
L.H. Rather Junior High School
1201 North Main Street   Tel (903) 583‐7474 
Bonham, Texas 75418  Fax (903) 583‐3713 

Traci Daniel, Principal Jason Busbey, Assistant Principal

May 29, 2019 

Dear Incoming 7th/8th Grade Students, 

This year the Summer Reading Assignment is only REQUIRED for incoming 7th and 8th grade students 
who have signed up for HONORS Reading or HONORS ELAR. These assignments will be due the first 
day of school, August 21, 2019. If a student enrolled in Honors does not complete the assignment the 
late work policy will be enforced, and they will be assigned morning/afternoon tutorials until the 
assignment is completed. 

This assignment is OPTIONAL for incoming 7th or 8th grade students who are NOT enrolled in Honors 
Reading/ELAR. For these students, completing and turning in this assignment will earn them an extra 
credit grade in Reading/ELAR for the first quarter.   

Attached with this letter is the reading assignment and grading rubric for your grade level. I will be 
available throughout the summer at the Bonham Public Library for any student who needs assistance. I 
will send a remind regarding the time and date I will be there as I know those details.  

To join the remind group: 

TEXT @whitsummer to 81010. 

Thanks,  

Mrs. Whitlock 



LHR 7th Grade Summer Reading Project 

The Outsiders 

● REQUIRED for all students taking HONORS Reading in 7th grade. It is due the first day of

school and will count as a major/test grade.

● OPTIONAL project for other 7th grade Reading students. It is due the first day of school

and will count as extra credit points for the major/test grade category.

You will complete a total of THREE mini-projects. See attached rubric. 

You are REQUIRED to complete ONE item from this section. 

● Design a newspaper front page of the events of Bob’s murder, the fire at the church, and

Johnny’s death. Include ads and images relevant to the time period the novel is set in.

● Choose three character traits to describe the character of your choice. Consider their

thoughts, feelings, actions, and words. Provide text evidence to support your choices.

● Create a movie poster advertising the showing of The Outsiders. Place celebrities of today

in the roles of at least four of the following: Ponyboy, Dally, Soda, Darry, Johnny, Cherry,

Marcia, Bob, and Randy. Create a catchy phrase designed to draw in your audience. Be as

neat, colorful, and creative as possible. On a separate sheet of paper, explain how the

actors you chose fit the characters for which you have placed them. Remember that both

appearance and personality count.

You are REQUIRED to complete TWO items from this section. 

● Create an acrostic poem using the name, “Ponyboy”.

● Create a booklet in which you collect at least five examples of figurative language. You

must identify the type of figurative language and explain its meaning.

● Create a Quote Quilt by folding a blank sheet of paper into four sections. Write one quote in

each section. On the back, explain why each quote is so important. Remember to include

color, design, and/or illustrations in your “quilt”.

● Create a chart that depicts the similarities and differences between the Greasers and the

Socs.

● Create a timeline of events from The Outsiders. You must include at least ten major events

and an illustration that correlates with the events.

● Create a graffiti “wall” using slang from The Outsiders using a blank sheet of paper. The

paper must look like a wall and must include at least 15 slang words/phrases from the

novel.

for 2019-2020



LHR 8th Grade Summer Reading Project 

The Giver 

● REQUIRED for all students taking HONORS ELAR in 8th grade. It is due the first day of

school and will count as a major/test grade.

● OPTIONAL project for other 8th grade ELAR students. It is due the first day of school and

will count as extra credit points for the major/test grade category.

You will complete a total of THREE mini-projects. See attached rubric. 

You are REQUIRED to complete ONE item from this section. 

● Write a letter to the Giver from Jonas thanking him for sharing his memories with him. You

will also thank him for believing in you, as well as showing him how there was “something

better” beyond the community. Your letter should have an intro, a paragraph about the

memories and a paragraph about believing in you and showing you how there was

“something better”. Make sure you write “Dear Giver” and sign it “Sincerely, Jonas”.

● Write a letter from Jonas to his family unit. Explain the reasons why he ran away and took

Gabriel with him.

● Design your own perfect community. Keep in mind rules and laws, education, government,

jobs, health care, and other parts of society. Draw a map of your community and explain

how your community works.

You are REQUIRED to complete TWO items from this section. 

● Create a children’s rule book. The rule book should explain the rules of Jonas’ community

to children. You must write 10 rules and include illustrations for each rule. Be sure to use

color and creativity. This book would be used by the community instructors to teach the

children how to behave in the community.

● Using the letters of “The Giver” create an acrostic poem. Each line must relate to the story.

Create a background for your poem and be creative.

● Write a paragraph explaining your view of the advantages or disadvantages of Jonas’

utopian society. You must choose advantages OR disadvantages.

● Design an advertisement, poster, or brochure to try and persuade someone to visit the

community of The Giver. Be Creative….

● Find five examples of figurative language in the novel. Identify the type and explain what

each example means.

● Compare and contrast Jonas and Asher by using a venn diagram. Then, write two

paragraphs: one about their similarities and one about their differences.

for 2019-2020


