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Conner Thrash- JR 

Dylan Thoman- JR

Juana Ayala- SOPH

Aidan Poore- SOPH

Meet the Staff      
Nick Vignery 

Grade: 11

Nickname: Nevada 

Favorites.....

Brand Of skateboard: 
Dirty Ghetto Kids

After School Snack: 
apples and pudding

IPhone: Generation 1

Shoe Company: New 
Balance

Day Of the Week: Sat-
urdays are for the Boys

Starburst Flavor: Pink

Way of Making Eggs: 
Sunny side up

Car Color: Maroon

“Is he watching goats 
being born?
“No. He’s just watching 
goats in general.”

“There was a scramble 
with four words, back in 
the 5th grade. Took me 
almost a month to do it.”

““Mineral water: Tastes 
like TV static.”

“Take my advice- I’m not 
using it.” 

“Babies aren’t just for 
Christmas you know”

“Why is he so angry? 
It must be the ginger 
rage.”

Litter Box

THE

PANTHER         
CHS

The Concordia High School 
Drama Club will be performing 
“Storied” in March. When asked 
about the play’s storyline, direc-
tor Chris Stiles had a response, 
“Three teenagers go to the bath-
room in the mall. Except it's not a 
bathroom. It's an entire universe 
filled with living breathing char-
acters from hundreds of stories. 
From Alice in Wonderland to The 
Ancient Mariner, and these three, 
Becky, Tatum and Kevin, learn 
that they were summoned to save 
the world from nuclear destruc-
tion. And their main enemy is a 
giant talking toilet.”

 The playwright, Bradley Hay-
ward, is a friend of Mr. Stiles and 
is part of his online playwright 
group where advice is given 
and they proofread each other’s 
work. Stiles said, “I've proofed 
a couple of his plays and have 
wanted to do one for a while. I 
also wanted a play with an abun-
dance of parts. I had to turn away 
a lot of people from the fall play, 
people I thought were worthy of 
being cast, but there just weren’t 

enough parts. In this play, every-
one who auditioned got a part.”

 A tremendous amount of ef-
fort and time have been put in for 
rehearsals. Over a six week span, 
the actors put in close to 90 hours 
of work. Work nights and eve-
ning plans are left behind as the 
students dedicate their free time 
to learning their lines and getting 
the set ready for production.

Being a lead in a play can 
cause a lot of extra pressure and 
complications. Senior Maddie 
Johnson said, “Being a lead in the 
play comes with a good amount 
of pressure. You have to learn to 
work with all of the different ac-
tors, and to be a role model for 
them all. As a lead, I am on stage 
for the entire play and have a lot 
of lines. I'm also not the best at 
memorizing things.”

“Storied” will be performed on 
March 5th, 6th, and 7th at 7:00 
PM in the high school auditori-
um. Please come out and support 
your drama club and all the hard 
work that they’ve put in.

     

CHS Drama Takes On the Toilet
By Dylan Thoman
Panther Staff Writer

  JAG-K is becoming a potential 
model for classrooms in our local 
district. For the past four months 
Mrs. Champlin and students in 
the JAG class have been work-
ing on a project-based learning 
activity. The focus of this project 
is to create a calm and safe learn-
ing environment that will meet all 
students’ needs. This is a student-
voice and student-choice project. 

 Students were assigned the 
task of redesigning the classroom 
with materials and routines that 
will best fit their individual needs 
based on research. The JAG stu-
dents also had classroom lessons 
on the different types of stress 
and different responses. They also 
studied coping mechanisms and 
the importance of executive func-
tion and self regulation which they 
used for this project. 

 In January, the students final-
ized the details with their desired 

materials and routines and are in 
the process of ordering the materi-
als. Some of the materials include 
fidget/sensory items, flexible seat-
ing options, lighting options, aro-
matherapy, and plants. 

After discovering that water 
regulates our emotions and flush-
es out cortisol, the students will 
be adding regular water and detox 
water to the classroom. Certain 
colors can also promote low stress 
levels, and the JAG class would 
like to one day paint the room. 

 Mrs. Champlin plans to carry 
out this project the rest of the se-
mester and the final public pre-
sentation will occur in April. Re-
garding JAG-K and JAG national 
network, this will be the first Trau-
ma-informed PBL that is being 
presented and carried out across 
the country. 

Mrs. Champlin has facilitated 
a variety of training opportuni-

ties for the JAG-K, JAG national 
organizations, and the Trauma-in-
formed culture. In these trainings 
JAG specialists and educators 
across the country have picked up 
on this PBL, but no one has access 
to the full PBL in writing yet. 

When this project is complete a 
few select students from the JAG 
class will present the classroom 
redesign to staff members and 
administrators. They will explain 
how it has benefited them person-
ally inside and outside of school. 

   Concordia JAG-K will be the 
first to complete this PBL which 
was created by Mrs. Champlin 
herself. This is a huge step for 
JAG.  Along the way the students 
learned the science behind mind-
fulness and about building resil-
ience. 

  Several students have taken 
the knowledge they have learned 
and implemented it into their daily 

lives by using coping strategies or 
rearranging their bedrooms. 

Mrs Champlin said “The hu-
man brain, especially a developing 
one, is plastic and adaptable. The 
plastic is what helps people learn, 
grow, and adapt, but unfortunate-
ly it is also the part that chronic/ 
toxic stress has a profound impact 
on with developing brains. If stu-
dents' can begin learning this in-
formation now and learn how to 
better take care of themselves and 
implement these strategies, this 
information will carry into their 
personal lives and impact their fu-
tures drastically in a positive way 
when it comes to their careers and 
personal livelihoods. Which is the 
overall goal.” 

With the help of JAG-K and 
the results of this activity, it will 
hopefully be a model for class-
rooms around the world.

Jag-K is Starting Something New
By Juana Ayala
Panther Staff Writer

The CHS Wrestling team closed out 
the regular season on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 13th with a 42 to 25 victory over 
Clay Center. They finished the season 
undefeated with a record of 6-0.  

 The Class 4A Regional Wrestling 
Tournament was hosted on Friday, 
February 21st and Saturday, February 
22nd. Abilene, Buhler, Chapman, Clay 
Center, Colby, Hesston, Marysville, 
Nickerson, Rock Creek, Scott City, 
Smoky Valley, Topeka-Hayden and 
Wamego all attended the tournament 
along with the Concordia Panthers.

CHS seniors, Layton Kindel and 
Jordan Anguish, and CHS juniors, 
Hunter Schroeder and Sajen Kemling 
all qualified for the State Tournament.    
Anguish said, “My goal for this season 
is to go to State and place better than 
I did last year.” Kemling and Kindel 
were unavailable for comment, how-

ever, Schroder’s goal for the season is 
to be a State Champ. 

Anguish said his favorite memory 
was the last dual of the regular season, 
the dual that crowned the Panthers as 
the League Champs. He said, “Every-
one came to it, and it was so exciting 
to watch us achieve our goal for the 
year and to hear the support from all of 
our fans during the matches.” 

 What makes this team different 
from past years is, “This year has been 
less-laid back and more driven so prac-
tices have been a bit harder,”Anguish 
said. Schroeder said, “We fill every 
spot so we don’t give up any opens.” 

 These two strategies have led the 
Panther wrestling team to success this 
year and will lead them to succeed 
at the State Tournament in Salina, on 
February 28th and 29th.

CHS Wrestling Wins League
By Wyatt Trost
Panther Staff Writer
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Student of the Month:
Hailey Budke

     Around the world, bacteria is passed back and 
forth among people on a regular basis. However, in a 
close-quartered building full of kids, (some of them 
with questionable hygiene standards) schools become 
a cesspool for bacterial growth. Even with the best 
efforts of our custodial staff to keep our school clean, 
it is nearly impossible to stop the spread of germs.
     In order to test the amount of bacteria growing in 
certain spots in our school, I took samples in dif-
ferent spots using swabs and petri dishes. The first 
spot tested was the railing for the stairs by the big 
gym that goes to the cafeteria. This railing is used 
by many people everyday on their way to or from 
lunch. Next was the sign above the doorway in the 
multi-purpose room, where middle schoolers jump 
up and touch the sign to simulate in-game basketball 
moves. Third was the Chromebook keyboards that 
the library checks out almost 25 times every day, and 
fourth was the dodgeballs that are used throughout 
the day during P.E classes. All of these spots were 
potential hotbeds because of the contact they come 
into with human hands.
     Three days after the four samples were taken, 

only a small amount of growth was visible on the 
petri dishes. However, there was enough to put the 
locations in order from most growth to least growth. 
In first place after three days was the dodgeball. In 
second place was the railing on the stairs going down 
to the cafeteria. In third place was the Chromebook 
keyboards, and in fourth place was the sign above the 
doorway in the multi-purpose room. One week after 
the samples were taken, there was abundant growth 
in all four of the petri dishes. The dodgeball still had 
the most visible growth followed by the Chrome-
book keyboards, the railing down to the cafeteria, 
and in last place the sign above the hallway in the 
multi-purpose room.
      Even though the keyboard bacteria got off 
to a slow start, it moved up to second place. The 
dodgeballs and the keyboards had the most bacteria 
because they come into contact with human skin 
everyday and are not washed regularly, while the 
railing and the sign are less noticeable places. This 
shows that even though you can’t see it, our school is 
full of microscopic bacteria even in places you might 
not expect, so wash your hands. 

By Aidan Poore
Panther Staff Writer

CHS Gets Dirty

     On December 20, 2019, President Donald 
Trump signed a federal law raising the legal age 
to buy tobacco products from 18 to 21. 
     This was done in hopes of decreasing the 
number of minors who use tobacco products. 
The thought process behind this was backed by 
the statistic that 94% of tobacco users experi-
ment with tobacco products before the age of 
21 and 81% before the age of 18. The average 
age of a senior in high school is 18. These 18 
year olds typically act as suppliers for their 
underaged classmates. The tobacco industry tar-
gets minors in their marketing schemes. When 
the alcohol age was raised to 21, the rate of 
underaged drinkers decreased and car accidents 
caused by the driver being under the influence 
decreased. Therefore, authorities are optistmimc 
that the same will happen with tobacco sales. 
       There has been an outcry about this law, 
mainly from minors who feel their rights are 
being taken from them. 
      To determine the impact that this new fed-
eral law will have on Concordia Junior/Senior 
High, a poll was taken. Out of the 51 responses, 
82% said they use tobacco products regularly.

     When asked if this law will keep minors 
from using tobacco products, the survey re-
sponders said definitely not. “No, I have al-
ready seen it not work,” and, “It may decrease 
the amount, but students will still find ways to 
acquire tobacco,”were two responses.
     When asked if the law was the right thing to 
do, the students voiced different opinions. Some 
students agreed with the reasoning while others 
did not. One said, “No, I do not think it will. I 
feel that there will be a rise in minors smoking 
and or dipping. Minors wanting to be rebellious 
will want to smoke and or dip even more.” Oth-
ers said, “No, reform should be focused on the 
root problem, not a band-aid fixer,” and, “Yes. 
It will at least decrease the amount of young 
adults using tobacco.”
     When asked what the age should be, the 
answers were typically 18 or 21. Some think 
that if you are a legal adult then you should 
be able to enjoy tobacco products while some 
think that 21 is the correct age so you have time 
to mature. 
      Of course, there are no ways to prevent all 
use by minors.

Federal Tobacco Law
By Chloe Beims
Panther Staff Writer

ACT Test Taking Tips
1) Take a practice test online.
2) Get a good night’s rest.
3) Eat a nutritious breakfast.
4) Drink only ONE caffeinated drink.
5) Gather your materials.
6) Chew mint gum and stay hydrat-
ed.
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Car of the Month

Car of the month is Junior, Cole Stahlman’s navy 
blue Dodge Grand Caravan. Cole had the van for 
a short period of time, because his white Chevy 
truck was in the shop getting worked on. Cole 
spent evenings riding around in the van with 

Dylan Thoman and Gavin Thomas. Cole’s favorite 
memory is when he drove to Jamestown to find 
the top speed of the van. Cole said, “ I won’t tell 
you how fast, but it’s enough to be arrested.”

Translate:

Mamei îi place să mănânce muraturi
în timp ce își taie unghiile.

----------------------

Go to the library to claim 
your prize!

     Lake Winter, a 2018 graduate of Con-
cordia High School, is in his second year 
of a microbiology major at Kansas State 
University. Last fall, Lake was working in 
the lab and an opportunity to research was 
mentioned by his lab director, Dr. Zhilong 
Yang. The position opened due to a student 
transfer, and the project was applicable to 
cancer research. Lake and his in-lab mentor, 
Josh Molina, applied for a grant and received 
it. He is now a part of the Yang Lab and is 
studying viruses, the most abundant organ-
ism on Earth.
     Winter said, “The fact that Johnson Can-
cer Center found my research compelling 
enough to welcome me to their team of un-
dergraduates is a little daunting, but if every-
thing goes right, this project could offer some 
substantial benefits to the viral branch of the 
war on cancer.” Johnson Cancer Research 
Center and their students work to break 
down the complexities of cancer. This type 
of research fascinates Lake because ultimate-
ly he knows where it is heading, assuming 
nothing goes wrong. The Yang Lab has one 
clear goal and follows careful procedures. 
Winter appreciates the lack of classroom 
tests that comes with being a part of this 
research team, however, there are many other 
obstacles he will encounter. There is not a 
consistent work schedule while working in 
the lab. Some days involve long, multi-step 
procedures while others involve long waiting 
periods for cells to be infected. Winter said, 
“Not everything goes right the first time, so 
you learn to appreciate the word ‘retrial’ a 
lot.”
     His work in the Yang Lab focuses on the 
poxvirus, Vaccinia (VACV). Like all virus-
es, it copies itself and takes over other cells’ 
internal machinery which causes the cell 
that has been taken over to die. This type of 
process is how smallpox was eradicated and, 
therefore, may be helpful in aiding the elim-
ination of cancer cells. Lake’s work focuses 
mostly on asparagine, a non-essential amino 

acid, that is needed in the cells in order to 
destroy a host cell. Recently, Winter cloned 
an asparaginase gene from a zebrafish. If 
his cloning is successful he will be able to 
use the gene with the poxvirus, Vaccinia 
(VACV). “Future research could involve the 
use of actual cancer cells to test the effective-
ness of the edited VACV,” said Winter.
     There are four levels that lab work falls 
into according to the level of hazard. The 
Yang Lab is Biohazard Level Two, which 
involves nothing lethal but still poses risks 
especially to someone with a weak immune 
system. There are hazardous chemicals used 
in the lab, and they are safest when handled 
with gloves, lab coats, and goggles. As of 
right now, Lake does not work directly with 
VACV because he is waiting on approval to 
get vaccinated through Fort Riley.
     Winter’s place on the undergraduate team 
is active through the spring and fall semes-
ters. If his projects continue to be applicable 
to cancer research, he will be able to reapply 
to the program. Lake said, “Lab based virol-
ogy is not necessarily my career of choice. 
I’m shifting between moving on to a gradu-
ate school for further work in a lab and more 
focused education, or looking for a tempo-
rary occupation outside the lab to get more 
hands-on experience.” 

Winter’s Studies Go Viral
By Terin Rundus
Panther Staff Writer

Coronavirus Causes Concern
By Nick Vignery
Panther Staff Writer

     Coronaviruses (CoV) are a large 
family of viruses that cause illnesses 
ranging from the common cold to 
more severe diseases. A recent out-
break of “novel coronavirus” is a new 
strain of the virus that had yet to be 
identified in humans before the recent 
outbreak. Coronaviruses are “zoonot-
ic,” meaning they are transmitted be-
tween animals and people. Most coro-
naviruses are airborne as is the novel 
outbreak. Patients with COVID-19 
will be treated and cared for differ-
ently than patients with a common 
coronavirus diagnosis. People who 
are sick with the novel virus can vary 
on when the symptoms start to reveal 
themselves, so the decision about 
when to release someone from isola-
tion is made on a case-by-case basis 

through consultation with doctors.
     The disease originated in Wuhan, 
China and it has spread to many other 
countries including the US, even with 
governments trying to contain it. The 
novel coronavirus has infected more 
than 71,000 people globally, mostly 
in mainland China. The death toll is 
1,770 including four people outside 
mainland China.
     Although the novel coronavirus 
is a new potential epidemic, the flu 
virus has been around for far longer 
than any type of coronavirus. The 
flu on average, kills 12,000-61,000 
people per year. Many people are 
panicked by the “novel coronavirus,” 
but in reality, many scientists believe 
that we need to find the cure to the flu 
virus before we can start with others.

Shout-out!

Kassidy Leiszler on placing first at Girls 
Wrestling Regionals. Kassidy is the first girl in

 Concordia High School history to place first at girls Regionals.
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What’s Trending At CHS?......

This district is an equal opportunity em-
ployer and shall not discriminate in its 
employment practices and policies with 
respect to hiring, compensation, terms, 
conditions, or privileges of employment 

because of an individual’s race, color, reli-
gion, sex, age, disablity or national origin.

Inquiries regarding compliance may be 
directed to Superintendent, 217 W. 7th 
Street, Concordia, Kansas 66901-2803

Super Bowl 

Library Vandals

State Of The Union

Breakups

Kaufmann Senior Night Win

Junior Research Paper

XFL
Basketball Season

Sickness

 Most years are 365 days long, but 
about every fourth year is 366. This is 
due to the rotation of the Earth. Since 
the Earth rotation takes 365.24 days to 
rotate around the sun. A Roman General 
named Julius Caesar came up with the 
leap year. 

There are three steps to calculating a 
leap year. The calculation process starts 
if the year can be divided by four even-
ly, and if it can then if the year can be 
divided by 100 evenly then it is not a 
leap year. But if the year can be divided 
by four, then 100, and then 400 evenly 
then it is a leap year, according to time-
anddate.com.

     Over the years many children have 
been born on this day. Aidan Poore, a 
sophomore at CHS was born on this 
day. According to the leap year calen-
dar Poore is four, but according to the 
regular calendar he is sixteen this year. 
When celebrating his birthday on a 
non-leap year he celebrates on February 

28th. Poore said, “The worst part about 
being born on leap day is all the dad 
jokes you receive about your age. How-
ever, it is nice to get to have the first 
move for every board game.” 

     Poore’s mom, science teacher 
Kathy Poore, went into labor early in 
the morning on leap day. She wasn’t 
due for a few more days and thought 
she only had back pain. As the morning 
progressed she and her husband Justin 
went to Salina Regional. A few hours 
later Aidan was born. Kathy Poore said, 
“ I honestly didn’t know that it was a 
leap day. The nurse was talking to me 
about how her husband was born on a 
leap year, but it never dawned on me 
until that moment.” 

     Although some forget about the 
leap year, this day is special to Aidan 
and many others. This day only comes 
about four years. This is the true day 
that they were born.

  The National Retail Federation pre-
dicted that the total spending for Valen-
tine’s Day 2020 would be $27.4 billion. 
The Federation predicted that the average 
consumer planned to spend $196.31 on 
Valentine related products. As much as 
Valentine’s Day is relevant to the aver-
age consumer, it’s far more important to 
the students in elementary school. We all 
remember the excitement of getting time 
off of schoolwork to have an epic Valen-
tine’s Day party. According to a survey 
by the CHS Panther Staff, here’s how 
CHS students remember their Valentine’s 
Day celebrations in elementary school.

     By far, my favorite Valentine ac-
tivity were the cards that you would buy 
and hand out to your classmates. Were 
they expensive? Yes. Were they useless? 
Definitely. But did you still make your 
parents buy you two full packs? Abso-
lutely. Overall, CHS students said that 
the flashy, holographic cards were their 
favorite design. Some notable mentions 
include Cars, Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles, and one enthusiastic response about 
Monster High. 

     We all remember the dramatic 
stress of deciding which card you would 
give to your crush. One student said that 
they chose the special card by deciding 
“which one was the flirtiest.” The most 
common answers were “the prettiest”, 
“the one with extra candy”, or “the card 
that had the best handwriting.”

     However, we did not give these nice 
cards to our enemies. No, no, no. Our 

nemesis always received the worst of 
the worst cards. One student wrote, “You 
gave them your least favorite card with 
a broken piece of candy or bad sticker.” 
You chose the ugliest card that had rips 
on it and passed it to them at the very 
end. My favorite response to this ques-
tion was, “I would pick the one I thought 
was the most passive-aggressive.” 

     Of course, if you passed out cards 
you needed an extravagant box to collect 
them in. Getting to decorate your box 
was your time to shine. We all wanted 
to have the best box in the class. By far 
the most popular decorations were hearts 
that covered the entire container. My per-
sonal favorite was a mailbox that I put 
stickers on. One student wrote, “I made a 
pink Minecraft creeper.” 

     And who could forget the fun games 
we played during the parties? I mean 
come on, Heads Up 7 Up? It’s the game 
that was full of cheating and flirting with 
your crush. It was either a great time be-
cause you got chosen, or the worst expe-
rience of your life because your friends 
didn’t pick you. Some honorable men-
tions go out to Valentine Bingo and Mu-
sical Chairs.

      Valentine’s Day is full of nostal-
gia and overly sweet candy that’ll make 
you sick to your stomach (almost like the 
P.D.A. in the hallways, bleh). Even if you 
don’t have a significant other to spend the 
day with, there is always the half-priced 
candy at the store the day after to keep 
you company. 

Leaping Through the Year
By Maddie Blochlinger
Panther Staff Writer

CHS Testing Schedule
Tuesday, March 24, 2020 - Odd Block Schedule
8:00 - 9:39 1st Hour
9:45 - 11:24 3rd Hour
11:30 - 1:39 5th Hour
 11:35 - 12:00 - 7th & 8th Grade Lunch
 12:05 - 12:30 HS Lunch 1
 12:35 - 1:00 HS Lunch 2
1:46 - 3:22 7th Hour
Wednesday, March 25, 2020 - Even Block Schedule
8:00 - 9:30 6th Hour PAWS
 *Students are free to travel where needed.
 *Students can finish tests from the day before.
 *Teachers have open office hours.
9:45 - 11:24 2nd Hour
11:30 - 1:39 4th Hour
11:35 - 12:00 7th & 8th Grade Lun
12:05 - 12:30 HS Lunch 1
12:35 - 1:00 HS Lunch 2
1:46 - 3:22 8th Hour
Thursday, March 26, 2020 - OddBlock Schedule
Friday, March 27th 2020 - Even Block Schedule
Monday, March 30th - Regular Schedule
Tuesday, March 31st - Odd Block Schedule
Wednesday, April 1st- EvenBlock Schedule
Thursday, April 2nd - Odd Block Schedule
Friday, April 3rd - Even Block Schedule

Valentine Memories
By Conner Thrash
Panther Staff Writer
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