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Meet the Staff 
Maddie Blochlinger
   

Grade: 12

Nickname: Maddifer

Favorites.....

Candy: Payday

Christmas Present: 
Pop and Candy

Singer: Morgan Wallen

Brand of Tupperware: 
Pyrex

Fictional Doctor:      
Meredith Grey

Holiday: Christmas 

Candle: Pumpkin      
Cinnamon swirl

“‘Plus-Size Sexy Mob-
ster Costume’

“I stole my grandma’s 
lint roller today” 

Fall was 2 days long. 

“Dude. A third is bigger 
than a fourth”

“That cabinet smells 
spicy.”

“Imagine never eating a 
churro”

“I have two speeds, 
slow and stop”

“I’m a goverment spider”

Have something to say? 
Email: chloe.beims@usd333.com

Litter Box
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     On October 1, the Majestic Theater opened 
its door for the first time under new manage-
ment. V.I.P. Cinema bought Concordia’s the-
ater from B&B. Under this new company the 
prices are lower, movies are shown more often, 
and new concessions are introduced. 

   V.I.P. Majestic Four theater will now be 
open from 10 A.M. to 10 P.M. Ticket prices 
before noon cost $4.99. This includes a free 
small popcorn. Showtimes before 6 P.M. will 
cost $5.99. All showtimes after 6 P.M. will cost 
$6.99. 

Although there is no senior discount, there is 
a Senior Monday when tickets will cost $5.00 
and will include $1 off any size combo. Those 
who are 55 and over get this discount. Every 
Tuesday, ticket prices cost $5.00. All kids who 
are under two are free. The theater will be open 
365 days a year. Holiday hours may differ from 
the usual 10 to 10.

  The morning showtimes are aimed at fam-
ilies with small kids and at the elderly. They 
will be more family friendly movies. The 
showtimes during the afternoon are aimed for 
a broader audience.   

The R-rated policy doesn’t change from 
B&B’s stance. You must be 17 or older to buy 
your own ticket. If you are 16 or younger a per-

son 21 or older must buy your ticket for you. 
The major change with this is that the person 
who is 21 or older does not have to stay and 
watch the movie. You may also get confirma-
tion from a guardian over the phone. College 
IDs are now being accepted. 

   Prices are much lower. Candy is now sell-
ing for two to three dollars. The sizes for pop-
corn and drinks start at “small” and go to “ex-
tra large”. If you buy a V.I.P. Cinema tub for 
$21.95 you get $2 refills for the remainder of 
the year. 

  Michael Allen, manager of the theater said, 
“The public is going to love [the change]. They 
will be able to go to the movies in Concordia 
for the cheapest they have ever been able to. 
They will be able to get more for their money.” 

 Concessions include an array of candy, na-
chos, popcorn, soda, Icee’s, pretzels, cotton 
candy, and Dippin Dots. More additions are 
yet to come. Cherry Pepsi is also being added 
to the soda choices. Bottled peach tea, water, 
and other drinks will be added. Large and extra 
large drinks and popcorn get free refills. Me-
dium and small sizes cost one dollar to refill. 
Popcorn still gets free seasoning and butter. 

  All gold card members will still be honored. 
All courtesy tickets, as long as they are not ex-

pired, will be accepted, but B&B gift cards will 
not be accepted. They will still work at any 
other B&B theater. If you have any questions 
or concerns regarding your B&B gift card you 
may contact Michael Allen, theater manager. 

     Zoe Rincon-Charbonneau, an employee 
at the Majestic theater for two years, said this 
about the change. “I’ve been able to call B&B 
home for quite a long time, but the change is 
going to bring a positive impact to the commu-
nity. I expect the attendance to double within a 
couple of months. More showtimes will draw 
people in. I’m excited to see what V.I.P. Cin-
ema does for this town.”

     V.I.P. Cinema currently owns eight the-
aters. This company originally started by 
making seating for theaters. They eventually 
branched out and bought their first theater. 
Since then it hasn’t stopped growing. Their 
goal is to provide small towns with affordable 
movies prices and concessions. 

  If you have questions or concerns you 
may contact the V.I.P. Majestic Four theater at 
the email info@concordiamovies.com or call 
785-243-1611. You may also visit www.con-
cordiamovies.com to see the showtimes. Wel-
come V.I.P. Cinema! 

 V.I.P. Cinema Takes Over
Chloe Beims
Editor

  In theatre it is considered “bad luck” to wish an actor or actress good 
luck. Instead, cast members encourage each other to “break a leg”. 

 The Concordia High School Drama Club will be performing “A Doc-
tor in Spite of Himself”. While this play is not about a doctor breaking 
his leg or anyone else’s, it is a comedy about a peasant man who gets 
mistaken as a doctor thanks to his vengeful wife.  The play has been 
translated numerous times and into many languages. Originally, how-
ever, this comedy was written in 1666 by Moliere in France.

 Director Chris Stiles said, “I chose this play for a couple of reasons. 
One, I was in it in high school. Two, I love Moliere. And so I chose to 
write my adaptation, but after working on it for awhile, I realized it was 
moving from “‘by Moliere, adapted to Chris Stiles’ to ‘written by Chris 
Stiles, based on the play by Moliere.’” Characters have been added and 
the plot line has been edited. By doing this, Stiles created a Mafia god-
father storyline, something definitely not in the original play. 

 Lengthy hours are spent preparing the set, making costumes, and 
practicing lines. The students practice 15 hours a week for 6 weeks. 
During Fall Break, work is still to be done with 25 hours of practice. 
The actors and actresses have to sacrifice their evenings and working 

hours for rehearsal. 
Although the play requires diligence, it is rewarding. For  Freshamn 

Justice Alexander, this will be her first performance. She said, “ It's 
a feeling of joy and excitement. I've never felt like I belonged until I 
found this magical place.” 

On the other hand, it will be the last performance for senior Maddie 
Johnson. “I'm sad that this year's show will be the last one I'm in with 
my friends and with Mr. Stiles as my director. I'm excited, however, to 
get to spend time with these people putting together a great show.”

     Mr. Stiles is passionate about theatre. He said,“Well, I look for-
ward to rehearsal each day, because I love rehearsals, love working with 
my cast, love watching the whole process come together, love watching 
students get better and better. But in the long term, I'm looking forward 
to hearing the audience laugh, because the play is hilarious.” 

“A Doctor in Spite of Himself” will be performed on November 14th, 
15th, and 16th at 7 P.M. in the high school auditorium. Admission is 
$6 for adults and FREE for students 7-12 grade. The CHS Drama Club 
encourages you to attend on Thursday because it is their hunch you will 
want to see it again on Friday or Saturday. 

Doctor to Break Leg?
by Terin Rundus
Panther Staff Writer

Dollar Tree Is Open for Business
In a small town, any new busi-

ness is exciting. It’s even more 
exciting when the business sells 
stuff we need at prices that al-
most anyone can afford. 

Recently, the CHS Panther staff 
visited the new store and played 
a game called “What Would You 
Buy?” Here are the rules: each staff 

member had to walk the aisles 
and pick only one thing that they 
would like to buy. 

It is evident in the photos that  
they made interesting choices.

They were also impressed with 
many features of the store. First, 
like anything new, the store is 
shiny and clean. Also, the aisles 

are wide which makes shopping 
more enjoyable because the 
customers aren’t worried about 
bumping into anyone or any-
thing. Third, there are many items 
that are unique. 

Ok. Here’s the truth: when the 
Panther staff first found out that 
there was going to be a new busi-

ness in town, they were hoping 
for something like an Applebee’s 
or Dick’s Sporting Goods. Howev-
er, after their visit they had to ad-
mit that Dollar Tree is an excellent 
addition to Concordia. 

Thank you to the whole crew at 
Dollar Tree who let us in early, and 
put up with our nonsense! 
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Student of the 
Month:

Taegen Larsen
     An infant with Down Syndrome does not develop 
two, but three copies of the 21st chromosome. Chro-
mosome 21 contains genes that  produce instructions 
for making protein. These proteins then have differ-
ent roles in the human body.  When an individual 
has this extra genetic material it changes the natural 
course of development and causes the characteristics 
associated with Down Syndrome. 
     More than 400,000 people live with Down Syn-
drome. This genetic anomaly happens to individuals 
of all races and economic levels. Events and activ-
ities like the Buddy Walk have been designed to 
promote and encourage acceptance. This gives those 
with Down Syndrome an opportunity to bond with 
people they probably do not see in their everyday 
lives. They get to meet new people and feel includ-
ed.      
     What’s better than running a mile? Walking a 
mile. The Buddy Walk is a one-mile walk held every 
year not just in Clyde, Kansas, but also across the 
United States. This was developed by the National 
Down Syndrome Society (NDSS) in 1995 to cele-
brate this awareness month in October. The event is 
open for everyone to participate in.
     The second purpose of the Buddy Walk is to raise 
money for local and national programs and services, 
and the Buddy Walk has been ranked in the top 30 

fundraising events nationwide. Many students and 
adults from nearby towns dedicate their time to 
make this event happen. 
     At school, students are encouraged to volunteer 
to help setting up, working shifts, and/or cleaning 
up. Teachers, coaches, and other adults help with 
this event. Multiple CJSHS students and staff volun-
teered their time at the most recent Buddy Walk. 
     When attending the Buddy Walk there are a 
variety of games including scavenger hunts, spin 
the wheel, and cornhole. This event contains many 
games for children, but also attractions for adults.
      When asked to describe his experience Jordan 
Echer said, “I enjoyed the experience. It was fun to 
see all the different ages of people participating in 
the Buddy Walk. I enjoyed getting to interact with 
them and watch how much fun they were having. I 
also loved seeing our football players interact and 
have a good time.”      
   Although this national event is successful, there is 
a lot of planning, organizing, and work put into it.  
The event could not function without all the support 
it receives. 
     The Buddy Walk is not just a full day of celebrat-
ing those with Down Syndrome;  it also includes 
family, friends, and community members who sup-
port them. 

Panthers Participate in Buddy Walk 
By Juana Ayala
Panther Staff Writer

     At the beginning of this 
school year, each sixth grade 
teacher was able to choose 
their own enrichment class 
to benefit their students. 
Shannon James came up 
with the great idea of Hot 
Topics, a class that covers 
news and current events. 
     The Hot Topics class 
covers every type of news 
except politics. When asked 
about why the class started 
James said, “We decided 
to incorporate the reading 
standards within our Core 
classes so we could provide 
our students with some 
enrichment classes. I came 
up with the idea of a current 
events class.” 
     Hot Topics is a nine week 
class that runs for two nine 
weeks. Any sixth grader can 
sign up for the class but the 
teachers try to keep all class-
es equal in size.
     The students keep up 
with the latest events that 
are happening all over the 
world. The class watches 
CNN 10 to get their news, 
and they present their news 
through their newspaper, 
projects, and even videos. 
     The class visits the Blade 
Empire for inspiration on 

the creation of their Limited 
Edition newspaper. 
   Mrs. James provides web-
sites from which the stu-
dents to pull their articles. 
The students have to keep 
their topics school appropri-
ate, but they are free to pick 
what interests them and 
what they believe are the 
most newsworthy topics for 
the class.
     Mrs. James provides 
guidance and direction 
for the students on locat-
ing the articles or even the 
ideas if needed. James said, 
“So far the students have 
done a great job working 
independently. When the 
students finish their arti-
cles and send them to me, I 
format the entire newspaper 
myself. It’s not easy putting 
an entire paper together 
correctly, so credit should 
also be given to those on 
the high school newspaper 
staff.”  
    The program is off to 
an exciting and promising 
start. It has given the mid-
dle school students a great 
opportunity to express their 
creativity and to broaden 
their knowledge.

Middle School Newspaper
By Dylan Thoman
Panther Staff Writer

     The CHS girls tennis team had an outstanding 
season. They set their goals high, and it paid off. 
They brought home multiple medals and won the 
Phillipsburg Quad and the Concordia Invitational. 
Coach Micheal Wahlmeier said, “Seniors are always 
special. Having eleven of them on this team has 
made them even more so. Riley is just a sophomore 
and has also been a major part of our success. It has 
been a rewarding year.” 
     The team faced some sickness obstacles, but the 
girls kept their eyes on the prize. 
     CHS senior Macy McMillian has played tennis 
for four years. She plays doubles with her friend 
Ciara Kearn. McMillian said, “Ciara and I had an 
awesome season with a few hiccups along the way, 
but we were excited to exceed our goals. I am so 
proud of our team and all the amazing tennis they 
played this year.”
     CHS senior Ciara Kearn has also played since she 
was a freshman. Kearn said, “This season has been 
one to remember because we have medaled at every 
event, and we had a team of mainly seniors which 

was incredible.” Kearn and McMillian set their goal 
of making it to State, and they did just that. They 
even ended up winning their first match at the State 
Tournament. 
      The Junior Varsity team also had a successful 
season. They placed 2nd at League and brought 
home several other medals. This year’s team was 
full of unselfish players which led to having a great 
season for both Varsity and Junior Varsity.
     Coach John Turner said his favorite memories 
from the season were, “making Liz Duvall cry with 
laughter when the pressure was on and seeing her 
come out on top in her match. I also enjoyed seeing 
Nicole Turner and Bethanie McCall go undefeated 
at Home Invite, rides in the Suburban with the girls, 
and seeing Karlee Walhmeier be a mentor to un-
derclassmen at NCKL.” Coach Walhmeier said his 
favorite part was, “Getting the ice bucket dumped 
on me after our home tournament.”     
     CHS faculty and student body are proud of this 
team!

CHS Tennis Makes a Statement
By Wyatt Trost 
Panther Staff Writer

Congratulations to Macy 
McMillan and Ciara

 Kearn for making it to 
State Tennis!
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TRANSLATE:

Cô giáo đầy những hạt thạch 
đen trắng.

Take your translation to the library.
The first 2 correct answers win a prize!

     During the month of October 
many thrill seekers go to haunted 
attractions. There are different types 
of attractions such as trails, houses, 
and mazes. However, this year Bon-
ner Springs, Kansas held their third 
Exiled Trail of Terrors. 
      The trail consists of a one-mile 
hike into the woods. There is a fee of 
25 dollars at the gate, or you can pay 
online before you arrive. Each person 
has to sign a waver saying that the ac-
tors can touch you, but that you can’t 
touch them. Each group is given two 
red flashlights. Along the trail people 
encounter clowns, butchers, hu-
man-like wolves, and other specters. 
     The first destination along the 
trail is a clown tent that has clowns 
jumping out and chasing people. The 
second destination is a butcher’s tent. 
In the tent is a butcher cutting up a 
fake dead body, and you have to try 
and sneak past him or he will chase 
after you. 
     The third destination features two 
buses that are crashed on the side of 
the hill. One faces toward you and the 
other faces the opposite way. Once 
you reach the bus, you have to climb 
up the slippery walkway into one 
of the buses and try to walk out of 
the bus without being caught by the 
demented teacher. Once you leave the 
bus you walk to the next destination. 
     The fourth destination has Bar-
bies, babies, and mannequins. After 
that you walk to the fifth destination 
which is a science lab. In the science 
lab you see strange things. While in 
the lab you have to try and not get 
caught by the scientist’s experiments. 
If they see you, then they chase you 
to the next destination. 
     At the sixth destination you have 
to crawl through a tight space. Once 
you make it through the crawl space, 
you make it to a zombie dance floor. 
The zombies then chase you to the 
man with the chainsaw. There is no 

getting by the chainsaw man; you 
have to walk through a small wooded 
area with no place to go. Your last 
destination includes a wolfman who 
chases you out of the Trail of Terrors. 
     Maddie Blochlinger a senior, 
and many CHS alumni attended the 
attraction on October 5th. Blochlinger 
said the most difficult part of the trail 
was not passing out. She had a hard 
time walking through the bus and the 
zombie dance floor. 
     Adam Budreau, a former student 
at CHS said, “ My favorite part was 
when Carson McMillian and I walked 
out of the bus and were waiting on 
the rest of the group; a little girl 
popped out from underneath a tarp 
and grabbed our feet. McMillian and 
I hit the ground, and I think I acciden-
tally kicked her in the face. McMil-
lan said, “The 25 dollars was totally 
worth it.” 

Exiled Into the Woods
Panther Staff Writer
Maddifer Blochlinger

      Five years ago, the CHS Media Cen-
ter saw its first major renovation since its 
construction in 1972. This involved the 
42 year old carpet getting torn out and 
replaced, as well as new electrical outlets, 
and the walls received a coat of paint.    
     After Tawni Retter became the 5-12 
librarian, she immediately thought of ways 
to make further improvements. Since then, 
there have been numerous additions to the 
Media Center, making it one of the most 
modern parts of the building. 
     The first thing that Retter changed 
was the paint color from blue, yellow, 
and green to the school color of red and a 
neutral gray. 
     After that she and Kelly Struebing 
picked out the design for the new media 
tables, as well as deciding on the style of 
the chairs. 
     When senior Ivon Owen asked about 
bringing in a video game console for the 
big TV,  Retter remembered that there was 
an original Wii in the back of a storage 
closet. Since then, students have enjoyed 
playing games during PAWS on the Wii. 

Everyone’s favorite addition, however, is 
the Panther Perk coffee bar.
     Between 30-40 people use the Panther 
Perk each morning, with 10-15 waiting for 
the Media Center doors to unlock so that 
they can be the first ones in line. Retter 
usually sells around 200 cups a day, with 
many of those sales happening before the 
first bell rings. 
     At first, this caused some students to 
be tardy for first hour, however, now that 
people are more accustomed to the sched-
ule, there have been fewer tardies. The 
fundraising effort for the Panther Perk was 
greatly assisted by many CHS alumni who 
wanted to make the high school experi-
ence better for all of us.
      Retter’s favorite change has been the 
traffic; more kids have been going in and 
out of the Media Center than ever before.
     A  grant has just been written for a new 
project so we can soon expect something 
new any day now. Until then, all of us can 
enjoy the improvements that have been 
added, turning our old library into a new 
and improved Media Center.

Media Center Modifications
By Aidan Poore
Panther Staff Writer

Congratulations to Girls Golf on making it to State. 
Also Shout Out to Abby Donovan on placing 3rd at 

STATE!

Congratulations to band on 
receiving an other superior 

rating!
The band attended the the High 
Plains Marching Festival at Fort 

Hays State. 
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What’s Trending At CHS?......

This district is an equal opportunity employer 
and shall not discriminate in its employment 

practices and policies with respect to hiring, com-
pensation, terms, conditions, or privileges of em-
ployment because of an individual’s race, color, 
religion, sex, age, disablity or national origin.

Inquiries regarding compliance may be directed 
to Superintendent, 217 W. 7th Street, Concordia, 

Kansas 66901-2803
 (785) 243-3518

Consecutive Wins PAWS Fubar

Dryer Fire

Tornado Drill Snafu

New School??

Prohibiton Game

JUUL Lawsuit

Mahomes’ Injury

Dollar Tree

First Snow

     Everyone loves assemblies. They get 
you out of class, and they include entertain-
ing speakers who provide important infor-
mation. 

     However, assemblies are a privilege. A 
privilege that some students take advantage 
of, but there is a set of expectations for both 
the students and the speakers. These are not 
always upheld, as we saw during the anti-
bullying assembly on Friday, September 
27th.

    There are rules that guide how students 
should behave during assemblies, but at 
CHS many students ignore them.  

   As an audience member your role is 
clear. You sit calmly, listen to the speaker, 
and participate in discussions only when 
asked. These rules aren’t put into place to 
take the fun out of assemblies; they exist to 
keep the students from behaving like buf-
foons. 

   It’s a matter of respect. When you are 
screaming and acting immaturely it not only 
diverts the attention of other students, it is 
also incredibly disrespectful to the speaker.    

   You may think that you and your group 
of friends are the most amusing comedians 
in the world, but I can guarantee that it only 
makes you look like a group of ill-mannered 
dolts. Zip it. You can share your mediocre 
jokes with your friends later.

     The speakers who come to our school 
are our guests. We need to treat them as 
such. Most of them have been traveling 
around the state speaking to many schools. 

     There may be times, such as the anti-
bullying assembly, where it is difficult to 

stay interested and focused, but it’s impor-
tant to remember that we still need to be re-
spectful. 

There are certain speakers that are not 
suited to high school students, and during 
these lectures it can be a struggle to pay at-
tention. It is a speaker’s job to adapt to the 
audience they are presenting to. 

     This did not happen during the anti-
bullying lecture. It made it difficult to relate 
to the information, and it led to pure chaos. 
The “jokes” went too far, students became 
offended, the crowd was not well behaved, 
and the speaker fed into it.

     Your behavior also affects the teach-
ers. Normally, there are five or six teachers 
who try to supervise the entire auditorium. 
There are other teachers and administrators 
present, but it’s the same teachers who end 
up being in charge of crowd control. These 
teachers do their best to tame the mayhem, 
but it’s difficult when there’s only a few 
teachers trying. 

     There needs to be a new system. There 
was an attempt to make the students sit with 
their PAWS teachers during the assembly, 
but this wasn’t possible because students 
were to report straight to the auditorium 
after lunch. They didn’t go to their PAWS 
classroom.

     Zac Morris said, “I was super embar-
rased by our student body and their behav-
ior.” It is clear that changes need to be made 
to prevent another assembly like this from 
happening again. Assemblies can be fun and 
entertaining but only if the students and the 
speaker follow the rules expected of them. 

     

Editorial: Assembly Behavior
By Conner Thrash
Panther Staff Writer

Nick Vignery
Panther Staff Writer
Everyone has heard of Area 51, right? But do they actually know anything 

about it? Area 51 is a highly classified United States Air Force facility located 
within the Nevada Test and Training Range.  The USAF acquired the site in 1955 
after a UFO crash landed there. The government said the UFO was a top secret 
weather balloon, but witnesses vehmently denied this. Since then, people have 
questioned the use of this area. According to the USAF, it is used as an open 
training range.

Based on the intense secrecy of Area 51, people have generated many conspir-
acy theories about what actually happens within the fences. The base has never 
been declared a secret base, but all research and occurrences in Area 51 are top 
secret and are considered sensitive information. The CIA publicly acknowledged 
the existence of the base for the first time on June 25, 2013, following a Freedom 
of Information Act.  

  Recently, there was a meme posted about raiding Area 51. Many people saw 
this and took it seriously and made a Facebook group about it. People started 
joining the group rapidly, and before long the group had more than two million 
who said they were for the idea. 

 The man behind the  scheme, Matty Roberts, who had planned to turn his 
meme into a movement, soon regretted this when the FBI showed up at his house 
to investigate. He then decided to say that it was just a joke that turned into some-
thing uncontrollable. He organized the event called “Alien Stock” which was a 
music-filled weekend of DJs playing against a backdrop of alien imagery in the 
town closest to Area 51, Rachel. The rest of his summer was spent encourag-
ing people to head out there for a good time. At one point, the Lincoln County 
sheriff’s department estimated that up to 30,000 people might travel to Rachel 
and Area 51 throughout the weekend. In the end, a spokesperson told Vox, about 
6,000 people made it out. Visitors weren’t exactly met with open arms by Ra-
chel’s 54 residents who mostly wanted to be left alone. 

Halloween Trivia
A- What were the first jack-o-lanterns made of?
B- Where did bobbing for apples start?
C- What’s the most popular Halloween candy?
D- Halloween tops the candy sales. True or False?
E- What was the first indivudually wrapped candy?

A- Tunips, B- Ancient Rome, C- Chocolate, D- True, E- Tootsie Rolls

Area 51 Raid
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