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Category 3 2 1 0 

Content Content is 
relevant to what 
happened in the 
story.  Ending is 
plausible. 

Most of the 
content is 
relevant to the 
story.  Ending is 
plausible. 

Some of the 
content is 
relevant to the 
story.  Ending is 
possibly 
plausible, but 
highly unlikely. 

Content is not 
relevant to the 
story, and 
ending is not 
believable. 

Creativity Student creates 
an unpredictable 
and creative 
ending to the 
story. 

Student creates 
a creative 
ending to the 
story. 

Student writes a 
predictable but 
new ending to 
the story. 

The new ending 
is not original at 
all. 

Resolution The new ending 
resolved all of 
the problems 
associated with 
the plot and left 
the reader 
feeling satisfied. 
The ending is 
NOT an open 
ending. 

The new ending 
resolved all of 
the problems, 
but left readers 
with more 
questions; or, 
the new ending 
resolved some 
of the problems 
and left the 
reader feeling 
satisfied.  The 
ending is NOT 
an open ending. 

The new ending 
resolved some 
of the problems, 
and left the 
reader with more 
questions. The 
ending is NOT 
an open ending. 

The new ending 
did not resolve 
the majority of 
the problems 
and left the 
reader feeling 
disappointed. 
The ending may 
be an open 
ending. 

Grammatical 
Conventions/Edit
ing 

There were no 
spelling or 
grammatical 
errors.  The final 
revision and 
editing process 
has produced a 
polished and 
masterful 
product. 

There were a 
few minor 
spelling or 
grammatical 
errors.  The final 
revision and 
editing process 
has produced a 
polished 
product. 

There were 
noticeable 
spelling and/or 
grammatical 
errors.  The final 
revision and 
editing process 
may not have 
been sufficient to 
create a 
polished 
product. 

There were 
several spelling 
and grammatical 
errors that 
detracted 
considerably to 
the writing.  The 
revision and 
editing process 
was insufficient. 
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Length and 
Typography 

Ending is no less 
than 1500 
words.  Typed in 
black, 12-point, 
Times-New 
Roman font. 

Ending is less 
than 1500 
words, but more 
than 1250. 
Typed in black, 
12-point, 
Times-New 
Roman font. 

Ending is less 
than 1250 
words, but more 
than 1000; or, 
paper is not 
typed, not in 
black, not in 
12-point, or not 
in Times-New 
Roman font. 

Ending is less 
than 1000 
words, 
incomplete, or 
not following the 
stylistic 
guidelines given. 

 


