
Honors English II 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Welcome to Honors English II! We will be reading The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros this 
summer, which is a coming of age novel told in a series of vignettes. 
 
As you read, annotate or mark the text to aid your understanding and analysis of the novel. The purpose 
of annotating a text is to track your thinking in writing, so you can revisit it later in class discussions, 
activities, and writing assignments. The annotations provide an opportunity to practice active reading, 
which you will be doing a lot of in the coming school year! 
 
The copy of the novel you received is yours to keep, so grab your pencil and a highlighter and mark it up! 
You may also want to use sticky notes, or you can choose to write or type your annotations on a separate 
piece of paper. 
 
Use the guide below to inspire your annotations, but do not include the examples I use here in your 
assignment. 

 

Annotation Type Explanation and Example 

Literary Devices Used to make the text richer for the reader. Examples of literary devices include 
similes, metaphors, irony, personification, puns and hyperboles. 
 
Example of a simile:  
“...but my mother’s hair, my mother’s hair, like little rosettes, like little candy circles 
all curly and pretty because she pinned it all in pin-curls all day.” 

Ask Questions Ask critical questions about the text that expand on the ideas presented in the 
section of text or that clarify an element of the story. 
 
Example: Why is Esperanza so concerned about living on Mango Street—is it a bad 
place? 

Paraphrase Put ideas from the book in your own words. 
 
Example: Esperanza feels conflicted about her name and wishes she had a different 
one. 

Make Connections Make connections between the text and yourself, the world, or another text. 
 
Example: Like Esperanza, people have moved out of my neighborhood because 
they feel it’s getting “bad” due to crime in the area. 

Share Opinions  Evaluate characters, plot elements, themes, etc. presented in the novel and offer a 
personal perspective or critique. 
 
Example: Everyone seems to live like the neighborhood is one big family; this is 
different from my own neighborhood, where people rarely seem to know their 
neighbor’s  first name. 

Recognize Confusion Recognize when you lack understanding of the text and need to pause for 
clarification. 
Example: The monkey garden seems like it is a fun place for kids to hang out—why 
doesn’t Esperanza want to go there anymore? 



Share New Thinking Expand on an idea presented in the text. 
 
Example: I think Esperanza will leave Mango Street once she is old enough—she 
seems dissatisfied with life there. 

 

Additionally, inside the front or back cover of the book, please include: 
● A list of the major characters with a short summary for each and page references for key scenes 

or moments of character development. 
● A  list of themes, allusions, images, motifs, symbols, key scenes, plot line, et cetera, as you read 

(with page references). 
 
You might also make a list of vocabulary words on a back page or the inside back cover, if there’s still 
room. Possible ideas for lists include the author's unique jargon and new, unknown, or otherwise 
interesting words.  
 
For your assignment to be considered complete, you must come to class on the first day of school with 
your annotated book, or a set of annotations on a separate sheet of paper. Expect that there will be a test 
over the book the first week of school, so it is in your very best interest to complete the summer reading 
assignment before school starts.  
 
You must have a minimum of 20 annotations to receive full credit for this assignment.  
 
Your grade for this assignment will be broken down like this: 
 
Annotations for The House on Mango Street 50 points 
Test over The House on Mango Street 50 points 

       Total 100 points 
 
*Please note: if plagiarism is found in your annotations, you will receive a zero for the assignment, 
without a chance to redo the assignment. If you give your annotations to another student to copy, both 
you and the student who copied will both receive a zero, without an opportunity to redo the assignment. 
It is also considered plagiarism if you use my examples in the above table as your own. If you are unsure 
as to what would be considered plagiarism and how to avoid it, please refer to: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/avoiding_plagiarism/is_it_plagiaris
m.html. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns while you are working on this assignment, please reach out 
to shelby.lowrey@bonhamisd.org or desiree.parker@bonhamisd.org.  
 
  
 

*Have a wonderful summer!* 
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