
APUSH 2019 Summer Assignment 
 

Welcome to AP US History! This is a demanding but rewarding course, which will 
require you to do some preparation before school starts August 21st. Even though 
summer vacation is near, please read this information and share it with your parents 
asap. It is imperative that you and your parents be informed of the course 
requirements and your responsibilities as an Advanced Placement U.S. History student. 
These assignments are due the first day of school. Any late assignment(s) will be 
docked 15 points per day per assignment, up to five school days. Please be aware that 
all assignments for this course are individual assignments unless otherwise stated. 
Always assume you are on your own, unless specifically told that an assignment is 
collaborative.  
 
Books Needed:  
You will need to get a copy of Michael Shaara’s Pulitzer Prize winning novel The Killer 
Angels from me before you leave for summer break.You will read Shaara’s The Killer 
Angels as your summer reading assignment.  
  
Summer Assignments: 
 
This assignment is accessible on my Google classroom at akhn9we. 
 
Assignment #1 - Read the novel The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara and 
complete the listed activities.  
 
About six years ago July 1st-3rd we marked the 150th anniversary of the battle of 
Gettysburg, the significant turning point of the American Civil War (1861-1865). I read 
this book for the first time in the summer of 2018, and am impressed by Michael 
Shaara’s interpretation of this battleground for America’s destiny. 
 
Please pay special attention to the assignment requirements and expectations. This is a 
HAND-written assignment AND there will be a test over the book the first week of 
school. 
 
Here is the assignment for The Killer Angels: 
 

1. Please answer the following in a five paragraph (minimum 4 sentences per 
paragraph). 



● Compare and contrast the Union and Confederate Armies. Discuss the 
makeup of each army, which is more dedicated to their cause, and which 
do you find more fascinating and why? To do this successfully, you must 
use evidence, examples, and quotes from the book to support your 
analysis.  

 
     2.  Please answer the following short essay questions with a well constructed 
400-500 word composition. 
 

● Do you feel the novel is pro-Confederate or pro-Union? You must explain why 
you choose the position you take and defend it w/evidence, examples, and 
quotes to support your stance. 

 
● Analyze the actions of one of the officers prominently mentioned in the novel. 

Discuss decisions and actions that he made/took that he should not have done. 
Also discuss decisions/actions not made or not taken that he should have 
considered or attempted. Explain and defend!  

 
 
Assignment #2 - Ch 1 and 2 Vocabulary 
 
This assignment is also on the same Google Classroom page at the code above and 
needs to be complete the first day of school. This vocabulary is intended to give you 
some background knowledge so we can jump in and get started right away. We have 
500 years of American History to cover, where the regular US History class curriculum 
is from 1877 to the present.  
 
I’m glad you've chosen to take this rigorous course and challenge yourself. Have a great 
summer and see you August 21st. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


