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Meet the Staff

Grade: 10

Nickname: Nevada aka Snow 
Leopard

Favorites.....

Cartoon Character: Scooby-
Doo

Yogurt: Maple Bacon 

Taco Grande Order: nothing

Skateboarding Location: 
College Hill

Phone App: Tinder

Clothing Brand: Victoria’s 
Secret

Tooth Brush: Oral B

I deodered my kitties.

Can you be nice for one day in
this life?

I need a tool bar!

I’m getting annoyed with you 
and I’m not even Mr. Stiles.

You know what I realized? It’s
not Bohemian Rap City, it’s 
RHAPSODY!

Where are my legs?

Is it illegal for me to take naps
in the library?

Litter Box

Nick Vignery

The Panther
Concordia High School

 The summer can be filled with many interesting activi-
ties. For some of the students here at CHS, they spend their 
summers at space camp.

     Macy McMillan has attended seven different camps at 
the Cosmosphere in Hutchinson. These include two flight 
camps and several space camps. McMillan said, “The 
more advanced the camp, the longer you stay. The longest 
camps are a week.” Throughout the years she has traveled 
to Houston, Texas for Space 301, and southern California 
for Space 501. This year McMillan is attending her last 
space camp, Space 401, in Cape Canaveral, Florida. 

     There are many different activities, lessons, and ad-
ventures that take place during these camps. McMillan 
said, “My favorite activities at the Cosmosphere include 
the Falcon Space Shuttle simulator. It is a simulator of the 
actual space shuttles, and at the Cosmosphere you get dif-
ferent positions of command.” McMillan enjoys the chal-
lenges the staff gives to the students. Her favorites are the 
oxygenator break or aliens and crocodiles on the runway. 
These camps are a great source for learning new skills 
such as team work, robotics, and aeronomics. McMillan 
has even learned some scuba-diving techniques. She has 
met many new people and friends throughout her years of 
experience. There is at least one person from each camp 
that she still keeps in touch with. 

     McMillan plans to have her future revolve around 
flying but wants to continue learning about space. She en-

courages people to join these camps. When talking about 
her experiences she said, “I’ve flown in simulated mis-
sions, flown an actual glider and small plane, and have 
gone scuba diving in Kansas through the Cosmosphere 
opportunities. They also have given me the opportunity 
to travel. I went to Houston and was able to go through 
NASA there (including Historic Mission Control and New 
Mission Control). Space 501 allowed me to go to Califor-
nia and see JPL (Jet-Propulsion Laboratory), Virgin Galac-
tic, Edwards Air Force Base, and Hollywood as well. Next 
summer when I travel to Florida, I will see Cape Canav-
eral and Kennedy Space Center.” 

     Eighth grader Belle Chavey and seventh grader Mad-
elyn Stiles have also attended several space camps. Their 
favorite activities are the Falcon Simulator and meet-
ing new people. Stiles said this camp has broadened her 
knowledge and opened her mind. Freshman Phillip Shir-
key has been to seven space camps and is participating in 
his eighth this summer. He plans to pursue a career with 
NASA.

     There is no doubt that these camps hold amazing op-
portunities and activities. McMillan said, “These camps 
have been the best part of my summers and I recommend 
that anyone who has any interest in space go to these camps 
and learn and experience new things.” Perhaps these won-
derful camps can be a part of your summer plans.

Space Camp: It’s a Blast!
By Conner Thrash
Panther Staff Writer

She knew this was coming. Her 
family had been warned when she 
was six. However, nothing could 
prepare her for how life-altering it 
would be. 

     Emily Spolar, a senior at Con-
cordia High School, became blind on 
October 29th, 2018. She was 17 at 
the time, however, she was supposed 
to be blind by the age of 10. She de-
feated the odds, but unfortunately 
she still has to overcome this major 
difficulty.

     Spolar was born with a congeni-
tal glaucoma. This is a group of eye 
conditions that affect the optic nerve. 
These are usually caused by pressure 
in the eye. On August 19th, 2004, 
Spolar had a trabeculotomy surgery 
in order to control this pressure. This 
procedure involves removing tissue 
around the eye in order to relieve 
pressure and create more space. By 
the time Spolar was four, she had lost 
all sight in her left eye. 

     Spolar lived in Maryland at the 

time, and she began learning braille 
when she started preschool. She also 
began to learn how to cope with the 
loss of her vision because her op-
thamologist warned Spolar that by 
the age of ten she would become 
completely blind. 

     When Spolar finally went blind 
this past October, she was scared at 
first. She stated that she cried for an 
entire week. When asked what the 
biggest challenge for her was, she 
said, “Everything.” 

     Spolar now has to relearn to 
do everything without her sight. She 
has lost much of her independence. 
Walking around has been one of her 
hardest challenges. This process has 
been extremely hard for her. Spo-
lar has had to find new ways to oc-
cupy her time. She listens to music, 
crotchets, plays with her pets. She 
even goes fishing with her boyfriend. 

     Being able to find the positives in 
the midst of tragedy is an important 
life skill. Spolar stated, “My hearing 

has gotten better. So I can hear things 
most people can’t.” The students and 
staff at CJSHS admire Spolar’s per-
severance. They all wish her luck in 
her future endeavors.

A New Perspective
By Allison Poore
Panther Staff Editor
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Happy Beginning of 
Spring!

    The lights, the music, the dress-
es. Prom is the closest thing most 
people will ever get to a ball; so, 
of course, everyone who gets a 
dress is trying to get the dress.
     Rachelle Anderson was search-
ing for this “perfect” dress. “My 
mom and I looked for a dress 
and I didn’t find one that I really 
liked or that was really ‘me’...” 
Most people, though disappoint-
ed, would settle; but Anderson 
was only looking at her first op-
tion, “...that’s when we decided 
to think about making it.”
     It took Anderson only five 
days to make her “perfect” dress. 
“I made it 100% by myself.  I 
[did buy] a pattern at JoAnn’s, 
but that was only the base pat-
tern.” She made many alterations 
to the dress, changing details to 
make it more “her”. 
    The dress took more work than 
just going to the store and pick-
ing one that fits, (the rhinestones 
took a day to hand sew on!), but 
it was less expensive than the av-
erage prom dress. While many 
girls spent upwards of $100 on 
their dresses, Anderson only 
spent $50-$60 total.
 Anderson was not the only per-

son who turned to this less ex-
pensive and more creative alter-
native. In 2018 current senior 
Grace Carder decided to make 
her own dress for the same rea-
son as Anderson; Carder wanted 
something unique.
     “It was a pretty time-con-
suming project,” Carder said. 
All of the fabric she used for her 
dress was taken from dresses she 
bought from the thrift store. 
     Just like Anderson’s dress, 
Carder’s only cost about $50-
$60. Carder said that recycling 
fabric really helped to cut down 
on the cost. She didn’t buy a pat-
tern either. “I have never used 
patterns on any of my projects. 
I just kind of go for it. I don't 
even really measure. I just eye-
ball most things.” Because of 
this, the project took a consid-
erable amount of time. “It took 
me probably about three or four 
months to make the dress.”
     “It was fun being able to per-
sonalize it to me specifically.” 
Anderson said. “If you want to 
make your own dress, go for it. It 
is worth it.”

 Over the years the junior high has 
had the same basic schedule. Seventh and 
eighth graders were only allowed to pick 
two electives for each semester. This was 
great for all the students that weren’t in 
band or choir. However, the students who 
were in just band and choir couldn’t take 
any other electives. The administrative 
team came to the conclusion that the situ-
ation should change.
 The new schedule consists of 
many more classes that the students can 
explore. Junior high students are to pick 
from 4 electives. They will only attend the 
class for nine weeks and then will trans-
fer to a new elective the following nine 
weeks. CHS counselor, Mr. Meyer said, 
“This will increase the number of elec-
tives jr. high students can be exposed to.” 
The “wheel” will benefit the junior high 
students by allowing them to explore new 
interests. This will help guide them in 
choices of high school classes and possi-
bly even given them career possibilities.
 Many are wondering how the 

schedule will work if students decide to 
take an elective more than once during 
the school year. If the student wants to 
take keyboarding one semester and then 
take it again, they will be ahead of other 
students in the class. This would apply to 
other classes such as art, woods, welding, 
and various other classes. Mr. Meyer said, 
“Depending on the elective requests made, 
we will try not to let that happen. We will 
deal with it when the time arises.” The 
counselors strongly encourage students to 
try out different classes, and don’t stick to 
just one elective.
 The “wheel” will be an enormous 
adjustment for teachers and students. Al-
though this will be an adjustment, the 
counselors will help guide the students 
into the right path. Mr. Meyer would like 
to remind all junior high students, “Noth-
ing is set in stone. We will look at student 
requests this spring and if the elective re-
quests balance out, this ‘wheel’ will be 
a great opportunity for jr. high students. 
Then it will be ready in the fall.”

The Junior High Wheel
Maddifer Blochlinger
Panther Staff Writer

They Said Yes to the 
Prom Dress!
By Astoira Kindel
Panther Staff Writer

Panther Proud! 
CHS has had several 

students place in 
competitions. 

Congratulations to band 
and choir for receiving

14 Superiors
and 8 excellents at con-

test! 
Congratulations to Sajen 
Kemling and Alex Bone-

brake for placing at state 
Power Lifting!

Kemling received first 
place and Bonebrake 

received second in their 
respected weight class.By looking at the contents, can you guess 

which teacher belongs to this desk 
drawer? The first person who gets to the

 library with the correct answer 
wins a prize!
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Go
Panthers!

Peyton Reynolds, a CHS graduate, is 
working toward a double major in jour-
nalism and sports management at the 
University of Kansas. This season she got 
the chance to be a part of the KC Royals 
Crew. 

Reynolds was looking for something 
to do this summer, however, her options 
were limited. Since baseball is the only 
summer sport, it was her best bet. She 
turned in an application and got an audi-
tion. 

Reynolds said, “On a normal game day, 
I am required to report to Kauffman Sta-
dium approx. two and a half hours before 
game time. When all the KCrew arrive, 
we go through the game and inning plans. 
Once the baseball game starts, depend-
ing on the inning schedule, I stand on the 
dugout during the starting line up. Then I 
interact with fans in certain sections for 
the rest of the game. I throw peanuts and 
t-shirts, do clapping sequences, sing the 
7th inning stretch and wave my KCrew 
towel when the Royals do good things. I 
mainly interact with the fans, hyping them 
up and making sure they have a great time 
at The K.”

She has enjoyed her time in Kansas 
City and is looking forward to the rest of 
the season. She plans to move somewhere 
different next year, and get another job for 
a team. Reynolds is always looking for 

opportunities to hone her skills and add 
to her resume. 

She said, “I have really grown to enjoy 
what sport management has to offer. Of 
course though, my future goal is to be a 
sideline reporter or anchor show host for 
the NBA. However, the careers that sports 
management has to offer gives me great 
options, so I might even strive to work 
in the front office of a franchise, maybe 
a president, or general manager, because 
that really interests me and I would love 
that!”

Reynolds said, “To all people pursuing 
their dream career, never give up and al-
ways be on the lookout for new opportu-
nities that will open new doors. Network-
ing is huge too!” 

CHS Alum Becomes a Royal
By Wyatt Trost
Panther Staff writer

Student of the Month :

Beau Bonebrake

This year CHS has two students who 
qualified for National Forensics and this 
is the first time in five years. The last 
time a student from CHS was able to 
compete in the National Catholic Foren-
sics League, or NCFL, was in 2014. That 
student made it into the octofinals, or the 
top 48 in each event. The students who 
will be competing this year are Astoria 
Kindel and Conner Thrash. Their spon-
sors are Zac Morris, the forensics teacher 
at CHS, and Chris Stiles. The conference 
will take place in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Students have ten events they may 
compete in. There are six acting and 
speaking events, three debate events, 
and student congress, which is a form 
of debate. Kindel 
and Thrash will be 
competing in the 
acting portion of 
the competition.

Kindel and 
Thrash will per-
form their duo, 
which is titled 
“Taking Off the 
Glove”. In this 
performance they 
cannot look at 
each other, touch 
each other, and 
they have to keep 
a one-step radius 
between them. 
The performance 
can be no longer 
than ten minutes. 

 The skit is about coming out about be-
ing left handed. Conner plays the part of 
Will, a left-handed high school student. 
He is living in the world of a right-hand-
ed person and is afraid to come out about 
how he is different. After his support 
group leader, Louis, pushes him to come 
out of “the glove compartment”, his fam-
ily and friends shun him. 

 While there, the students will take 
part in activities outside of the confer-
ence. They plan on going to a Brewers/
Padres baseball game, an art museum, 
the Harley Davidson museum, the pub-
lic museum and planetarium, and they 
might tour a brewery. There is also a city 
market that they will visit.

The competition only lasts two days, 
but the students will be staying a total of 

six days. Those days are the 23rd through 
the 28th of May. 

 To get to Nationals students go to 
competitions in their diocese. In Con-
cordia, the diocese is in Salina. Kansas, 
overall, has three Diocese: Kansas City, 
Wichita, and Salina. The Salina Dio-
cese sends the top five that place in each 
event. The competition is always held 
over Memorial Day Weekend and is held 
in a different city each year. 

  Although there is not an exact number 
of attendees, there will be thousands of 
students competing. Last year, there were 
527 schools, bringing 2670 students, and 
1549 judges and adults. This year there 
will be about the same number. There 

are at least 67 
dioceses that 
sent students 
to compete in 
NCFL. Each 
diocese has 
the chance 
to send any-
where from 
two to six en-
tries in each 
event. That 
totals a couple 
hundred in 
each event. 

W h e n 
asked about 
how Morris 
feels about 
taking stu-
dents to com-

pete in Nationals he said, “I love taking 
kids to Nationals. I love the opportunity 
to take kids to other cities and states, and 
to give them the opportunity to see things 
they might not otherwise get the chance 
to. I have taken kids who’ve never left 
Kansas before.”

 As sophomores, this is a big accom-
plishment. Most students make it when 
they have more experience, or as juniors 
and seniors. When asked how Thrash felt 
about making as a sophomore he said, 
“This is an amazing an opportunity for 
both Astoria and me. We are both incred-
ibly excited to see how we both do. We 
put a lot of work into our duo and I feel 
like it’ll pay off.” 

Good luck to Kindel and Thrash! 

CHS Power Duo Makes It To     
Nationals

By Chloe Beims
Panther Staff Writer

Attention Concordia Residents!
The CJSHS Library has finished a major spring 
cleaning! There are many FREE books available. If you 

would like to take some home for your own library, just 
go to the CHS office, check in as a guest, and go to the 
Multi-Purpose Room (concession stand area). Then 

help yourselves! The books that don’t go to good homes 
will be recycled. Take home some rescue books today!  

 Shout out to the CHS art students who attended the FHSU 
art show. They received 30 Certificates of Merit! The art stu-
dents also attended the NCKL art show in Clay Center, win-
ning 16 Judges choice Ribbons and 17 Faculty Choice ribbons. 
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What’s Trending At CHS?......

This district is an equal opportunity employer and 
shall not discriminate in its employment practices 
and policies with respect to hiring, compensation, 

terms, conditions, or privileges of employment 
because of an individual’s race, color, religion, sex, 
age, disablity or national origin.Inquiries regarding 
compliance may be directed to Superintendent, 217 

W. 7th Street, Concordia, Kansas 66901-2803
 (785) 243-3518

Sink Shenanigans

Dress Code Violations

No Pass Days

Party BustCheating?

Softball Won 3 Times!!!

Taco Grande

 Extracurriculur Auditorium Activity

4-Day Weeks

By Alex Bonebrake
Panther Staff Writer
     Local business is the driving force 

of a town’s population and prosperity. 
Recently, there has been an influx of 
business in Concordia. However, the 
latest new business has been to Concor-
dia before. Chad and Malinda Sallman, 
Dena and Loren Miller, and Brock Sall-
man reopened Taco Grande on April 17, 
at 1421 E. 6th St.

  The original Taco Grande opened 
in 1975 at the same location as the new 
Taco Grande. It closed in the 90’s, but 
not before generating a large number of 
fans. Malinda Sallman, said that the lo-
cation was a no-brainer. “We were not 
discouraged by the other Mexican res-
taurants in town because we feel that 
there is a following for Taco Grande. We 
also feel that our restaurant will bring 
something to the east side of town, and 
we love the nostalgia of using the same 
location.” Sallman  said she and her 
partners are excited to bring this classic 
back to Concordia. 

 
 
  After the “Grande” opening, it was 

clear that Sallman was right about the 
Taco Grande following in Concordia. 
Cook, Layton Kindel, says that the res-
taurant has been extremely busy since 
its opening. “We have been extremely 
busy. I hate it when people change their 
orders when we already have a lot of 
other orders to do.” 

  Layton enjoys working at Taco 
Grande because there is always some-
thing to do. His favorite item on 
the menu is the Potato Grande. Ac-
cording to the responses on the Taco 
Grande Facebook page, the Potato 
Grande, the Sancho, and the Funny 
Taco are the most popular menu items.  
     Melinda and Dena have always had 
the dream of reopening Taco Grande. 
“We have actually been working on this 
for two years. We are excited to feed 
Concordians with food they love.”

The “Grande” Opening

By Nick Vignerey
Panther Staff Writer
Your gas tank is on empty, and you can’t 

decide where to fill up your car. There 
are many gas stations in our little town. 
Though all of them will get the job done, 
we have our personal preferences for con-
venience, speed, or favorite snacks. 

The Panther Staff sent out a survey to 
the students and faculty about which gas 
station is most favored. The results were 
surprising. Among the five gas stations in 
Concordia, Casey’s came in first place with 
51 votes. Taking second place wasNorth 
Shortstop (near Dairy Queen) coming in 
with 49 votes. With 22 votes, South Short-
stop (by the Bowling Alley) came in third 
place. Wood Oil took fourth place with 16 
votes, and Central Valley Ag (behind Easy 
G’s) came in fifth place with 13 votes. 

There were a wide variety of reasons 
why students chose their favorite gas sta-
tion. With Casey’s, the most common rea-
son was their trademark pizza. Some of the 

others included safer parking, better gas 
mileage, location is close to their house. 
North Shortstop, the second favorite, also 
has many reasons that people go there. The 
most common reason students think North 
Shortstop is best is they have the best foun-
tain drinks in town. The other reasons are 
because it’s the easiest to drive in and out 
of, has premium gas with better mileage, 
and the location is convenient.

The results of the survey about which 
gas station is most convenient may be 
solely based on the location of the gas sta-
tion. It might also just depend on where 
their parents filled up when students were 
younger. There are many factors that af-
fect the choice of the students who took 
the survey. Overall the most convenient 
gas station probably isn’t much different 
than some of the others; it just depends on 
where the student is accustomed to going. 
Most likely the gas is the same at all the 
gas stations in Concordia.

Convenience is Key

Congratulations!

Ryah Klima 
placed 2nd 

in public 
speaking at the 
Regional Career 

Development 
Conference and is 

heading 
to Nationals!

New AD and Football Coach
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