
Dodd City ISD  
Instructional Model 2020-2021 

              Dodd City ISD looks forward to welcoming students Back-to-School on August 17. 

 The situation with the COVID-19 pandemic is continuously changing, and Dodd City ISD’s Back-to-School plans will be constantly 
evaluated to follow the guidance of the CDC, state and local health officials and adapt to the continuing trends of the COVID-19 virus, 

especially in Fannin County. This document and the information is subject to change and will be updated as conditions change.  

 

Instructional Delivery Models 
Providing a high-quality education through two instructional delivery models: 

● Face-to-Face Learning (Traditional Classroom Experience) 

● Distance Learning (Virtual-Remote Learning Experience) 

Parents choosing Distance Learning will be asked to commit prior to August 10. All other students will be 
automatically enrolled in face-to-face learning. Once the school year begins, parents will need to wait until the 
end of each 9 weeks to transition to a different learning environment. 

 

School Day & School Calendar: 

                  Please note the new hours for the 2020-2021 school year:  7:45am to 3:36pm.  

The day was increased to allow more time for transitions and will also allow banking additional days.  Covid 
Flex days were also added to the calendar.  See Updated calendar posted on the website. 

 

Face-to-Face Learning 
● Available for students in Prekindergarten through Grade 12 

● Students will attend school on a regular instructional schedule and will engage in face-to face learning 
on campus all day, every day. 

● Students in grades 3-12 will follow their class schedules by transitioning to different classrooms for 
course instruction. 

● Expectations for coursework and guidelines for grading for Face-to-Face Learning and Distance 
Learning will be the same. 

● Implementation of preventive safety measures 

● Tardy bell rings at 7:45. 

● The building opens at 7:15 for those students who need to eat breakfast.  All other students should 
plan to arrive at 7:30.  The cafeteria “breezeway” will not be unlocked for those arriving prior to 7:15. 

● Face coverings are required for all students in grades 4 and up.  All bus riders, regardless of grade level, 
must also wear a face covering. 

● No lockers will be issued. 

● Visitors are restricted to those essential to school operations.  

● Additional details regarding arrival and dismissal procedures will be posted to the website as they are 
finalized. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Distance (Online) Learning  
Dodd City is following an Asynchronous Plan for distance learning.  This means that students will work on 
assignments in a self-paced, at home setting, interacting intermittently with their teacher via computer (Zoom, 
Google Classroom, Seesaw).  At times, live sessions may be scheduled to provide interaction with on-campus 
peers and staff, but students will not participate in daily,  live class sessions. 

 

It is important that students/parents understand that distance learning attendance is based on daily 
engagement, not solely the completion of assignments. State law TEC §25.092 and Dodd City ISD Policy FEC 
(Local) and (Legal) still require students to attend at least 90% of their classes to receive credit and be 
promoted. Remote attendance will count in the same manner as on-campus (face-to-face) attendance in 
satisfying this requirement. 
 

● Daily Student Engagement in Distance learning activities, on our Remote Learning Platforms, will be 

required in order to be counted “present” for that day. 

● Approved Daily Student Engagement is defined as: Daily progress in the Learning Platform (Google 

Classroom, Seesaw), daily progress via teacher-student interactions, and/or completion/turning in of 

assignments from student to teacher. 

● Students who do not meet engagement requirements will be marked “absent” for that day. 

● For example, a student’s learning platform has assignments posted to be completed for say, Monday, 

but the student exhibits none of the engagement requirements.  Instead, the student completes all of 

Monday’s assignments on Tuesday.  Because the student did not meet the approved measure of 

student engagement, he/she will be counted “absent” for Monday. 

● Another example would be a student who demonstrates none of the engagement requirements 

Monday-Thursday.  Instead, all assignments are turned in on Friday.  This student would be counted 

“present” for Friday only and “absent” for Monday-Thursday.  Meeting the DAILY engagement 

requirements is very important. 

● Truancy laws will be in effect during the 2020-2021 school year for students participating in both 

Distance and Face-to-Face learning. 

● Distance Learning is available for students in Prekindergarten through Grade 12. 

● A care-giver will need to be available to support younger students in navigating the daily schedule 
and providing assistance with the learning as needed. 

● Expectations for coursework and guidelines for grading for Face-to-Face Learning and Distance 
Learning will be the same. 

● Some courses may require remote learners to come on campus to demonstrate certain skills.  Distance 
learners would have to travel to campus for those courses (transportation not provided).  The campus 
principal will contact students who are enrolled in one of these courses. 

● Parents, guardians, and students must commit to establishing communication with the school, during 
school hours, for academic support.  The school should be aware of who will be providing at-home 
support for younger students.  
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● Occasional opportunities for live interaction with staff will exist. 

● Distance Learners will be able to participate in extracurricular activities, both during the school day 
and before/after school. Transportation will not be provided. Daily engagement must occur for a 
student to participate that day.  

● Accommodations and support services will be provided to all distance learners. 

● Sufficient internet connection is required. 

● District computer device provided. 

● State law TEC §25.092 and Dodd City ISD Policy FEC (Local) and (Legal) still require students to attend at 
least 90% of their classes to receive credit and be promoted. 

 Changing the Instructional Model 
● Students attending the Face-to-Face Learning Model may choose to go to Distance Learning at any 

time but will not be eligible to return to face-to-face, except at the beginning of the next grading 

cycle**. (DCISD utilizes a nine-week grading period, so there are three opportunities to switch from 

Distance Learning to Face-to-Face Learning.)  

● Students participating in remote learning may choose to go face-to-face only at the beginning of the 

next grading cycle (DCISD utilizes a nine week grading period). 

● On campus learning is the most academically effective option for students.  With this in mind, the 

district is providing a grace period to return to Face-to-Face instruction on September 8.  For example, 

if a student begins the year in Distance Learning, but wishes to change their option, they may do so on 

September 8 without waiting for the full grading cycle to end. 

● If you are planning to change your Instructional Choice, please contact your campus administrator as 

soon as possible. 

 

 

Online Learning Management System 
● PK-5: will use the SeeSaw Learning Platform and Google Classroom to house its learning activities.  

● 6-12: will continue to use Google Classroom to house its learning content and activities. 

● All Distance learners will use Zoom to connect with their teacher and other students. 

● Teachers will provide training to students on how to use these digital tools. 

● Resources will also be available for parents to learn how to support students in navigating learning 
through these digital tools. 

● In the event that students participating in Face-to-Face Learning are required to quarantine, the 
education of these students will continue through Distance Learning for the duration of the quarantine 
period.  
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Suggestions for Successful Distance Learning 

● Create a daily schedule for learning and commit to it. 

● Ensure that your student has the proper materials needed for learning. Distance learners will use the 
same school supplies as those on campus. 

● Create a dedicated place in the home for learning that is comfortable and well-lit. 

● Especially for younger students, check to ensure that all work is completed each day. 

● Establish good communication with the school (email, Seesaw message, Google Classroom message).  

● This year’s Distance Learning will be very different from the spring, with a full day’s worth of required 
engagement, each day of the week. 

● Network with other parents who have chosen Distance Learning for support. 

● Model positivity!  
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