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Doug Moore
     Moore has taught here at CJSHS for 36 years. Throughout his ca-
reer he has taught Language Arts, 7th through 10th grade; and P.E./
Health, 7th through 9th grade. The best part of the job for Moore is 
the size of the school. He said that it’s not too big and not too small. 
He is looking forward to not grading papers and catching up students 
who miss school. 
     Moore is, “ready to call it a day,” after teaching for 42 years. 
His plans for now are to stay in Concordia. Moore said, “I started 
kindergarten when I was four, so I have been going to school for 60 
years straight.” 

  Mrs. Stover has been teaching at CJSHS for 22 years. While she has been here, she has had a variety of responsibilities. She 
has taught Chemistry I and II, Physical Science,  and 8th grade Earth Science. Stover has also been a Scholars’ Bowl coach and 
the Friends of Rachel and Science Club Sponsor. For Stover, the best part of working at CJSHS has been her fellow coworkers 
and students. Stover will not miss extra duty or grading papers and projects. However, she will miss her coworkers and students 
most of all. She stated, “I will miss, every year, getting a few students fired up about chemistry!” She has also enjoyed watching 
students in their events such as sports, art, or music. Her reasons for retiring are simple; she is ready for a new phase in life. 
After retiring, Stover will stay busy with a new part-time job. She also plans on spending more time with her family, especially 
her granddaughter, and on crossing places off of her travel bucket list. Stover has thoroughly enjoyed her 22 years at CJSHS. 
Stover said, “I hope I have made a positive difference in at least a few students’ lives. I know they have made a positive dif-
ference in mine!”

Denise Stover

     Mrs. Rice has been in the Concordia School District for nearly twelve years. Unfortunately she will leaving us at the end of 
this school year to move closer to home and to be closer to family. Mrs. Rice started out as an at-risk teacher along with Mr. 
Rundus while also helping in the CHS library her first year. She then moved to the old CMS as the art teacher and librarian for 
a few years. She then took a year off to be a Parents As Teachers educator and worked half time as an ESL coordinator/teacher. 
Rice returned full time in 2016 as the district librarian, working at CHS in the mornings and CES in the afternoons. Mrs. Rice 
says that the best part during her time at USD 333 was getting to work with great staff and students. Rice loved that she got to 
teach art and be librarian because it makes life easier when you enjoy what you do. Rice also says that she will not miss driving 
between two buildings, because she likes to be able to focus on one building. 
     The Rices have a few reasons why they are leaving and going to Otis Bison. One reason is so their kids will be ten minutes 
away from their grandparents. Mrs. Rice said “It was a hard decision when Concordia has so much to offer for a town this size, 
but the chance for our kids to grow up closer to family was important to us.” Otis Bison is a small consolidated school district 
close to Great Bend. Rice will be returning to a league school where she grew up in Kinsley, Kansas. She will be the at-risk 
teacher/librarian there.
     Mrs. Rice said, “I would just like to thank all the great teachers and staff I’ve had a chance to work with here the past 12 
years. I have so many great memories and funny stories that are irreplaceable.”

Charis Rice

Sharon Applebee
       Sharon Applebee has spent 29 years into the CHS library. She started out as a half-time secretary in the main office 
at CHS and later changed to full-time library secretary when the position became available. She loved getting to know 
each student personally, and having the chance to work with Lora Watson, an English teacher here at CHS, and with 
Charis Rice, the library coordinator. Applebee will miss the library Happy Helpers who assist her every day during 
PAWS, and she will miss the library aides. She was blessed to get this job and she’s happy she’s spent 29 years here. 
She had planned to retire at 30 years at the same time Ms. Watson retires, but because her position was eliminated she 
is moving on. Applebee was offered several other positions, but she did not want to train for another job just to stay 
one more year. On the bright side, she won’t have to deal with the library chaos during PAWS. She will be focusing 
on unfinished projects at home and on spending time with her grandchildren. 

CHS Faculty Say Goodbye
BY: Panther staff writers

 
     Brenda Gilliland has worked at CJHS for nineteen years. While at CHS she has taught computer applications, accounting, 
and business classes. Over the years she has had other responsibilities at school such as FBLA advisor, prom sponsor, business 
department chair, and CTE director. During her years she has enjoyed helping students acquire real world skills and knowledge 
that they will use as they continue their education and even more so when they begin their careers. Just like any other job Gil-
liland has many co-workers that she cares for. Mrs. Gilliland said, “I will miss the great teachers that I have worked with for so 
many years, and the special relationships I have had with students.” Although she loves her students and facility members Gil-
liland said, “ I will not miss carrying home every day, my backpack full of assignments that need graded.” After nineteen years of 
teaching Gilliland has decided to resign and is still looking for employment in the business sector where she  can use her account-
ing, Microsoft Office, and business skills. This summer Gilliland plans to go on a vacation with her children and grandchildren. 
Mrs. Gilliland will be greatly missed by the students and staff at CHS, but we all wish her the best. 

Brenda Gilliland

Best 
Wishes!!
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Go
Panthers!

Student of the Month

Chloe Hibbs

Brandon Rice
     After 12 years of filling what seems like every position there is to fill at Concordia High School, AD/Assistant Principal 

Brandon Rice is heading home. Over the years Rice has held many positions including At-Risk teacher, ESL coordinator, assistant 
football coach, head boys’ basketball coach, and AD/Assistant principal. “I am very fortunate to have been able to work with such 
an incredible staff for the past 12 years,” Rice said. 

     Rice said he will miss the relationships he’s built with students and staff. Next year Rice will be heading back toward his 
hometown to take up the position of head principal at a school nearby. We have no doubt that the Otis-Bison school district will be 
in good hands, and we wish good luck to Mr. Rice.

   Mrs Greene has only been at CHS for one year, however, she is leaving next year to move closer to her friends and for 
other personal reasons. This year Greene taught 7-12 Family & Consumer Sciences and was the FCCLA adviser. Greene said, 
“ The best part about Concordia is the people, from students to coworkers to administrators. I have enjoyed everyone that I 
have had the opportunity to work with this year.” Greene will be teaching Family & Consumer Sciences and junior high read-
ing & English in Ewing, Nebraska, next year. She said, “My time in Concordia has been wonderful! Even though I was only 
here for one year, saying goodbye to my awesome students and co-workers still isn’t easy. I am so glad I had the opportunity 
to be a Concordia Panther and wish nothing but the best for everyone I had privilege of teaching & working with!”

Chelsey Greene

Austin Kingsbury
 Austin Kingsbury has filled many positions at CHS. For the last four years, Kingsbury has held the positions of weights 

teacher, head football coach, head track coach, and assistant junior high wrestling coach. However, Kingsbury will be not be re-
turning to CHS for next school year. 

 Next year, Kingsbury will be filling multiple positions at Lakewood Middle School in Salina, Kansas. He will have the 
roles of middle school P.E. teacher, defensive coordinator for the high school football team, assistant high school wrestling coach, 
and assistant high school track coach. While Kingsbury will not miss the school building at CHS, he will miss the people here. “I 
have had to change teaching and coaching jobs once before; you always miss the people and the relationships most.” 

 It is always hard to move and leave a place and the people there behind. Kingsbury said, “To all of the faculty, staff, and 
students: you welcomed and accepted my family with open arms. I will be forever grateful for the time spent together and the 
lifelong relationships that have been built here. Thank you for all the great memories.”

Good luck to the baseball team 
at 

reGionals!!

come support your panthers at 
the concordia sports complex. 
panthers play at 4:00 tuesday.

Ten Things to Avoid 
This Summer

1. Ticks
2. Firework Injuries
3. MIC/MIP
4. Poison Ivy
5. Mosquitoes
6. Traffic tickets
7. Sunburns
8. Break-ups
9. Heat Stroke
10. Allergies

Make sure to be smart and 
safe this summer!
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What’s Trending At CHS?......

This district is an equal opportunity employer and 
shall not discriminate in its employment practices 
and policies with respect to hiring, compensation, 

terms, conditions, or privileges of employment 
because of an individual’s race, color, religion, sex, 
age, disablity or national origin.Inquiries regarding 
compliance may be directed to Superintendent, 217 

W. 7th Street, Concordia, Kansas 66901-2803
 (785) 243-3518

New AD Meeting

Senior Skip Day Health Department Bags

Householter Memorial

Yearbook Opening

Vending Machine Thieves

Kentucky Derby FinishHAIL!!!

New Hires

End of the Year!

CHS Seniors Sign on for Next Year
By Panther Staff Writers

   Kemling will be attending Kansas State University 
to major in Business and to minor in Pre-Law. While at 
Kansas State, she will be the coxswain for the univer-
sity’s rowing team. Kemling has participated in athlet-
ics all her life and plans to continue in college. She said, 
“Being involved in athletics has helped me study harder 
and earn better grades. Sports also gives me a second 
family full of teammates who support me through thick 
and thin.” Kemling is excited to start her new journey 
and is thankful for everyone who has helped her along 
the way.

 Emma Wahlmier will be attending Cloud County 
Community College next year. She plans to further her 
career in cheer and track at CCCC. While in college, 
Emma plans to study dental hygiene. Her biggest con-
cern for next year is juggling cheer, track, and school. 
Even though she has her concerns she is excited to go 
to college and meet new people.

Sreya Kemling

Emma Wahlmier

   After graduating, Katlynn Miller will be playing basket-
ball at Bethel College. She is continuing her basketball ca-
reer because it has always been a stress reliever for her, and it 
teaches her life skills she will need in her future. “Basketball 
isn’t always easy. It pushes me past my limits. It challenges 
me. I enjoy the challenge. It helps me grow as a person on 
and off the court. It’s not always easy, but it is worth it,” 
Miller said. While at Bethel Miller will also be majoring in 
psychology.

Katlynn Miller

  Long will be attending Cloud County Community 
College to continue his soccer career. While playing 
soccer he will also be majoring in writing. Long was 
only in CHS for one year, but he said he has really en-
joyed it. Long wants to play soccer at CCCC under his 
dad as head coach to repay him for then many years of 
training. After CCCC, Long will be attending Kansas 
City Art Institute to pursue a degree in filmmaking.

Dalton Long

 Maddy Meyer will be attending Fort Hays State Uni-
versity. Recently she was chosen to be a part of the Tiger 
Deb Dance Team. While at CHS, Meyer was on the dance 
team for three years. However, she has been dancing at a 
studio for over ten years. Meyer stated, “Dance has always 
been a part of my life, and I wasn’t quite ready to give up 
the appreciation I have for it.” While at Fort Hays Meyer 
will be majoring in Animal Science/Pre-Vet. CHS wishes 
her the best of luck in her future endeavors. 

Maddy Meyer

 Dyelan Reed is going to play basketball at Cloud Coun-
ty. Reed plans to major in something in the sports field 
because it has been his passion since day one. He said, 
“I want to further my career because ever since I was a 
little kid I have always aspired to be a college athlete. It’s 
a dream come true to play at the next level.” Reed would 
like to thank all the students, teachers, and coaches who 
have contributed to his academic and athletic success.

Dyelan Reed

Eli Stephen

For most people, participation in organized sports ends in high school. 
However, for some student athletes high school is just the beginning. Bethany 
Craig will be continuing her dance career at Washburn University next year. 
Craig is excited to keep dancing. “I’m not ready to give it up yet. I love the 
friendships I have gained and will gain.” Craig said that dancing is a great 
stress reliever, and it keeps her in shape. Craig can’t wait to dance on a big-
ger team. “I am excited to travel, and push myself to be better.” While Craig 
has always wanted to dance in college, she has some concerns as well. “I’m 
concerned about managing my time with classes, dance practices, and com-
ing home to see my family.” Craig is thankful to have this opportunity. “I feel 
blessed to be able to continue doing what I love at the next level. I’m thankful 
for everyone that supported me and helped me get here.”

Bethany Craig

   Oklahoma Wesleyan University in Bartlesville, Okla-
homa has opened its arms to Elijah Steffen. He has signed 
on to play tennis. Elijah has enjoyed playing tennis through-
out his high school career and is excited to continue in col-
lege.  “I just want to thank Coach Wahlmeier for always 
believing in me and for helping me turn my dreams into a 
reality.” He plans on majoring in pastoral youth ministry.
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