
Dodd City Independent School District
Dyslexia Services

DYSLEXIA PROCEDURES
MANUAL

Dodd City Independent School District’s Dyslexia Procedure Manual has been
determined as per directives in The Dyslexia Handbook developed by the Texas

Education Agency.



Dodd City ISD strives to provide all eligible students with dyslexia with the multi-sensory and
phonological awareness skills necessary to compensate for deficiencies in the areas of reading,
writing, and spelling, in order to nurture a strong self-esteem and to provide opportunities for
them to develop their talents.

Dodd City ISD is committed to the development and implementation of a dyslexia program
which addresses all applicable Texas Education Code requirements.

● Screen, refer, and evaluate students in K-12 who may be at-risk of dyslexia and related
disorders;

● Provide instructional treatment options for students identified with dyslexia and related
disorders;

● Provide staff development that includes:
* Understanding the characteristics of dyslexia;
* Evaluation process for the identification of dyslexia;
* Instruction of students with dyslexia;
* Intervention strategies and accommodations.

● Provide a parent education program pursuant to 19 TAC §74.28 (k) that includes:
* Awareness of the characteristics of dyslexia and related disorders;
* Information on testing and diagnosis of dyslexia and related disorders;
* Information on effective strategies for teaching students with dyslexia

and related disorders;
* Information on qualifications of those delivering services to students with

dyslexia and related disorders;
* Awareness of information on accommodations and modifications, including

those allowed for standardized testing;
*Information on eligibility, evaluation requests, and services available under

IDEA, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, and information on the Rti process;
*Contact information for the relevant regional and/or school district specialist.

● Provide parents with additional information on the following:
* Copy of or a link to The Dyslexia Handbook, 2021 Update;
* Information of effective strategies and options for parents to use at home to

effectively communicate and help their child with dyslexia and related disorders; and
* Information on accommodations allowed for post-secondary testing

(PSAT/ACT/SAT).

All campuses, through an individualized referral process, will identify students with dyslexia and
related disorders and provide appropriate, individualized services based on the results of a
comprehensive evaluation conducted according to the guidelines outlined in TEA’s The
Dyslexia Handbook, 2021 Update, and according to state and federal laws implementing the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and/or Section 504.

Program Description
All screening and assessment for Dyslexia by Dodd City ISD, is completed in accordance with
the current 2021 Update to The Dyslexia Handbook.

Parents/guardians always have the right to request a referral for a dyslexia assessment
at any time.



Once it has been determined that a student has dyslexia, Dodd City ISD shall provide an
appropriate instructional program for the student (TEC §38.003).

The following procedures will be followed:
● Instructional decisions for a student with dyslexia are made by a team that is

knowledgeable about the student, the meaning of the evaluation information, and
instructional components and approaches for students with dyslexia.

● Dodd City ISD shall purchase a reading program or develop their own reading program
for students with dyslexia and related disorders as long as the program is characterized
by the descriptors found in the state dyslexia handbook 2021 (see Components of
Instruction).

Dodd City ISD Dyslexia Program Instruction Overview

Dyslexia Instruction Program:
Multisensory Teaching Approach (MTA)
Grades K-12

Small Groups Frequency:  A student identified with dyslexia and receiving services will attend
MTA small group instructional classes in accordance with program recommendations.

● Dodd City ISD will provide each identified student access at his/her campus to the
services of a teacher trained in dyslexia and related disorders. (19 TAC§ 74.28).

● Parents/guardians of students eligible under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, §504, or
Individuals with Disability Education Act, IDEA, will be informed of all services and
options available to the student under that federal statute.

● Teachers who provide the appropriate instruction for students with dyslexia will be
trained in the professional development activities specified by the district decision
making committee. As stated in 19 TAC, §74.28, the teachers who provide appropriate
instruction for students with dyslexia must be trained and be prepared to implement
instructional strategies that utilize individualized, intensive, multisensory, phonetic
methods and a variety of writing and spelling components. They may serve as trainers
and consultants in the area of dyslexia and related disorders to regular, remedial, and
special education teachers.

Student Monitoring and Program Exit Criteria
No one factor is sufficient to warrant exiting a student from direct Dyslexia services. Dismissal is
determined by consensus of the committee (ARD or 504) of knowledgeable persons. The
committee considers the following factors when recommending exiting or reduction of dyslexic
services:

● The student demonstrates sufficient progress to achieve at or above grade level in
academic skills;

● The reevaluation and/or post-testing of student shows student growth to be closer to
grade level proficiency standards;

● The student demonstrates self-monitoring/self-correction behaviors as evidenced
through informal observation by teacher and/or dyslexia teacher;

● The student passed the reading portion of the state assessment;
● Committee recommendation;



If a student has shown substantial progress and the committee of knowledgeable persons
determines the student is ready to be dismissed completely from the program, the committee
may recommend monitoring services instead of direct services. When a child is exited from the
dyslexia program, a dismissal form will be completed and placed in the child’s cumulative folder.

Students that are exited the Dodd City ISD dyslexia program will receive regular monitoring
during the first year.

Monitoring may include, but is not limited to the collection/evaluation of:
•   progress reports
•   report cards
•   state assessment data
•   teacher reports/checklists
•   parent reports/checklists
•   counselor reports
•   other program reports
•   additional assessment data.

Students qualifying for dyslexia services that are identified as Special Education or Section 504
will follow monitoring/re-evaluation requirements outlined in federal law.



NOTICE OF RIGHTS FOR DISABLED STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS UNDER §504 OF THE

REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, commonly known in the schools as “SECTION 504”, is a federal law passed by the United States Congress

with the purpose of prohibiting discrimination against disabled persons who may participate in, or receive benefits from, programs receiving

federal disabled persons who may participate in, receive benefits from, programs receiving federal financial assistance. In the public schools

specifically, §504 applies to ensure that eligible disabled students are provided with educational benefits equal to those provided to

non-disabled students.

Under §504, a student is considered “disabled” if he or she suffers from a physical or mental impairment that substantially; limits one or more

of their major life activities, such as learning, self-care, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, working, and performing manual tasks.

Section 504 also applies to students who have a record of having a substantially limiting impairment, or who are regarded as being disabled

even if they are truly not disabled. Students can be considered disabled, and can receive services under §504, even if they do not qualify for, or

receive, special education.

The purpose of this Notice is to inform parents and students of the rights granted them under §504. The federal regulations that implement

§504 are found at Title 34, Part 104 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) and entitle parents of eligible students, and the students

themselves, to have the following rights:

1. You have the right to be informed about your rights under §504. [34 CFR 104.32] The school district must provide you with written

notice of your rights under §504 (this document represents written notice of rights as required under §504). If you need further explanation or

clarification of any of the rights described in this Notice, contact appropriate staff persons at the district’s §504 office and they will assist you in

understanding your rights 34 CFR 104.32

2. Under §504, your child has the right to an appropriate education designed to meet his/her individual educational needs as adequately

as the needs of non-disabled students are met. 34 CFR 104.33

3. Your child has the right to free educational services except for those fees that are imposed on non-disabled students or their parents.

Insurers and similar third parties are not relieved from an otherwise valid obligation to provide or pay for services provided to a disabled

student. 34 CFR 104.33

4. To the maximum extent appropriate, your child has the right to be educated with children who are not disabled. Your child will be

placed and educated in regular classes, unless the District demonstrates that his or her educational needs cannot be adequately met in the

regular classroom, even with the use of supplementary aids and services. 34 CFR 104.34

5. Your child has a right to facilities, services, and activities that are comparable to those provided for non-disabled students. 34 CFR

104.34

6. The School District must undertake an evaluation of your child prior to determining his or her appropriate educational placement or

program of services under §504, and also before every subsequent significant change in placement 34 CFR 104.35

7. If formal assessment instruments are used as part of an evaluation, procedures used to administer assessments and other instruments

must comply with the requirements of §504 regarding test validity, proper method of administration, and appropriate test selection. [34 CFR

104.35] The district shall consider information from a variety of sources, including aptitude and achievement tests, teacher recommendations,

physical condition, social and cultural background, adaptive behavior, physical or medical reports, students grades, progress reports, parent

observations, anecdotal reports, and state assessment scores. 34 CFR 104.35

8. Placement decisions regarding your child must be made by a group of persons (a §504 committee) knowledgeable about your child, the

meaning of the evaluation data, the placement options, and the requirements that to the maximum extent appropriate, disabled children

should be educated with non-disabled children. 34 CFR 104.35

9. If your child is eligible under §504, he or she has a right to periodic re-evaluations to determine if there has been a change in

educational needs. Generally, an evaluation will take place at least every three years. 34 CFR 104.35

10. You have the right to be notified prior to any action by the District in regards to the identification, evaluation, or placement of your

child. 34 CFR 104.36

11. You have the right to an impartial due process hearing with respect to the district’s actions regarding your child’s identification,

evaluation, or educational placement under §504. [34 CFR 104.36] You have the right to participate personally at the hearing, and to be

represented by an attorney, if you wish to hire one. 34 CFR 104.36

12. If you wish to contest the actions of the district’s §504 Committee in regard to your child’s identification, evaluation, or educational

placement, you should file a written Notice of Appeal or a Request for Hearing with the district’s §504 Coordinator at the address below:

Angie Freeman

DCISD

602 N. Main

Dodd City, TX  75438

903-583-7585

You will then be notified in writing of the hearing date, time, and place.

13. If you disagree with the decision of the impartial hearing officer, you have a right to a review of that decision by a court of competent

jurisdiction. 34 CFR 104.36

14. On §504 matters other than your child’s identification, evaluation, and placement, you have a right to file a complaint with the district’s

§504 Coordinator, who will investigate the allegations to the extent warranted by the nature of the complaint in an effort to reach a prompt and

equitable resolution.

15. You also have a right to file a complaint with the Office of Civil Rights. The address of the Regional Office, which covers Texas, is:

Office of Civil Right, Region VI

1200 Main Tower Building, Room 1935

Dallas, TX  75202

214-767-3959




