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CATEGORY 3 2 1 0 

Comprehension Demonstrates a 
full and insightful 
understanding of 
plot, characters, 
and motifs.  It is 
obvious that the 
student has read 
and made 
literary and 
personal 
connections with 
the text. 

Demonstrates a 
good 
understanding of 
the plot, 
characters, and 
motifs.  The 
student has read 
and made 
connections with 
the text. 

Demonstrates a 
superficial 
understanding of 
the plot, 
characters, and 
motifs.  The 
student has read 
the text, 
although 
connection to it 
is lacking. 

Does not 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the text.  It is not 
clear if the 
student has read 
it,. 

Storytelling Images and 
words 
complement 
each other 
exceptionally 
well and 
communicate 
the scene’s 
events with 
power and 
emotion. 

Images and 
words 
complement 
each other well 
and 
communicate 
the scene’s 
events 
effectively. 

Most images 
and words 
complement 
each other.,  The 
work conveys 
the scene’s most 
significant 
events, but 
nuanced details 
may be left out. 

Images and 
words are not 
clearly 
connected.  The 
work does not 
communicate 
the scene’s 
events. 

Grammar and 
Spelling 
Conventions 

Writer makes no 
errors in 
grammar or 
spelling that 
distract the 
reader from the 
content. 

Writer makes 
1-2 errors in 
grammar or 
spelling. 

Writer makes 
3-4 errors in 
grammar or 
spelling that 
distract the 
reader from the 
content. 

Writer makes 
more than 4 
errors in 
grammar and 
spelling 
conventions. 

Illustrations Illustrations are 
detailed, 
attractive, 
creative, and 
powerfully 
convey the 
appropriate 
mood of the text. 

Illustrations are 
somewhat 
detailed, 
attractive, and 
convey the 
appropriate 
mood. 

Illustrations may 
be lacking in 
attractiveness, 
details, or 
conveying the 
appropriate 
mood. 

Illustrations are 
not detailed 
and/or they do 
not convey the 
appropriate 
mood. 
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Theme Provides mature, 
sophisticated, 
and/or creative 
insight into one 
of the play’s 
major themes. 

Provides an 
effective 
representation of 
one of the play’s 
major themes. 

Makes a clear 
attempt to 
address one of 
the play’s major 
themes, but the 
representation is 
limited. 

Does not clearly 
address one of 
the play’s major 
themes, or does 
so only in an 
extremely 
superficial way. 

Graphic Novel 
Conventions 

30 events have 
been 
represented 
clearly and 
consecutively, 
the panels have 
been hand 
drawn and in 
color, and an 
enticing cover 
(including book 
title, author, and 
student’s name) 
is present. 

One of the 
conventions is 
missing or 
lacking. 

Two of the 
conventions are 
missing or 
lacking, 

More than two of 
the conventions 
are missing or 
lacking. 

 


