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SUPERINTENDENTS

 The beginning of this new school year has been excellent but, not without its challenges.  The con-
struction of the new High School while wonderful has been very taxing.  Multiple natural disasters have also 
created hardships for many families.  On the national scene social discord has ruled the airwaves.  All of 
these issues are “Giants” in and of themselves.  It is a sure bet that many of you are facing your own personal 
Giants.  It may be personal illness, or unrest in your home or work place.  Recently I have noticed a particular 
Giant some of our children are regrettably facing.  This Giant is bullying! It may come in the form of ridicule, 
physical attack or character assassination through rumor mongering. Social media has a tendency to make 
brave individuals out of those that are normally afraid of their own shadow. Facebook, Instagram and Snap 
Chat are often the deliverer of tremendous heartache by individuals that specialize in being mean or cruel to 
others.  The trouble with the Giants in our life is that they tend to eclipse our view of everything else in our 
world.  They cause us heartache, loss of appetite and often sleep.  And, they can definitely rob us of our joy.  
It is a reality that we must face the Giants in our lives.  But, there is nothing that says we have to face them 
alone.  For our students and parents that have had to deal with the Giant of bullying in their lives please know 
that in Bonham ISD we are doubly focused on eradicating this insidious behavior.  The 300+ employees of 
the Bonham Independent School district are here for you!  And, the Texas legislature has given us a tremen-
dous responsibility and extra latitude in dealing with those that choose to engage in bullying behavior.  This 
extra authority and responsibility comes in the form of Senate Bill 179 however, it is better known as “David’s 
Law.”  I have taken the liberty of offering you our attorney’s abbreviated version of the Senate Bill.

“David’s Law”—S.B. 179—is one of the new laws that will have a major impact on the day-to-day operation 
of your school.  Here are several things you need to know about this new law, which will go into effect on 
September 1, 2017.

1) It makes it clear that bullying does not have to involve a pattern of repeated behavior.  “A single significant 
act” might be sufficient to meet the definition of “bullying.”

2) Our definition of bullying has always required that there be an effect on the target. That effect could be 
physical harm, or the threat of it; or damage to property; or an “intimidating, threatening, or abusive educa-
tional environment.”  The new law adds to this, by stating that it is “bullying” if the behavior “materially and 
substantially disrupts the educational process or the orderly operation of a classroom or school; or infringes 

on the rights of the victim at school.”
3) Cyberbullying off campus is expressly included in the definition of bullying if it “interferes with a stu-

dent’s educational opportunities” or “substantially disrupts the orderly operation of a classroom, school, or 
school-sponsored or school-related activity.”

4) Notice of alleged bullying must be given to the parent of the target on or before the third business day after 
the incident is reported. The alleged bully’s parent is to be notified within a “reasonable time.”
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5) Your school policy must include a method for students to report bullying anonymously.
6) Chapter 37 is amended to allow for expulsion or DAEP for a student who 1) engages in bullying that 

encourages suicide; 2) incites violence through group bullying; or 3) releases or threatens to release “intimate 
visual material” of a minor or an adult student without consent.

7) After an investigation is completed, the principal may report to law enforcement if the principal has rea-
sonable grounds to believe that a student has engaged in assault or harassment. “Harassment” in this context 

means sending repeated e-communications in a manner likely to “harass, annoy, alarm, abuse, torment, 
embarrass or offend another.”  Principals enjoy immunity from liability and from disciplinary action when 

making such a report. This duty can be delegated to another staff member, but not the school counselor.
8) Open enrollment charter schools must adopt anti-bullying policies and can enact the disciplinary penalties 

called for in the law for bullying.
9) TEA will create a website providing resources for educators working with students with mental health con-
ditions, and continuing education for teachers and administrators may include information about how grief 

and trauma affect students.
10) School counselors’ duties will include serving as an “impartial, nonreporting conciliator for interpersonal 
conflicts and discord involving two or more students arising out of accusations of bullying.” “Non-reporting” 
in this context means that the counselor does not report to law enforcement. Other reports, such as for sus-

pected child abuse, may be necessary.
11) Parents or students can obtain injunctive relief to stop and/or prevent cyberbullying of a minor. This re-

lief could be against the student bully, or the parents of a bully who is under 18.  Forms in plain language will 
be readily available in English and Spanish to enable people to seek this relief. Plaintiffs can obtain injunctive 
relief by proving that cyberbullying has occurred—they will not be required to prove all of the elements nor-

mally required to obtain an injunction.
12) The Health and Safety Code is amended to authorize schools to develop practices and procedures regard-
ing mental health, including “grief-informed and trauma-informed” practices, and skills related to managing 

emotions, establishing and maintaining positive relationships, and responsible decision-making.”
13) Criminal penalties are enhanced for harassment by e-communication that is done with the intent that the 

target will commit suicide or engage in conduct causing serious bodily injury to self.

        I once read about a boy that was facing a tremendous Giant.  This Giant was threatening to end his life 
and the lives of his family.  That boy picked up a few small stones and according to my Sunday school teacher 
he “ran” to meet his Giant.  Who does that?  Well, this boy was small in stature and yet he was determined 
not to permit this Giant to terrorize him and those he loved any further.  He gathered a few small stones and 
his trusty sling-shot and in the blink of an eye felled the 9’9” foe!  The boy’s name was David. Seems appro-
priate, doesn’t it? I’m sure you can figure out the rest of the story.  I know we won’t all be able to run to face 
the Giants in our life.  But, I urge you to remember the words of T.D. Jakes when he wrote, “Never run to win 
the favor of your critics….because it doesn’t take effort, talent, skill or preparation to criticize.  That is why it 
is often the favorite pastime of untrained children and unaccomplished adults.” If you or someone you know 
is a victim of bullying you can report the matter to any teacher or your campus administrator.  You can also 
look on the district’s website and click on the big red button to report it anonymously. There is no reason to 
permit others to diminish your dignity and self worth.  And, remember, you are always welcome in Bonham 
ISD!



Athletics
Athletic Director: Tony Johnson | Assistant Athletic Director: AJ Uland

Cross Country runner Tony Cruz makes it 
to Regionals!

Bonham boys Cross Country team are champions @ Blue 
Ridge Meet. Tony Cruz wins gold! Campbell 3rd, Reaves 6th.

2017-2018 Bonham 
High School Trainers

 Marine Drill Instructor w/ LT Academy, 
Sgt. McCrainey, brings the Warriors a 

Wednesday Leadership focus!

 Lady Warriors Volleyball 
team honored their senior 

players!!

On Friday October 20th, 
Bonham celebrated our 

young football players and 
cheerleaders on Warrior 

Youth Football Night!

Our Warriors Football 
team started the season 

off with a great win!



Homecoming

2017-2018
BHS Homecoming Court

Queen Nominees
Amberly Castle

Lisann Fernandez
Lourdes Jaimes

Bri Williams
 

11th Grade
Hannah Griffin

Tatum Lewis
Kaitlyn Rhinehart

Haleigh Solano 

10th Grade
Shallyne Misati
McKenna Pate
Averi Reeves

Katyn Yarborough
 

9th Grade
Emily Amigh

Khyann Brown
Ari Phea

Annie Ukpe
 

Homecoming Queen:
Lourdes Jaimes

Junior Princess:
Haleigh Solano

Sophmore Princess:
Katyn Yarborough

Freshman Princess:
Ari Phea



BONHAM HIGH SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL: RYAN PROCK | ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: CRYSTAL BUCKALOO

The Superintendent’s Student Advisory 
Committee joined Dr. Beaty at Rotary 

for lunch and networking!

BHS War Dancers raised money during 
the month of October to help support 

Women Rock!

The BHS Band competed in the UIL Region 25 
Marching Contest at Jackie Hendricks Stadium 
in Princeton. The band received the ratings of 

2-2-1 from the 3-judge panel.
(2=Excellent/1=Superior)

The BHS Senior class worked the Potato 
Booth at the Fannin County Fair!

BHS Football players spend time eating 
lunch, reading, and having recess with 

elementary students! 

Bonham Warriors Homecoming Bonfire 
2017!

BHS students and teachers participated 
in Great Days of Service. Helping clean 
and fix playgrounds around Bonham!



BONHAM HIGH SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL: RYAN PROCK | ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: CRYSTAL BUCKALOO

Kris Barr and Chase Whitten received 
Grand Champion in the Livestock 

Division of the Ag Mech show at the 
Fannin County Fair  with their Hay 

Unroller.

Mr. Prock agreed if we raised 
over $6000 for Columbia High 
School that he would dye his 

hair purple and be taped to the 
wall!

Board Members Dr. LaTonia Arris and Ran-
dy Pendergrass took time out of their day to 
share information about their careers with 

Mrs. Spiller’s 
Problem Based Research classes.

Sophomore Randy Arris spoke to Rotary 
about the Bonham High School Com-
munity Service Medal of Honor Pro-

gram that he is implementing!

The BHS Robotics team competed in the 
2017 NT BEST Robotics competition in 

Prosper, Texas. 

Aerial view of the progress on the new 
Bonham High School!



L. H. RATHER JUNIOR HIGH
PRINCIPAL: TRACI DANIEL | ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: JASON BUSBEY

Staff members showed their sup-
port of our “adopted” school, West 

Brazos Jr High, by donating at 
least $10 to our campus fundraiser 

and wearing jeans!

Thank you to the Student Council members 
and PALS who helped sort and load donated 

items during Great Days of Service!

Blake Honeycutt enjoyed having his brother 
come by to visit him at school. We are proud 
of Kevin who just finished basic training in 

the USMC.
LH Rather students were treated to a day of 
shopping at Stonebriar Mall in Frisco as part 

of the BISD STAAR Bonus program! 

8th grade science incorporating 
a STEM activity with candy corn 

bridges!

Students in Mrs. Frazier’s and Mrs. Stark’s 
classes had a great time painting their fall 

inspired pumpkins!

Staff Development Day, LHR teachers and 
staff spent time learning about effective 

classroom management and differentiation 
techniques.



I.W. EVANS INTERMEDIATE
PRINCIPAL: KARLI FOWLER | ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: TRACY FOSTER

Mrs. Ramsey’s class showing off their 
Pumpkin Globes!

Bonham VA volunteers working 
along with our students!

Mrs. Ford’s class presents flowers to 
Mrs. Fowler for Principal’s week!

5th grade students and 6th grade 
choir students put on a beautiful 

performance in honor of our 
Veterans!!

Our students and staff mem-
bers went to the park for a Solar 

Eclipse viewing party!

6th grader, Lilly Godbey 
placed 2nd with her market 

hog!

Brave Girls making a kindness 
banner for our hallways!

Students from Ms. Kelton and Mr. Lancast-
er’s classes from I.W.Evans enjoyed a day of 
hands~on learning under the Texas sun at 

Preston Trail Farms in Gunter,Texas.



FINLEY-OATES ELEMENTARY
PRINCIPAL: MARY LOU FOX | ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: SHARLENA HAMBY

As tradition Bonham Rotary 
passed out dictionaries to all of 

our 3rd graders!

Finley-Oates Fall Festival
2017

Finley-Oates was blessed with 
new carpet in the library. Cliff 

Ford, Associate Pastor of Students 
at Boyd Baptist Church, and the 
youth group saved the day. The 
youth group unpacked boxes 

and helped Mrs. Peterson get the 
library school ready!!

Mrs. Fox was slimed. The stu-
dents, staff, and communtiy raised 
$2542.58 to send to the students at 

West Columbia Elementary.

Family Fun Math Night!

For lunch the Varsity #Warrior football 
team went over to Finley-Oates and ate 

lunch, had recess, and read with the 
students!

The solar eclipse was awesome! We 
had fun eating moon pies and sun 

chips.

October 17th, Mr. Clemons re-
ceived the Hometown Hero Award 

from the Modern Woodmen.



BAILEY INGLISH EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION: RUDY RODRIGUEZ | PROGRAM DIRECTOR: DOROTHEA MILLER

Bailey Inglish Tribe!

Mrs. Aaron and Mrs. D’s friends 
carved a pumpkin and used their 5 
senses to explore and describe it.

Mrs. Callahan and Mrs. Butler’s students 
made alligators for the letter Aa today!

Thank you to the Bonham Fire Department 
for coming to our school to teach our stu-

dents about fire safety!

This week Mrs. Glover and Ms. Allen’s 
students made koala bears while learning 

about the letter Kk!

Ms. Chavez and Ms. Wheeler’s class have 
been learning about community helpers this 

week. For the letter Dd we played doctor!

Mrs. Callahan and Mrs. Butler’s stu-
dents glued jellybeans on the letter Jj 

as they learned the new letter!

Happy Halloween from the
Bailey Inglish Tribe!!

Family Pumpkin Carving 
Night!



DISTRICT WIDE NEWS

Following Hurricane Harvey Bonham 
ISD took action and supported Co-
lumbia-Brazoria ISD and West Or-

ange-Cove CISD. Each BISD campus 
raised money for each of CBISD cam-
puses. BISD administrators traveled 
to WOCCISD to work and deliver 

supplies!

Superintendent Dr. Marvin Beaty 
leading a hand to our maintenance 

department and cutting grass!
This year BISD raised 7200+ canned 

goods for Great Days of Service

With October being National Prin-
cipals Month our BISD Superinten-
dents and Director of Maintenance 
delivered goodie baskets and lunch 

to our Principals!

BISD Board Members
2017-2018

LaTonia Arris, Sean Floyd, Dana 
Porter Roscoe, Randy Pendergrass, 
Chance Roberts, Jered Hudson, and 

Jason Fox


