1. Have instrument, music, pencil, and other relevant materials out and ready 
to play before rehearsal begins.  You must be in your seat with all 
materials, instrument fully assembled, and ready to play by the tardy bell.  
Anyone not meeting these requirements is considered tardy!  

 
2. By no means should ANYONE ever just decide to get up and leave a 

rehearsal for ANY reason without get permission from one of the 
directors. 

 
3. When a director, guest clinician, drum major, or band officer steps onto 

the podium, all talking must cease and you must give your undivided 
attention to that person.  The sooner you respond to rehearsal objectives, 
the greater the possibility of efficient use of time and productivity. 

 
4. Talking and/or non-verbal communication should not take place during 

rehearsals. 
 

5. Every student should come to each rehearsal with the objective of making 
an effort to improve.  There will be no toleration at any performance or 
rehearsal for a student who is not making an effort to contribute. 

 
6. All scheduled rehearsals are considered mandatory and your presence is 

required for grading purposes.  Please read the calendar of events and 
make every effort not to schedule dentist and doctor’s appointments 
during these events.  All help with this matter is greatly appreciated. 

 
7. Place all music and instruments in the proper storage places following each 

rehearsal.  Points and/or disciplinary action will take place for articles 
being left in improper places. 
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PERFORMANCE CLIMATE 

 
Any performance by the band is an important representation of the band program, the 
school, and of our community.  Whenever the band or an auxiliary unit is to perform, it 
will be a required event for all eligible participants. Performances are viewed as major 
tests.  A performance is a learning experience that cannot be duplicated in a rehearsal hall 
or practice room.  The level of concentration required in a public performance helps each 
student to develop an insight into his or her own level of performance.  A performance is 
an evaluation tool that compares a student’s performance to past and present classroom 
objectives.  Absences from performances are only excused in the event of an extreme 
emergency, serious illness or hospitalization of the student, death in the family, or the 
student is involved in another school related event.  The band as an organization provides 
a medium through which student’s progress academically, musically, and socially.  
Musicianship, attitude, attendance, punctuality, conduct, and a desire for excellence are 
absolutely expected from each member of the Camden Fairview Bands. It is in this spirit 
that these guidelines have been established to govern these events and appearances. 

 
1. Rehearsals and performances are required events.  Students who have an 

unexcused absence from one of these events will receive no credit for that 
graded event and may be required to take a written exam at the end of the 
semester. 

 
2. Students who are habitually absent from band events (including 

rehearsals) for unexcused reasons may, at the director’s discretion, may be 
removed from the performing group. 

 
3. At the very beginning of every school year parents and students will 

receive a calendar of events that will cover the year.  Updates and revisions 
(Band Calendar) will be announced as far in advance as possible to allow 
students and parents an opportunity to make necessary adjustments to 
their schedules. 

 
4. At any performance, if the band is playing, all members must play.  There 

is no reason for any band member to sit in the stands at an athletic event 
and not play. 

 
5. Whether it is the marching band uniform or concert band attire, all band 

members should dress exactly as instructed for each performance. 
 

6. Whenever a director is communicating with the group, there must be 
100% of the band members quietly listening to instructions.  This is the 
key to the execution of smooth, well-orchestrated public performances. 

 
7. All band members are expected to remain with the band until the 

performance has ended.  Please do not request to leave a performance 
early. 
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EXCUSED ABSENCES 

 
1. Given proper notice in a timely manner, another school related event in 

which a performance or school trip is taking place. Or the discretion of the 
Director. 

 
2. Temporary illness accompanied with a doctor’s note: The student has an 

excused absence from school or has checked out of school with an excused 
absence prior to the end of the day.  If a student remains in school 
throughout the school day, he/she is expected to make every effort to 
attend the sectional or rehearsal that is planned for that particular 
afternoon. 

 
3. Serious illness or death in the family. 

 
4. Dangerous roads or weather conditions. 

 

 

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
A few examples of unexcused absences includes: 

 
1. Work or job related activities. 

 
2. Activities that are not school related. 

 
3. Truancy. 

 
Note:  Work is not an acceptable excuse for an absence under any circumstance.  
Working is a choice.  Students that must work should inform their employer of their 
obligation to the band and in most cases they will be happy to work around the band 
schedule.  We understand that many students will obtain jobs throughout the school year.  
We support those endeavors, however, we feel that students must realize their prior 
commitments to the band program and adjust the latest endeavors accordingly. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
Two or more unexcused absences may result in the student being suspended from band 
for the duration of the semester.  Only in cases of extreme emergency or personal illness 
will a person be excused from a performance.  Any absence not brought to the 
director’s attention for approval prior to the event will be considered unexcused. 
Students should secure transportation to the band hall for scheduled events so that 
they arrive on times and also are picked up in a timely fashion following the event. 
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GRADING SYSTEM 
 
The Camden Fairview Band Department uses a uniform system of grading.  This system 
is an orderly and equitable way of keeping records of the actions and accomplishments of 
each member of the band.  Each student will receive a defined number of points for 
attendance, performances, sectionals, and any other extra work.  Students will lose points 
for talking, tardiness, absences, disturbing a rehearsal or performance, chewing gum, etc.  
At the end of the grading period, the points will be totaled.  The grading scale will be as 
follows: 
     
 
    A = 90 – 100% 
    B = 80 – 89% 
    C = 70 – 79% 
    D = 60 – 69% 
    F = 59 – below  
 
 
Every student will begin the year with the letter grade “A.”  Of course each student will 
be expected to fulfill the requirements during the year to maintain their “A.”  Point totals 
will be affected as the semester continues for the following infractions: 
 

1. Unexcused absences from rehearsals. 
2. Unexcused absences from a performance. 
3. Occurrences of not properly wearing or storing the complete band 

uniform. 
4. Improper uniform parts (socks, shoes, no hat, etc.) 
5. Tardies to rehearsals, departures, and performances or from breaks (3rd 

quarter football and basketball). 
6. Lack of proper participation in daily rehearsals and performances (drill 

sheets, music, instruments, marching shoes, etc.) 
7. The lack of music pass-offs (music memorization and routines) and 

progress of marching fundamentals. 
 
 

Grades will be posted periodically throughout each nine week grading period so that 
students are always aware of their progress. 
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Football Season Performances 
 
The playing of instruments in the stands is an educational, motivational, and enjoyable 
experience to those performing as well as those listening AND is encouraged under the 
following guidelines: 
 

1. All band members must remain in uniform for the duration of the game.  
Jackets will not be worn open in a sloppy fashion.  If the band removes any 
part of the uniform, we will do it in an orderly fashion as a group.  We are 
either ALL in uniform or we are NOT. There is only one acceptable way to 
wear the uniform. 

 
2. Non-band students will not be allowed in the bandstands.  High school band 

members may sit with the Jr. High Band with director’s approval only.  
Former high school band members and jr. high band students may sit with the 
high school band on Friday nights with director’s approval. 

 
3. Sit in your assigned sections and DO NOT move about during the game. 

 
4. No food or drinks, with the exception of water, are allowed in the stands 

during quarters that the band is performing. 
 

5. Don’t play your instrument at any time the band is NOT playing.  That 
includes but not limited to going to and from the stadium. The ballgame is a 
performance and not a rehearsal. Percussion is to play with the full band or as 
a section on an organized cadence or feature. 

 
6. Watch the director at all times when he is in front of the band.  Get music up 

rapidly when it is called.  We should be READY to play at the appropriate 
time. 

 
7. Do not make discourteous remarks to visiting bands. 

 
8. Each person should have a lyre/flip folder for his or her own instrument. 

 
9. File orderly and promptly from the stands to the assembling point before the 

half time show.  Do not play instruments on the way to the assembling point.  
Once at the warm-up, pay close attention to details that are given from the 
director.  The ballgame may be exciting but our job is to get ready to perform, 
therefore, all attention should be given to your director. 

 
10. Two people at a time will be excused to use the restroom with the directors’ 

permission. 
 
****Failure to adhere to any of the above could possibly result in: 

a. packing up instrument    d.  Saturday school 
b. loss of third quarter break    e.  Office referral  
c. suspension from a performance  
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Trip Procedures and Expected Conduct 
 
ALL BAND MEMBERS are expected to ride to an away performance on the district 
provided school bus.  Band members may ride home with parents from a performance if 
a written and signed note from a parent has been received two school days prior to an 
event. If the note is not received two school days prior to a trip, students will be 
required to ride the bus back from the performance.  If this becomes a problem the 
standard procedure for band trips will be that ALL STUDENTS WILL RIDE TO 
AND BACK FROM PERFORMANCES ON DISTRICT PROVIDED 
TRANSPORTATION.  Everyone’s cooperation is greatly needed to enjoy the luxury of 
not riding home on the bus.  It is imperative that this procedure be followed so that school 
administrators are aware of students that are not traveling back with the band.  Directors 
will only release a student to his/her parent.  Please do not make a request to leave a 
performance with anyone except a parent.  If other arrangements are necessary, please 
notify directors before the deadline if possible so that other arrangements may be 
approved.  Trip conduct is a very important element in the continued success of our band 
program.  All students are expected to conduct themselves like young adults.  Any 
student using loud or foul language, smoking, having any connection with illegal or 
controlled substances, or any other improper actions while on a trip will be dealt with as 
if the offense had occurred on school grounds.  Talking and laughter on busses are 
permitted but it must be controlled.  Everyone should have an opportunity to enjoy a 
conversation so others should keep that in mind and be thoughtful enough to sit with the 
individual that you want to communicate with so that nice controlled conversations may 
be experienced by all.  Upon arrival at any destination, full instructions will be given to 
all.  Everyone is expected to follow these instructions to the letter.  ALL SCHOOL 
HANDBOOK RULES ARE ALSO IN EFFECT DURING TRIPS.  REMEMBER 
WHEN IN DOUBT…. DON’T.   If you have any questions about these rules while on a 
trip, please do not hesitate to ask one of the directors! 
 
 

UNIFORMS 
 
During the early part of marching season everyone should plan on purchasing a t-shirt 
that will correspond to the current year’s show. Later in the season everyone will be 
assigned a fitted uniform.  Once the uniform has been assigned, the student is responsible 
for that particular uniform based on the issued uniform and its corresponding number.  
Do not exchange any part of the uniform without permission from the director in charge 
of uniform check-out.  If exchanges are made without permission and the uniform part 
comes up missing the person that the uniform was originally checked out to is responsible.  
Each student will pay a uniform cleaning fee of $7.00 which will help to cover the cost of 
maintenance and dry-cleaning.  However, if uniform abuse is suspected a student may be 
asked to have uniform repaired or cleaned depending upon which is appropriate.  All 
uniforms are to be hung neatly and correctly at all times.  Leadership students will do 
period checks and those found guilty of not hanging uniforms up properly will have points 
deducted for this violation.   
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Some uniforms may need to be altered.  Alterations can be done by parents but should be 
done without cutting any part of the uniform material.  Students should always wear a 
pair of athletic or gym shorts underneath the uniform pants so that changing in and out 
of the uniform can be done expediently. 
 
The student is responsible for keeping up with the uniform and uniform parts checked 
out to him or her.  The student is also responsible for replacing any lost parts of the 
uniform while checked out to him or her.   During marching band rehearsals, students 
should wear tennis shoes.  Strapless shoes or sandals do not allow the student to 
rehearse with good marching fundamentals because of the construction of those 
types of shoes. Students will not be allowed to rehearse without proper shoes.  For 
performances all band members will wear the approved black marching band shoe.  Those 
that have them from last year may use the same shoe.  Those that need may order those 
shoes through the band office.  Band shoes are approximately $25.00 and must be paid 
for when picking them up from the band office. 

 
RECOGNITION: 
 
The program strives to always recognize the achievement of each musician at all levels.  
Each student is encouraged to practice and perform to the best of his or her ability level 
and through that process, is recognized periodically throughout each school year.  Band 
night is an evening in which all the members of the marching band are recognized for 
their accomplishments during the marching season.  During the spring semester the band 
will recognize its members at the Band Banquet.  Junior high students are recognized at 
their spring awards assembly.  In addition, 12th grade band members are awarded a band 
jacket or blanket recognizing them for participating in the program from their beginning 
years through their senior year.  Requirements for receiving the blanket or jacket are as 
follows:   1) Remain in band throughout the senior year.  2) No unexcused absence from 
a rehearsal or performance. This also includes summer band rehearsals 3) Audition for 
the All-Region Band (the audition must represent your current musical ability) and 
participate, if selected to the All-Region or All-State band unless directly involved in 
another school related event.   
 

LETTERING POLICY:  
 
To earn a band letter jacket, you must accumulate 100 points, as well as complete three 
successful years as a member of the band program. Sizing for the jackets will take place 
during the summer of a candidate’s upcoming senior year. Here are the ways to earn the 
points: 
 

1. 20 Points per year of band participation. (10 points per semester) 
2. 10 Points each year, for the selection and performance with the All Region 

organizations such as Jr. High All Region, and Sr. High All Region.\ 
3. 100 Points for selection into the Arkansas All State Band. 
4. 10 Points for participation in any summer band camp. 
5. 10 Points for being selected and participating in Four States Bandmasters 

Clinic.  
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6. 5 Points for any volunteer work that benefits the program, such as but not 
limited to: Helping in the concession stand, giving lessons to another band 
student, and help building marching band Props as needed. This will not exceed 
30 Points.  
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Camden Fairview School District Band Trip 
 Health History & Permission for Emergency Care 

Camden Fairview School District 
2020-2021 

 

Student     D.O.B.   Today’s Date   

 

Parent/Guardian       Grade    

 

Address            

 

Phone: Home    Cell    Work    

 

Name of person to call in case of emergency (if parent cannot be reached):    

 

   Phone: Home     Cell     

 

Does the student have any health problems that the directors or school nurse should be 

aware of such as ASTHMA, ALLERGIES, HEARING OR VISION IMPAREMENT, 

DIABETES, EPILEPSY, OR SEIZURES, SICKLE CELL DISEASE, HEART OR 

KIDNEY PROBLEMS, etc? No    Yes     

 

If yes please give details:          

 

Does the student take any medication ON A REGULAR BASIS, such as medication for 

seizures, hyperactivity, behavior control, etc? No  Yes  If yes, please 

list the medication(s) and what it is given for :      

             

 

Last date of Tetanus shot:    . 

 

I authorize this information to be shared with staff personnel including bus drivers when 

deemed necessary; I also authorize sharing of above information with E.M.T.’s and other 

emergency care personnel in case of emergency. 

 

In case of sudden illness or accident requiring more attention than normal first, if I cannot 

be contacted, I hereby authorize any medical and/or surgical care, including diagnosis 

and treatment, to be rendered to my child by any licensed physician, surgeon, or clinic 

when accomplished by school personnel. 

I will notify the appropriate band director if any of the above information changes. 

 

       

Signature-Parent/Guardian   
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Handbook Signature/Student Data Form 
 
 
I______________________________hereby affirm that I have read and thoroughly 
understand the Camden Fairview Band Handbook/Syllabus.  I further affirm that I will 
abide by the rules, regulations, and intent of said Handbook/Syllabus.  I also understand 
the penalties for not doing so.  I understand that an unexcused absence from a rehearsal 
or performance will affect my point accumulation if the reason for missing is something 
other than those listed as excused absences as outlined in this book.  I have had all 
questions concerning the content of this handbook answered and will do my best to live 
up to the rules and expectations as expressed in therein. 
 
STUDENT SIGNATURE      Date    
 
 
I\We have read the CAMDEN FAIRVIEW BAND HANDBOOK and had discussed it 
with my\our child.  We will do our best to encourage him\her to abide by the rules and 
expectations of the band as expressed in the handbook. 
 
PARENT(S) SIGNATURE      Date    
 
 

 
STUDENT DATA 

 
Last Name_____________________, First___________________MI________ 
 
Address____________________________City________________Zip________ 
 
Date of Birth_________________________Phone#____________________ 
 
Email Address______________________________________ 
 
Name of Parent or Guardian_______________________________________ 
 
Mother’s Work Phone____________________ Father’s Work Phone_____________ 
 
Instrument__________________ Own_________ School Rental________________ 
 
Make__________________ Model________________ Serial#___________________ 
 
Transportation to School: Bus    Vehicle   
 
Activities, other than band, that you participate in: 
            
             

 


