
APUSH 2020 Summer Assignment 
 

Welcome to AP US History! This is a demanding but rewarding course, which will 
require you to do some preparation before school starts August 19th. Even though 
summer vacation is near, please read this information and share it with your parents 
asap. It is imperative that you and your parents be informed of the course 
requirements and your responsibilities as an Advanced Placement U.S. History student. 
These assignments are due the first day of school. Any late assignment(s) will be 
docked 15 points per day per assignment, up to five school days. Please be aware that 
all assignments for this course are individual assignments unless otherwise stated. 
Always assume you are on your own, unless specifically told that an assignment is 
collaborative.  
 
Books Needed:  
You will need to get a copy of Gene Roberts and Hank Klibanoff’s 2007 Pulitzer Prize 
winning novel The Race Beat from me before you leave for summer break.You will read 
The Race Beat as your summer reading assignment.  
  
Summer Assignments: 
 
This assignment is accessible on my Google classroom at jcngqlb. 
 
Also please get on our class Remind using the code @k2d323 and text to 81010. 
 
Assignment #1 - Read the novel The Race Beat by Roberts and Klibanoff and 
complete the listed activities.  
 
This is the shocking story of how America came to realize it’s race problem. It 
thoroughly discusses racial segregation and the brutality with which it was enforced. 
The book points out the impact of journalists, especially black journalists influenced the 
Civil Rights Movement in the United States. The graphic description of the Emmitt Till 
murder is just one way the writers of this book communicate the plight of African 
Americans in the country at that time.  
 
Please pay special attention to the assignment requirements and expectations. This is a 
HAND-written assignment AND there will be a test over the book the first week of 
school. 
 



 
 
Here is the assignment for The Race Beat: 
 

1. Please answer the following in a five paragraph (minimum 4 sentences per 
paragraph). 

“There is no issue of States rights or national rights. There is only the struggle for 

human rights. I have not the slightest doubt what will be your answer. The last time a 

President sent a civil rights bill to the Congress it contained a provision to protect 

voting rights in Federal elections. That civil rights bill was passed after 8 long months 

of debate. And when that bill came to my desk from the Congress for my signature, 

the heart of the voting provision had been eliminated.  

This time, on this issue, there must be no delay, no hesitation and no compromise 

with our purpose. We cannot, we must not, refuse to protect the right of every 

American to vote in every election that he may desire to participate in. And we ought 

not and we cannot and we must not wait another 8 months before we get a bill. We 

have already waited a hundred years and more, and the time for waiting is gone. 

So I ask you to join me in working long hours--nights and weekends, if necessary--to 

pass this bill.”  

- President Lyndon Baines Johnson 

  There had been legislation passed since the Civil War addressing the need to fully deliver on the 

civil rights promised by the US Constitution, but none of it had managed to do so effectively or 

comprehensively. The passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 delivered protections for those rights 

at a level unprecedented. The creation of such a seismic document was not without struggles. 

Describe the history of the attempts to create such a bill and how the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

succeeded in ways previous legislation and government action did not by changing the law as well 

as paving the way for further acts.  

 
 
  
 



 
 2.  Please answer the following short essay prompts with a well constructed 400-500 
word composition. 
 

● Contrast and compare Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

● Discuss the importance of the two Supreme Court cases Plessy v Ferguson in 
1896 and Brown v Board in 1954. 

 
 
Assignment #2 - Ch 1 and 2 Vocabulary 
 
This assignment is also on the same Google Classroom page at the code above and 
needs to be complete and ready to turn in the first day of school. This vocabulary is 
intended to give you some background knowledge so we can jump in and get started 
right away. We have 500 years of American History to cover, where the regular US 
History class curriculum is from 1877 to the present.  
 
I’m glad you've chosen to take this rigorous course and challenge yourself. Have a great 
summer and see you August 19th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


