
Updated August 23, 2021 

COVID & School FAQ 
 

Q: I (a parent) am test-confirmed for COVID.  Can my child come to school or 
does he/she need to quarantine at home? 

A: Your student is not excluded from attendance due to close contact exposure.   
 
Only individuals who are actively sick with COVID-19 or are test-confirmed to 
have COVID-19 are excluded from attendance.   
 
Of course, you should closely monitor your child for symptoms in the two weeks 
following exposure and if his/her condition changes, consult a healthcare 
professional.   
 
In addition, the District can administer a COVID test to your student if you would 
like.  The consent form is located on the Bonham ISD website – go to the ‘Parent’ 
link across the top and click ‘COVID Information’.  The ‘Student COVID-19 Testing 
Consent Form’ is available for download. 

 

Q: My child, who was test-confirmed for COVID about 10 days ago, is still testing 
positive even though 10 days have passed since their positive COVID test result.  
Does my student need to remain at home or have a negative COVID test result 
before returning to school? 

A: No, your child’s body could still be ‘shedding’ the virus and may continue to 
test positive.   

As long as your child has been fever-free for at least 24 hours with fever reducing 
medication, an improvement in symptoms and 10 days have passed since 
symptom onset or a positive test result, he/she can return to school. 
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Q: If my child is test-confirmed positive for COVID will I need a release from a 
healthcare professional before my child may return to school? 

A: Maybe….Only students participating in athletic activities and the marching 
band are required by the UIL (University Interscholastic League) to receive 
clearance from a physician prior to returning and participating. 

Students not participating in the above mentioned activities, are not required to 
have a return note from a healthcare professional. 

 

Q: How will I be notified of a positive case on my child’s campus? 

A: Schools must notify all teachers, staff and families of all students in a 
classroom or extracurricular or after-school program cohort if a test-confirmed 
COVID case is identified among students, teachers or staff who participated in 
those classrooms or cohorts. 

Bonham ISD will send notification to parents/guardians via an email at the end of 
the school day each day the campus is notified of a test-confirmed COVID case.  
Please ensure you have an up-to-date email on file with your child’s campus. 

In addition, Bonham ISD will post a ‘Current COVID Count’ chart on Monday of 
each week.  It will be posted on the Bonham ISD website – go to the ‘Parent’ link 
across the top and click ‘COVID Information’. 

 

Q: Do schools in which we compete against have to notify our District if one of 
their players and/or coaches becomes test-confirmed after the competition? 

A: Yes, if a test-confirmed COVID case is identified among students, teachers or 
staff who participated in a UIL competition against another school, the school 
must notify the opposing school and the officials/contest judges who also 
participated in the competition. 

Bonham ISD would then notify parents, staff and families in the same manner as 
described above. 
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Q: Is Bonham ISD requiring staff, students and visitors to wear a mask? 

A: No, Bonham ISD is choosing to follow the mask provisions of GA-38.  Of 
course, if you would like to wear a mask or require your child to wear a mask, 
please do so.  Bonham ISD is supporting adult/parental choice. 

 

Q: What does it mean to be “suspected of being actively sick with COVID”? 

A: Since Bonham ISD cannot provide a diagnosis without a positive test result, we 
are relying on the diagnosis from a doctor or other medical professional qualified 
to make such diagnosis after a medical evaluation. 

 

Q: Can Bonham ISD administer a COVID test to my student? 

A: Yes, as long as the parent/guardian completes and submits a Student COVID-
19 Testing Consent Form.  The consent form is located on the Bonham ISD 
website – go to the ‘Parent’ link across the top and click ‘COVID Information’.  The 
‘Student COVID-19 Testing Consent Form’ is available for download. 

If your child is being tested before school, you and your child will need to wait in 
your car and call the main office of the campus.  A staff member will come out to 
your car to administer the COVID test. 

Test results take 15 minutes.  You will need to remain in your car until the test 
results are received. 

 

Q: I received notification that my child was in a classroom or cohort group in 
which there is a test-confirmed individual.  Can my child come to school or does 
he/she need to quarantine at home? 

A: Your student is not excluded from attendance due to close contact exposure.   
 
Only individuals who are actively sick with COVID-19 or are test-confirmed to 
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have COVID-19 are excluded from attendance.   
 
Of course, you should closely monitor your child for symptoms in the two weeks 
following exposure and if his/her condition changes, consult a healthcare 
professional.   
 
In addition, the District can administer a COVID test to your student if you would 
like.  The consent form is located on the Bonham ISD website – go to the ‘Parent’ 
link across the top and click ‘COVID Information’.  The ‘Student COVID-19 Testing 
Consent Form’ is available for download. 

 

Q: I am a staff member and received notification that I was in a classroom or 
cohort group in which there is a test-confirmed individual.  Can I come to school 
or does I need to quarantine at home? 

A: For staff who meet the close contact threshold with a COVID positive 
individual AND if these staff continue to work on campus, rapid testing must be 
performed at the start of the day, at least once every other day until the end of 
day 10. 

 

Q: Is Bonham ISD conducting close contact reviews/determinations? 

A: No, not as a common practice.   

We will be notified by public health authorities if their COVID-19 case 
investigation indicates on of our staff or student(s) were in close contact with a 
test-confirmed individual. 

Bonham ISD must notify ALL teachers, staff and families of ALL students in a 
classroom or extracurricular or after-school program cohort if a test-confirmed 
COVID case is identified among students, teachers or staff who participated in 
those classroom or cohorts.  We are now notifying ‘ALL’ and not only those within 
6 feet for at least 15 minutes – so close contact reviews for students are not 
necessary. 
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A staff member, along with campus administration, the District RN or the campus 
clinic assistant, will have to determine if they meet the close contact threshold of 
being within 6 feet for at least 15 cumulative minutes of a test-confirmed 
individual, to determine if they must test for COVID at the start of the day, at least 
once every other day until the end of day 10. 

 

 


