
Summer Reading Assignment:  Character’s Journal 
 
Student’s 
Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

CATEGORY  3 2 1 0 

Length Journal contains 
at least ten 
one-page journal 
entries. 

Journal contains 
at least ten 
journal entries, 
all but one are a 
full page long. 

Journal may 
contain only nine 
journal entries, 
or three of the 
entries may be 
less than one 
page in length. 

Journal is 
incomplete (less 
than nine journal 
entries, entries 
are too short). 

Characterizatio
n 

Author does an 
exceptional job 
of capturing the 
character’s voice 
and point of 
view.  

Author captures 
the character’s 
voice and point 
of view.  

Author may not 
truly capture the 
character’s voice 
or point of view, 
even though 
effort is evident.  

Little or no effort 
has gone into 
capturing the 
character’s voice 
or point of view. 

Conceptual 
Understanding 

Journal lends 
insight into the 
character’s 
thoughts, 
feelings, and 
questions, as 
well as offers 
extra knowledge 
regarding his or 
her motivations 
and actions,  
 

Journal remarks 
on the 
character’s 
thoughts, 
feelings, and 
questions, and 
tries to offer 
insight into his or 
her motivations 
and actions. 
 

The character’s 
thoughts, 
feelings, 
questions, and 
motivations are 
not thoroughly 
examined. 
 

No internalizing 
of dialogue. 
Mostly just 
summary. 

Grammatical 
Conventions 
(characterizatio
n taken into 
account)  
 
 

Writing is free of 
grammatical 
errors.  Revising 
and editing has 
produced a 
polished and 
masterful work. 

Writing may 
have 1-2 minor 
grammatical 
errors.  Revising 
and editing has 
produced a 
polished work. 

More than two 
grammatical 
errors are 
glaringly 
present. 
Revising and 
editing may have 
taken place, but 
needed to be 
more thorough. 

Writing has 
grammatical 
errors that 
interfere with the 
reading and 
understanding of 
the work.  No 
revising/editing 
has occured. 

Journal Cover Cover is 
creative, artistic, 
and symbolic. 

Cover is artistic 
and symbolic. 

Cover is 
symbolic, but 
artwork and 
creativity is 

Cover is not 
symbolic, or is 
missing. 
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