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April 2, 2020 

Dear Hornet Families: 

I want to thank you for your continued support during this time of school closure. What 
our DCISD team members, parents, and our community have accomplished in the last two 
weeks is truly inspirational! Our teachers have created innovative ways to stay connected with 
our students and parents through online lessons, video conferences, and personal calls and 
letters. Our students have posted pictures of themselves completing assignments and being 
engaged in their work.    

We have served more than 168 meals to our students in ten days, and we want to 
continue with this support for any and all students. Please continue to communicate with your 
child’s principal, especially let us know if your employment situation has changed so we can 
share resources that can help you and your family. Our students remain on our minds and in our 
hearts. Our churches and community service organizations have provided meals for our 
community members. Lannius Church of God, 7th & Main, and Cavalry Baptist Church have 
been providing meals for students and for those in need. The Dodd City ISD family always 
answers the call when there is a need. Thank you for being strong together! 

Closure:  I want to inform you that with the ongoing spread of COVID-19 in our state, Dodd City 
ISD schools and district offices will remain closed and will not reopen until Monday, May 4, 
2020. Our closure is being extended to help reduce the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) and 
is required by Executive Order from Governor Greg Abbott. 

Meals:  While the action we are taking is in the best interest of our community as a whole, I am 
aware it creates many challenges for our families. To ease some of these challenges, we will 
continue our free Grab-and-Go breakfast and lunch food service program for students ages 18 
and under. For those participating in this program, we ask that you remain inside your vehicle 
and “pop” the trunk of your car so the food can be placed there to help minimize contact.  If you 
are in a truck, the food will be placed in the back seat of your double cab or placed in the front 
seat for single cabs. This will take place on every Monday from 12-1 in our car circle.    

Packets:  The health and education of our students remain a top priority, and our district will 
continue our Dodd City ISD Distance Learning Program. Our teachers will continue to upload 
lessons to Google Classroom. This will be the last week we are providing packets to our 
students. For those without internet, we are aware of your situation and will be working with you.  
Please turn the packets in on Monday, 4/6, from 5pm-6pm in the car circle. The admin team will 
take this from you and get them to the teachers. Teacher and technology support is available 
during regular business hours (8:00 am to 3:30 pm) each day. Please feel free to email your 
student’s teacher directly for help with assignments.  

Spring Activities:  For our students, and especially our seniors, the spring months include 
many academic, career & technical, fine arts, and extracurricular athletic activities. While there 
are still too many unknowns related our national health crisis, I want you to know we are 
committed to postponing rather than cancelling as many of our spring activities as practical. This 
commitment includes prom and graduation at Dodd City High School. We are also discussing 
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Sky Ranch and having our 5th grade students take advantage of what that program has to offer 
at a later date. 
Census:  Please fill out your Census, if you haven’t already done so. A large part of our funding 
comes from the federal government. In Texas, a 1 percent undercount in 2020 could result in a 
federal funding loss of at least $300 million per year over the next decade. The decennial 
census results impact the two biggest sources of federal money for K-12 schools: Title I aid for 
disadvantaged students, which receives $15.8 billion in fiscal 2018, and special education 
grants to states, which receive $12.3 billion. Texas receives billions of federal dollars to support 
housing, transportation, and other services. Undercounting could result in a loss of funding for 
these services, forcing the state to redirect state funds from other priorities to cover the cost.  
The Census count determines the number of representatives Texans have in Congress and how 
many electoral votes we have in presidential elections. Experts say, with an accurate count, 
Texas could gain up to three new congressional seats after the 2020 Census. 

Though we are not together every day, we at Dodd City ISD continue to support each 
other as a community, and right now we must work together to fight COVID-19.  In order to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.  It is our hope that you will do what you can to follow the CDC 
practices and share them with your friends and family.  
COVID info 
When essential staff must come into our buildings, we will also be implementing protocols at our 
schools based on the best science for preventing the spread of COVID-19. These include:  

- Asking all individuals to keep at least six feet of distance when working near other staff 
- Encouraging everyone to wash their hands with soap frequently for at least 20 seconds 
- Working with our custodial staff to ensure that we are thoroughly disinfecting all the 

surfaces that staff come into contact with regularly when in the building 

Again, this guidance is based on what public health experts know about the ways in which 
coronavirus spreads. If we follow these practices, we will be able to keep our community safe 
while still fulfilling our mission to educate students.  
  

I appreciate your understanding as we work to prioritize the safety and well-being of our 
students, staff, and community. As more information becomes available, we will continue to 
communicate directly via email, as well as our website. 

Sincerely,  

Jon Hill 
Superintendent  

 
 
 


