
Resources from Robi at Essdack 

	 Here are some of my favorite resources for supporting teachers and students in 
continuous learning. Need more information? I’m just an email away: robialstrom@essdack.org.


CommonLit commonlit.org (ELA Teachers Grades 3-12) 

	 You don’t have to reinvent the wheel in order to provide standards-based instruction in 
reading; CommonLit has already created lessons for you. Instruction is organized around broad 
themes, such as Identity or Social Pressure, and each theme has two big-idea questions. 
Under each of the questions, a variety of texts in different genres is included at five grade 
bands from 3rd-4th Grade through 11th-12th Grade. Each text identifies its genre, grade level 
and Lexile level. You can assign text manually or through Google Classroom.

	 Once you’ve selected your text, you also have text-dependent questions identified by 
reading standard, discussion questions, and links to paired texts and related media. Teachers 
can differentiate by assigning text at various Lexile levels, or provide accommodations for 
below-grade level readers through support tools built in to the program. Students have access 
to annotation tools, definitions, read-aloud, and translation. Teachers can also enable the 
comprehension checks to support striving readers or to eliminate fake reading.

	 Want to do a novel study while students are learning at home? CommonLit has 
resources for that. Want to get more instruction in a limited amount of time? Use science or 
social studies texts: students will get content learning while still addressing the reading 
standards.

	 Start designing your units today, or contact Robi for more information: 
robialstrom@essdack.org.


Vocabulary Resources (Elementary and ESOL Teachers)

	 Fifty to sixty percent of reading comprehension is attributed to vocabulary knowledge, 
so be sure that your continuous learning plans include word learning. One great resource is 
Text Project (textproject.org). From the banner, select Teachers then Word Pictures from the 
drop-down menu. Under Core Vocabulary, you’ll see that 4,000 simple word families account 
for 90 percent of the words in written English. Of those word families, 2,500 are concrete 
objects that can be pictured. Core Vocabulary has created those pictures that are grouped by 
classification.

	 Select the link for the 4,000 simple word families then watch the video “Listen to Freddy 
talk . . “ to get an overview of the words, how they are arranged and why, and how to use them 
for instruction.

	 The Word Pictures are especially helpful for English learners. Also be sure to check out 
the Content Words. Here are word pictures to support science and social studies learning.

	 For more information, contact Robi: robialstrom@essdack.org.


Build Background Knowledge 
	 The second area that most impacts reading comprehension is background knowledge.

	 	 	 Jones sacrificed and knocked in a run.

	 If you can construct meaning from this sentence, think about all the background 
knowledge you need in order to explain this sentence.

	 If you can’t, you understand the impact on comprehension created by a lack of 
background knowledge. 

	 The ReadWorks (readworks.org) program Article-A-Day was designed to build 
background knowledge. Teachers can assign text or provide the opportunity for students to 
select their own. ReadWorks has a system of journaling for student learning and accountability. 
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Text is available at various levels, and supports for striving readers are also built in. Check out 
the website for videos.


Early Childhood: Talking Is Teaching 
	 Promote oral language development, early learning skills and social/emotional 
development with tools from Talking Is Teaching (talkingisteaching.org). This website has 
resources for teachers and families, so you’ll be able to send home activities that parents or 
caregivers can do with their children. Resources, in English and Spanish, are available for Early 
Literacy, Early Math, and Social and Emotional Development. 


Unite for Literacy (Kindergarten, First Grade and ESOL)

	 Unite for Literacy (uniteforliteracy.com) is a library of beginning readers arranged by 
category. Students select the books and can listen to them read aloud in English and another 
language. Students will need help setting up their narration languages, but after that they can 
follow along as the books are read to them. There are also texts written in Spanish. This is a 
nice pairing with Word Pictures from Text Project. Choose a category from Unite for Literacy 
then select the corresponding words from Word Pictures. Create a video of the teacher saying 
and explaining the corresponding words from Word Pictures then have students “read” the 
books in that category independently or with home support.


	 

Resources for ESOL 
Word Pictures (textproject.org)

Unite for Literacy (uniteforliteracy.com)

iCivics (iCivics) has instructional games available in Spanish.

Microsoft Office 365 

	 Webinar: Supporting English Learners with Free Digital Tools

	  	 https://home.edweb.net/webinar/technology20190905/

	 Teams: Collaboration tool that has real-time captioning in a language of choice. 
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