
Summer Reading Assignment:  Musical Soundtrack 
 
Student’s 
Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

CATEGORY 3 2 1 0 

Comprehensio
n 

Demonstrates a 
full 
understanding of 
plot, characters, 
and motifs 
through 
insightful use of 
songs.  It is 
obvious the 
student has read 
and made 
significant 
literary and 
personal 
connections with 
the text. 

Demonstrates a 
good 
understanding of 
the plot, 
characters, and 
motifs through 
relevant use of 
songs.  it is clear 
that the student 
has read and 
made 
connections with 
the text. 

Demonstrates a 
good under- 
standing of parts 
of the plot, 
characters, and 
motifs through 
the use of 
songs.  The 
student has read 
the text, though 
literary and 
personal 
connections are 
lacking. 

Does not 
demonstrate the 
understanding of 
the text through 
use of songs.  it 
is not clear if the 
student has read 
the text. 

Written 
Expression 

Written material 
is clear, 
engaging, and 
mature. 
Students 
demonstrate 
exceptional 
vocabulary was 
well as a sound 
knowledge of 
literary devices. 
Errors, if 
present, are few 
and not 
distracting. 

Written material 
is clear and 
engaging. 
Student 
demonstrates 
knowledge of 
literary devices. 
Errors are few 
and not 
distracting. 

While the 
student’s 
meaning is clear, 
the writing is at 
times awkward 
and/or not 
engaging. 
Errors are 
distracting at 
times. 

Writing is 
missing, 
incomplete, or 
off-topic.  Errors 
may  make the 
writing difficult to 
understand. 

Required 
Components 

All required 
components 
(artist name and 
title, written 
paragraph of 
explanation, tie 
to character or 
event) are 
included.  Ten 
songs are 
included as well. 

  One or more of 
the required 
components is 
missing. 
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Connections Song choices 
show insight and 
originality, and 
are clearly 
connected to the 
book with proper 
student 
exposition.  All 
songs are 
excellent 
complements to 
the five major 
plot events and 
five specific 
characters. 

All songs have 
clear 
connections to 
the book; 
however some 
song choices 
may be lacking 
in insight or 
originality.  The 
connections are 
explained 
properly.  Songs 
are good 
complements to 
the five major 
plot events and 
five specific 
characters. 

Some songs 
have a clear 
connection to 
the book but 
some are 
missing or 
unclear.  Song 
choices show a 
basic 
understanding of 
the book, and 
connections are 
explained.  Most 
songs 
complement the 
five major plot 
events and five 
specific 
characters. 

Song/book 
connections are 
poorly explained 
or unclear.  A 
basic 
understanding of 
the book is 
lacking.  Songs 
may clash with 
the theme or 
emotion of their 
corresponding 
plot event or 
character. 

Cover Art Cover art is 
interesting, 
creative, original, 
and clearly ties 
to book. 

Cover art is 
creative and 
original, and ties 
to book. 

Cover art is 
original and may 
tie to the book 
on a superficial 
level. 

Cover art is not 
original, does 
not tie to the 
book clearly, or 
is missing. 

 


