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Meet the Staff   
Conner Thrash

Grade: 11

Nickname: Connie

Favorites.....
Toilet paper, over or 
under? OVER

Fast food French fries? 
Freddy’s

80’s movie? Sixteen 
Candles

Youtube video? Possi-
bly in Michigan 

Favorite soap scent? 
Twisted Peppermint 

Lunchbox snack? Gush-
ers 

Olympic sport? Figure 
Skating

“It’s not my fault. I didn’t 
know Maryland was a 
frickin’ state!”

“CHIEFS!!”

“I hope the 49ers domi-
nate the Chiefs!”

“Kevin, I think that’s 
Iceland!”

“Do fish have bones?”

“Last night I ate four 
pickles in the dark.”

“If we’re talking about 
speedness or fastness 
I win.”

“I can’t get a girlfreind 
because of you!”

Litter Box

THE

PANTHER         
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     This year at Concordia High 
School one of the most successful 
teams has been the debate team. Their 
success has been undeniable, and this 
season was the first time they placed 
1st at the regional tournament in 21 
years. This is also the second consecu-
tive year that CHS Debate coach Zac 
Morris has taken a team to four-speaker 
state in his 16 years of coaching debate 
at CHS. 

     The four-speaker team that com-
peted at State consisted of juniors Con-
ner Thrash, Ye Gang Lee, and Keegan 
Grogan; and sophomores Braxton Kin-
del and Kylee Hower. 

The affirmative team for State was 
made up of Conner Thrash and Ye Gang 
Lee. They finished with a 4-0 record at 
regionals. The negative team was made 
up of Keegan Grogan and Braxton Kin-
del. They finished with a 2-2 record at 
regionals. Kylee Hower was alternate 
in case something prevented one of the 
other debators from competing. 

This year's debate topic was whether 

or not the United States Government 
should reduce its arms sales to other 
countries.

     Before competing, the team shared 
that they were some a bit nervous, but 
overall they were excited for the op-
portunity to compete at the state level. 
Thrash said that he was most looking 
forward to improving from last year and 
finishing strong at the last tournament 
this season. He also said that debate is 
full of beneficial experiences. Lee said 
that her favorite aspect of debate is the 
teamwork of everybody involved and 
having that trust within her team.

     This team’s greatest strength is 
their tenacity and their good team lead-
ership, said Morris. They showed this 
at State when they placed fourth despite 
having to compete against schools with 
more experienced and better funded 
debate programs. Regardless, the CHS 
Debate team had a prosperous season 
and will surely continue this success 
into the next year.

     Greenhouses allow non-
native plants to grow year round. 
They have been in use since the 
1800s when a French botanist be-
gan growing medicinal tropical 
plants. Greenhouses are crucial 
to repairing the ozone layer and 
are beneficial to effective plant 
growth. Plants are essential in the 
environment and are main oxygen 
producers. 

 Concordia Jr/ Sr High School 
is fortunate to have the opportu-
nity to build a greenhouse on cam-
pus. “The projected timeline is to 
have the greenhouse up sometime 
this spring. It will be operational 
and in use during the 2020- 2021 
school year,” said Krystal Nelson 
Ag Teacher and FFA advisor.

  One of the goals in offering a 
greenhouse class is to be an ex-
tension of the classroom and to 
educate students on the journey of 
food from garden plot to plate. For 
some students this will be new in-
formation, and for others it will be 
build on their current knowledge.   

Bruce Jacobs, Concordia Junior 

High science teacher, has a pas-
sion for educating students about 
the earth and about topics such as 
botany. He began teaching a junior 
high horticulture class at the be-
ginning of the 2019- 2020 school 
year. The class is offered to 7th and 
8th grade students each quarter and 
can be repeated by the students be-
cause the curriculum changes each 
nine weeks. However, once the 
greenhouse is finished classes will 
be available for students in 7th to 
12th grade, and access for  middle 
school projects may be permit-
ted. Krystal Nelson will be teach-
ing the high school courses at the 
greenhouse.

  The hope is that food and flow-
ers will be able to flourish in the 
greenhouse. Nelson said that it will 
be trial and error to figure out the 
best choices for the space. Hav-
ing an annual plant sale during the 
spring would be a wonderful fund-
raiser and opportunity for the com-
munity to see the students’ finished 
products. 

An additional goal for the green-

house is to increase access to local 
food. “We would also like to see 
the greenhouse start supplement-
ing some fresh food for the cafete-
ria and providing gardening plants 
for the community to purchase,” 
said Nelson.

 The greenhouse will have 
growing benches along the outside 
walls that are fixed to the ground, 
while benches in the middle will 
be moveable. “This will help us 
modify our learning space to meet 
the needs of our classes,” stated 
Nelson. There will be a prepping 
station to pot plants and to store 
items; overhead watering and light-
ing will also be installed.  Both Ja-
cobs and Nelson are excited about 
the potential of an aquaponics sta-
tion to provide additional learning 
opportunities. 

     The curriculum for the ju-
nior high class focuses on the sea-
son. “In a nutshell: fall-harvest, 
early winter - food storage and late 
season crops, late winter [now] 
garden planning and prep, early 
spring seed starting and garden 

prep is what the class covers,” said 
Jacobs. 

Currently, the junior high class 
is doing 40% hands-on and 60% 
academic class work. Jacobs hopes 
to be 80% hands-on when the 
greenhouse is in use. They will  
learn about different propagation 
methods and growing techniques. 
“Students can look at building on 
or creating their Supervised Agri-
cultural Experiences in the green-
house through my Agriscience 
class, or the Agribusiness class 
and work with the marketing side 
of our future plans to have plant 
sales,” said Nelson.

     Many opportunities will be 
provided by this extension of the 
classroom. Nelson shared, “There 
are community members that have 
been supporting this idea for a few 
years, and I am glad that we can 
continue to keep growing the op-
portunities that we can offer for our 
students.” Everyone involved with 
the greenhouse believes it will be 
an asset for students and the com-
munity. 

CHS is Thinking Green
By Terin Rundus
Panther Staff Writer

Debate Team Goes to State
By Aidan Poore
Panther Staff Writer

Every year on January 29th, Kansans celebrate the anniversary 
of the state’s 1861 admission to the Union. Kansas Day was first 
celebrated in 1877 by schoolchildren in Paola, Kansas.. 

Kansas is known as the Sunflower State, the Jayhawk State, the 
Midway State, and the Wheat State. Kansas is the breadbasket of 
the country, growing more wheat than any other state in the union.

Many Kansas towns are rooted deep in history. Concordia and the 
surrounding area are no exception. Minersville, and Boston Cor-
bett’s Dugout are significant historic locations near Concordia. 

Minersville was a community located at the northern border of 
Cloud County and the southern border of Republic County (directly 
between Concordia and Belleville).  With wood in short supply, set-
tlers were thankful when coal was discovered in the hillsides, provid-
ing another fuel for fires. They used strip and shaft mine techniques 
to extract the “black gold.” The Knights of Labor Lodge even built 
a town hall in 1882, which served as a community center where 
speakers, musicals, and dramatic productions were presented. 

Thomas P. “Boston” Corbett, a former hatmaker, was a sergeant in 
the Union Army who killed John Wilkes Booth on April 26, 1865. 
At first this was thought of as a good thing considering Booth had 
previously assassinated President Lincoln, however, Boston dis-
obeyed direct orders to capture Booth alive. He believed that God 
told him to do it, but he suffered from mercury poisoning which was 
common in hatters of the time. Because of his insubordination, he 
became an outlaw. 

Corbett moved to Kansas in 1878, where he started a farmstead 
just southeast of Concordia and lived in a dugout home. He some-
times shot at people who passed by. In 1887, Corbett was given the 

position of assistant doorkeeper for the Kansas House of Represen-
tatives in Topeka. One day he overheard a comment in the legisla-
ture that he considered profane. This infuriated Corbett leading to 
him fire multiple shots from a pistol into the legislature. Fortunately 
nobody was injured. Corbett was arrested, declared insane, and was 
committed to the Topeka State Hospital.

These historic locations and stories provide unique background to 
not only Concordia, but to the entire state of Kansas. 

Cloud County Historical Sites
By Wyatt Trost
Panther Staff Writer
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Student of the 
Month:
Jacob 

Rosenbaum

     On January 3rd, just three days into the new year, tensions in Iran created a panic 
that led many to ask the question, “Is this the beginning of World War III?” Luckily, 
the answer to that question according to NBC’s news program “Stay Tuned”, a news 
website, is no. Here’s a quick breakdown of the situation and why experts believe 
it’s not time to worry about another world war.
     To preface, the U.S. and Iran have always had complicated relations. “Stay 
Tuned” notes that tensions have been complicated since 1979 when the Iranian Rev-
olution, “ousted the county’s pro-American leader and installed an anti-American 
one.” It goes on to say that Trump’s decision to leave the Iran Nuclear Deal in 2018 
is the cause of the more recent issues. Some other contributors to the dispute include 
an unclaimed missle that hit an oil tanker in the Gulf of Oman, a U.S. drone that al-
legedly flew through Iranian airspace, and the culprits behind the attacks on the U.S. 
embassy in Iraq.
     --On January 3, 2020, the U.S. Pentagon, under the authority of President Trump, 
launched an airstrike in Baghdad, Iraq.
     --This airstrike killed Iran’s major general, Qassem Soleimani, who was the lead-
er of the country’s paramilitary forces.
     --The airstrike was carried out without U.S. congressional approval.
     --Many speculated that the reason this could be the beginning of WWIII was 
because the start of WWI was partly caused by the similar assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand of Austria.
     --On January 7, 2020, Iran retaliated by shooting over a dozen missiles at two 
bases in Iraq that were occupied with U.S. troops.
     --These missiles, according to Iran, were purposely aimed at isolated areas of the 
bases and caused no casualties.

     --On January 8, 2020, the next morning, President Trump addressed the nation 
and announced that the U.S. would be implementing new sanctions against Iran.
     --Hagar Chemali, a Middle East expert, said that reinstating the US military draft 
is not plausible at this time.
     --Chemali explained this by saying she can’t see a, “full scale, traditional war 
with U.S. troops on the ground.”
     --Chemali also stated that a removal of the Iranian regime isn’t in the best nation-
al interest for the country.
     --She goes on to say that because Trump ran his last campaign in 2016 based on 
removing the U.S. from Middle Eastern wars, it doesn’t make sense for the President 
to declare war before the election in 2020.
     --Chemali said, “World War III is not coming,” and Iran is a, “super volatile 
region.”
     --Chemali claimed that the reason this incident sparked so much attention is be-
cause Soleimani was a government official. She said that he was a “really bad guy”, 
but in the eyes of the Iranian government it makes sense that they might act as if 
they were “declaring a war.”
     --Since this incident, both countries have made statements that they would not 
seek to escalate the situation, but on January 13th, Trump did impose new sanctions.  
     In short, no, World War III is not going to be caused by this recent situation in 
Iran. However, even if it didn’t cause a war in Iran, it still sparked major conver-
sations at home. The U.S. Congress is now evaluating the power a president has to 
make decisions without congressional approval.

Iran Crisis: An Overview
By Conner Thrash
Panther Staff Writer

Congratulations to the following 
students for being selected to the 

KMEA State Choir:

Tucker Arnold, Belle Chavey, 
Maddie Johnson, and Karlee 

Wahlmeier

     In 2014, Cody Schmitz graduated from Concor-
dia Junior-Senior High School. Then he attended 
Kansas University and graduated with a degree in 
journalism. With the skills he gained in college he 
creates and produces a Korean pop Youtube chan-
nel. 
      In 2017, Gaypop, Schmitz’s Youtube channel, 
hit the internet. Currently, he has 362,000 follow-
ers. These followers watch his videos from around 
the world. Currently, he has over 300 videos and 
that number keeps rising. November 1st marked the 
channel’s two year anniversary. 
     After Schmitz posted his first video, viewers 
came flooding in immediately. Schmitz said, “Be-
lieve it or not, viewers came overnight. Our second 
video collected thousands of views in a few hours. I 
remember refreshing the page and seeing comments 
pour in in real-time! That was a strange feeling. 
However, making that growth sustainable and build-
ing a fanbase from that initial attention has come 
much slower. I feel like just this year, I can say that 
we have reached a small fanbase that we feel really 
connected to. Now, if we get recognized in pub-
lic, people might say, ‘I love your painting video!’ 
Instead of ‘aren’t you those guys from YouTube?’ 
That’s been a longer evolution.”
     Their fanbase is widespread. The channel’s 
consumer market appeals to the younger generation, 
with the majority of their followers being between 
the ages of 13 and 24. The two biggest markets are 
in the U.S. and South Korea, but they have large 
viewership pockets in Japan, Brazil, Thailand, and 
Mexico. 
     Gaypop centers around Korean pop. Schmitz 

and his partner, Wyatt Stark, make videos reacting 
to Korean pop music videos and to playing video 
games centered around Korean pop stars. They also 
make baking videos which are quite popular. When 
asked how the idea of starting a channel based 
around Koren pop came about, Schmitz said, “I 
have always enjoyed global music. In high school 
I listened to a lot of Latin pop, and in college I fell 
in love with Korean pop, too. I love the focus on 
visual storytelling in Korean pop music. Every song 
release is a big event, like a party. There is a mu-
sic video to go with a song, a dance to go with the 
music video, beautiful costumes and set design. It 
captures the energy of a stage performance. Plus it’s 
all so catchy. Listen to ‘Fancy’ by Twice, or ‘Kill 
This Love’ by Blackpink. You’ll be singing along 
before the song ends!”
     Schmitz and Stark are proud to have gained their 
followers from spreading positivity and discussing 
topics they are passionate about. They realize the 
power words carry. “[The words] we use to create 
change. I want to talk about what I love, and try to 
make it so people leave feeling better about them-
selves.” 
     All content that comes from this channel is 
scripted, hosted, edited, and designed by Schmitz 
and Stark. They handle all sponsorships and con-
tracts themselves. 
      Schmitz’s most recent work is features him 
painting portraits of Korean pop stars. They have 
a merchandise tab on their channel where they sell 
Korean pop star clothing. Gaypop is a YouTube suc-
cess story, and Schmitz will continue to gain fans 
and recognition. 

Alum of the Month: Cody Schmitz
By Chloe Beims
Editor
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Translate:
Non ho intenzione di darti 

soldi
per liberare l’asino di caffe.

Rush to the library to claim your
 prize!

     CHS junior, Wyatt Barleen, started his 
bull riding journey in 2018. Wyatt has al-
ways had an interest in the sport and decid-
ed that he wanted to tackle this dangerous 
challenge. When asked about the decision 
to compete in the sport Barleen said, “[I 
had] No real reason for starting. It was just 
something I have always had an interest in 
and decided to try it.”
     Bull riding is a competitive sport in-
volving a rider attempting to stay mounted 
on a bucking bull. Strength and a strong 
sense of balance are crucial for bull riding 
success. This sport has been called, “the 
most dangerous eight seconds in sports.”
     When asked what his favorite part of 
the sport is Barleen said, “My favorite part 
about it is that there is no harder challenge 
in sports, and [I like] the adrenaline.”
     Wyatt competes in the fall and spring 
in the Kansas High School Rodeo Asso-
ciation. When asked about how often he 
practices, he said, “I try to practice every 

week in Manhattan, getting on bucking 
stock.” However, Barleen said before his 
first competition, his only form of practice 
was watching YouTube videos about the 
sport and about the skills for bull riding 
success.
     Placement is not the top priority for 
Wyatt when he rides bulls. He said, “It’s 
just about getting on some bulls and hav-
ing a good time.” 
     Barleen’s passion for the sport runs 
deep, and his love for bull riding has 
grown over time. “I would say I enjoy bull 
riding more than when I started going to 
all the rodeos, meeting people and riding.”
     Wyatt will continue his bull riding ca-
reer for as long as he can. He plans to con-
tinue competing in rodeo on the collegiate 
level. Barleen hopes to ride professionally 
after college and pursue his dream.

(Photo by Jeff Frazell)

January Car of the Month:

The car of  the month is Chloe Nelson’s car. Her car is 
a 1994 Geo. Her favorite memory of  the car is when 

Eden Hart broke her passenger door handle. Chloe got 
her car because she was in desperate need of  one, and it 
was cheap. Chloe’s car is also known as the “lawnmow-

er”. Her favorite part about her car is the heat or the 
AUX cord.

Barleen Braves Bull Riding
By Dylan Thoman
Panther Staff Writer

CHS Library Weeds the 
Collection
By Nick Vignery
Panther Staff Writer

     During the 2019-2020 school year, 
there have been many changes to the 
CHS library. New tables, televisions, 
and furniture have been added for stu-
dent use. In addition to these changes, 
the library has undertaken some changes 
in book inventory. 
     Technically, libraries should weed 
out books that are either un-used or out 
of date every year. The CHS library 
has been a little behind on the weeding 
process over the years. This is why it 
looks like the library is getting rid of 
so many books. In reality, a number of 
those books should have been taken out 
in previous years. 
     Although it looks like there are 
numerous books being weeded out, that 
may be deceiving. The middle school 
has many of the same series of books 
as the high school does. To help with 
overcrowding of the libary, those extra 
copies were taken out.
    The high school librarian Tawni 
Retter said, “For example, Hank the 
Cowdog series was on both sides, but 
we didn’t feel that we needed two sets.  
That accounted for almost 25 of the 
books we deleted.” 
     After the weeding process is com-

pleted CHS has the option to either take 
them to the landfill or to try and give 
them away so they are not wasted. Ret-
ter is opting for the latter. 
     The library has experienced major 
changes throughout the years. The li-
brary is now a popular hangout through-
out the school day. The library is being 
used for more than just a place to check 
out books. Many teachers bring their 
classes to the library for projects and 
activities. 
     In a recent report for circulation sta-
tistics, on average students are checking 
out about 57 books a month in high 
school.  When broken down among 400 
kids, .14 books being checked out per 
person/month. This makes it hard to de-
cide whether or not to replace the books 
with others. 
     Retter recently asked students a 
question regarding if they would read 
books if they were put online, and she 
was answered with a resounding “no” 
every time. 
     This process is done to bring up-to-
date books to the library for student use. 
Stop by and take a look at the books 
before they’re gone!
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What’s Trending At CHS?......

This district is an equal opportunity em-
ployer and shall not discriminate in its 
employment practices and policies with 
respect to hiring, compensation, terms, 
conditions, or privileges of employment 

because of an individual’s race, color, reli-
gion, sex, age, disablity or national origin.

Inquiries regarding compliance may be 
directed to Superintendent, 217 W. 7th 
Street, Concordia, Kansas 66901-2803

Corona Virus

Earthquakes

Basketball Brawl
McGregor Fight

Chief’s Win

The Bachelor

Mock Election

Scissor Chaos

Kobe’s Death

Jail Stir

   Over the years the teaching profession 
has changed a lot. There are now more sub-
jects offered, and teachers are less strict in 
discipline and academics. School has be-
come more accepting and kind to  students. 

   However, back in 1926 teachers could 
be blunt when evaluating students. This 
could positively or negatively impact the 
students. There were no worries about hurt-
ing anyone’s feeings in 1926. Teachers told 
the truth blunty without worrying about po-
litical correctness.  

     High school teacher, Lora Watson, has 
been studying the history of Concordia High 
School. When reading through the files she 
found archives of end of the year reports 
from 1926.   

     During this year, many students suf-
fered from scarlet fever. Scarlet fever is a 
rash that covers most of the body, and was 
caused by untreated strep throat. Many stu-
dents who caught scarlet fever died during 
the school year, and this was reported in the 
school records with just one word, “Died”.

     In 1926, Concordia Elementary School 
had interesting teachers. One teacher’s name 

was Ms. Sexsmith… really. there was.  She  
taught sixth grade. 

     Another teacher was Ms. Pratt. Her 
comments imply that was was blunt: like the 
“witch” of the teachers. 

     When Ms. Pratt evaluated students 
she  often commented, “ He requires eternal 
vigilance to keep him going.” 

     Ms. Pratt also said, “Would recom-
mend for the Opportunity Room. Doesn’t 
have a good foundation.” 

     Although she could be blunt with her 
comments once in awhile she was nice. 
“Can pass to the next grade.”

     The teachers in 1926 sometimes recom-
mended students for the “undgraded room” 
or the “opportunity room.” The students that 
were referred to these rooms often missed 
school for multiple days. 

     Teachers in 1926 wrote comments that 
teachers could not write today. One teacher 
said, “He does all that he has the mental ca-
pacity for.” Another teacher said, “Is not an 
absolute failure.” These types of comments 
would be highly frowned upon today. 

Can Teachers Say That?
By Maddifer Blochlinger
Senior Editor

  Record breaking temperatures and 
months of severe drought have created a 
chain of bushfires across Australia. Each 
year there is a fire season during the Aus-
tralian summer but never this extreme. 

   This season there have been fires in 
every state of Australia.  In the worst-hit 
state, New South Wales, fire has destroyed 
more than 12 million acres, forcing thou-
sands to seek shelter elsewhere. 

   In early December the air quality in 
Sydney, one of Australia’s largest cities, 
escalated to 11 times the “hazardous” 
level. 

   The Kangaroo Island in South Austra-
lia is known for its unique mix of animal 
species. When flames took over the island 
an estimate of about half a billion animals 
were affected. A third of the koala popula-
tion was killed in the fires. 

  Experts have also shown concern 
for the endangered species on the island 
including the dunnart (a rodent) and the 
black glossy cockatoo. 

   Although some small fires start and 
are contained in a matter of days, the big-
gest blazes have been burning for months. 
According to a police statement, they have 
taken legal action against 183 people for 
fire-related offenses as of November. 

  Although humans are somewhat to 

blame, the fires started in various ways. 
A single strike of lightning can cause a 
number of fires to occur. 

  Strong winds have also made it easy 
for fires and smoke to spread more rapid-
ly. Heatwaves and droughts are breaking 
nationwide records. 

  Each year the fires have been starting 
earlier, growing with higher intensity, and 
causing Earth’s climate to worsen. 

  State and federal authorities, includ-
ing military assistance, have been work-
ing to end this fire crisis for months. The 
United States, Canada, and New Zealand 
have also sent additional firefighters to 
help. 

   Unfortunately Australia is only half-
way through its summer season. Nor-
mally temperatures peak in January or 
February, meaning the country could be 
weeks away from finding relief. Many 
organizations are working towards victim 
relief and recovery,  and wildlife rescue 
and treatment. 

  Australia is being ravaged by the worst 
fires seen in decades and donating to sev-
eral organizations like the Australian Red 
Cross, Salvation Army Australia, and Port 
Macquarie Koala Hospital could lead one 
step closer to ending this crisis. 

    

Australian Fire Crisis
By Juana Ayala
Panther Staff Writer

Congratulations to Scholars’ 
Bowl!! Good job on winning 

NCKL.  
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